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Joan	Beifuss‐	Testing	1,	2	,	3,	4.	Testing	1,	2,	3,	4.	Testing	1,	2,	3,	4.	

Joan	Beifuss‐		Testing	1,	2	,	3,	4.	Testing	1,	2,	3,	4.	Say	something	(muffled)	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	think	they	can	always	pick	up	my	voice	because	it	carries	
pretty	well.		

Mitch	Wade‐	You	know	how	to	project	haven’t	you.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	we	are	on	now.		This	is	August	the	26th	I	believe,	we	are	in	the	office	
of	Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard.		Pastor	of	the	Bellevue	Baptist	Church.	The	interviewers	are	
Mitch	Wade	and	Joan	Beifuss.		Ok	Dr.	Pollard	can	you	tell	us	a	little	bit	about	
Bellevue	Baptist	Church,	how	long	you	have	been	here	and	how	large	it	is.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	The	Bellevue	Baptist	church	is	65	years	old	and	we	have	a	
membership	here	of	somewhere	between	89,000	people	and	the	local	membership	
would	run	somewhere	in	the	neighborhood	of	5,500.		And	I	have	been	here	8	and	a	
half	years.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	did	you	come	here	from?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	came	here	from	Knoxville	Tennessee	where	I	spent	20	years	
as	pastor	of	the	Broadway	Baptist	Church.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Are	you	from	Tennessee	originally?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	I	am	a	native	Texan	but	have	live	din	Tennessee	for	30	
years.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Tell	us	about	where	you	were	born	in	Texas?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	was	born	in	Cleburne	Texas	and	went	to	the	Southwestern	
College	Seminary	and	spent	10	years	being	a	pastorate	at	Handled	Texas	and	Fort	
Worth	Texas,	and	from	there	to	Knoxville	and	from	Knoxville	to	Memphis.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	want	to	come	to	Memphis	or	how	did	you	get	here	from	
Knoxville?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	the	church	called	me	Dr.	Lee	had	been	here	for	32	years	
and	he	resigned	and	the	church	turned	to	me	and	extended	a	call	and	I	came	here.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	you	tell	me,	I	am	not	too	familiar	with	the	Baptist	operation	there,	
how	is	a	minister	called.	Usually	the	church	appoints	a	pulpit	committee	and	this	
committee	receives	recommendations	and	they	supposedly	pray	about	it	and	feel	
led	of	god	to	turn	to	a	certain	man	and	then	they	go	to	him	and	talk	to	him	about	it	
and	he	prays	and	considers	the	matter	and	makes	up	his	mind	whether	or	not	he	
will	accept	the	call	of	the	church.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	did	you	come	over	to	Memphis	to	look	over	the	church	for	
instance	before….	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	it	wasn’t	necessary	for	me	to	come	to	Memphis	and	look	
over	the	church	because	I	knew	a	great	deal	about	it	I	had	preached	here	on	other	
occasions	and	of	course	I	knew	that	Bellevue	Baptist	Church	was	one	of	the	greatest	
churches	we	had.	So	it	wasn’t	necessary	for	me	to	come	and	talk,	I	did	come	and	talk	
to	the	pulpit	committee	before	I	came.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	do	you	live	do	you	live	close	to	the	church?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	I	live	at	80	Grove	Park	Rd.	Right	off	of	Walnut.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	have	a	family?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Oh	yes,	I	have	a	wife	and	two	children	and	5	grand	daughters.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Golly	are	they	here	in	Memphis?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	all	except	the	daughter,	the	daughter	lives	in	Atlanta		
Georgia.	My	son	is	here	with	Whitmoore	advertising	company.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	now	as	you	know	we	re	trying	to	chronicle	in	all	these	tapes	we	are	
doing	is	the	period	in	Memphis	starting	about	January	1st	through	Dr.	King’s	
assassination	and	even	on	into	the	summer.		Having	been	the	pastor	of	such	an	
important	church	in	Memphis	could	you	say	prior	to	that	time	say	2	years	ago,	3	
years	ago,	4	years	ago	what	your	impressions	were	of	the	racial	climate	in	the	city?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	So	far	as	I	knew	the	racial	climate	was	exceedingly	good,	far	
better	than	in	most	places	where	I	had	been,	and	in	my	judgment	we	had	a	very	fine	
attitude	on	the	part	of	the	black	people	and	the	white	people	toward	each	other.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	you	expand	on	that	anymore?	Had	you	worked	at	all	with	the	
group	of	business	leaders	and	civic	leaders	who	had	facilitated	integration	at	the	
schools	and	that	type	of	thing?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	had	not	had	any	real	close	contact	with	them	except	as	any	
citizen	would	have	on	a	movement	of	that	kind.	But	they	built	a	very	gradual	and	a	
very	fine	relationship	along	that	integration	of	the	schools.	Of	course	in	our	
churches	and	in	our	Baptist	work	we	always	work	with	our	colored	friends	and	
many	of	them	attend	our	church	here,	and	we	have	joined	meetings	with	the	pastors	
and	many	common	interests,	all	citizens	have.	We	work	together	with	our	colored	
people.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	you	have	colored	members	here	at	the	church?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	do	not	have	any	members	of	the	church	but	many	of	the	
colored	people	attend	the	services	and	they	are	just	as	welcome	as	they	can	be.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Has	there	been	any	attempt	for	negros	to	become	members.	



Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No,no,no	they	have	their	own	churches	and	they	laugh	and	tell	
me	that	there	preachers	are	so	much	better	than	we	are	that	they	don’t	want	to	
come	here.	

