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Phil	Thomas‐	Up	to	high,	1,	2,3	testing…Could	I	move	this?	

Phil	Thomas‐	Ok	this	is	Phil	Thomas	and	Glen	Kyles	and	we	are	talking	with	Mr.	
Bailey.		This	is,	can	you	help	me	what	is	the	date?		July	the	10th.		Alrighty.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Now	do	you	want	me	to	tell	what	happened		(muffled)	

Phil	Thomas‐	Before	we	do	that	Mr.	Bailey	we	would	sort	of	like	to	know	a	little	
more	about	you	maybe,	how	did	you	get	where	you	are.		You	are	obviously	quite	
successful		here.		A	little	bit	about	yourself,	where	you	were	born	and	did	you	come	
to	Memphis,	or	were	you	born	here?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Well	I	can	easily	tell	that.		I	was	born	in	Memphis.	I	was	born	in	1802	
Lamar	Ave.,	which	is	Lamar	and	Mclean.		When	I	was	16	years	old…(Tape	Cut)	

Glen	Kyles‐	I	think	we	get	you	born	here	in	Memphis.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Do	you	want	me	to	tell	that	all?	

Phil	Thomas‐	No,	I	think	we	are	ok.	

Walter	Bailey‐	So,	in	the	early	year	I	opened	up	a	little	hotdog	stand	on	Seattle	
street,	selling	hotdogs	and	pop.		I	had	all	the	Sunday	school	kids	up	there	and	my	
sister	went	through	the	man	who	owned	the	building	and	told	him,	says	my	brother	
is	running	a	little	old	hamburger	stand	down	there,	and	he	got	all	the	Sunday	School	
money.	I	went	asked	and	said,	what	you	mean	I	got	all	the	Sunday	school	money,	she	
said	well	you	got	the	vending	machine	up	there	and	children	is	buying	hot	dogs	and	
(Muffled),	so	the	man	taking	the	place	away	from	you.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	I	see.	

Walter	Bailey‐	So	then	I	went	and	told	my	daddy	about	it,	and	my	daddy	say,	well	
she	was	right.		Then	I	got	mad,	then	I	found	a	job	uptown.	

Phil	Thomas‐	How	old	were	you	are	this	time.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Oh	I	guess	I	was	about	18.		Then	after	I	got	the	(muffled),	I	got	a	job	
working	at	the	log	cabin,	making	about	13	dollars	a	week.		

Phil	Thomas‐	And	the	log	cabin	is	what?	

Walter	Bailey‐	The	log	cabin	is	a	restaurant.	I	was	a	dishwasher	there	and	then	the	
next	job	I	got	was	at	the	theatre.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Just	so	we	can	get	a	contrast	in	our	time	how	much	were	you	being	
paid?	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	was	making	$7	a	week	working	12	hours	a	day.	



Phil	Thomas‐	7	days	a	week?	

Walter	Bailey‐	7	days	a	week,	then	I	got	a	job	at	princess	theatre	for	the	same	
amount	but	it	wasn’t	washing	dishes.		Then	I	left	there	and	went	to	work	for	the	
Pullam	Company.		I	was	living	on	3rd	street	then	at	the	(muffled)	hotel.		Then	I	met	a	
young	lady,	that	was	my	wife,	name	Marie	Bailey?.		Then	we	started	to	keep	a	house.		
My	same	sister	that	closed	my	hamburger	joint	up,	she	found	out	I	was	living	with	
this	party	and	she	went	and	told	my	daddy.		My	daddy	came	down	and	told	me	son,	
if	you	don’t	get	married	I	am	going	to	put	you	both	in	jail.		SO	then	I	told	her	about	it	
and	she	said	you	letting	your	daddy	run	your	life.		I	said	that’s	alright	(muffled).		
Then	we	went	to	West	Memphis	that	night,	the	same	night,	Friday	night,	we	got	
married.		On	the	way	back	we	stopped	at	the	little	place	to	get	us	a	drink,	called	the	
brown	jug.		By	the	time	we	had	got	in	the	door	and	sat	down	some	girl	come	over	
and	went	to	hugging	and	my	wife	jumped	up	and	said	what	is	this,	I	said	I	have	been	
going	to	school	with	her.		So	we	had	to	leave	that	night	quickly	before	we	got	to…we	
didn’t	even	get	to	drink	a	beer.		So	we	come	on	back	here	and	then	we	(muffled).		No,	
it	was	the	Rosary,	the	Rosary	hotel.		So	then	my	daddy	says,	I	want	you	to	move	off	
from	here,	and	I	says	papa	I	don’t	have	any	money.		He	says,	we	will	get	the	money	
for	you.	So	he	comes	out	on	advance	a	$360	advance,	and	Mr.	Longberger	the	gate	
eye	from	Belvedere	on	Madison,	the	gate	eye	level	company	he	rented	us	a	place	for	
$50	a	month,	7	rooms.		We	went	to	Duffy	furniture	store	and	talked	to	Mr.	Duffy	and	
he	furnished	the	whole	7	rooms,	it	costs	of	$400	for	some	of	the	best	furniture	that	
1938	could	get.		We	got	that	furniture	for	$400,	$50	down	and	$12	a	month.		We	
stayed	there	and	rented	rooms	for	75	cents	a	night.		We	made	a	lot	of	money	there,	
(Muffled).		Then	we	got	to	saying	we	needed	a	bigger	place.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Mr.	Bailey	I	hate	to	interrupt,	but	about	what	year	was	this	when	you	
began…	

Walter	Bailey‐	All	this	was	in	1938.	

Phil	Thomas‐	So	that	was	kind	of	your	first	entry	into	the	hotel	business.	

Walter	Bailey‐	We	called	it	the	Lorraine	Hotel,	at	368	Vance.		Then	we	went	from	
there	for	about	38,	48,	45,	Richard	Goodman,	which	would	be	of	the	Peabody	Hotel.		
He	bought	the	building	and	then	he	give	us	a	year.	Then	we	went	to	looking	for	a	
building	and	we	found	old	Melva	Hotel,		46	Murder	Area?		We	went	to	W.M.	Bell	and	
asked	hi	how	much	did	he	want	for	it,	and	he	told	us	$18,000.	(Muffled)		So	we	went	
to	Mr.	Pinkerton		and	told	him	about	it,	he	said	I	know	W.M.	I	will	talk	to	him.		In	the	
meantime	he	talked	to	Mr.	Bell	and	Mr.	Bell	said	for	Pink	for	you	I	will	almost	do	
anything	for	you	because	I	asked	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Johnson	to	buy	and	they	don’t	want	to	
buy	it.	I	am	tired	of	fooling	with	it.		Of	course	the	building	is	25	years	old	at	that	
time.		So	Mr.	Pinkley	called	my	self	and	my	wife	together.	Walter	and	Elise	let	me	tell	
you	something,	about	the	building	I	can	get	it	for	you	for	$5,000	down	and	about	
$125	a	month.		The	same	they	paying	for	the	building	but	he	says	he	is	going	to	give	
Mr.	Johnson	first	chance	to	buy	it.	So	we	said	alright,	so	Richard	he	was	really	
beginning	to	push	us	out.	So	we	were	beginning	to	raise	this	money	which	we	had	it	



already,	so	when	the	time	came	to	buy	it,	we	exactly	had	the	$5,000	to	put	down	on	
the	down	payment.		Ever	since	then	we	didn’t	even	look	back.	We	been	going	and	
going	and	going	and	going.	So	1955	we	was	talking	about	integration.		I	was		court	
room	reporter	and	I	would	come	tell	my	wife	all	these	different	things	what’s	
happening	allover	from	out	of	state.		We	was	supposed	to	be	(Muffled)		Then	I	would	
come	back	and	tell	her.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Can	you	think	of	an	instance	or	example?	

Walter	Bailey‐	No	I	wouldn’t	ever	say	it,	I	wouldn’t	want	to	say.		But	I	will	say	this.		I	
was	very	surprised	to	find	out	it	wasn’t	what	it	should	have	been	because	Memphis	
was	just	about	as	good	as	any	place	I	have	been,	I	would	still	rather	be	in	Memphis.		
So	going	on	to	build	this	new	motel,	I	was	asking	the	peoples	what	the	opinion	of	me	
building	this	hotel	because	we	are	integrating.		They	said	you	aren’t	going	to	do	it	
you	are	going	to	go	broke.		And	I	said	it	is	a	chance	to	take.		So	we	did.		I	stopped	
talking	to	my	wife	and	finally	she	knew	I	was	intention	of	going	with	it,	regardless	
she	said	(muffled).		She	said,	well	if	that’s	what	you	want,	I	am	with	you.		Ever	since	
then	we	haven’t	done	anything	unless	we	did	it	together,	I	don’t	care	what	it	was,	
anything	we	did	we	did	it	together.	If	she	says	no,	that’s	the	way	it	went.		So	far	I	
have	found	out	that	a	good	example	to	(Muffled).		That’s	what	we	did	we	had	owned	
a	farm	out	in	the	country	we	paid	$9,000	for	it	and	it	is	worth	$40,000	today.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Where	is	the	farm?	

Walter	Bailey‐	In	Shelby	Forrest	state	park.		We	used	to	raise	trachas,	she	could	do	
that	with	me,	hogs,	cows,	chickens,	5	or	6	hundred	at	a	time.		We	had	1,500	trachas	
at	the	time,	sold	them	for	$10	a	piece.		She	would	drive	the	truck,	drive	the	truck	to	
down	with	nothing	but	white	legged	chicken.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Deliver	the	poultry.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Deliver	the	people’s	food	to	the	people	and	the	restaurants	and	she	
would	get	up	at	4	o’clock	in	the	morning	and	go	with	me	to	the	country	and	feed	
them.	One	time	we	got	arrested.	She	crazy	about	a	hog.	

Phil	Thomas‐	She	what?	

Walter	Bailey‐	She	was	crazy	about	a	hog.	And	we	will	call	this	hog	mamma.		I	went	
out	there	one	day	with	her	and	she	had	her	little	bucket	of	garbage	we	got	out	of	the	
kitchen.		She	said,	I’m	going	take	this	to	mamma.		When	we	got	out	there	mamma	
runned	up	to	her,	I	just	pushed	her	aside,	and	I	got	a	scar	all	along	here	cause	I	
pushed	her.		We	used	to	make	7	and	8	hundred	dollars	just	for	our	Christmas	
money.	

