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This is tape #3, interview with Henry Lux.  Interviewers are Joan Beifuss and Carol 
Lynn Yellin, and the date is May 9, 1972. 
 
Henry Lux:  (muffled) and we probably got close to 200 (muffled) in higher education, 
and I’m hoping this is one of the things that have… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Wait, just a moment.  Now, I think when we left off the last tape 
you were saying, Joan, something about… 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I can’t remember what I was saying. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  About your feelings. 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yeah, my own personal reaction to the news of King being shot.  Well, 
I didn’t have time to think about a tragedy or anything.  My first feeling was that, “My 
God, we’ve got to get organized,” because all hell was going to break loose, is about the 
easiest way that I know how to put it.  We were in for another riot, you know.  And so I 
was extremely busy with this, because we had let down and disorganized to a degree at 
that point in time because we had no reason to anticipate anything for the next few days, 
and we were trying to rest the personnel and so forth, and so I was preoccupied with 
trying to organize again, and getting braced, you know, for the riotous condition.  Of 
course I immediately, you know, recognized the implications of the thing.  I knew that 
we were going to have problems, and I was so preoccupied with that I hadn’t, I really 
wasn’t too concerned (muffled).  Of course we had, we had thought what a tragedy it 
would be if somebody like this gets killed in the middle of this thing, it’s just going to 
make it worse, and we hoped that the idiots would not see fit to come in and do that. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  So there actually had been a consideration that this could happen. 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, absolutely, absolutely.  From the mayor to the councilmen, to the 
preachers, to everybody involved. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Right, not specifically Martin Luther King, but.  
 
Henry Lux:  Well, I think we had a little more concern for him, because he was so 
controversial.  I mean, realizing that this happens many times in this country, and could 
very well happen again. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And that brings up the next thing I wanted to ask.  There had been 
so much discussion of what had happened in Dallas, and with the Dallas police and the 
war and commission report on the John F. Kennedy assassination.  Was this in the back 
of your mind, in the front of your mind in the planning?  Was there ever said straight 
out, “Let’s don’t have another Dallas?”   
 



 

 

Henry Lux:  From the point of view of the real problem that surfaced in Dallas with the 
killing of, what’s his name? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Jack Ruby. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Jack Ruby. 
 
Henry Lux:  Jack Ruby killing (muffled).  I don’t think we would have let this occurred 
under any circumstances, but this was the big thing that would have concerned us at that 
point in time, that we would not have wanted this to happen, and I think we would have 
prevented it, because we didn’t cater to people like this to begin with inside the police 
operation.  This is just one of those things that is unfortunate that they even let occur to 
begin with. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Do you use civilian police informers here?  Does the department use 
civilian informers of one kind or another?  Do all departments use them? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yeah, sure.  You use (muffled), right.  You use both. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  But the Dallas department seemed to have a lot of really strange people 
sort of hanging around their perch.  
 
Henry Lux:  Well, I don’t think these are informants.  I think these are what I call 
people who police appeal to them.  You have this group of people that… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Kind of police buffs almost. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, that’s right, that’s what it amounts to, and I shied away from those 
people.  They’re problems.  They don’t, not in the official circles, but they always 
around.  You know, they want to bring you hamburgers and all this sort of thing.  Now, 
I’m not talking about during the riot when people actually fed policemen, that’s a 
different thing, just some housewife that’d say here’s a bunch of sandwiches or 
something. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did they? 
 
Henry Lux:  But these police…oh yes, oh yes.  We had a fantastic amount.  Yes, they 
brought so much food to the police station that we couldn’t even eat it.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Oh did they really? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  During the… 
 
Henry Lux:  During the riots?  Oh yeah. 



 

 

 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  During the curfew period? 
 
Henry Lux:  We were better fed than we’ve ever been fed during this time. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  How funny.  Now that would never occur to me to bring food to the 
police station. 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, it did to a lot of people. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  It would occur to me if the policemen were on my street and it was 
cold outside, and he was out guarding, I would feel (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  There was people in the restaurant business and things like this, especially 
late at night, that would send the food.  I guess they had leftovers maybe, I don’t know.  
It was good food, there was nothing wrong with it. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Is there a cafeteria at the police headquarters? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, no.  We didn’t have any way, and this was one of the things that we 
were concerned about a little bit, but we didn’t have any problem in this area.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  With all the food coming in… 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, but we had food down there.  Somebody was always sending some 
food down.  Just one of those things that happened during that time.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Is it people at restaurants sending it, or is it little old ladies with cakes? 
 
Henry Lux:  Just different individuals.  All sorts of individuals.  We had policemen 
stopped in the middle of the street and a housewife would have a bunch of sandwiches 
and donuts and coffee, and say come on in and have some donuts and coffee, this sort of 
thing.  Anything you have.  If you have a big fire some place, there’ll be a certain 
number of people responding with coffee and donuts for the firemen.  They just feel like 
they can be helpful  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, that’s what I’m saying, I can see it if it’s right there in your… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, I can understand that because speaking as an old American 
Red Cross girl during World War II, you used to give coffee and donuts to the troops.  
Why that’s a very natural response. 
 
Henry Lux:  Right, and a lot of people did this.  Of course we had a lot of sympathy 
during this thing.  We had hundreds of thousands of letters. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Let me ask you, you wouldn’t have any of those letters around 



 

 

would you, or would you know any of those that might go into our archives, because this 
is also the kind of thing we’re doing, just having some of them. 
 
Henry Lux:  I don’t know what happened to those letters.  Holloman had them in a…  
Have y’all talked to Holloman yet? 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  No. 
 