Mitch	Wade‐	I	was	over	at	a	negro	church	a	couple	Sundays	ago,	that	was	quite	some	
spirit.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Some	of	the	greatest	preachers	we	have	are	the	negro	
preachers.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	As	a	matter	of	a	fact	I	heard	that	over	a	the	theological,	the	
Presbyterian	Theological	Seminary	here	they	have	someone	giving	a	course	to	white	
ministers	on	how	to	speak	to	negro	congregations.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	That	is	true.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	They	are	pretty	much	talking	back	and	forth	that	kind	of	thing.		Well	so	
for	instance	when	the	garbage	strike	broke	out	in	February,	did	you	notice	anything	
at	the	time,	did	it	strike	you	that	some	thing	was	happening	in	the	city	that	had	not	
happened	before	or?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	so	far	as	I	know	there	had	never	been	a	garbage	strike	
here	before,	and	I	think	it	was	very	unfortunate	that	it	happened.	I	think	with	a	little	
bit	of	patience	and	wisdom	on	the	part	of	both	sides	that	all	of	that	could	have	been	
avoided.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Tell	me	how	you	felt	as	the	strike	unfolded?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	As	it	unfolded	there	was	a	lot	of	personalities	which	entered	
into	it	and	I	think	it	degenerated	into	a	racial	conflict	and	I	think	there	was	a	giddial	
stubbornness	on	the	part	of	city	officials	and	a	great	deal	of	stubbornness	on	the	
part	of	the	negro	people	involved	and	I	think	that	the	outsiders	who	came	in	proved	
to	be	a	stumbling	block	rather	than	a	helping	hand	in	solving	the	question.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Are	you	talking	about	the	union	leaders?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes,	I	think	the	union	leaders	took	the	wrong	angle	on	the	
thing,	it	is	one	of	those	things	that	could	have	been	settled	with	at	all	the	attending	
chaos	if	everyone	involved	had	simply	had	the	right	attitude	and	if	our	sanitation	
workers	and	our	city	officials	had	been	able	to	have	gotten	together	on	the	thing	
that	all	of	the	turmoil	and	all	of	the	stress	would	not	have	taken	place.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	there	a	Baptist	minister’s	group?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	The	white	people?			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	the	white	Baptist	preacher’s	we	meet	every	Monday	
morning	but	wee	do	meet	with	our	negro	preacher	friends	we	meet	once	every	two	



months.		They	have	their	own	pastor’s	conference	and	we	have	ours,	but	we	have	a	
joint	meeting	once	every	two	months	to	consider	our	common	interests	and	receive	
inspiration	from	each	other	and	it	is	well‐attended.	Most	of	the	time	we	meet	here	at	
Bellevue	because	we	have	large	kitchen	facilities	and	a	large	dining	room	here.		They	
come	and	very	happy,	we	are	always	happen	to	have	them.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	that,	have	these	joint	meetings	been	going	on	for	a	long	time	or	is	
that	new…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	they	have	been	going	on	for	some	time	but	it	was	only	
about	6	months	ago	that	we	got	together	and	set	definite	times	for	them.	We	have	
met	many	many	times,	for	a	week	at	a	time	we	met	every	morning.	When	we	were	
having	simultaneous	revival	campaigns	or	when	we	meet	together	on	the	liquor	
memorandum		or	any	other	thing	in	which	all	of	us	were	really	interested.	But	not	
regardless	of	any	other	issue	involved	in	order	that	we	might	have	a	better	
understanding,	in	order	that	we	might	have	good	cooperation,	we	are	going	to	meet	
once	every	tow	months	together.	Sometimes	we	will	meet	at	Bellevue	and	
sometimes	we	will	meet	with	one	of	the	colored	churches.		And	on	each	occasion	the	
white	preachers	will	have	charge	of	the	program	one	occasion	and	the	next	time	the	
colored	preacher’s	will	have	program.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Off	the	top	of	your	head	do	you	know	how	many	Baptist	ministers	
there	are	in	Memphis.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Oh	no	I	don’t	know	exactly	but	I	would	say	somewhere	in	the	
neighborhood	of	200.		That	would	include	the	men	who	are	pastors,	the	retired	men	
and	the	denomination	workers.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Would	that	include	negros?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	that	would	not	include	our	negro	friends	and	I	do	not	know	
how	many	they	have.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Does	the	white	Baptist	church	have	part	time	ministers	as	the	negro	
churches	seem	to	do?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	don’t	understand	you.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	There	seems	to	be	some	negro	ministers	who	work	a	job	during	the	
week	and	preachers	on	Sunday.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	OH	yes,	some	yeah	sure.		But	not	quite	so	prevalent	as	among	
the	negro	fellows.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	how	many	white	Baptist	churches	would	there	be?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	In	this	association	somewhere	in	the	neighborhood,	in	Shelby	
County	about	135	or	40.	With	a	membership	of	approximately	100,000.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	100,000	in	the	county?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That’s	white….	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	White	Baptists.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	now	the	coalition	that	last	year	defeated	the	liquor	by	the	drink	
referendum,	could	you	give	us	some	of	the	background	on	that?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Of	course	it	was	a	liquor	by	the	drink	deal	and	all	of	us	
practically	were	against	it	and	the	negro	preachers	were	against	it	because	they	
recognized	the	fact	that	there	is	no	group	in	the	world	that	is	so	vitally	affected	by	
the	liquor	traffic	as	the	black	people	are.		You	will	find	out	that	nearly	all	of	the	
negros	who	are	getting	in	trouble	were	all	liquored	up	and	that’s	why	they	have	
their	fights	and	their	murders	and	that	is	why	they	get	in	a	lot	of	trouble.	So	the	
negro	preachers	were	very	very	anxious	for	us	to	help	them	and	to	help	each	other	
in	defeating	that.	One	thing	that	we	did	agree	to	do	was	to	get	a	lot	of	these	liquor	
stores	out	of	the	negro	section	you	see,	back	yonder	when	the	boundary	was	set	up	
the	liquor	stores	could	not	go	beyond	the	parkway.		The	negro	preachers	felt	they	
had	too	many	liquor	stores	in	the	negro	sections.		We	did	agree	that	was	true	and	
without	increasing	the	number	of	liquor	stores	we	agreed	that	many	of	them	or	
several	of	them	should	be	moved	out	of	the	negro	sections	and	put	out	into	other	
sections	of	the	city.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	is	this	just	recently?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	it	was	only	2	or	3	months	ago.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes.	That	coalition	that	defeated	liquor	by	the	drink	last	summer	is	
there	a	name	for	it?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No,	no,	We	had	united	drive	forces,	I	believe	is	what	they	called	
it.		But	it	was	defeated	mainly	because	the	interests	on	the	part	of	the	preachers	and	
the	laymen	of	our	churches.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Then	you	would	or	your	group	would	be	in	favor	then	of	retaining,	or	
you	going	to	try	and	defeat	liquor	by	the	drink	again.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Any	time	in	the	world	we	have	a	chance	to	fight	liquor	we	do	it.		
We	fight	it	by	the	drink	and	by	the	bottle.	If	I	had	my	way	about	it	we	would	do	away	
with	it	all	together.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	this	coalition,	I	am	using	that	term	because	I	can’t	think	of	
anything	else	for	it,	but	I	know	it	included…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Cooperation.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Cooperation	church	of	Christ	preachers	and…	



Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Oh	yes.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	other	denominations.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Catholics,	Presbyterians.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	is	there	any	other	issue	that	this	group	of	people	has	taken	a	
stand	on?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	On	lude	motion	pictures	and	lude	literature	and	the	pastor’s	
general	conference	has	taken	a	stand	on	labor	relationships	and	on	the	garbage	
strike	I	believe	we	called	it,	I	believe	the	pastor’s	conference	took	a	stand	on	that.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	stand	did	they	take?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	They	thought	the	increase	ought	to	be	granted	to	the	sanitation	
workers	because	we	felt	like	they	were	underpaid.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	the	pastor’s	conference…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	That	is	the	general	pastor’s	conference.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	this	the	white,	Baptist?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	It	is	composed	of	white	and	black	too.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	But	that	is	Baptist?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Everyone	oh	yes.	

Mitch	Wade‐	This	is	all	denomination?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	All	denominations	yes.		See	they	have	a	general	minister’s	
conference	and	then	they	have	the	Baptist	conference,	the	Presbyterian	conference,	
so	the	general	conference	meets	once	a	year,	once	a	month.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Would	that	be	kind	of	comparable	to	the	Memphis	ministerial?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes,	that	is	practically	the	same	thing.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	But	do	the	Baptists	belong	to	the	Memphis	ministerial	association?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Oh	many	of	them	do.	Not	all	of	the	Methodists	go	not	all	the	
Baptists	go.		But	many	of	our	Baptist	preachers	do	attend	it.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	how	do	you	feel	as	a	pastor	how	do	you	feel	about	the	church	
taking	stands	on	social	issues.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	They	will	always	do	it,	always	do	it.		I	think	perhaps	we	have	
done	too	little	of	it,	but	there	is	a	tendency,	there	is	a	danger	of	going	to	the	extreme	
either	way	you	go	and	some	of	denominations	and	some	of	churches	have	quick	



preaching	of	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	the	power	of	the	atoned	blood	and	his	
vicarious	suffering	the	great	fundamental	truths	of	Christianity,	they	have	quit	
majoring	on	that	and	they	have	started	majoring	on	social	matters.	It	is	a	mistake	to	
feel	that	you	have	to	do	one	to	the	exclusion	of	the	other	and	they	are	tied	together.		
And	whenever	you	preach	the	gospel	of	Christ	in	all	of	its	power	and	all	of	its	vast	
scope	then	it	is	going	to	affect	every	phase	of	an	individual’s	life	and	the	life	of	a	
nation	and	there	has	always	been	a	tendency	among	some	of	our	denominations	to	
take	no	stand	at	all	on	social	matters,	simply	saying	that	is	none	of	our	business	but	
it	is	our	business.		There	have	been	some	that	our	churches	should	forsake	the	old	
paths	and	give	up	the	spirit	of	evangelism	and	turn	our	efforts	almost	entirely	to	
social	matters,	and	that	too	is	a	mistake,	there	is	a	happy	medium	in	there.		We	
ought	to	have	great	interest	in	all	of	the	social	affairs,	anything	that	affects	the	lives	
of	our	people	the	churches	ought	to	be	active	in	that	realm.		But	at	the	same	time	the	
chief	business	of	our	churches	is	to	make	people	realize	their	need	of	god,	need	of	
salvation.	The	bible	says	what	shall	it	profit	a	man	nor	nation	if	it	gain	the	whole	
world	and	lose	its	own	soul.		Now	my	church	here	is	greatly	interested	in	social	
matters	and	we	recently	built	a	$600,000	building	out	here	for	our	boys	and	girls	
and	young	people	and	men	and	women	and	recreation.	But	that’s	not	the	main	job	of	
the	church,	that	is		a	supplement	to	the	main	business	of	the	church.		The	main	
business	of	the	church,	and	nobody	else	is	doing	this,	is	to	preach	the	gospel	and	to	
get	people	right	with	god.		Win	them	to	a	saving	knowledge	of	Jesus	Christ.		And	if	
we	get	people	to	really	know	Jesus	Christ	and	receive	him	as	savior	and	have	the	
spirit	of	Christ	in	their	heart	then	all	these	other	problems	would	be	solved.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	how	do	you	find	where	that	line	is	that	you	shouldn’t	cross	to	
become	too	socially	oriented	or	that	you	must	reach	in	order	to	stay	relevant	in	a	
sense?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well,		you	have	to	use	good	common	sense	on	a	thing	of	that	
kind.	The	main	business	of	a	church	is	to	preach	the	gospel	of	Christ	and	then	make	
the	application	in	every	realm	and	every	phase	of	life.	Now	what	is	right	for	me,	
perhaps	another	minister	would	not	feel	right.	For	instance	I	fight	the	liquor	
business	all	the	time,	and	there	are	some	preachers	that	never	mention	it.	I	thin	they	
should,	they	think	I	shouldn’t	mention	it	at	all.	And	so	there	is	a	the	liberty	the	
freedom	among	Baptist	churches	you	see	I	am	not	dependent	upon	anybody	except	
for	my	congregation,	I	have	no	one	over	me	at	all.	There	is	no	bishop	there	is	no	
priest	over	me,	there	is	no	denominational	group	over	me,	this	church	stands	on	its	
own	feet,	we	are	held	together	by	common	beliefs	and	ties	but	there	is	no	organic	
union	between	this	church	and	any	other	Baptist	church	or	any	other	kind	of	church	
in	the	world.		So	I	am	absolute	perfect	liberty	to	preach	what	I	want	to,	and	nobody	
questions	it	at	all,	they	may	disagree	with	what	I	say,	but	they	wouldn’t	dare	come	to	
me	and	say	we	don’t	think	you	ought	to	do	this.		They	wouldn’t	do	that	at	all.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	then	for	instance	what	has	happened,	or	seemed	to	have	
happened,	to	reverend	Brooks	Ramsey?	



Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	you	know	Brooks	grew	up	in	this	church	and	he	is	a	very	
very	fine	young	man,	I	have	known	him	for	25	years.		I	think	the	stand	that	he	took	
on	the	racial	matters	particularly	in	the	march	out	there,	I	think	that	was	offensive	
to	a	great	many	of	his	people.	I	will	say	this	that	was	not	because	of	his	trouble.		
When		people	want	to	find	fault	with	you	they	will	choose	this	or	they	will	pick	up	
this	or	that	or	the	other.		He	just	simply	had	opposition	in	his	church	and	they	seized	
on	these	things	to	hit	him	you	see.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	tell	me	this,	supposed	you	would	march	to	see	mayor	Lobe	the	
day	after	Dr.	King	was	killed,	would	you	be	looking	for	a	new	church,	would	your	
congregation	go	with	you?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	don’t	think	my	congregation	would	want	me	to	do	that	and	I	
would	not	do	it.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	can	you	tell	me	why?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	don’t,	in	the	first	place	I	don’t	agree	with	the	methods	that	
were	used	in	the	strike.	I	would	not	identify	myself	with	the	leadership	of	the	strike	
because	I	think	they	were	wrong	to	a	great	extent,	I	think	there	spirit	was	bad	and	I	
think	that	they	used	methods	and	means	that	I	will	not	use,	in	other	words	breaking	
into	stores,	fighting	on	the	streets,	going	up	into	the	city	hall	and	sitting	there	on	the	
floor	and	eating	their	meals	up	there	and	that	kind	of	thing.	I	don’t	endorse	that	and	
I	will	not	associate	myself	with	people	who	act	like	that.		I	want	to	say	this	that	the	
great	overwhelming	majority	of	negro	people	that	were	involved	in	that	thing	
regretted	that	all	of	this	took	place.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	yes	well	since	it	eventually	led	to	Dr.	King’s	death	I	think.		Do	you	
have	any	questions,	I	was	going	to	say	that…	

Mitch	Wade‐	I	was	wondering	when	you	were	talking	about	the	group	of	Baptist	
ministers,	the	interracial	group	that	meets	once	every	two	months	I	believe.		What	
was	the	reaction	or	the	feeling	of	the	meeting	that	occurred	just	after	Dr.	King	was	
killed	if	there	was	such	a	meeting?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	There	was	a	week	of	meeting,	immediately	following	the	
murder	of	Dr.	King	and	it	was	never	mentioned	except	by	one	man.		We	were	not	
there	to	discuss	that.		We	prayed	for	our	country,	we	prayed	for	each	other	but	his	
death	was	not	mentioned	but	once	and	that	was	by	a	white	minister	on	the	last	day,	
and	the	negro	preachers	and	the	white	preachers	all	of	us	felt	that	it	was	a	great	
tragedy	and	the	way	to	overcome	that	thing	was	not	by	falling	out	with	each	other.	
They	felt	and	we	felt	that	the	white	people	as	a	race,	were	not	responsible	for	King’s	
death,	and	the	negro	people	were	responsible	for	the	murder	of	that	man	in	
Knoxville	TN,	a	taxicab	driver	that	was	shot	to	death,	burned	up,	the	negros	were	
not	responsible	for	that	and	we	were	not	responsible	for	King’s	death.		And	we	
never	discussed	the	thing,	in	fact,	I	have	never	had	a	negro	minister	and	I	have	had	
many	of	them	here	in	my	study	none	of	them	have	ever	talked	to	me		about	the	
matter	at	all.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	How	about	that	first	march	the	one	Dr.	King	led,	the	one	that	broke	up	
into	violence.	Were	there	any	kind	of	meetings	of	ministers	then?		Was	there	an	
increased	concern	about	what	was	happening	in	the	city?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	we	all	had	concern	about	it,	of	course	we	never	dreamed	
that	thing	would	occur	which	did	happen.		But	there	was	a	spirit	of	unrest	and	
turmoil,	and	that	not	only	existed	in	that	time	it	exists	today	and	it	existed	several	
years	ago.		In	fact	in	our	religious	life	and	our	economic	life	and	our	political	life	and	
in	our	domestic	affairs	and	in	our	worldwide	affairs	there	is	a	spirit	of	unrest	and	
fear	and	suspicion	and	dread	and	this	thing	is	simply	an	outgrowth	of	the	spirit	of	
restlessness	in	all	of	our	lives.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	do	you	attribute	the	restlessness	too?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	I	think	that	there	is	a	spirit	of	uncertainty	our	young	
people,	for	instance	these	boys,	what	are	they	going	to	do,	they	are	going	into	the	
service.		Shall	I	go	and	get	an	education,	shall	I	marry,	shall	I	start	a	home	and	there	
is	an	uncertainty	in	all	our	lives.		For	a	man	or	a	woman	who	is	not	a	Christian	who	
does	not	have	fundamental	faith	that	god	sits	on	his	throne	and	that	this	night	will	
pass	away	some	day,	it	is	a	pretty	terrifying	experience	because	every	time	you	pick	
up	a	newspaper	or	listen	to	the	radio	television,	you	know	when	you	are	watching	
television	and	the	special	announcement	comes	on,	fear	grips	your	heart	
immediately.		Mr.	Eisenhower	has	died,	there	has	been	a	riot,	there	has	been	a	
murder,	the	war	has	started.	That	kind	of	feeling	is	prevalent	in	every	phase	of	the	
lives	of	our	people.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	you	trace	it	back	to	anything,	did	it	exist	say	10	years	ago?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	I	don’t	know	that	I	can.	I	am	not	a	student	along	that	line.	I	
think	one	thing	that	enters	into	it	is	that	we	have	been	living	in	a	plush	day	and	
people	have	turned	away	from	god	and	they	have	become	selfish	and	I	say	that	in	
spite	of	the	fact	that	we	give	lots	of	money	away.		Community	chest	and	to	the	whole	
wide	world,	we	are	supporting	the	world	almost	a	the	present	time.		Now	how	long	
we	can	continue	to	do	that	I	don’t	know?		But	in	spite	of	that	there	has	been	a	spirit	
of	selfishness	and	there	has	been	a	grasping	materialism,	and	people	to	some	extent	
in	many	places	have	turned	their	backs	from	god,	you	ask	them	if	they	believe	in	
god,	yes.		But	it	is	one	thing	to	ignore	god,	it	is	another	thing	to	deny	god.		Many	
people	in	our	land	today	and	around	the	world	they	don’t	deny	god	they	ignore	god,	
and	they	ignore	his	churches.		We	have	gotten	ourselves	into	a	muddle	because	of	
our	lack	of	love	for	god	and	our	which	is	our	lack	of	love	for	each	other	which	is	a	
result	of	our	lack	of	love	for	god.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	think	something	like	the	war	in	Vietnam	were	over,	do	you	
think	the	restlessness	would	disappear?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No,	I	don’t	think	so	to	any	great	extent,	I	think	it	is	going	to	be	
with	us	for	a	long	period	of	time.	I	am	a	pre‐millinimist	in	my	faith.		I	don’t	think	any	
of	that	is	going	to	be	settled	like	it	should	be	settled	until	the	Lord	comes	back.	I	