David	Yellin‐	Christmas	and	Thanksgiving?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes.	And	we	have	sold	at	least	15	head	of	cow	right	at	Christmas.		
This	was	just	a	farm.		Then	we	sold	some	sweet	potatoes	with	a	man	which	we	



didn’t	know	anything	about.		So	I	finished	all	the	seeds,	I	mean	the	plants	for	the	
potatoes,	had	all	the	land	broken	bought	a	new	tractor	and	everything.		He	told	us	
we	was	going	to	make	all	this	money,	all	this	truck	patch	money.		So	when	they	got	
ready	to	ply	the	potatoes	up,	we	had	a,	they	barred	on	going	in,	we	couldn’t	go	back	
there.		So	the	man	called	me	Mr.	Boyak	called	me	up	and	said	Bailey,	I	am	going	to	
ply	the	potatoes	today.	I	said	just	a	minute	let	me	ask	my	wife.		He	said,	you	have	to	
ask	your	wife	everything.		I	said,	well	buddy	that	is	the	way	we	start.		So	I	went	and	
asked	her	and	she	said	daddy	we	can’t	go	today.		So	he	turned	(muffled)	so	I	told		
him	and	he	said	I	am	going	to	ply	mine	up	and	I	am	going	to	play	every	other	row.		
Well	I	said	it	was	alright	with	me	go	ahead.	So	I	come	back	and	o	told	my	wife,	I	said,	
Mr.	Boise	said	he	going	to	ply	up	every	other	row.		She	said,	just	so	he	leave	my	
potatoes	out	there	he	can	ply	up	every	row.		SO	when	we	go	out	there	the	next	day	
to	get	the	potatoes	we	thought	we	was	going	to	have	to	dig	them	up.		Every	other	
row	makes	him	throw	his	row	on	my	row	and	that	makes	my	potatoes	deeper,	
because	he	throw	his	dirt	on	top	of	mine.		So	then	we	had	a	terrible	time	getting	
those	potatoes	out	and	every	body	up	in	the	country	was	laughing	at	us	because	we	
told	him	it	was	alright.	So	then	we	went	and	got	watermelon	next	year.		He	would	go	
into	the	field	every	night	and	get	the	watermelons	and	we	would	go	out	in	the	day	
time	trying	to	get	some	and	we	didn’t	have	anything	but	nuts.		So	then	we	just	closed	
the	farm	down	and	that	truck	patch.		Then	we	went	into	turkey	business	outright.		
That’s	how	we	made	the	money.		While	we	was	out	there	watching	the	turkeys,	the	
hotel	business	was	going	down.		Our	money	was	coming	in.	So	finally,	we	just	had	to	
give	up	the	farm	and	move	back	to	town.		And	then	we	began	to	buy	some	more	
property,	we	built	a	big	(Muffled)		Johnson	and	Greenwood.		Then	my	wife	would	
liked	a	lot	of	clothes	and	jewelry.		Everything	she	agreed,	I	agreed	that’s	what	we	
did.		So	we	went	on	then	we	got	talking	on	about	this	new	motel…	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	What	year	was	this?	

Walter	Bailey‐	This	was	in	1964.		We	went	on	then	and	started	talking	about	this	
motel.		The	(Kizzard?),	out	of	Nashville.	

Phil	Thomas‐	He	was	going	to?	

Walter	Bailey‐	He	was	a	architect	at	that	time	and…	

Phil	Thomas‐	Do	you	know	his	first	name?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Gwendolyn	Kizzard.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Gwendolyn.	

Walter	Bailey‐	He	is	still	an	architect	and	he	is	building	something	for	Mr.	Willis	
right	now,	he	is	doing	something	for	Mr.	Willis.		He		was	my	first	architect	and	then	
he	got	sick.		(Muffled)		Then	we	wrote	him	a	letter	and	we	gave	him	10	days	to	give	
us	(muffled).		Then,	excuse	me,	then	we	went	on	to	Mr.,	what	is	this	clothing	store	up	
here	on	Beale	St.?			



Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	I’m	yeah	I	know.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Laskey	Brothers	was	an	architect	at	the	time,	which	he	still	is.	We	
called	him	at	the	time	to	come	down	and	straighten	this	out.		Instead	of	me	changing	
the	whole	deal	I	went	along	Kizzard,	which	he	was	trying	to	cut	it	lower	than…Well	
anyway	we	winded	up	September	the	13th	1964,	$47,000	in	the	red	before	we	
closed	the	door.		The	reason	for	that	the	mortgage	was	cut	so	short	at	that	time	that	
we	thought	we	had	everything	figured	out	right,	but	when	this	new	higher	
contractor	come	in		he	found	out	I	couldn’t	get	$16,000	worth	of	furniture	unless	I	
use	1	table	1	lamp	and	1	chair.		So	that	wouldn’t	work.		So	I	go	back	to	the	mortgage	
and	I	ask	him	for	more	money,	He	refused.		So	he	allowed	me	$6,000	pool,	then	he	
had	me	$2,500	for	the	restaurant,	and	$16,000	worth	of	furniture.		Well	that	was	
doubling	the	furniture	by	$34,000,	the	pool	was	$9,000,	the	restaurant	was	$23,000.	

Phil	Thomas‐	That	finally	came	out.	

Walter	Bailey‐	That	didn’t	even	call	for	the	plumbing	running	into	the	pool,	that	
didn’t	call	the	electric	work,	that	didn’t	call	anything	extra	that	goes	in	these	places.	
Then	the	draper	and	some	of	the	upholstery,	the	carpet	in	some	of	the	offices,	
altogether	I	can	put	it	to	you,	we	had	$47,000	dollars	worth	of	bills.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Now	was	that,	and	you	built	this	park	here	then.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes,	this	one	went	in	the	(louha?).	Then	when	we	told	the	people	we	
would	have	this	money	go	on	and	hang	the	drapers,	go	on	and	put	the	plumbing	in,	
we	didn’t	know	how	in	the	world	we	were	going	to	pay	this	money,	but	I	was	hoping	
that	I	was	opening	a	new	motel	and	people	was	just	going	to	come	running	and	
running	from	everywhere.		But	I	was	foolish.		Well	after	the	ten	days	was	up,	after	
from	the	13th	to	the	23rd	the	ten	days	were	up.		Then	my	wife	said,	alright	Mr.	Big	
Man	what	you	going	to	do?		The	only	thing	I	said	was,	are	you	with	me?		She	said,	
daddy	you	know	I	am.		Then	I	said	alright,	Monday	morning	I	am	going	to	talk	to	all	
these	people	and	I	am	going	to	tell	them	what	trouble	I	am	in.		I	went	to	talk	to	
everybody.		Everybody	said	Bailey	we	are	with	you.		How’s	Elise,	I	told	him,	she’s	
alright,		This	is	the	year	that	we	were	really	going	to	live,	this	year	that	this	
happened.		So	I	mean…(Tape	Cuts).	

Walter	Bailey‐	Sometime	I	say	it	worth	it	and	sometime	I	say	it’s	not.		We	was	
planning	to	really	live	this	year,	we	have	all	planned,	we	bought	new	property	on	3rd	
and	Vance,	we	got	100	unit	motel.		We	had	went	to	one	of	my	good	friend	Mr.	
Cobweb	he	worked	for	Holiday	Inn	of	America.				He	went	to	the	trouble	for	us	to	
find	out	how	many	units	we	could	put	over	there.		We	could	put	100	units,	like	it	
stands	now,	or	we	could	go	under	the	ground	and	build	120.		This	was	her	plan	to	
draw	this	up,	she	had	draw	everything	perfect	as	can	be.		We	aimed	to	put	office	
building	in	there,	aimed	to	put	swimming	pool	on	the	inside.		Aimed	to	have	
everything	in	the	room	even	the	little	refrigerators	and	there	was	champagne	and	
everything	in	it	like	every	other,	something	different	had	the	room	made	so	the	maid	
would	never	have	to	come	out	and	throw	her	linen	on	the	porch	or	put	the	linen	



where	the	guest	would	see	them.		We	would	have	a	drop	out	in	the	back.		Or	a	
window	where	it	all	lands	down	in	the	basement	and	then	the	maid	will	come	down	
there	and	pick	it	up,	Until	this	happened,	everything	has	been	going	back	to	the	
other	way.		I	don’t	know	what	I	am	going	to	do	yet	with	the	property,	Mr.	Freddy	
Gold	was	there	this	morning	and	he	was	trying	to	give	me	some	ideas	and	he	had	
some	people’s	want	it,	but	I	don’t		want	to	sell	it.		I	would	sell	anybody	the	ground	
land	and	we	be	in	partnership	with	me	and	my	wife.			

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(Muffled)	

Walter	Bailey‐	No,	this	new	one.		Now	the	new	land	is	going	to	be	the	King	Lorraine	
Hotel.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Say	before	I	forget,	why	the	name	The	Lorraine?	

Walter	Bailey‐	My	wife	was	named	Lorreet,	so	that	lakes	it	Loraine.	Anyway,	I	never	
fought	my	wife,	never	cursed	her,	and	anything	she	wanted	she	got	it.		You	know	as	
we	went	along.	

Phil	Thomas‐	I	don’t	think	my	wife	gets	that	good	a	break.	

Walter	Bailey‐	But	she	had	worked,	she	would	get	up	with	me	at	5	in	the	morning	
with	me	if	I	need	her,	she	will	stay	up	until	5	the	next	morning.			She	would	get	right	
back	up	at	8.		We	cooked	together,	we	washed	dishes	together,	we	did	everything	
together,	and	we	can	prove	it	by	our	friends	and	our	business	people.	