Henry Lux:  Ask him about those.  He had them put into a book form one time.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Did he really? 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, he had 400 or 500 of them.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  He probably has it with him, then. 
 
Henry Lux:  He probably does.  I would think he probably carried them when he left. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, we have -- we are hoping that our grant extension will give us 
the opportunity to get up to…He is at Columbia, Missouri? 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, Columbia, right, right. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  But we will have to see. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  The policemen, when were they paid for the overtime that they were 
doing? 
 
Henry Lux:  They were paid on their regular pay periods on their check. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Oh it came in regular. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, it just came out on the check. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well, then what are these (muffled) that are in the paper now about 
policemen retiring with all this back pay?  What is that? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, this is accumulated time.  I was not paid overtime.  The 
investigators normally are not paid overtime, in other words if you’re investigating a case 
and things are popping, you just can’t quit, and actually there’s not enough people to pay 
these people and there never has been enough money.  So, they accumulated this time, 
and as they could they’d let them take time off, you know maybe take a couple of days 
off, and things of this sort. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  But this would only be the upper officers?  
 



 

 

Henry Lux:  No, no, no.  This is mostly in the investigative P.O.  Most of the 
uniformed officers were paid for it, but they didn’t pay above the rank of captain I don’t 
think is what it is, but in a practical manner, I let them all accumulate time because that 
was the only fair thing to do, and these are hours worked, and I think.  And of course it 
had to do with our, it had a bearing on our sick, but we have an unlimited sick leave 
policy because of the nature of the work, and the exposure to the weather, and everything.  
But this was a part of it that’s compensated.  The actual hours that they worked. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  What salary did the policemen start at in ‘68? 
 
Henry Lux:  In ‘68?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Approximately? 
 
Henry Lux:  It was probably around $500 a month, as close I could (muffled). 
 
Joan Beifuss:  What is it now? 
 
Henry Lux:  They start now at around $700, and the top pay is about $812 I think. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  The top pay for what? 
 
Henry Lux:  For a patrolman. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  (muffled)  
 
Henry Lux:  Well, let’s see, $812, about a $1000 a month for a captain or maybe a little 
over that. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  You’re not going to get rich on the police force. 
 
Henry Lux:  No, not at all.  But this was one of my big considerations for retiring. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  But even so, this is an improvement since ‘68. 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yes it’s an improvement. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And by the same token you could say that policemen were 
underpaid, the sanitation workers were underpaid, but so were the policemen.  All city 
employees by national standards. 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yeah, there’s no question about that.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Were underpaid, or were paid below a national standard. 
 
Henry Lux:  Right.  Well, I don’t think there’s any doubt about that.  I think this was 



 

 

across the board and the sanitation workers were pitifully underpaid, as were the rest of 
them.  But you know, regardless of what your station in life is, or what your job 
qualification is, etc., it still requires a certain amount of money just to live.  I don’t care 
if you’ve got a PhD, or if you’ve got a 3rd grade education, when you get below some 
minimum standard here. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Aspirin and bread and… 
 
Henry Lux:  That’s right. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  In ‘68 were they still providing their own uniforms? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, we give them $100 monthly clothing allowance, but this was restricted 
to police uniforms.  They were not provided the guns. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  $100 a month. 
 
Henry Lux:  $100 a year, I’m sorry, $100 a year.  It would not fully buy it, but I started 
and I had a knockdown drag-out fight to get this through to take this money and we 
purchased the uniforms and we furnish everything now.  Pistols, shoes. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  But in ‘68 before you came in they were still furnishing their own pistols? 
 
Henry Lux:  Their own pistols, their own shoes, their own shirts. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Someone told us you had to buy your own riot stick, or your own billy 
club. 
 
Henry Lux:  No. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  That was furnished?  
 
Henry Lux:  That was furnished, now some of them got their own sticks, and we had a 
hard time (muffled) weeding them out.  I finally got them weeded out.  I finally 
confiscated everything and started all over new. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Are they different?  Can you buy different kinds? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, this depends on an individual.  If I was in this home protecting it, 
then I might be satisfied with a stick, but you might want a gun, or you might want a 
heavier stick, or you might want a piece of lead pipe, you know, this sort of thing.  It just 
depends on the perception of the individual, but I wanted them standardized, so it created 
a problem. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Prior to that they were not standardized? 
 



 

 

Henry Lux:  Well, they were supposed to have been, but when something like this 
happens, if the police officer comes with the thing stuck under his coat and he gets out in 
the street with it, you just don’t see it.  And he might figure, boy, we’ve got real 
problems out here, I want me a piece of lead pipe, I don’t want a stick that’ll break if I get 
in trouble.  So these things happen, even though there was a regulation nightstick at that 
time.  But you just don’t control people this well, any more than you do in traffic. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  How much does like a nightstick cost?  On the open market, how much 
could I buy a nightstick for? 
 
Henry Lux:  50-60 cents.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  A nightstick? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, we bought them, yeah, wholesale, you know from wood 
manufacturers who make golf clubs and things like this.  They make nightsticks, too. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  I wanted to ask something about injuries to policemen during this 
period.  Was there an increase in service-connected injuries? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, yeah.  We had policemen hit with all sorts of things.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Are there any figures available on that? 
 