think	the	world	is	going	to	continue	to	get	worse	and	worse	and	worse	until	jesus	
Christ	comes	back.	When	that	will	be,	I	don’t	know.		Meanwhile	we	should	do	all	that	
we	can	as	Christian	people	in	our	own	influence	to	make	the	world	a	better	place	in	
which	to	live.		But	the	murder	rate,	we	have	on	good	authority,	10	million	alcoholics.		
This	scarcity	of	a	day	that	some	alcoholic	doesn’t	call	me	or	come	to	me,	and	the	
murder	rate,	the	rate	in	Memphis	and	other	places	has	sky	rocketed.		Theft,	all	of	
those	kinds	of	things.		In	one	sense	the	whole	wide	world	as	a	w	hole	is	getting	
worse	and	worse	and	worse.	The	Christian	community,	I	thin	the	good	people	are	
better	and	the	bad	people	are	worse.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	There	are	so	many	more	bad	people	than	good	people.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	But	I	don’t	think	we	ought	to	be	all	together	pessimistic	about	
the	thing,	I	think	we	ought	to	keep	on	working	and	do	the	best	we	can.		But	the	most	
serious	problem,	2	or	3	problems	we	face	in	America	in	my	judgment	is	this	racial	
problem.	That	is	going	to	have	to	be	solved	and	the	only	way	we	can	solve	it	is	to	
have	the	spirit	of	love	and	compassion	and	understanding.		And	we	have	got	to	get	
rid	of	somewhere	or	another	of	this	group	of	professional	agitators	who	go	around	
and	stir	up	black	people	and	white	people,	and	we	have	got	to	stop	that	somewhere	
or	another.		Most	of	the	countries	in	this	world	a	man	who	would	spit	on	the	flag	of	
that	country	and	be	for	the	chief	enemy	of	that	country	they	would	take	him	out	and	
shoot	him.	Now	I	don’t	advocate	that,	but	somewhere	another	there	has	got	to	be	a	
line	drawn.	It	has	gotten	to	be	where	it	is	almost	a	foolish	thing	to	be	patriotic.	I	am	
going	to	be	patriotic	to	my	country	she	may	be	wrong	but	there	is	always	this	thing	
which	I	may	be	wrong	too.		I	have	lived	long	enough	to	know	that	I	have	been	wrong	
on	several	occasions.		Any	of	us	who	get	so	cock	sure	that	we	think	we	know	
everything	and	have	an	answer	to	everything,	and	usually	that	person	doesn’t	know	
a	great	deal,	he	doesn’t	understand.		To	illustrate,	I	didn’t	vote	for	Mr.	Kennedy.		Yet	
when	he	was	elected	president	I	prayed	for	him	and	I	supported	him.		More	rigidly	
perhaps	than	some	people	that	voted	for	him.		I	didn’t	vote	for	Mr.	Johnson,	but	he	is	
my	president	and	I	think	patriotism	and	common	sense	calls	for	us	to,	and	the	bible	
teaches	that	us	to	support	the	elected	officials	of	our	country.	I	think	there	needs	to	
be	a	tremendous	wave	of	intolerance,	toward	tolerance.	We	can	tolerate	these	reds	
and	these	pinks	and	communists	and	tolerate	the	wrong	teaching	in	our	school	until	
we	are	going	to	grow	a	generation	of	people	who	have	no	sense	of	god	and	no	sense	
of	patriotism.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	am	sorry	the	wrong	teaching	in	our	schools	about	what?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	About	communism,	about	if	the	great	moral	principles	of	life.		
Our	schools	used	to	be	the	bullworks	of	moral	strength	but	now	I	don’t	think	that	is	
true.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	what	do	you	see	as	the	main	problems	in	Memphis	right	now?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Same	thing	is	true	all	over	the	country.		I	think	that,	I	started	to	
say	this	racial	situation	is	going	to	have	to	be	solved	but	it	can’t	be	solved	over	night,	