Phil	Thomas‐	One	thing	also,	let	me	ask	you	this,	do	you,	were	you	also	at	the	
Holiday	Inn.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes,	I	was	at	the	Holiday	Inn,	I	have	been	there	for	12	years.	I	also	
was	a	courtroom	reporter	and	my	wife	ran	this	place	on	(muffled).		So	you	can’t	
hardly	find	another	woman	like	her,	I	don’t	care	where	you	look.	I	mean	she	had	all	
kind	of	clothes,	she	didn’t	care	anything	about	them.		She	was	very,	what	she	want	to	
do,	she	wanted	just	that	and	that’s	all.		She	didn’t	care	too	much	about	too	many	
friends,	but	if	she	was	your	friend	she	was	your	friend.		She	didn’t	like	a	lot	of	gossip.	
Quicker	way	to	lose	her	friendship,	you	gossip	a	lot	now	a	lot	of	time	I	have	lost	it	
because	I	get	to	talking	and	she	just	gets	mad	see.	Then	she	would	say	I	wish	you	
would	quit	talking	so	much.		She	never	did	talk	to	much.		Anybody	would	bring	any	
message	by	somebody,	she	would	say	let	them	alone	I	don’t	want	that	on	me	at	all.		
It	had	taken	me	29	years	to	find	out	that	we	had	time	to	go	to	church.		The	only	way	
that	I	found	t	his	out	was	on	the	day	of	her	funeral	I	was	sitting	there	thinking,	I	said	
now	here	it	is	she	was	always	saying,	we	got	to	be	there	to	fix	this	hamburger,	we	
got	to	be	there	to	wash	the	linens,	we	got	to	be	there	to	watch	the	money,	and	we	
would	try	to	go	places	and	she	would	see	one	thing	wrong	she	will	pull	off	her	
clothes	and	say	I	don’t	have	any	money…Who	is	doing	it	now.		Who	is	doing	it	now	
that	is	why	I	tell	anybody,	this	is	something	I	know.		I	have	seen	it	happen,	when	I	
see	people	say	they	ain’t	got	time	that’s	all	because	I	been	through	it.		And	this	
weight	didn’t	get	off	of	me	until	I	joined	the	church.		Now	that	is	the	onlyest	thing	



that	I	said	that	anybody	can	get	rid	of	anything.		I	used	to	get	up	every	morning	and	I	
was	failed	and	I	was	busted	until	I	went	to	church.	When	I	went	to	church	that	
Friday	I	was	setting	there	who	is	going	to	cook	the	hamburger?		Who	is	going	to	
watch	the	hamburger?		Who	going	to	make	the	change?		Who	going	to	wipe	the	
pillowcases?		Who	going	to	do	that?	

She’s	out	there	I	am	here	and	the	place	is	still	going	on.	The	place	is	better	because	
we	got	better	service	and	if	she	was	just	here	to	see	what	mistake	we	both	had	
made.		That’s	what	hurts	me,	when	a	person	has	worked	hard	and	they	are	not	here	
to	see	what	they	really	have	done.		Now	I	went	to	church,	I	see	all	this	thing	right	
there	that	Friday.		Something	hit	me	on	the	top	of	my	head	and	burned	me	to	the	
bottom	of	my	feet	all	the	time	I	was	sitting	there.	Sunday	morning	at	4:30	I	was	in	
the	bed	with	my	two	grandchildren,	my	son	in	law	and	my	daughter.		We	all	shared	
one	great	big	bed.		And	I	woke	up	at	4:30,	my	mind	told	me	to	get	up	and	go	to	
church.		Ain’t	been	to	church	in	29	years.	I	got	up	and	went	to	church.		Before	you	
going	to	church,	and	I	said	oh	yes	I	am	going,	he	said	I	am	going	too.	I	said	come	on.	
So	I	went	to	church	that	Easter	Sunday,	never	missed	again.,		I	don’t	care	what	
nobody	says	it	really	did	something	for	me.		I	don’t	have	that	burden,	things	have	
been	light,	very	light.		I	have	joined	the	church,	it	took	me	3	Sundays	to	join.		On	the	
first	Sunday	I	went	I	was	just	moving	a	little	bit,	next	Sunday	I	went	I	went	to	
moving	a	whole	lot.		The	third	Sunday	I	got	up	and	walked	to	the	end	of	the	bench	
turned	around	and	come	back,	I	said	I	had	a	friend	with	me	Tony	went	with	me.		Do	
you	know	Tony,	Tony	went	with	me.		He	thought	I	was	kidding	see.		So	he	couldn’t	
set	with	me,	but	he	set	over	here.		I	got	up	again	and	turned	around	and	came	back.		
When	the	preacher	had	throwed	his	hands	up	and	started	to	walk	back	to	the	pulpit,	
I	got	up	and	walked	out	of	that	aisle	and	when	I	got	up	there	he	put	his	hand	on	top	
of	my	head	and	only	thing	I	could	do	was	my	hand	went	up	in	the	air.		Just	like	this,	I	
couldn’t	say	a	word,	I	looked	back	and	Tony	was	crying	going	out	the	door.		I	said	to	
myself	boy	don’t	leave	me	here.		And	ever	since	then	I	have	been	going	to	church,	
and	I	been	feeling	good	ever	since.		I	don’t	care	what	I	am	doing	on	a	Sunday,	last	
Sunday	we	were	(muffled)	I	looked	up	at	the	clock	and	it	said	11:45.		I	stopped,	put	
on	my	clothes	and	left.		I	come	on	back	here	and	I	was	alright.		So	things	just	been	
different	lately.	Anybody	who	thinks	that	if	you	go	to	church	it	won’t	help	you,	
anybody	who	say	they	can	stay	away	from	church	they	are	wrong.		

Phil	Thomas‐	Wow	I	believe	you	had	a	good	plug.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Now,	that	is	one	thing	that	it	had	really	helped	me.		Before	then	I	was	
saying	Lord	what	am	I	going	to	do,	who	going	to	do	this	for	me.	Oh	I	am	not	going	to	
make	it,	I	am	not	going	to	do	this,	I	am	not	going	to	do	that,	but	now	I	think	I	can	
carry	on,	as	good	as	both	of	us	did.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Well	ok	could	you	tell	us,	Mr.	Bailey	about	Dr.	King.		I	understand	he	
had	stayed	at	the	Lorraine	before.		Yes,	Dr.	King,	Dr.	Long,	Dr.	Gattison	from	
Birmingham,	Dr.	Ralph	Jackson,	Dr.	Johnson	have	been	staying	here	ever	since	we	
have	the	9	rooms	and	also	the	16	room	motel,	they	felt	they	was	at	home,	they	
would	have	come	back	in	the	kitchen,	they	would	pick	their	own	room	to	stay	in,	



and	like	we	had	rules	and	regulations	in	the	hotel,	you	check	in	at	10	in	the	morning	
and	you	due	out	at	2	the	next	day,	that	didn’t	mean	nothing	to	them.		They	would	be	
over	bill,	and	we	would	be	like	brother	Bailey	look	like	he	was	charging	too	much	
we	would	cut	the	bill,	we	would	give	them	a	rate.		So	they	felt	like	they	were		at	
home,	like	(muffled),	Louis	Armstrong,	BB	King,	Lyon	Hampton,	Cab	Callaway,	all	
those	old	timers	stop	when	they	come.			

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	They	came	through	Memphis?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Now	if	they	come	back	they	always	stop.		If	they	are	gospel	singers,	
some	one	them	don’t	have	to	have	no	reservation.		Like	(undeterminable	name),	and	
the	silvertones,	mighty	clouds	of	joy.		They	don’t	have	no	reservation.		Only	thing	we	
have	to	do	is	to	see	their	plaque,		when	they	pull	into	Memphis	and		they	come	to	the	
Lorraine.	

Phil	Thomas‐	And	you	just	automatically…	

Walter	Bailey‐	We	automatically	have	the	rooms,	they	stay	the	same,	they	go	all	over	
the	kitchen	they	go	all	over	my	room,	all	in	the	basement.		This	is	a	family	hotel.		But	
if	you	do	wrong	you	are	not	our		family.		You	just	a	guy	that	is	looking	for	something	
and	causing	trouble.	But	this	is	a	family	hotel.		We	have	more	money	on	checks	and	
people	leaving	which	would	could	collect	but	when	you	collect	from	my	people	you	
going	to	lose	a	friend.		So	we	just	don’t	even	bother	about	it,	now	we	just	don’t	cash	
no	more	personal	checks.		We	tell	them	it	is	against	the	rule	to	cash	a	personal	
check.		I	try	and	keep	the	friendship,	I	would	rather	a	man	come	in	and	say	I	don’t	
have	any	money	then	to	give	me	a	check	and	have	the	check	come	back.		Because	if	
the	man	give	me	a	check	for	$50	all	the	peoples	I	do	business	with	have	been	pretty	
nice	to	me,	when	they	bring	that	check	back	I	have	to	take	hard	working	money	to	
take	that	check	back.		So	I	tell	all	my	guests	now,	I	don’t	mean	any	harm	but	if	your	
check	is	not	no	good,	send	me	my	money,	don’t	give	me	no	check.		I	have	to	pay	that	
cash	money	when	the	check	come	back.	So	I	don’t	take	anymore	personal	checks,	I	
let	them	go	ahead	home	or	wherever	they	are	going	and	send	me	the	money	back.		
Because	that	is	twice	I	done	lost	the	money	that	way.		I	have	got	to	worry	about	if	I	
got	it,	but	if	I	don’t	give	this	man	his	check	I	don’t	have	to	repay	this	money.		See	
that’s	what	puts	a	lot	of	people	mad	taking	checks	from	people	and	they	don’t	have	
the	money,	a	check	is	hard	to	collect.		A	check	is	hard	to	collect.	A	man	here	could	
give	you	a	check	in	Arkansas	in	Memphis	and	you	can’t	go	collect	it	in	Arkansas.	So	
we	just	don’t	take	any	checks.				