Henry Lux:  There should be.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Would the newspaper figures be accurate, do you know? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, no.  I doubt it seriously.  We had actually the injuries almost parallel 
one another as I can remember.  We had about as many citizens hurt as we had 
policemen.  We had a great many policemen -- not seriously hurt, but you know with 
lacerations, and we have this one picture that Motorola uses of a Memphis policemen.  
He’s got one of their little radios, and this happened on Beale Street at the initial -- 
somebody split his head open, and… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And his headset (muffled).  He’s being led away. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, he’s being led away with blood streaming all down. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  That was March 28 wasn’t it? 
 
Henry Lux:  That was March 28, that’s right.  His name is, I’m trying to think of his 
name. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Now, are you saying the newspaper reports for that period, the 28th and 
the 29th…I just rechecked them.  It was four policemen injured and 65 demonstrators 



 

 

injured.  You’re saying that is was more parallel? 
 
Henry Lux:  I don’t think that’s accurate, no.  I don’t think that’s accurate. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Those were people who went to the hospital.  Those were the hospital 
records. 
 
Henry Lux:  Probably, yeah.  That’s probably true. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  So you could assume there’d be a number of people all over that didn’t… 
 
Henry Lux:  They could have skinned, and stuff like that.  Unless it required suturing or 
something like this they wouldn’t have gone to the hospital.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  But policemen would go into (muffled) if they were injured wouldn’t 
they? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, sure.  Some of them did, yeah, right. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  What was the most serious, was his perhaps the most serious injury? 
 
Henry Lux:  I was trying to think if it was.  He had some good lacerations, obviously 
you can see, but. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Do you know how he got those?  I mean is there a story? 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, he was hit; he was hit. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Was he hit with one of the sticks that was used? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  He was knocked through a window wasn’t he? 
 
Henry Lux:  I was trying to think how he did get that thing.  I can’t remember exactly 
how he got that (muffled), but a lot of them got injuries.  Some of them injured 
themselves running and dodging and this sort of thing.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And you got tear gassed. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, I really got tear gassed.  I got gassed right out of the street. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Had you been gassed before? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, I had been in contact with gas before, but I got a real dose of it this 
time. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, I was just going to say, we skip all over, but as long as it’s 



 

 

there we’ll have it there.  Did we ask you, had mace been used in the police department?  
Before that time had it been used before ‘68? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yeah.  They bought mace, probably in ‘66, I’m guessing now. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Had it been used mostly in individual cases? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yeah.  Well, that’s about the only time that we had any problems.  We 
didn’t have any (muffled). 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, I guess that’s true. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, right. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Mace is no good as a riot-control weapon. 
 
Henry Lux:  No, no.  I don’t think it’s any good as a weapon period.  I phased it out 
because it’s not 100% effective on all people, and the heck of it is, if you’ve got a control 
situation, and the guy stands there and you mace him, that’s fine.  You can control him, 
but they don’t stand there, and sometimes you shoot at the guy and you hit your partner.  
People envision this as control situation.  They say, why didn’t the police officer shoot 
him in the leg, well my God it’s hard enough to hit a man with a pistol, you don’t have 
any idea where you’re going to hit him. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Somebody told us, too, that on the 28th, gassed them that day when there 
were a lot of people, multiple people came in between like 11:00 in the morning to 3:00 
in the afternoon, patients came in with gas, that there was some question there about 
whether or not the police could use mace within the hospital compound.  Would it have 
been normal if you had a guy brought in fighting the police within the hospital 
compound, could you use your mace? 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, you could have maced him in the hospital, sure. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Do you know whether any kind of agreement was reached with the 
hospital that it wouldn’t be used there? 
 
Henry Lux:  There might have, I can’t remember.  We would have respected it. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, well someone said that, you know how dangerous mace was if you 
had people lying down unconscious or. 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, it’s not that dangerous.  That’s a misnomer.  Why you could open 
their mouth and squirt the whole can in there and you’re not talking about anything fatal. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Now, something else along this line that the newspapers made 
something up later, and this is the use of the bullets, the dum-dum bullets. 



 

 

 
Henry Lux:  That’s so silly.  The bullets were manufactured by a manufacturer whose 
sole idea was to try to come up with a bullet that would not ricochet when used by a 
police officer and hit some innocent individual.  Now this was what it was all about, and 
the second thought was that it wouldn’t penetrate as much, and possibly do as much fatal 
harm, that it would be more of a smack, in other words you might slap the guy down, but 
you wouldn’t shoot all the way through him.  But of course the reverse is what they 
used.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  (muffled) 
 
Henry Lux:  The bullet was designed for just exactly the reverse of what the newspaper 
reported it (muffled).  There again, you can’t -- there’s no use to fight them.  They’re 
going to do what they want to do.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  What was their complaint about them? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, they were talking about the dum-dum bullets.  They apparently had a 
dum-dum bullet in World War II that was outlawed by the Geneva Convention.  It was 
some sort of bullet that fragmented and caused worse injuries they seemed to think, just a 
penetrating bullet.  But this slug was designed to not ricochet number one, and to not 
have the penetrating power, number two, and not cause the internal damage that a bullet 
going through-and-through would cause, and of course they got the exact (muffled). 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, I guess what I’m, and the overall question I’m getting at is, 
were these kind of criticisms made, is this standard?  Are all police departments going 
through such constant…? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh sure, oh yeah, this is… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  This didn’t increase, this kind of examination and comment on what 
the Memphis Police Department was doing.  It didn’t increase after the period of crisis 
that we’re working with her, do you think?   
 