you	might	as	well	be	realistic	about	the	whole	thing.		There	are	some	wonderful	
Christian	people	and	jewish	people	who	are	wonderful	godly	people	who	do	not	
have	the	right	attitude	on	the	race	question.		Well	that	is	new	to	their	background,	it	
is	new	to	their	training	and	their	teaching.		To	say	that	a	person	who	doesn’t	believe	
in	integration	is	not	a	Christian	that	is	not	true,	and	to	say	that	a	Jew	who	does	not	
believe	in	integration	is	an	inbreed	and	a	bad	man,	that’s	not	true.	Some	of	the	
greatest	people	I	know	are	on	the	other	side	of	the	fence,	I	think	they	are	wrong.		But	
I	think	on	the	other	side	of	the	fence	there	is	a	great	deal	that	is	wrong	also.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	think	it	is	the	job	of	the	church	people	how	are	segregated	do	
you	think	it	is	the	job	of	the	church	to	try	to	change	them?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Pardon	me?	

Unknown	Secretary‐(muffled	question)	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Tell	him	to	call	me	back	in	just	a	few	minutes	and	to	leave	his	
number.		I	beg	your	pardon.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	said	do	you	think	it	is	the	job	of	the	churches	to	try	and	convince	
segregationists	that	they	should	become	integrationists.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	think	this	can	only	be	done,	not	by	preaching	which	is	what	
you	ought	to	do,	I	think	that	it	is	something	deeper	than	that	and	we	have	to	have	
the	spirit	of	Christ	in	people	and	we	have	to	have	a	better	understanding,	those	
things	come	through	training	and	teaching	and	understanding	and	through	spiritual	
growth,	you	can’t	compel	it,	you	can’t	force	it.		And	I	think	there	has	been	a	lot	of	
wrong	on	the	other	side	and	I	think	our	colored	friends	have	used	very	very	poor	
judgment	and	you	know	it	takes	unless	it	is	abnormal,	it	takes	9	months	for	woman	
to	have	a	baby,	and	once	in	awhile	you	can	force	her	to	have	it	at	7months	but	you	
endanger	her	life	and	endanger	the	life	of	the	child.	There	are	some	things	in	life	that	
you	can’t	force	without	doing	more	harm	than	you	are	good.		It’s	got	to	be	a	gradual	
process.		We	have	started	in	the	right	direction.		My	fear	is	that	so	many	of	these	
people	are	so	rapid	in	what	they	are	saying	and	doing,	marching	up	and	down	the	
streets,	throwing	garbage	in	the	streets,	going	around	burning	down	churches	and	
all	of	that	kind	of	thing.	That	is	going	to	create	a	hostility	that	is	going	to	be	very	
deep.		It	is	going	to,	you	know	as	well	as	I	know	that	they	say	in	the	south	people	
love	the	negros	as	individuals	but	not	as	a	race.	In	the	northern	part	of	our	country	
they	love	them	as	a	race	but	not	as	individuals.		We	have	a	number	of	colored	people	
who	work	here	at	this	church	and	they	are	my	friends	and	I	am	just	as	courteous	
and	nice	to	them	as	I	am	to	the	white	employees	of	our	church.		I	got	out	and	help	
our	negro	churches	and	I	raise	money	for	them.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	is	what	I	was	going	to	ask	you,	does	this	church	have	any	joint	
projects	with	negro	churches?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	not	here	in	Memphis	we	don’t	but	through	our,	we	help	
support	the	negro	college	out	here	to	a	degree	of	sense.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	What	College?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Lemoyne	and	Owens.		We	help	support	that	school	and	we	help	
the	local	churches	individually.	In	other	words	when	we	have	money	in	our	treasury	
here	and	they	get	into	a	jam	they	will	come	to	me	and	we	will	help	them.		But	other	
white	people	do	that	too,	the	white	churches	do	that.	The	thing	that	we	need	to	do	is,	
to	face	this	thing	as	a	cold	hard	fact	and	move	in	the	right	direction	without	
somebody	kicking	us	and	slapping	us	and	forcing	us	to	do	it.	Be	cause	you	can	bring	
a	 bout	integration	in	schools	and	you	can	bring	about	integration	in	many	
other	aspects	of	life.		But	in	so	doing	if	you	destroy	the	friendship	between	
individuals,	then	you	do	more	harm	than	good.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	think	that	has	already	been	done	already	in	this	country?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	think	to	a	great	extent	that	has	been	done,	to	a	great	extent.		
That’s	tragedy	(muffled).		It	may	have	been	necessary	you	see	because	all	of	us	had	
gone	along	through	the	centuries	on	the	other	kind	of	a	basis	and	progress	that	we	
made	toward	treating	the	negro	right	had	been	very	slow.	So	it	may	have	been	that	
hits	explosion	was	necessary.		It	is	alright	to	have	one	explosion	but	if	you	just	keep	
having	them	and	keep	having	them	you	are	going	to	destroy	the	very	thing	that	you	
are	seeking	to	build	up.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Let	me	come	back	here	to	Memphis	because	it	appears	to	me	that	what	
is	happening	in	Memphis,	or	what	has	been	happening	in	Memphis	for	the	last	9	
months	or	so	is	what	happened	several	years	ago	in	the	southern	cities	the	great	
polarization	that	seems	to	me	to	be	occurring	here,	do	you	think	that	is	occurring	
here?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	it	is	moving	in	that	direction	but	I	went,	I	was	in	buffalo	
New	York,	I	had	stepped	in	Mrs.	Pollard	was	sick	and	she	was	in	the	hospital,	I	was	
up	there	for	several	days	and	I	investigated	a	thing	up	there.	I	found	in	the	few	days	
I	was	in	buffalo	New	York	more	hatred	vocal	hatred	for	the	negro	than	I	found	in	our	
own	part	of	the	country.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah,	well	this,	ever	since		we	have	moved	south	I	really	thing	the	
racial	thing	is	going	to	be	solved	in	the	south	not	in	the	north.	But	how	do	you	do	it	
in	a		city	like	Memphis	because	this	is	a	small	enough	place…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	On	a	personal	relationship	and	treating	each	other	right,	and	
remembering	that	these	things	cannot	be	solved	even	by	good	people	who	want	to	
solve	them,	they	cannot	be	solved	over	night.	But	my	judgment	is	that	we	have	no	
right	to	mistreat	the	negro	as	a	citizen	I	think	he	has	a	right	to	eat	wherever	he	
wants	to	eat	and	I	think	he		has	a	right	to	go	to	church	where	he	wants	to	and	I	think	
the	schools	ought	to	be	integrated.	But	I	don’t	thin	k	they	ought	to	run	to	the	
extreme	on	that	thing.	To	illustrate,	in	certain	cities	they	are	forcing	people	to	got	o	
schools	clear	across	town,	bussing	them	in	order	that	they	might	have	a	balanced	
attendance.	Now	that	kind	of	thing	is	wrong	and	it	is	an	unreasonable	demand.		But	I	
think	our	negro	people	have	been	mistreated,	I	think	we	are	guilty	of	it,	but	I	don’t	