Phil	Thomas‐	Somebody	told	me	that	this	was	about	the	13th	time	Dr.	King	had	
stayed	at	the	Lorraine.		Was	that	right?	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	believe	it	was	more	than	that.		I	imagine	they	think	of	the	times	that	
they	know	of	Dr.	King,	you	know	when	Dr.	King	would	start	to	traveling	with	Dr.	
Gaston,	and	Dr.	(muffled),	people	know	him	as	they	would	know	him	today.		So	they	
have	been	stating	what	is	along	time	like	take	Bishop	Paige,	church	of	god	in	Christ.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(Undeterminable	question)	



Walter	Bailey‐	No,	I	couldn’t	tell	you	that	but	I	will	tell	you	any	event	that	it	had	been	
past	64	and	it	had	been	past	65	because	55	we	had	an	o	ld	brown	house	while	we	
were	raising	turkeys,	and	they	have	stayed	there	then	when	he	was	just	traveling.		
Maybe	he	was	coming	here,	preaching	for	somebody.		Now	you	take	like	Bishop	
Paige	and	Bishop	Taylor,	which	he	is	dead.		Bishop	Ellingswore,	from	Chicago,	
Bishop	Chiles,	all	the	sanctified	people,	church	of	god	in	Christ,	they	had	been	
stocking	with	us	when	we	only	had	9,	14,	15	rooms	in	the	whole	hotel,	before	we	
built	anything,	they	stayed	with	us.		Bishop	Mays	has	had	a	lot	of	his	older	bishops	
stay	here	with	us.		So	we	have	been	blessed	having	good	clientele	ever	since	we	have	
been	open.		We	have	never	had	any	trouble	with	anybody.		Nobody	has	ever	checked	
in	and	lost	anything.		We	have	never	had	any	law	enforcement	real	bad.		I	think,	my	
wife	and	I,	did	a	good	job.		If	I	can	continue	to	the	helm	like	she	did	and	like	myself	I	
think	we	will	have	a	grand	hotel.		But	we	got	to	have	people	to	help	me,	To	all	my	
help	I	take	my	two	maids	I	have	and	I	raise	their	salary	and	put	them	on	the	switch	
board	because	guests	were	unavailable	and	couldn’t	get	service.		Me	and	my	wife	
were	doing	everything	by	ourselves.		That	was	the	mistake	we	both	made.		Anything	
she	says	I	will	be	back	on	with	her.		But	we	made	money,	that	was	good,	but	we	was	
tired	at	night,	and	I	do	believe	if	she	could	come	back	and	see	the	mistake	that	we	
both	made.		She	made	the	mistake	for	wanting	that	way,	I	made	the	mistake	of	to	go	
along	with	her.	So	I	mean	we	both	made	a	mistake.	I	will	say	it	again,	it	take	to	
people	to	make.		If	two	peoples	are	going	to	make	it	they	have	to	stick	together.		Just	
like	(muffled),	We	had	a	90	room	motel,	we	didn’t	have	any	payment	yet,	it	was	
raining	that	night	and	we	had	(muffled)	Mr.	Walter	and	another	man	I	forget	his	
name.		My	assistant	porter,	Earnest	Ruffin.		Mr.	Walter	walked	up	to	us	and	said	bill,	
we	got	to	fill	up	this	place	tonight.		I	said	ain’t	but	one	thing	to	do	get	us	an	umbrella	
and	two	flashlights	and	we	will	fill	it	up.	So	we	got	on	the	highway	that	night	and	we	
filled	those	90	rooms	up.		And	on	the	way	back	to	the	orphanage,	you	know	we	had	a	
big	drive	way.		Mr.	Walter	said	Bill,	the	only	way	we	are	going	to	make	it,	this	is	
going	to	have	to	be	one	big	family.		That	Mrs.	Wilson	always	said	I	believe.		I	never	
heard	her	say	it	but	I	know	she	had	something	to	do	with	it.		And	from	that	day,	
today,	that	Holiday	Inn	was	made	by	being	one	big	family.		They	prove	that	in	
Memphis	they	prove	it	in	every	state	in	the	United	States.		They	had	went	abroad	
and	they	peoples	over	there	believe	in	the	Holiday	Inn	because	they	are	putting	
them	everywhere.		So	I	was	trying	to	get	that	same	policy	of	the	city.		If	the	city	of	
any	city	going	to	get	together	and	make	it	one	big	family	we	will	never	make	it.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	That’s	right.	

Walter	Bailey‐	In	your	home	you	got	to	be	one	big	family.		In	your	church	you	got	to	
big	one	big	family,	and	business	you	got	to	be	one	family,	and	a	city	has	to	become	a	
family.		You	may	not	believe	this,	but	politics	is	dead,	there	is	going	to	be	one	rule:	
you	going	to	have	to	be	one	big	family.		Until	then	I	don’t	think	we	will	make	it	in	the	
world	if	we	don’t	get	together	and	make	it	one	big	family.		Now	you	watch,	Holliday	
Inn	has	proved	that	over	the	years	and	I	am	very,	very,	very,	sure	that	if	it	wasn’t	for	
true	life	from	behind	the	Holiday	Inn	would	never	grow.		There	will	never	be	
another	business	that	grow	as	fast	as	the	Holiday	inn	in	America.		You	can	find	that	



in	history	way	back.		Holiday	Inn	has	made	history.		Lorraine	can’t	make	the	history	
the	Holiday	Inn	made	but	it’s	going	to	try	and	make	it	one	big	family	after	all	my	
help..	If	you	help	me	make	it	I’ll	help	raise	you.		And	I	have	proven	tot	hem,	I	have	
made	them	part	of	it	in	my	room	service,	I	give	them	so	much	of	the	room	service.	I	
will	give	them	so	much	every	time	they	get	a	guest	to	come	to	the	room	to	eat,	I	
mean	come	to	the	restaurant	to	eat.		So	that’s	what	I	said	I	made	them	part	of	the	
hotel.		And	if	it	get	big	enough	I	will	give	them	more.		They	will	have	something	like		
a	monthly	return	for	them.		If	I	get	so	many	rooms	rented,	so	much	restaurant	
business,	I	will	put	it	all	in	a	pool,	and	the	money	I	will	split	it	up.		But	making	part	
of,	anytime	you	make	someone	part	of	something	they	are	going	to	work	more.		You	
can	take	your	church,	if	you	make	somebody	part	of	something	they	going	to	work	
that	much	harder.		So	you	got	to	make	it	one	big	family	now,	you	test	this.		When	the	
ants	are	working,	do	not	watch	anything,	they	be	going	in	them	holes	together	but	
you	never	see	them	fighting.		They	be	putting	that	food	up.		They	are	one	big	family.	
When	a	bird	brings	his	little	ones,	he	gets	out	and	he	gets	it	and	he	brings	it	all	home.		
I	will	tell	you	another	story,	several	things	that	happened.		About	6	months	ago,	this	
lady	had	a	little	puppy	over	here.		I	was	coming	out	of	the	restaurant	with	some	
glasses.	I	was	in	a	hurry,	and	little	dog	got	between	my	legs	and	made	me	drop	these	
glasses.		I	picked	up	a	stick	and	throwed	it	at	him.	Do	you	know	today	I’m	just	
getting	that	dog	back	to	take	anything	from	me.		She	had	some	puppies,	they	kept	
one	puppy.		And	do	you	know	that	puppy	won’t	come	to	me	for	nothing.		That	
mother	had	told	that	dog	somehow.	

(Laughs)	

Walter	Bailey‐	Now	I	can	prove	that.		That	you	don’t	dig	do	yah.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Well	if	the	puppy	won’t	come.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Now	when	I	give	the	mother	something	right	now,	she	will	roll	her	
eyes	at	me	and	the	puppy	will	do	the	same.		Now	that’s	a	true	fact	I	can	prove	it	to	
you.		So	you	just	got	to	treat	people	right.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Well	that’s	true,	well	where	is	there	anybody	
(muffled	by	scream).	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(muffled),	he	was	out	there	saying	(muffled)	He	was	
looking	all	in	it	looking	in	the	bushes,	looking	everywhere.	(Bad	audio	Quality)		After	
about	5	or	10	minutes	one	bird,	she	hopped	up	to	the	little	bird	and	she	stood	their	
for	a	minute,	I	guess	she	was	telling	him.	She	stood	there	for	about	2	minutes,	and	
like	she	was	talking	to	them.		She	turned	around	and	then	she	started	to	hop	away,	
she	didn’t	fly,	she	started	to	hop	one	hop	at	a	time.		The	baby	bird	followed	her	then	
the	other	bird	flies	down	and	watches	as	if	he	was	on	guard.		Well	the	mama	bird	led	
the	baby	bird	into	the	bush.		After	they	got	over	top	the	bush,	the	baby	bird	wouldn’t	
go	in.		She	flying	around	and	she	flying	around,	then	she	came	back	over	to	it	and	she	
stood	there	and	she	got	up	on	her	little	twig	and	she	was	trying	to	make	it	come	on	



in.		Meanwhile,		(muffled)	just	stood	there	and	he	is	looking	this	way	and	looking	
that	way,	just	to	make	sure	there	is	no	dog,	we	have	a	dog.		He	stood	there	just	
looking	from	one	place	to	another.		She	fluttered	and	she	did	everything	she	could	to	
make	that	baby	bird	fly.		Finally,	she	hopped	down	got	behind	him	and	started	to	
hop	as	if	to	nudge	him.	Then	she	hopped	back	around	in	front	of	him	and	started	to	
hop	and	the	bird	followed	her	right	on	in.			

Walter	Bailey‐	It	ain’t	like	that	would	happen	you	know	you	have	to	have	something	
to	hit	you,	you	have	to	have	something	to	hit	you	before	you	really	can	do	these	
things.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	It	was	really	amazing	I	said	I	wish	I	had	had	my	
camera,	think	of	it,	it	was	just	so	fascinating	at	the	time	we	all	stood	there	and	we	
ran	in	there	and	all	of	us	stood	in	the	kitchen	and	watched	this	happen.		He	says	how	
do	you	know	that	is	the	father	bird.		Well	he	is	standing	there	watching,	he	is	
standing	there	guarding	as	soon	as	they	got	into	the	bush	and	everything	was	alright	
he	flew	right	in	there	with	him.			