Henry Lux:  You mean the criticisms? 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, yeah.  I mean did the attitude of the paper change toward the 
police, for instance?  Do you think they became more critical? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, I don’t think so, I think it just depends on what’s going on at the time.  
They kind of go in cycles.  They get off on something and they use it as long a they can, 
and then something else happens and then they jump on that.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Are the criticisms of the police department in the ‘50s and ‘60s, early ‘60s 
and whatnot, there was a great deal of, contempt is not the right word -- that black people 
were treated differently than white people. 



 

 

 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, I think that’s probably accurate.  I think it depended -- no, I think it’s 
accurate nationwide, and as a matter of fact I’m not too sure it wasn’t worse in the North 
than it was in the South, from my association with officers in the North.  There’s a 
different -- my perception of it is, and not either one of them is good, or should be, but 
they were out-and-out rejected in the North, but they had parental attitude in the South.  
Well, he’s a good ‘ole boy, I’m going to take care of him, which is not right, either, but it 
was out-and-out rejection from the northern officers that I talked to.  They were even 
worse.  Any good southern cop would buy a black person something to eat if he was 
hungry, but in the North they didn’t care.  It was really a hate, much worse hate. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Let me see, if you’re tracing attitudes like that, will this be -- if you had 
someone coming out of the police department in say Memphis, and he is rather familiar 
with black people, he’s probably been around them a great deal, is the fact that when he 
goes on the force then what he deals with mostly is black people, because that’s where 
most of the crime is, does that tend to make the image of black people in his mind more 
and more poor?  As the crime goes on, and he is dealing mostly with black criminals and 
that kind of thing?  Have you made that kind of reference? 
 
Henry Lux:  I don’t think so.  I think almost a reverse is true.  I think he learns that 
there is a lot of good black people, because you see when you’re talking about 80% of the 
crime that occurs in, let’s say the city of Memphis occurs in the blacks, and that’s black 
between black, well now blacks are the ones that helps us police officer make his case, 
you see, so there’s actually a fantastic amount of cooperation that nobody wants to 
recognize.  A police officer doesn’t witness a half of 1% of the crime, and it requires an 
outside witness, a citizen.  The citizens make the cases, the criminal cases, and the black 
citizens make them against the blacks, aiding the police to make them.  Of course they 
do it out of their own defense also, if the crime is committed against them.  But I think 
the average officer that goes down there has a much better understanding of the black 
community as a whole than he did before he went down there.  If he’s off out here, he 
does the same thing that the white community does -- if a black militant gets up and 
screams, then they blanket the whole black community with what this militant screamed.  
But once he is down there and he gets to know a lot of these people down here, and he 
finds out that they don’t all have horns. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, this goes back -- I’m coming right in at the last, but this goes 
back to your point that you didn’t feel panic or threatened because you knew black 
people, and when you see 5000 black people in a march it doesn’t bother you. 
 
Henry Lux:  No, it doesn’t shake me at all. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And most of the police officers who have worked in black 
neighborhoods don’t see this as a threatening situation right off. 
 
Henry Lux:  Right off, that’s right.  Not nearly as much.  Now there is a difference 
because of the difference in the different involvement that I had.  Not all of the 



 

 

policemen that work in the black community had the same involvement that I had, of a 
social involvement with black people, it was just strictly a business involvement, but I 
knew people like, Dr. what’s his name at LeMoyne-Owen? 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Hollis Price? 
 
Henry Lux:  Hollis Price, oh yeah.  Well, fearsome Hollis Price (muffled), and some of 
these people.  If somebody jumped on me, they’d help me, and I really believe they 
would, and a lot of other people that I knew down there.  I had nothing to fear from these 
people.  Of course the people that had no involvement were really worse than people that 
had, because all they know is what they read in the newspaper, and that’s what sets off 
the East Memphis crowd, what’s in the newspaper. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  In this course that you’re setting up at Memphis State, or that’s already set 
up is you are offering, what Black Sociology, or? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, it’s basically a liberal arts degree is what it is.  It’s a curriculum with 
about 36 hours of concentration courses in law enforcement area, criminal law, 
constitutional law, investigative techniques, police and public relations, let’s see if I can 
think of them all; introduction to law enforcement, the history of it, police administration.  
We also had penology, criminology.  These are handled by sociology, criminology and 
penology, juvenile delinquency.  I can’t think of all of them right now, but. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Is it going to be possible to get that degree and not be a policeman?  Are 
there (muffled)? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh sure. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  What kind of affiliated jobs are there with the police department that 
you…? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, corrections, and also we will be in the area of court administration 
also. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  What’s court administration? 
 
Henry Lux:  The clerk, the actual administrative work of the court rather than the 
decision making process. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Do you envision any time when, almost like social workers will be 
attached to the police department?  (muffled) 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, I envision this, I envision the time when social workers will have 
some organizational, some organization that will respond to domestic…  Their area of 
responsibility other than trying to inject the policemen with (muffled). 
 



 

 

Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, this goes to one of the questions that we haven’t… 
 
Henry Lux:  These things are going to change dramatically.  You won’t see policemen 
directing traffic.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well, that’s what I (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  There’s absolutely no justification for a sophisticated police officer to be 
directing traffic.  Anybody can do this. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Any more than being a meter maid collecting… 
 
Henry Lux:  That’s the same thing, same thing. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And this comes to the question, your attitude toward the police 
community centers, and so forth, that you, we have clippings on, and you’ve been quoted 
or misquoted, but I feel that this is getting to the same point, is it not? 
 
Henry Lux:  My theory behind this is a very simple one.  If you have a good basic 
product, people will buy it.  If you don’t have, you can’t go down there and tell them 
how great it is. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  No image making. 
 