think	that	it	is	a	one‐sided	situation.		Racism	isn’t	confined	to	white	people.	I	saw	it	
in	Japan,	I	saw	it	in	Singapore,	I	saw	it	everywhere	I	went	and	I	have	been	around	
the	world	a	couple	of	times	and	I	preached	in	Japan	on	two	occasion	for	two	weeks.	
It	is	there,	it	is	in	India,	its	in	Lima	everywhere.		You	can’t	go	anywhere	in	the	world	
where	racism	doesn’t	exist.		So	it	isn’t	true	that	racism	exists	in	the	south	alone	it	is	
everywhere	and	it	isn’t	all	true	that	it	is	confined	to	white	people	because	negros	
have	that	attitude	towards	each	other.	They	have	caste	system	like	they	do	in	India.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Come	back	again	to	Memphis.		Were	there	a	lot	of	good	people	where	
the	church	has	been	an	influence	over	a	long	period	of	time.		If	you	get	done	to	
concrete	situations,	like	today	city	council	is	going	to	discuss	whether	or	not	they	
should	control	firearms.		Should	the	church,	should	men	of	the	church	take	a	stand	
on	something	like	that?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	personally	wouldn’t	care	to	do	so	but	others	may.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Doe	sit	seem	to	you	the	church	is	going	to	have	to	get	itself	down	into	
these	little	matters.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	I	don’t	think	so.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	you	think	the	church	then	can	just	state	general	principles?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	General	principles,	I	think	you	can	wear	your	self	out	killing	
mosquitoes	when	there	are	lions	around.	If	you	would	get	involved	in	too	many	
things	some	of	which	are	not	vitally	important,	you	are	going	to	kill	your	influence	
and	your	power.	

Mitch	Wade‐	Something	I	was	wondering,	you	were	talking	about	the	fact	that	you	
believe	the	schools	should	be	integrated	and	I	think	you	mentioned	2	or	3	other	
things	as	good	or	positive	steps	that	have	been	taken	to	solve	the	problem,	can	you	
think	of	anything	else	that	should	be	done	that	has	not	been	done,	perhaps	you	
could	comment	on	the	housing	problem	with	regard	to	this	turnkey	project	and	
some	of	the	problems…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	I	am	not	familiar	with	that,	I	have	a	great	feeling	in	my	
heart	that	one	of	the	great	problems	we	face	is	that	we	are	giving	stuff	away	too	
much.	Now	I	grew	up	in		a	poor	home	and	I	worked	for	a	dollar	a	week	and	when	I	
started	preaching	I	got	10	dollars	a	week.	There	are	too	many	people	sitting	around	
doing	nothing	expecting	the	government	to	feed	them	and	that	is	particularly	true	
about	the	colored	people.		You	go	down	here	to	see	the	lions	and	they	have	the	thing	
pretty	well	sewed	up	and	they	have	the	nice	automobiles.		I	have	had	several	
businessmen	tell	me	it	is	impossible	to	hire	men	to	work.	I	think	whenever	you	
begin	supporting	a	person	and	taking	the	responsibility	for	his	food	and	all	that	kind	
of	thing	you	are	going	to	rob	him	of	something	that	is	very	dear	and	precious	and	I	
think	a	lot	of	people	both	black	and	white	need	to	get	off	the	poverty	line	and	go	to	
work	and	live	right	and	I	think	they	would	get	along	a	lot	better.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	I	think	that	is	a	good	suggestion.		Well	think	if	more	jobs	were	created	
or	you	think…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	There	trying	to	create	jobs	for	them	for	white	and	black	alike.		
The	fact	still	remains	there	are	lots	of	good	jobs	right	here	in	Memphis	and	you	can’t	
get	anybody	to	work.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	how	do	you	motivate	people	like	that,	is	there	any	way	to	do	it?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	think	one	way	to	motivate	them	is	to	quit	feeding	them.	If	a	
man	is	able	to	work	or	a	woman	is	able	to	work	and	should	be	working	I	think	they	
ought	to	go	to	work	and	take	care	of	themselves	and	this	idea	of	a	government	
taking	care	of	people	and	feeding	them	when	they	work	I	think	it	is	entirely	wrong	
and	I	think	it	is	destroying	the	moral	fiber	of	this	country.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	see	that	we	are	off	the	subject	here,	but	do	you	see	that	in	this	
election	coming	in	November	that	there	is	going	to	be,	assuming	that	the	democrats	
nominate	one	of	the	4	or	5candidates	available	no	and	Nixon	runs	and	George	Wallis	
runs,	do	you	see	any	hope	for	the	country	with	a	new	president?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	I	think	we	need	a	change	in	philosophy	of	government	and	
I	am	fearful	that	there	isn’t	a	tremendous	difference	between	our	democratic	and	
republican	parties	as	far	as	their	philosophies	are	concerned,	I	think	they	are	both	
moving	in	the	same	direction.		My	personal	opinion	is	that	Mr.	Nixon	will	win.	I	
think,	of	course	this	is	pure	politics	and	I	don’t	do	this	from	the	pulpit	but	my	
personal	opinion	is	that	he	is	head	and	shoulders	above	anyone	else	in	the	picture.	I	
think	it	would	be	a	tragic	mistake	for	Wallis	to	be	elected	and	yet	I	am	amazed	at	the	
great	throng	of	people	of	fine	high	class	people	that	are	for	him	.	My	fear	is	that	his	
entry	into	the	race	is	going	to	defeat	Mr.	Nixon.	