Walter	Bailey‐	Last	thing	I	said,	a	thing	like	that	you	can	almost	control	it	if	you	
together	see.		It	just	like	Dr.	King.		Dr.	King	was	a	wonderful	man,	a	wonderful	man.		
You	could	touch	him,	he	was	hard	as	a	brick.		He	could	touch	any	man,	touch	any	
man.		He	is	not	hard.		But	Dr.	King	was	hard,	he	was	hard	all	that	matters	show	you.		
All	in	his	back	is	hard.	Have	you	ever	noticed	that?	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	No	I	have	never	touched	a	black	man.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Rather	if	you	like	I	could	put	my	hand	around	him	or	pat	him	on	the	
shoulder,	that	I	may	catch	him	around	his	side…he	is	hard	as	a	brick.		Difference	
from	any	other	man.		That	day	that	he	come	from	court,	he	never	did	walk	north	that	
is	another	thing.		When	he	walked	out	of	his	room	without	a	coat	on.		My	wife	come	
and	would	call		me	(muffled).		When	we	come	out	again	she	was	looking	for	me	
again,	he	had	his	coat	on.		By	t	his	time	we	walked	on	out	where	he	was,	and	he	said	
Mrs.	Bailey	I	am	getting	ready	to	out	to	Dr.	Kyles.		Said,	he	doesn’t	have	any	good	
food	out	there	like	you	have	that	good	catfish	I	am	going	to	come	back	and	eat	here.		
She	says,	alright	Dr.,	by	that	time	your	husband	had		by	going	to	the	next	room	up	
there	and	he	was	going	on	up	around	the	corner.		And	in	a	few	minutes	we	heard	
some	pop	just	like	that.		My	wife	said…	

Phil	Thomas‐	Now	where	were	you?	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	was	going	in	the	kitchen,	we	had	got	in	the	kitchen	in	other	wards.	

Phil	Thomas‐	And	Mrs.	Bailey	was	there.	

Walter	Bailey‐	She	was	in	front	,	and	so	my	old	truck	still	sitting	out	there	she	is	
always	wanting	me	to	change	it,	and	she	said	oh	somebody	done	hit	that	truck.		She	
said	oh	yeah	daddy	somebody	done	hit	that	old	white	truck.		I	said	ain’t	nobody	hit	
that	truck	baby.		By	that	time	there	was	so	much	emotion	going	on	you	know,	



somebody	said	Dr.	King	got	shot	and	it	hit	us	just	like	that.		We	walked	back	on	
around	there	and	she	just	said,	why,	why,	why.		We	walked	on	back	in	the	kitchen	
and	she	shut	the	back	door,	she	said,	I	have	got	to	go	back	out	there.		She	come	back	
out	there	and	she	stood	up	out	there	just	like	this,	wobbling.		But	I	thought	it	was	
just	the	shock,	I	didn’t.	And	then	she	kept	on	for	a	minute	and	I	could	see	these	blue	
things	up	in	her	head	see.	Well	that	was	that	blood	moving,	but	nobody	knew	it.		
Nobody	had	no	idea.		So	she	wasn’t	even	crying,	she	wasn’t	even	saying	nothing.	I	
was	swoll	up	like	a	bear,	I	guess	you	noticed	me	in	the	magazine,	I	was	just	swoll	up.		
So	I	left,	she	said	daddy	you	going	to	leave	me?	I	said,	yes	I	have	got	to	go,	I	just	got	
to	go.		So	I	left	a	quarter	to	9,	when	I	got	over	there	I	was	breaking	like	mail.		

Phil	Thomas‐	This	was	the	Holiday	Inn?	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	had	a	party	coming	up	that	day,	that	night.	

Phil	Thomas‐	What	was	your	job	at	the	Holiday	Inn?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Anything,	just	so	I	see	that	the	service	had	went	on.	But	9	o’clock,	
they	said	you	better	come	to	the	desk	and	I	went	to	the	phone	and	my	brother	said	
Darrell	something	wrong	with	Elise	you	better	come	home.		I	said	there	ain’t	nothing	
wrong	with	her	at	all.	IO	said		ain’t	nothing	wrong	with	her,	just	knock	on	the	door	
until	I	said	I	wanted	the	phone.		She	said	Bill	I	can’t	get	up,	and	I	knew	there	was	
something	wrong	then.		My	lord	what	had	happened.		I	jumped	in	that	old	white	
truck,	come	out	the	drive	way	and	I	(muffled),	about	that	time	the	squad	car	pull	up,		
Zambi	where	you	going?	I	said,	man	something	happened	to	my,	I	am	going.		He	said	
wait	a	minute	excuse	me,	we	going	to.		We	go	in	that	car	they	rolled	me	straight	
down	union	avenue	making	about	90	miles	an	hour.			
	
Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	really	and	this	was	the	police?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes	this	was	the	police.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Did	you	know	them?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Oh	yes,	I	in	fact	knew	all	of	them.		So	when	we	got	home	she	was	bent	
over,	stiff	trying	to	get	up.	She	had	fallen	like	this	and	I	had	her	in	my	arms,	and	we	
carried	her	to	the	hospital.		I	know	which	doctor	they	had.		He	looked	at	me,	
shrugged	his	head,	I	knew	she	was	dead	then,	so	they	put	her	on	a	table,	I	went	back	
there	he	says,	a	blood	blister	got	her.		When	they	got	ready	to	operate	,	they	went	
back	and	said	Mr.	Bailey	come	to	the	door	for		a	minute.		Your	wife	just		had	a	heart	
attack	so	we	can’t	operate	until	tomorrow,	if	you	want	to	give	her	this	medicine,	give	
her	a	shot,	and	see	if	she	can’t	pull	out	of	it.		Next	morning	I	talked	to	the	nurse,	
(muffled).		Next	morning,	same	thing.	I	already	made	up	my	mind	tell	me,	if	I	don’t	
operate	she	is	going	to	die	and	if	they	do	operate	she	will	never	be	the	same.		I	said	
well	you	think	it	will	save	her	then	operate.	Then	they	operate	on	Monday	morning	
and	Tuesday	morning	she	died	at	8	o’clock.		They	know	she	was	going	to	die	because	
I	knew.		It	was	just	too	much	for	her,	the		way	they	lived	and	the	way	they	were,	I	
knew	it	was	too	much	for	her.	



Phil	Thomas‐	Had	she	been…had	she	known	Dr.	King	well?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Listen,	let	me	tell	you,	if	that	would	have	happened	to	her	from	the	
(muffled),	Dr.	Page,	Even	to	G.O.	Patterson,	(Muffled)	they	was	close.	They	were	just	
hat	close.		All	the	old	timers	were	really	bent	up.		Even	the	musician	named	Willy	
Lovesjohn,	he	is	dead	now.		She	is	the	only	one	who	consoled	him.		Sam	Cooke	it	
would	have	been	the	same	thing.		The	day	that	Sam	Cook	left	us	he	was	at	207	and	
he	was	trying	to	get	him	to	stop	at	other	hotels	and	he	refused	to	do	it.		The	day	that	
he	got	killed	she	stayed	in	her	bed	a	month.	A		month.		One	month.	She	was	just	that	
grieved.		

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(Undeterminable	Question)	

Walter	Bailey‐	He	was	just	like	a	man,	like	I	said	my	wife,	anything	my	wife	decided	
to	do,	I	was	with	her,		and	he	would	always	ask	for	me	when	he	checks	in	and	why	
do	you	say	these	last	two	times,	we	never	charge	him	for	the	room,	we	give	him	the	
room.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	Really.	

Walter	Bailey‐	We	never	sent	a	bill	where	they	will	see	306	on	the	bill.		

Glen	Kyles‐	Did	he	always	stay	there?	

Walter	Bailey‐	No,	he,	any	room	he	stayed	in,	he	was	never	charged	with	the	bill	of	
his	personal	room.		

Glen	Kyles‐	Could	I	ask,	that,	this	particular	time	why	was	he	in	that	particular	room.			

Walter	Bailey‐	That	is	the	room	he	wanted	

Glen	Kyles‐	I	see.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Just	like	Dr.	Abernathy	come	in	here	now,	that	is	the	room	he	wanted.			

Glen	Kyles‐	Had	he	stayed	in	that	room	before?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes,	he	had	stayed	in	that	room	before.		He	had	stayed	in	every	room	
on	this	floor	and	when	he	relaxed	we	generally	put	him	in	306.			Now	if	you	notice	
up	there,	I	mean	307,	now	if	you	notice	up	there	in	307	that	where	he	relaxed	back	
in	this	big	white	bed,	he	would	ask	for	that.		Even	when	his	brother	come	here	now,	
he	wants	206.			
Glen	Kyles‐	Was	A.B.	King	in	206	that	day,			

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes,	he	was	in	206	that	day.	

Glen	Kyles‐	Is	that	right	under…	



Walter	Bailey‐	Right	under,	right	under	206,	and	also	the	whole	staff	was	upstairs	
and	that	day	didn’t	anyone	know	what	was	going	to	happen.	Didn’t	nobody	know	
anything.		Only	thing	that	we	know	that	Dr.	King	was	acting	strange	that	day.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Really?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Really	acting	strange.	

Phil	Thomas‐	In	what	way?	

Walter	Bailey‐	He	just	acts	so	different,	so	happy	that	he	never	had	before.		They	was	
kidding	each	other	and	I	mean	Dr.	Kyle	himself	he	was	acting	jolly	that	day,	that	
looked	like	he	had	won	the	world.	And	I	mean	that	is	what’s	so	weird.		Even	Dr.	Jose	
Williams,	he	didn’t	believe	it.		He	just	couldn’t	believe	it,	he	thought	that	somebody	
was	just	pulling	a	bug.		You	see	this	is	a	day	that	wouldn’t	nobody	thought	about.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	He	said	the	same	thing,	this	was	the	most	shock,	he	
said	that	for	the	first	time,	and	I	think	he	mentioned	that	Andy	(Muffled)	had	just	
gotten	so	wound	up..	They	were	really	going	to	relax	that	day.	

Walter	Bailey‐	They	were	really	wound	up	that	day.		And	he	had	never,	and	I	am	
going	to	tell	you	something	else.	I	have	never	known,	I	may	be	wrong,	him	to	take	
over	so	much	of	going	out	for	dinner	that	night.	He	had	never	agreed	to	go	out	to	
dinner	while	he	was	acting	like	he	was	going	to	go	to	a	party.		Now	that	is	true	
because	he	would	come	out	with	white	shirt,	just	walked	around	and	looked	around.		
My	wife	said,	look	at	him,	something	must	have	happened	to	him.		Now	that	is	the	
truth	so	help	me.		He	come	to	the	ballast	and	bend	over	like	this.		A	strange	thing.	