Henry Lux:  That’s right. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  No PR? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, no, you need the PR, but you’d better have a good product, because 
you’re not going to buy soap that won’t wash clothes but one time, and then that’s the 
end of that.  You won’t buy that any more.  And it’s rather silly and childish in my 
opinion to say, “Well, let’s see, we will pick out three or four officers here that don’t 
mind kissing black babies and shaking hands with black people, and we’ll send them 
down there and we’ll tell them how great we are,” and here comes the squad car down the 
street and clobbers them over the head.  This is silly, really.  The intelligent black 
leadership never bought it.  They’d never enter the door one of them.  They said, well, 
they’d kid me on the side and say, “What are doing, trying to kid us?”  And of course I 
agreed with them.  This was Frank Holloman’s idea.  I never started it, because it has -- 
now don’t misunderstand me, if you’ve got a good product, this is the best public 
relations you can have, and you can also use some public relations.  But if the service is 
good, if it’s acceptable in the black community, and I’m talking about the police service, 
and the service center has no function as a police service.  They give away shoes, and 
they give away whatever they can (muffled).  So what?  What does this have to do with 
the police service?  
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Or do the children’s homework or whatnot. 



 

 

 
Henry Lux:  Well, you can identify every one of them, where’s education?  Where’s 
welfare?  Where are the social workers?  You’re going to take some untrained 
policemen and send them down here with no resources do this?  Now the work that they 
did was not bad, but it did nothing for the police image.  I think this is obvious. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And it really did nothing to correct the real source of the problem.   
 
Henry Lux:  The police officers don’t even recognize the community relations officer as 
a police officer to begin with.  They don’t accept him as a police officer.  You’re a 
social worker, what do you have to do with police work?  And it doesn’t really.  But this 
is nothing but a (muffled).  It’s just playing games. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well then is there any shortcut? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, there’s no shortcut.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  I mean given that the kind of image that the police department has in I 
suppose the younger areas of the black community, is there any kind of shortcut to 
getting through to these kids? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, there’s no shortcut, not without a basically sound police product and 
performance. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, what I wanted to say, like the police athletic group.  Well I 
know they have that in New York for instance. 
 
Henry Lux:  They stopped it though.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Have they stopped that? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yeah. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Nobody’s playing games in New York anymore. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  (muffled) 
 
Henry Lux:  It’s just game playing, that’s all it’s ever been.  It’s a political -- it started 
out as political game playing is what it was all about, you know.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  But in fact, doesn’t it change the black kid that plays police athletic 
department baseball?  Doesn’t that change? 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, they did this in Dayton, Ohio, and the people that burned up 23 squad 
cars had on the police athletic league shirts when they burned them up. 
 



 

 

Joan Beifuss:  Did they? 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  No kidding. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, right.  Either you’ve got an acceptable product down here -- now 
don’t misunderstand me, the police service is definitely going to be acceptable to the 
criminals.  He doesn’t like this, a fly is in his soup, but I’m talking about the community. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, right. 
 
Henry Lux:  I’m talking about the community.  If you’ve got a good police product, and 
it performs well, this is what’s going to solve the problem, not sending a couple guys 
down here to give away shoes. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  But if it’s going to take 20 years, it’s going to take a long time.  In the 
interim there’s nothing that…? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, if it has I haven’t heard of it.  I haven’t been able to devise anything.  
Because you see, the police service is provided by the patrol car men in the area.  This is 
the only reason that you exist.  And the reason why I bowed my back was because there 
was a big push on to strip me of more resources to put into this area.  And so then I’d 
have been in the position to say, “Well, that’s all right ma’am, you’re being raped, just so 
that this man gets through refereeing this football game, we’ll send you a man down 
there.”  I mean this sounds ridiculous, but I was not about -- I couldn’t afford to divert 
any more of my resources into game playing, because we had a job to do as it was. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Have you heard that -- it was on that Face-to-Face show we saw where 
they had Chief Price, and Lawson, and Sheriff on (muffled) and somebody else where the 
suggestion was, or Lawson I think made the suggestion about a domestic relations squad, 
a squad that would… 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, you need a domestic relations squad, but not policemen, you need 
social workers.  You need counselors.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  But suppose you get a call, kind of see how it works, suppose you get a 
call, and… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  That was Happy Jones’ suggestion I believe for the (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  All right, and so you’ve got -- and this was what I was trying to say a 
minute ago.  You’ve got domestic counselors set up that will respond to that call. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  You mean if some husband is about to stab his wife? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, if you get into the stabbing part, then obviously you’ve got a law 
violation, and then the police are going to move in. 



 

 

 
Joan Beifuss:  Or if they’re throwing bottles at each other, or? 
 
Henry Lux:  Then you may have to move the police in, but the majority of these have not 
gotten to the stabbing, bottle-throwing stage. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  But in fact, don’t the police answer an awful lot of calls where police 
aren’t really…? 
 
Henry Lux:  They’re not even related, they’re not police-related calls at all.  They have 
nothing to do with law enforcement.  This was one of the problem areas that we have to 
get out, that police have to get out of.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  That’s what I mean, police do respond to a lot of calls, which aren’t really 
police calls. 
 
Henry Lux:  That’s right because this is the tradition, you know, that the police are the 
only people in the city that are up 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and so they have just 
continued to give them extra assignments until, I’m sure that equally half of the resources 
of the police agency are spent in matters that are non-police related at all. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  But, now what about say the emergency thing?  Help, help my little 
girl is choking. 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, of course they should have rescue units manned by firemen to handle 
these things, and of course if a policeman happens to be close, certainly he would help 
anybody in distress.  I think you can’t fault this. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  My baby’s coming, come and get me to the hospital.  
 
Henry Lux:  Of course we let the fire department handle this. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Throwing all that on the fire department. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  All the policemen who have delivered babies. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I’m surprised on that domestic relations thing… 
 
Henry Lux:  The sophistication for the police -- you see this same police officer is the 
same guy that goes down there and gets us in all of this trouble with this bad judgment 
that he uses, see, because of his lack of sophistication. So when you sophisticate this guy, 
you can’t expect him to do these menial tasks.  You’ve got to separate these things. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  (muffled) 
 
Henry Lux:  You can’t justify paying him what you’re going to have to pay him when 



 

 

he’s sophisticated.  That’s the point.  You can get other people a lot cheaper to do this 
you know.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  On this domestic relations thing, what’s the possibility for instance of 
teaming up a social worker and a policeman?  I mean, if I were a social worker and two 
people were throwing bottles at each other, I wouldn’t be too happy to go in and try to 
settle their domestic problem. 
 
Henry Lux:  I think you’ve got the same problem that you have when a doctor goes into 
a home and he finds trouble, he calls the police, you know?  And when a minister goes 
in and he finds trouble he calls the police, and I think you’re going to have to approach 
this from the same point of view.  There’s no point in teaming up a social worker and 
policeman, because you’re wasting both of them’s time.  The social worker is not a 
policeman, and the policeman is not a social worker. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Right. 
 
Henry Lux:  And so you, there’s no point.  To me it’s pointless to try to arrange that, but 
we’ve got to completely reorientate the public to this whole situation, or else we just go 
on like we are, and let the policeman be the psychologist, and sociologist, and the family 
counselor, and everything else that he has to contend with.  And a policeman in fact is 
restricted to a law violator.  He can’t take any action unless a law has been violated. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Before our tape starts going bad again, if it does -- I want to just 
bring you back to that period of April 1968, and the period immediately after the 
assassination, and your feelings, not just about Martin Luther King, but how were your 
feelings about the city?  Did you, I don’t even want to suggest words.  This is your 
hometown, and there was a lot of attention being paid to it. 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, my feelings were, and continued to be until the chamber move 
recently, that we were in for a lot of trouble, and we were going to have all sorts of 
problems, because I didn’t think that the real force that could bring change was 
committed, and so I worried a great deal about it, because I knew that these problems 
were there, and I knew that they were going to come out in one form.  I didn’t know 
what the vehicles were going to be.  Just like the sanitation strike, it provided a vehicle, 
and we were off and running, and there were certainly going to be other vehicles that 
were going to come along. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And you felt --  in April 1968 you felt these problems were still 
with the city? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, certainly.  They haven’t been solved at all.  They just solved a few 
little outlets for the sanitation strikers, and the recognition of the union, and this was what 
the union wanted after all.  Let’s don’t get confused, and think the union is out to settle 
all of the black peoples’ problems.  They had business, too.  The minute they got their 
problems solved, they’re gone to the next one.  But they’d leave behind all of these 



 

 

problems that really was more of a motivating force, that really brought the real 
problems.  You know, we’ve had strikes before.  We’ve had all sorts of strikes, but 
they’re never any tremendous problem.  You can handle those things, but when you have 
an entire… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, I guess what I’m saying, did you ever think, “Well, gee maybe 
I’ll just leave this city.”   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Go to Detroit? 
 
Henry Lux:  No.  Well, no because you’ve got the same thing every place else. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  That’s what I was going to say. 
 
Henry Lux:  I met -- we had an unofficial, non-structured organization of major city 
chiefs.  This is the 31 largest city chiefs in the nation; Murphy in New York, and Ned 
Davis in Los Angeles, and the Chicago man, and Detroit, and all of these people.  And 
they have really worse problems than we have.  They really have some problems.  They 
have all sorts of problems that we haven’t really experienced yet.  No, I had never 
thought of leaving, but I had tried to have input in places.  I had -- oh I talked almost a 
day to Frank Norfleet last year before he went into the chamber, and I talked to him about 
these things.  I said we’re never going to solve these problems, the problem in Memphis 
until the real power people are committed to this thing, and those people that could really 
bring about change. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Do you buy this idea that there are 43 people, like the paper said, 
there are 43 people in Memphis?  Wasn’t it 43 they came up, who are really the ones 
who can make things happen in this city? 
 
Henry Lux:  I don’t know whether the number is correct, but yes. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  There is a…? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh yes, there isn’t any a question about this.  Oh, there’s no doubt about 
this.  I have been involved in city government quite a long while, and I think I 
understand what makes things go, and these are the people that have fantastic influence, 
and they’re the people that can bring about changes.  But, I worried a great deal about 
this.  In fact, we had this -- I injected myself on quite a few occasions that nobody knew 
anything about was the housing authority.  I literally blasted the Housing Authority and 
told them I was going to leave them with their militant group with their shotguns in the 
housing authority.  Don’t tell me that you can’t fill up an apartment house.  I can fill it 
up in 30 minutes friend.  Let’s get rid of this damn red tape.  And if you don’t fill this 
thing up, we’re going to leave you high and dry, and you can just handle these people 
yourselves, and we filled it up in a couple hours.  They found out that they can rent an 
apartment building in less than 6 months with a 5000 waiting list.  
 



 

 

Carol Lynn Yellin:  That is incredible. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Are you saying that the change in the Chamber of Commerce is just now 
happening?   
 
Henry Lux:  The commitment, yes. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  The commitment. 
 