Phil	Thomas‐	And	he	just	had	the	shirt	on.	

Walter	Bailey‐	He	just	had	the	shirt	on.	

Phil	Thomas‐	He	didn’t	have	a	tie	or	anything.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Dr.	Kyle	said,	you	better	go	get	your	coat	on,	just	like	that.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Did	he	had	a	tie	on?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Nope	it	was	open.		I	tell	you,	it	was	strange	thing.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	He	put	his	tie	on	when	he	got	ready	to	get	his	coat	
on.	

Walter	Bailey‐	That’s	right,	but	when	he	walked	out	the	first	time,	He	didn’t	have	
anything	on	but	his	shirt	and	open,	then	when	he	turns	back	to	go	back	in	to	get	his	
coat,	one	time	that’s	when	this	had	happened.		We	had	just	left	the	man,	just	left	the	
man.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Well	Mr.	Bailey	is	that	when	he	was	talking	to	(muffled)	Branch	and	
then	Branch	said…	



Walter	Bailey‐	I	think	so,	I	forgot	who	was,	either	this	fellow	was	the	undertaker,	
Ben	Branch,	it	was	one	of	the	those	two.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	yeah	it	was	Mr.	Jones.		Well	I	had	took	that	to	mean	that	Dr.	King	
was	out	with	a	suit	coat	one	and	Solomon	Jones	had	meant	it	was	chilly	you	better	
get	your	top	coat	on.	

Walter	Bailey‐	No,	no,	wasn’t	chilly	that	day.		He	said	he	better	get	his	coat	on	
because	it	was	chilly.	

Phil	Thomas‐	He	meant	his	suit	coat.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Suit	coat	that’s	right	because	he	ha	don	a	shirt	that	was	short	sleeved	
and	open	and	had	no	tie	on	at	that	time.		But	when	he	goes	back	he	(Muffled).		That	
was	a	terrible	day.		That	flesh	was	on	top	of	that	ceiling	was	shaking.		I	know	he	said	
this	is	my	last	clapped	his	hand	and	fell.		(Muffled)	Honest	to	god	I	do	believe	the	
man	knowed	that	he	was	going,	the	way	he	act.		And	the	way	he	preached	that	night.		
The	way	he	preached	that	night	he	heard	it.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Did	you	go	down?	

Walter	Bailey‐	No.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Heard	him	on	the	radio?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes.	But	the	way	he	preached	that	night	he	know	he	was	going.		He	
wasn’t	needing	anybody	telling	him	nothing,	the	way	that	man	preached	that	night	
you	could	hear	the	trembling	in	his	voice.		And	I	tell	you	people	just	don’t	walk	
around	and	look	strange	and	be	happy.		He	was	ready,	don’t	let	nobody	kid	you	Dr.	
King	was	ready	and	he	knowed	when	it	was	going	to	happen.		I	don’t	know	what	
kind	of	sign	he	got	or	what	but	he	knew	he	was	going.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	That	must	have	been	really	tremendous	to	see	him	
that	night,	because	it	was	just	eerie.		The	service	that	night	was	just	eerie,	because	it	
stormed	and	rained…(tape	cuts)	

Walter	Bailey‐	Well	I	don’t	know,	I	have	not	been	wrong	this	time,	but	let	me	tell	you	
this	now.		I	know	a	preacher	here,	I	have	to	get	this	preacher’s	name	and	see	do	he	
want	to	give	this	information	out.		But	at	that	night	he	told	the	staff	of	Dr.	King’s	
death.		And	I	have	the	man’s	picture	and	a	story	and	I	have	been	trying	to	get	him	to	
put	this	up	in	the	room	in	big	letters.		Some	how	or	another	they	don’t	want	to	do	it.			

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	He	might	be	in	danger?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Well	I	don’t	know,	he	was	telling	the	(muffled)	what	was	going	to	
happen	that	night.		And	Weathers	himself	said,	let’s	don’t	put	that	up	there	now,	let’s	
wait.		Dr.	Jergen	had	told	him	and	he	had	wrote	the	story	on	it	and	I	don’t	know	
what’s	going	to	happen.		But	so	far	that	was	the	whole	thing	in	a	nutshell.		He	said	he	
told	the	staff	of	Dr.	King’s	death.			



Phil	Thomas‐	The	night	before?	

Walter	Bailey‐	The	night	before.	They	had	a	staff	meeting	and	they	were	talking.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Mr.	Bailey	on	Wednesday	before	the	Thursday	of	the	death,	did	Dr.	
King	seem	tense?		

Walter	Bailey‐	Just	like	he	always	have	been,	but	just	that	day,	that	day	was	a	day	
that	everything	changed.		Not	only	that	everybody	knows	that	everybody	noticed	
him	that	day.		Everybody	knowed	him	from	that	speech,	about	what	was	happening	
and	what	was	wrong,	how	happy	he	was,	and	how	he	was	going	on.		Even	some	of	
his	staff	members	was	talking.		So	it	had	to	happen,	if	it	hadn’t	happen	in	Memphis,	it	
was	going	to	happen	somewhere.		You	can’t	guard	the	sniper,	a	rabbit	can’t	guard	
the	hunter	to	save	his	life.		So	that’s	the	whole	thing	in	a	nutshell,	don’t	nobody	
really	know	what	really	happened.		It	was	(muffled)	Dr.	Kyle,	Dr.	Ackmann,	Bill	
Branch	and	this	man	was	on	the	ground.		My	wife	and	myself	we	can	tell	you	part	of	
it	but	we	can’t	tell	you	as	further	as	those	men	might.		The	only	thing	I	know	was	the	
man	killed	a	wonderful	man.		He	have	killed,	he	didn’t	absolutely	shoot	my	wife,	but	
it	caused	me	to	lose	my	wife.		And	I	am	going	to	do	everything	in	my	power	to	do	
some	of	the	things	that	he	wanted	to	do.	My	wife	would	want	to	carry	on.		Now	this	
is	the	thing	about	shrine	room.		The	shine	room	cost	me	$2,300.		That	is	what	it	
costs	me.	I	am	waiting	on	Dr.	Abernathy	and	the	staff	to	come	back	and	I	am	going	to	
tell	them	what	I	would	like	to	do,	then	I	am	going	to	ask	them	what	they	would	like	
to	do.		I	am	going	to	make	it	a	shrine	room,	if	I	have	to	make	it	by	myself,	which	I	
have	already	started.	But	I	think	due	to	the	fact	that	I	should	ask	them	first.		Then	if	
they	agree,	I	am	going	on	then	to	ask	the	people’s	of	Memphis	what	they	want	to	do.		
Then	I	am	going	to	tell	the	people	of	Memphis	how	I	would	like	to	do	it.		This	is	
going	to	be	some	of	the	things	that	I	would	do.		More	than	a	money	proposition,	I	
would	take	this	money	in	and	put	it	into	the	Tri‐State	bank.		I	would	get	me	a	board	
of	directors.		If	some	poor	person	would	come	to	the	board	and	tell	them	their	story,	
we	would	send	out	an	investigation	committee.		Then		they	would	come	back	to	me,	
I	mean	come	back	to	the	board	and	tell	the	story.		A	man	is	over	here	for	example,	he	
has	6	or	7	kids,	and	is	about	to	lose	his	house,	the	furniture	company	want	to	take	
his	furniture	away	from	them.		We	would	make	a	check	out	to	a	furniture	store,	
whatever	furniture	store	it	might	be.		He	owe	$400,	his	light	bill,	his	gas	bill	behind.		
We	would	pay	the	light	company	so	much	money,	we	would	pay	the	furniture	folk	
for	him.		His	responsibility	for	if	he	feels	in	his	heart	that	he	want	to	ever	pay	the	
shrine	back,	it	is	50	cents	a	week,	he	pays	that.		But	we	will	not	give	no	individual	
the	money	in	his	hand.		Now	how	does	that	sound?	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Sounds	good.			

Walter	Bailey‐	I	don’t	need	the	money,	I	need	it	.		But	there	is	nobody	but	myself	and	
if	I	can	pay	the	mortgage	on	this	building	and	help	somebody	else,	I	am	going	to	be	
willing.		But	I	am	going	to	ask	the	SCLC	first,	if	they	agree	to	a	certain	percentage,	if	
they	don’t	want	to	buy	the	motel,	if	they	want	to	agree	on	a	certain	percentage	of	it,	I	
will	do	it	that	way.		Then	I	will	come	back	to	the	men	from	Memphis,	the	people	



from	Memphis.	I	will	ask	them	what	they	want	to	do.	Then	if	they	don’t	do	anything	I	
am	going	out	on	my	own	and	I	am	going	to	do	the	same	thing	which	I	said	I	was	
going	to	do.		Which	Have	already	started.		The	peoples	out	of	town	have	been	
awfully	nice	and	I	have	gotten	checks	and	I	have	putten	all	of	the	money	in	the	Tri‐
State	bank	and	that	is	where	it	is	going	to	stay	until	I	find	out	what	to	do.		So	if	
anybody	has	some	suggestions	they	can	bring	it	to	me	but	I	know	what	I	am	going	to	
do.		But	I	am	not	going	to	do	anything	with	the	money,	pay	anybody	anything	until	I	
talk	to	the	staff	of	SCLC,	show	them	the	bills,	and	show	them	the	money.		Up	in	the	
shrine	room	we	have	a	book,	we	requested	everybody	comes	in	there	and	gives	
anything	to	put	it	on	there	for,	excuse	me,	how	much	they	give	and	where	they	live.		
Any	one	who	wants	to	make	out	a	check,	got	to	make	it	out	to	Southern	Christian	
leaders	of	the	church.			

Phil	Thomas‐	To	the	what?	