Henry Lux:  I think that it took this long to really make these people realize that without, 
and this is (muffled) meaningful change, that we were going to continue to have 
problems that would disrupt and would retard the progress of the city. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Then in the summer of ‘68 when they announced their $4 million 
program, and that they were now committed to change in (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, I don’t think they really had the commitment that they do now.  I 
think Frank Norfleet brought the commitment in when he came in, because I think most 
of them are afraid to stick their necks out.  They might have thought that they -- and they 
tried to work behind the scenes, but I think they’ve got firm commitment at this point in 
time, and it’s going to take the sticking out of the necks of both the black and the white 
leaders, and the black leaders are going to have to stick their necks out, too, you know. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Is the fact that the lid was sort of kept down on the Elton Hayes, at the 
time the Elton Hayes thing happened, would that have been possible 40 years ago?  
Would you have had a different response, a more violent response from the community? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, I don’t think so.  Prior to the sanitation strike I don’t think you would 
have had that much response.  Oh, in fact you didn’t when we had similar cases. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  You mean from the black community? 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  That this has heightened sensitivity or awareness, or…? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, I think it… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Short tempers, or whatever you want. 
 
Henry Lux:  I think it brought about the, the watch thing really started, (muffled).  And 
so I think you’re going to have this involvement for a long while, until a great deal of 
change has, until your black leaders come out and condemn it.  And when I say condemn 
it, I mean really condemn it. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Although in point of fact, since the riots after Dr. King was killed, since 



 

 

that weekend, there haven’t been these really large scale (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, they hadn’t had the issues. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, right. 
 
Henry Lux:  They haven’t had the issues. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  But even Watts was touched off by just a teeny little. 
 
Henry Lux:  Yeah, but this was a thing that had been smoldering for years, and this is the 
first time in many, many years in this country that this had occurred, that you had several 
generations grow up that were not aware of the fact that they could do things like this.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Were you surprised the weekend King was killed the extent of rioting in a 
place like Washington? 
 
Henry Lux:  No. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Or did you even have time at that point to (muffled)? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, I wasn’t surprised at all, because here again was another vehicle.  This 
was another issue in which they could vent their.  Now these are the issues that have to 
be knocked out of the way. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well, let me ask you this, then, why that weekend, April 4, Memphis in 
point of fact was relatively quiet, if you compared it with other places in the country.  
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  You mean like Kansas City had so many dead, or something? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  All over the country there were… 
 
Henry Lux:  You mean as a -- well, these, a lot of these were the first really flare-ups 
that they had in any of these cities. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, well I was going to say, was Memphis just tired because it had 
rioted the last weekend, did that have anything to do with it? 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, I think we were probably more affected. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  That’s what I was going to say.  The police were (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  (muffled) the police and the guards.  You have to count the guards in for 
shear numbers because when you so heavily patrol you cut, you cut down (muffled).  
The minute the guard got on the street in force you could feel the cool.  I mean the claws 
would start slacking then, because you just had total numbers out and you had then 



 

 

patrolling.  Every time you’d look up you’d see a continuing guard or police, and this 
pretty well puts a lid on it. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Then you would kind of subscribe to the idea that a quick massive show 
of force… 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh, when the riot breaks out it’s the only answer.  You don’t have any 
other answer.  There’s no other answer available.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  But some cities kind of held back, remember when they? 
 
Henry Lux:  Oh they did and they made a tragic mistake, but the reason why they held 
back is because they were not organized, and they didn’t know what to do.  They didn’t 
have any idea (muffled).  Of course, we tried this in the Elton Hayes thing.  There was a 
number of ministers on Park Avenue and black leaders who went out there to try to cool 
it off, and we had to rescue them, they had them in a house and bottled them up and 
bricked the house, and we had to go in and rescue them.  You can’t do anything about it 
at that point in time.  Massive force is the only answer when you’ve got people that are 
sniping and throwing (muffled).  Your homework should be done a long time before 
this.  This is not the time to try to do this work.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  When King was killed, would you credit the leadership of the black 
community at all for keeping it cool, keeping it (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  They had nothing to do with it at all.  They had no effect over it.  They’re 
not dealing with these people.  The black leadership… 
 
Joan Beifuss:  They were by then, I think, in touch with the militant kids. 
 
Henry Lux:  No. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  The pseudo-Invaders and what not. 
 
Henry Lux:  They didn’t amount to a hill of beans, but these are people that the black 
leadership have no control or connection with.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Right, yeah, but suppose you had thrown in some other elements, too, that 
weren’t in their -- you know what I mean?  There are criminals, and then there are what 
you might call kind of philosophical black militants, or something like that. 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, we don’t have this contingent of philosophical black militants.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  There aren’t that many Eldridge Cleavers in Memphis.  
 
Henry Lux:  No, we don’t have this thing.  This is no force in Memphis at all.  The 
people that riot are mostly criminals.  That’s just really what they are.   



 

 

 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  So you didn’t really have any black leadership here who was saying 
specifically, this nonviolence is ridiculous, and intellectually I am in favor of violence, I 
mean this is what I kind of get. 
 
Henry Lux:  No, this was not… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  It was not anywhere near like on this level. 
 
Henry Lux:  No, no.  This never -- they tried it when they pulled the curfew off after the 
Elton Hayes, which was a mistake, and we had 700 individual businesses damaged and 
fire bombed as a result of that, and I told the men, I said, look the horse is out of the barn.  
You should have been doing this months ago, not now.  These people that are out in the 
street rioting and throwing fire bombs.  You don’t know them.  They’re not going -- you 
have no effect on these people at all, and they don’t of course. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Was it the same ministers that worked with you on the Elton Hayes? 
 
Henry Lux:  No this was a little different group, this was Isaac Hayes, and (muffled). 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Some of the Stacks Records. 
 
Henry Lux:  And some of the black leaders were there and they tried.  (muffled) 
Patterson was trying, some of these people were, but they don’t have effect on them.  
This is the thing they don’t understand.  You are still perceiving the movement as being 
the rioters, but you’ve got to separate them.  They’re not the rioters. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, I understand that. 
 
Henry Lux:  If it was the movement that was rioting, great, the leaders could go out and 
say, okay fellows let’s go home, and we’d all go home, but this is not the rioters.   
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  There’s no one there to negotiate with. 
 
Henry Lux:  Right, that’s right.  There’s no leadership there.  These people don’t… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Now, what do you say when we have had black leaders who have 
said, that’s where people assumed we didn’t have control, and yet we did.  I think of a 
couple of black ministers who said… 
 
Henry Lux:  The black leaders control the movement people who were legitimately 
interested in nonviolence -- sure they control them, but that’s not the headache element. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  That’s what I was wondering.  If you threw all these people in with the 
criminal element if you might have had something more (muffled). 
 



 

 

Henry Lux:  Well, then there’s a (muffled) they’re not going because they’re not 
criminals.  They’re not going out there and involving themselves with criminals. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  So no matter how upset and outraged and everything they are at 
having (muffled) their, let’s say they think their greatest leader, that unless there is this 
really urge toward real criminal activity, those people aren’t going to get involved in this 
thing? 
 
Henry Lux:  No, those people went to churches and prayed, and things like that. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And wept and… 
 
Henry Lux:  And wept and this sort of thing.  You know, these are not the -- you have to 
be a little bit non-interested and perverted to some degree to think that you’re going to 
have to throw a firebomb because your leader got killed. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, sure. 
 
Henry Lux:  That don’t make sense.  And so they have no more control over them when 
they gather at the march, than they do the action.  These ministers locked arms and tried 
to stop the march. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And they couldn’t. 
 
Henry Lux:  Lawson tried to stop it with a bullhorn, and he couldn’t stop it, you see.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  But he did stop the bulk of the march.  What he couldn’t stop was all this 
other stuff.  
 
Henry Lux:  That’s -- some of them could hear with all the noise and everything and 
they turned around and started back towards the temple. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Because where I was everyone turned around and started back. 
 
Henry Lux:  Right, that’s right, but this is not the problem, it’s not those people. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  One other question I have down here, little notes to myself, the 
question of rumors.  The separation of what is rumor from what is fact.  We touched on 
this as far as the summer of 1967 goes.  But, certainly there are all sorts of things that 
run through some of the material that we have in our files that really can and should be 
labeled as rumor.  Is there any solution to this? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Stopping it? 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Of the police credibility in saying that is a rumor, it’s not true, and 
being believed when they say it. 



 

 

 
Henry Lux:  An extension of the -- I think it’s well that the police have a rumor center, 
but I think it’s just as well that the black leaders have a rumor center, and that other… 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  So you can check one against the other. 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, no, to give it credibility. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Well, that’s what I’m, actually I’m saying that, that it’s like getting 
several (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  A black person wouldn’t call the police.  They had rumors of cutting 
babies’ heads off and throwing them, oh it was the wildest thing you’ve ever heard in 
your life, and it’s utterly ridiculous in its entirety.  They even had one where they cut 
one’s head off in the hospital, and I -- this one.  All sorts of things, but to give it 
credibility the black leadership will have to set up a rumor center, too.  I don’t think we 
would have any problems.  I don’t think the black leadership has lost all faith in every 
institution.  If they have, well we’re in trouble -- there’s no use in trying to settle it.  
There’s no way to settle anything.  But I think there should be other rumor centers.  
This is helpful.  It doesn’t stop the rumors. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  There’s one story I would love to check against a rumor center that 
we just heard the other day, a story on that March 28 thing.  Someone claimed that they 
actually heard over the air one of the radio reporters who was reporting the march, and he 
finally got himself inside a car, and then he saw someone else who looked to be lost in 
this mob, and he said, “Well, I’m going to let him in the car,” and that you heard over the 
air that then this fellow got in the car and robbed him.  It was another white person 
robbing a white police reporter in one of the cars.  You never heard of any such incident 
did you?  It sounded to me like…did you ever hear that. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I never heard that. 
 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  Actually I think it was Paul Barnett and what we’ve got to do is call, 
what we should do is call Paul Barnett.   
 
Henry Lux:  No, I don’t recall that, but I know one of them got his scalp split by a 
deputy sheriff at Main and Beale in the pawn shop. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  He was a photographer (muffled). 
 
Henry Lux:  Well, maybe it was, yeah I think he was a -- yeah he was a photographer 
because I saw a part of that, and what actually happened was this deputy sheriff was 
pulling a black man out of the window of a pawn shop, and this photographer got on 
over, and he thought it was somebody getting on his back and he whacked him like this, I 
think, thinking he was getting him off his back.  It was an accidental thing.  He didn’t 
even know who he was.  He was pulling one individual out of the pawn shop window. 



 

 

 
Carol Lynn Yellin:  And he was trying to get a picture. 
 
Henry Lux:  And he just got right up over his back, and he thought somebody was 
climbing on his back. 
 
(AUDIO ISSUES, FAST FORWARDING) 