Walter	Bailey‐	SCLC.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Southern	Christian	leadership…	

Walter	Bailey‐	We	are	in	pretty	good	shape	to	continue	on,	I	have	been	asked	to	turn	
it	over	to	a	public	relations	man.		I	have	been	asked	to	auction	the	place	off	and	I	
have	been	on	several	times	ignoring	businesses	that	compete	on	ashtrays	and	things	
like	that,	but	I	refuse	all	of	that	until	I	see	what	they	are	going	to	do.		Now	if	they	
don’t	do	anything,	then	I	am	going	to	come	back	to	the	people’s	of	Memphis.		
Colored	and	white	I	am	going	to	ask	them	to	help	me,	and	if	they	don’t	help	me	then	
I	am	going	to	go	out	on	my	own.		I	am	going	to	get	on	the	radio,	on	the	TV	and	tell	it	
to	the	world	what	I	am	going	to	do.		And	I	know	how	much	money	I	am	going	to	be	
giving.		I	know	that.		I	know	now	how	many	letters	I	got,	excuse	me,	hello?	(Tape	
Cuts)	

Phil	Thomas‐	Mrs.	Kyles	said	that	she	had	understood	that	there	had	been	times	
previously	when	Dr.	King	had	stayed	in	the	…	

Walter	Bailey‐	Old	motel,	yes.	That	is	what	I	told	you,	from	1950,	or	1949	or	
something	like	that,	I	tell	you	they	been	stopping	here…	

Phil	Thomas‐	What	I	meant	was	this	would	seem	a	l	little	bit	more	protected	over	
there	and	that	sort	of	thing,	and	did	he	stay	over	there	after	this	part	of	his	trip.	

Walter	Bailey‐	No.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	I	see.	

Walter	Bailey‐	He	never	stayed	over	there.		Now	see	he	picked	his	room,	that’s	what	
I	said	some	people	said	why	did	you	put	him	over	there.	Why	couldn’t	you	put	him,	
but	you	just	don’t	do	that.		He	could	have	slept	in	my	bed	if	he	had	a	wanting	to.		I	
mean	that	is	the	way	it	was,	I	mean	it	was	just	something	that	was	going	to	happen	
anyway.			



Phil	Thomas‐	Ok	and	for	history,	you	say	the	SCLC	staff	members	had	most	of	the	
top	floor?		Did	they	have	all	of	the	top	floor?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yeah,		just	about	it,	I	think	one	room	they	didn’t	have.			That	is	the	
double	room	back	in	the	back,	because	we	had	a	band	in	there.		That	was	the	only	
double	room	we	had	left‐302.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Now	was	that	the	red	basket	band.	

Walter	Bailey‐	No,	that	was	some	other	guests.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Do	you	remember	what	that	name	of	that	band	was?	

Walter	Bailey‐	No	I	don’t.		(muffled)	

Phil	Thomas‐	Also,	in	this	we	are	collecting	oh,	letters	that	people	received	and	
papers	and	some	of	the	magazines	and	this	type	of	thing.		Would	it	be	possible,	or	
did	you	save,	or	do	you	have,	and	if	so	could	we	copy	the	people	who	were	here	on	
that	day.			

Walter	Bailey‐	I	would	have	to	look	back,	I	would	have	to	look	back	because	I	have	
some	papers	in	the	room.		But	I	tell	you	what	I	have	got	and	I	will	give	them	to	you	
later	on,	I	have	got	some	nasty	letters	that	I	received.		Ooh	I	will	tell	you	I	got	some,	I	
got	one	the	other	day.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Now	was	this	before	or	afterwards?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Afterwards.		This	is	just	the	other	day	I	got	these	letters	and	I	have	a	
lot	of	newspapers.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Yes.	

Walter	Bailey‐	That	people	sent	me.	

Phil	Thomas‐	The	letters,	we	have	done	this	in	other	places	people	letting	us	borrow	
them	and	then	we	can	mimeograph	them	and	then	they	get	them	back.	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	will	talk	to	somebody	about	them,	cause	she	might	not	want	to	turn	
them	loose.		If	they	do	I	will	take	them	to	you	next	week.	

Phil	Thomas‐	What	was	the,	on	that	day,	was	the	motel	full?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Oh	yes.	

Phil	Thomas‐	You	were	all	filled	up?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Oh	yes,	all	filled	up,	because	most	do	the	SCLC	was	here.		

Phil	Thomas‐	Yes.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(Muffled)	



Walter	Bailey‐	Everybody	was	ready	to	go	to,	everybody.		What	did	you	have	that	
day?	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Oh	I	had	(muffled)	

Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	that’s	another	thing.		The	dinner,	the	fish	dinner,	can	you	tell	us	a	
little	bit	about	that	afternoon.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Well	now	about	a	quarter	to	twelve	Dr.	King	ordered	one	order	of	
fish.		No	he	ordered	1	order	of	fish	but	he	always	gets	two	pieces.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Now	was	fish	a	specialty	on	the	menu	that	day?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Well	just	the	fish,	that	is	all	he	ate	all	the	time	was	fish.		That	with	
salad,	mashed	potatoes,	green	beans	and	iced	tea.		When	they	got	up	in	the	room,	Dr.	
Abernathy	walked	in	and	he	said	where’s	mine?		He	said	well	I	didn’t	order	you	any.		
He	said	but	I	tell	you	one	thing	we	will	do,	we	will	just	eat	out	the	same	plate	today.		
He	said	just	bring	me	another	salad,	the	girl	didn’t	bring	but	one	salad,	but	he	said	
you	can	eat	out	of	mine	too.		The	only	thing	you	need	is	a	fork,	so	we	went	and	got	
one	fork.		They	both	sat	there	and…	

Phil	Thomas‐	The	girl	went	back	to	the	kitchen…	

Walter	Bailey‐	Got	one	fork,	and	it	come	out	in	the	newspaper	that	the	girl	didn’t	
bring	but	one…Dr.	King	ordered	two	orders	of	fish	and	the	girl	didn’t	bring	but	one	
order	of	fish,	and	then	didn’t	bring	but	one	salad	and	he	ordered	two	orders	of	fish.	
What	kind	of	service	is	this.		You	know	they	just	made	a	joke	out	of	it.		But	we	just	
brought	one	fork	the	same	plate,	salt	shaker,	and	everything.			

Phil	Thomas‐	What	I	think	happened	was	Dr.	King	called	down	and	he	was	just	there	
in	the	room	at	the	time.		Was	that	a	single?		Was	Dr.	King	staying…	

Walter	Bailey‐	No	they	stayed	in	the	same	room	together.	

Phil	Thomas‐	It	was	a	double	room.	

Walter	Bailey‐	It	was	a	double	room.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Mr.	Abernathy	was	evidently	in	the	room	too.	

Walter	Bailey‐	They	ate	that		last	(muffled)	together,	same	plate	and	everything.		See	
that	room	wasn’t	touched.		We	even	got	the	pillow	case	towels	and	everything,	I	just	
haven’t	put	everything	up	there	yet.		And	that	rug,	I	was	going	to	put	another	red	
carpet	on	the	floor	but	I	changed	my	mind	and	let	that	stay	there.		And	after	it,	we	
even	got	the	blanket,	so	we	got	some	old	stuff.		If	that	ever	get	old	I	am	just	going	to	
cut	it	up	and	give	it	away	(muffled).		That	room	will	never	be	used	again	and	if	I	
happen	to	sell	it	there	is	always	going	to	be	in	the	contract	that	this	room	will	never	
be	sold	again.	All	of	this	is	going	to	be	beautified	all	across	the	street.		It	is	going	to	
be	red	roses,	because	my	wife	very	much	loved,	there	will	be	red	roses	on	the	



sidewalk.	There	is	going	to	be	big	flower	and	plants	and	we	are	going	to	paint	all	
that	across	the	street.		It	is	going	to	be	very	pretty,	very	pretty.		I	been	trying	to	
(muffled)	

Phil	Thomas‐	How	did	you	manage	to	stay	here	after	this	happened?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Well	I	tell	you.		I	don’t	know.	It	was	something	I	cried	all	day	from,	all	
night	long,	and	right	now	I	have	slept	in	one	spot.		In	her	spot	and	don’t	move	from	
it.		When	I	lay	down	at	night	I	am	in	that	spot.		When	I	wake	up	in	the	morning	I	am	
on	that	spot.	I	never	slept	on	that	side	of	the	bed.		This	is	a	very	large	bed	and	I	
always	slept	on	that	side	and	she	always	slept	close	to	the	bathroom.		Every	night	
when	I	go	in,	that	is	where	I	am	sleeping	in	that	one	spot	and	I	don’t	move.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Does	it	get	to	you	right	at	first,	people	coming	in,	
going	over	there.	

Walter	Bailey‐	What	really	bothers	me,	just	like	I	got	downtown	where	we	have	
trees	and	I	got	into	the	store,	and	you	see	different	people	come	over	here.		Want	to	
take	something	from	me	but	they	is	afraid	of.		They	go	in	the	bank	and	anywhere	we	
have	done	business,	even	out	there	at	the	Montesi,	it	is	attention	to	people	because	
they	know	how	closing	works.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Yes.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Even	to	the	firemen	now,	who	are	all	the	(muffled),	but	they	say	by	
the	police	department.		Those	officers	have	been	knowing	her	over	the	years	they	
come	by	here	and	cry.		They	will	come	by	here	and	they	will	stop	by	there	and	they	
will	start	crying	and	they	have	to	drive	off.		Peoples	have	been	knowing	her,	even	
the	firemen’s,	they	are	the	same	way.		Even	all	this	people	back	here,	(muffled)	
looking	hard	all	in	the	same	way.		She	had	her	little	funny	way	but	I	tell	you	one	
thing	I	didn’t	know	she	was	well‐liked	until	she	was	gone.		Even	the	people	uptown	
in	the	jewelry	store,	everywhere	you	can	name	form	the	fire	department,	inspector	
with	the	health	department,	even	to	the	income	tax	people.		So	I	just	don’t	know	
what	I	am	going	to	do	now,	I	still	don’t	know.	

Glen	Kyles‐	Mr.	Bailey	you	might	be	able	to	tell	us	and	we	have	been	trying	to	find	
out,	and	haven’t	been	able	to	yet	and	we	have	assumed	for	quite	awhile	that	the	
ambulance	would	have	come	from	the	fire	station	over	here.		But	there	is	no	
ambulance	stationed	over	there.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yes	it	is.	

Glen	Kyles‐	Is	there?		I	am	in	error	then.	

Walter	Bailey‐	The	fire	department	was	stationed	over	there.	

Glen	Kyles‐	But	an	ambulance	is	stationed	over	there?	

Walter	Bailey‐	That’s	right.			



Glen	Kyles‐	And	so,	could	we	assume	then	that	the	ambulance	for	that	night	and	
maybe	even	later	for	your	wife	came	from	over	there.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yeah.	

Glen	Kyles‐	Do	you	know?	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	am	almost	sure	they	come	from	over	there	because	I	think	
somebody	runned	over	there	and	got	them	because	it…I	was	excited	I	don’t	really	
know.		I	couldn’t	tell	yah.		Only	thing	I	said		was	it	looked	like	to	me,	I	started	to	pick	
him	up	and	walk	with	him	or	run	with	him	just	anything	because	everybody	was	
excited.		And	like	I	said,	when	the	thing	happened	and	I	do	believe	this,	ain’t	nobody	
have	time	to	think.		But	it	is	just	like	something	happens	to	you	right	now,	I	want	
somebody	right	here	at	this	minute,	look	like	they	should	drop	everything	and	come.		
You	understand	me	now?		That’s	the	way	everybody	felt.		Everybody	felt	like	
everything	was	too	slow.			

Phil	Thomas‐	I	see.	

Walter	Bailey‐	So	I	am	just	telling	you	a	fact.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Was	it	true	that	these,	they	were	trying	to	get	the	
ambulance	in	and	the	switch	was	jammed	and	you	couldn’t	get	your	power?	

Walter	Bailey‐	No,	I	don’t	think?	I	don’t	think	so,	because	I	was	talking	to	them	on	
the	phone	myself.		And	I	was	calling	up	and	they	said	we	got	the	message	we	got	the	
message.		And	you	could	hear	sirens	coming	from	every	direction.	So	the	
switchboard	was	not	jammed	because	I	was	on	the	switchboard	and	I	didn’t	have	
but	4	outside	and	I	had	everyone	of	them	open.		Because	when	I	plugged	it	in	I	said	
operator	this	is	a	very	emergent,	Dr.	King	has	been	shot	at	the	Lorraine	hotel,	give	
me	an	ambulance	and	the	police	department	immediately,	and	also	the	FBI.			

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	And	this	was	at	the	moment	he	was	killed?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Yesum.			

Phil	Thomas‐	Well	Mr.	Bailey	could	that	have	been	shortly	after?	You	heard	the	shot,	
then	you	and	your	wife.	

Walter	Bailey‐	The	girl	was	on	it	first.		And	then	it	looked	like	to	me	she	wasn’t	
working	fast	enough,	so	I	just	told	her	to	get	up	and	let	me	get	on.			
Phil	Thomas‐	I	see,	so	you	went	back	in	and	then	you	got	on	the	switchboard.		That	
was	probably	after..	

Walter	Bailey‐	The	girl	might	have	been	nervous	but	I	tell	you	one	thing,	I	am	going	
to	tell	you	this,	everyone	was	nervous.		Some	of	them	was	darting	thinking	it	was	
going	to	shoot	again.		Because	there	was	a	certain	rumor	come	out	something	else	
happened	and	then	they	was	around	and	if	it	was	too,	then	they	was	going	to	shoot	
too.		So	everybody	was	really	jumping.	



Phil	Thomas‐	Did	you	yourself	feel	like	that	was	a	possibility?	

Walter	Bailey‐	Oh	I	was	hurting.		I	was	swolled	up.	If	you	notice	that	picture	in	the	
light	I	was	twice	as	big	as	I	am	now.		My	head	was	this	way	and	I	tell	you	another	
thing.		I	wasn’t	as	gray	before	this	thing.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Really?	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	turned	gray	over	night.		Then	when	my	wife	died	that	thing	really	
shook	me	up.		You	never	know	how	hard	it	is	until	you	have	been	hit.		Nobody	how	
has	Mrs.	King	was	hit,	nobody	know	how	Mrs.	Kennedy	was	hit.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	That’s	right.	

Walter	Bailey‐	These	people,	we	have	been	hit,	I	have	been	hit	mostly,	because	I	
know	her	and	I	know	she	wasn’t	sick.		I	know	that.		I	know	it	was	surprising	her.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Your	wife	had	not	been	sick	at	all?	

Walter	Bailey‐	No,	and	then	what	they	begin	was	this	was	our	year.		Another	thing	
that	really	hurts	now,	is	that	when	I	check	up	on	her	Monday	morning	and	all	these	
things	come	and	nobody	to	get	none	of	it.		You	understand	what	I	mean.	Well	
nobody	to	say	well	I	got	to	go	I	got	two	grandchildren	but	that	is	different.		It	is	
something	to	think		about.,	where	is	that	part.	Money	is	not	everything.	I	know	
people	that	have	plenty	money	and	they	are	not	happy.		But	we	was	happy	because	
we	worked	together	and	we	know	our	responsibility	was	to	get	some.		But	now	it	is	
a	different	thing.		So	every	Sunday	morning,	I	mean	every	Monday	morning,	I	have	
to	think.		I	have	to	go	in,	think	what	took	it.		That	is	when	I	need	someone	in	there	
with	me.	I	don’t	need	no	wife	or	anything	like	that,	but	I	need	business	people	now.		
See	I	need	business	people.	I	can	get	a	lot	of	white	business	men,	but	I	can’[t	get	any	
colored	people	right	now	to	see	where	this	thing	could	be	one	of	the	greatest	things	
ever	did	in	the	United	States.	Because	peoples	from	everywhere	want	to	help.		So	I	
am	not	going	to	call	for	any		help	until	I	go	to	everybody.		So	when	this	thing	get	to	
working	out	good,	they	can’t	come	and	tell	me	that	I	didn’t	ask	them.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(muffled	question)	

Phil	Thomas‐		I	am	sure	that	is	right	kooky	books	and	kooky	magazines.	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	know	his	ware,	I	know	where	people	are	being	wronged.		But	I	don’t	
want	to	be	one	of	those	people.		I	know	some	peoples	in	Chicago,	I	don’t	know	right	
off	there	names.		The	only	thing	I	read	was	in	the	paper,	they	didn’t	want	Dr.	King	
there.		Now	they	are	trying	to	make	all	the	money	off	him.		

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	That’s	right.	

Walter	Bailey‐	See	they	will	never	survive.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Same	people	he	(muffled).	



Walter	Bailey‐	Right,	right,	right.			

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	(Muffled	question)	

Walter	Bailey‐	I	can	make	some	money.		I	can	call	my	shop	tonight.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	I	mean	the	next	day	they	had	all	jumped	on	the	
streets	on	everything.	

Phil	Thomas‐	The	pictures	and	that	sort	of	thing.	

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	And	the	jewelry,	and	the	buttons	just	aggravating	
me.	

Walter	Bailey‐	And	they	ain’t	giving	nothing	to	the	poor.		I	let	them	meet	here,	I	
helped	fix	all	the	sandwiches	when	they	was	in	the	meeting,	didn’t	charge	them	
nothing.		Didn’t	charge	them	a	dime.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Now	who	is	this	Mr.	Bailey?	

Walter	Bailey‐	The	staff.		That	night,	the	staff	meets	in	two	or	three	times	a	day.	

Phil	Thomas‐	Oh	and	his	staff	is	here	they	don’t,	you	don’t	charge	them	for	food.		

Walter	Bailey‐	I	don’t	charge	them	for	the	meeting	room,	but	for	the	room	and	they	
food	I	charge	them.			

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	They	have	really,	they	think	strongly	Mr.	Bailey,	
(Muffled)			

Walter	Bailey‐	That’s	like	it	is,	all	the	bands	all	the	Christian	people.		We	got	the	
Reverend	Higgins	is	bringing	in	somebody	from	Chicago.		Well	it	is	not	but	40	
people,	so	I	have	about	8	doubles,	and	a	few	singles.		So	I	can	take	care	of	40	people	
then	sell	more	rooms	too.		See	they	say	40	people	but	we	don’t	have	but	32	rooms,	
but	the	man	want	doubles	so	we	can	easily	take	care	of	him.			

Phil	Thomas‐	How	many	rooms	do	you	have	in	all?	

Walter	Bailey‐	32,	or	64	all	together.		Let’s	see,	people	just	don’t	know,	I	just	can’t	
say	but	I	need	help.		We	don’t	need	no	financing	now,	if	we	get	the	volume	of	
business.		But	do	you	know,	and	you	will	not	believe	this,	10	churches	will	get	
together	of	all	(muffled),	and	we	could	build	the	biggest	thing	in	Memphis	right	here,	
ourselves	without	any	bank	bond	or	anything	like	that.		We	can	do	it.		I	have	a	clover	
and	I	am	going	to	put	it	on	right	after	I	see	that,	ain’t	nobody	want	to	help.		And	I	
know	what	this	thing	will	do.		I	can	call	the	tickets	on	this	thing	in	the	month	of	
August	they	better	help	me,	because	I	am	going	to	make	it.		

Unknown	Female	Interviewer‐	Don’t	get	sick.	



Walter	Bailey‐	I	hope	not.		I	am	going	to	make	it	and	I	going	to	show	you	I	am	going	
to	do	something	with	the	money.			

Phil	Thomas‐	You	already	have	done	quite	a	lot	down	there	by	setting	the	room	
aside	and	that	sort	of	thing.		Alls	we	can	say	is	thank	you.	

Walter	Bailey‐	Alright,	now	if	I	get	it	in	(muffled)	though,	you	know	I	like	to	build	up	
something	to	make	it	sound	good	and	to	get	it	right	on	the	line	like	it	is	supposed	to	
be.		That	is	why	I	never	did	want	to	meet	with	no	one	until	I	check,	I	believe	in	
checking…So	much	is	going	on	and	old	Bailey	said	this	and	the	owner	said	that.		It	is	
just	like	this	come	out	in	the	paper	about	my	mortgage.		Well	I	said	that	in	1964	
right	up	here.		I	had	a	$240,000	loan.		They	come	out	in	the	paper	saying	I	am	about	
to	lose	my	mortgage	is	$240,000	and	no	way	in	the	world	I	am	going	to	make	it.		See	
but	that	is	wrong.		That	is	all	I	pay	for	the	mortgage	in	the	first	place	was	$240,000.		
But	now	they	put	in	the	paper	that	I	was	$240,000	and	I	am	going	to	lose	it…(Tape	
Ends)		