Mitch	Wade‐	I	think	his	winning	would	polarize	the	problems.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	am	not	a	republican	and	I	am	not	a	democrat,	I	vote	whichever	
one	I	feel	is	the	best	one.		At	the	present	time	I	feel	Mr.	Nixon	is	the	one	who	is	going	
to	be	elected,	and	I	think	he	is	more	conservative	and	he	has	an		idea	that	we	need	to	
put	our	nation	back	on	its	feet	because	with	we	going	like	we	are	economically	and	
politically	and	spiritually	we	are	going	to	be	on	the	rocks,	no	question	in	my	mind	
about	it.	You	take	the	fall	of	the	roman	empire	and	the	fall	of	France	and	Spain	and	
all	of	these	great	nations	of	the	past.	They	were	fluent	and	they	were	living	in	luxury	
and	they	went	down	when	they	were	working	and	they	had	a	hard	time	and	just	
about	the	same	thing	is	true	in	the	individual	life,	they	grew	and	they	became	
stronger.	Our	children.	One	of	the	great	problems	we	have	to	day	is	our	young	
people	today	is	that	they	too	much	money	to	spend,	they	are	not	working	and	
earning	it.	There	is	nothing	in	the	world,	that	will	develop	an	individual	or	a	race,	or	
a	nation,	or	a	church	like	working.	One	of	our	great	problems	in	our	churches	today	
is	that	we	have	plenty	of	money	but	we	don’t	have	the	dedication	and	consecration	
that	we	need.		
	



Joan	Beifuss‐	You	think	that	is	more	true	in	a	large	church	like	Bellevue	then	a	
small…	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	it	is	true	everywhere.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	it.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	As	a	matter	of	fact	the	most	difficult	places	right	now	are	not	
the	large	churches.	The	people	that	come	to	Bellevue	come	here	because		they	want	
to.	They	can	go	to	other	churches.	90%	of	my	congregation	passes	1	to	15	other	
Baptist	churches	and	god	knows	how	many	other	churches	to	get	to	come	down	
here.	They	come	here	because	they	want	to.	They	love	this	church	and	there	is	a	
devotion	and	a	consecration	in	these	large	churches	that	you	will	not	find	I	the	little	
church	in	the	middle	of	the	city.		Another	thing	about	it	here	if	they	don’t	like	it	there	
is	a	another	church	you	can	go	to.	And	you	can	tell	them	that	too.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	about	closes	us	out.	There	is	one	more	thing	I	want	to	ask	you	
that	we	are	asking	everyone.		Could	you	give	us	your	reaction,	your	own	personal	
reaction	when	Dr.	King	was	killed?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Well	I	was	not	in	the	city	at	that	time,	I	was	in	Alabama	and	of	
course	I	was	grieved.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	you	in	Alabama	preaching	or	what?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes,	I	was	holding	a	revival	meeting	inn	Ozark	Alabama.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	How	did	you	hear	about	it?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	heard	about	it	over	a	radio	television.	Of	course	I	was	grieved	
about	it	and	I	hated	that	it	had	taken	place	anywhere	and	of	course	as	a	Memphian	I	
regretted	that	it	took	place	here.	I	want	to	say	this,	that	Memphis	was	no	more	
responsible	for	the	death	of	Mr.	King	as	much	as	New	York	City	was.	And	Dallas	was	
no	more	responsible	for	the	death	of	John	Kennedy	than	the	people	in	Waterloo	and	
the	people	in	California	in	a	whole	were	not	responsible	for	the	death	of	Bob	
Kennedy	than	people	in	Nashville	Tennessee.	I	told	my	congregation	on	Sunday	
night,	I	had	more	than	2	thousand	people	there	on	Sunday	night,	that	you	notice	
when	the	news	came	out	about	Memphis	the	press	and	the	television	coverage	they	
land	blasted	us	as	a	backwards	city.	And	when	Kennedy	was	killed	in	Dallas	the	
same	thing	was	said.		Yet	when	it	happened	in	Los	Angeles	the	press	all	over	the	
country	and	the	radio	and	television,	they	didn’t	say	anything	about	that	at	all.		One	
of	the	great	prejudices	that	we	have	to	get	rid	of	in	our	country	is	prejudices	
between	sections	of	our	country	whether	they	are	made	up	of	black	people	or	white	
people.		People	in	Texas	have	got	to	have	the	right	attitude	towards	the	people	in	
New	York.	You	take	last	night	if	you	watch	the	democratic	convention	you	can	see	
there	very	readily	there	were	divisions.		We	are	going	to	have	the	kind	of	nation	that	
we	ought	to	have	we	are	going	to	have	to	get	together	and	stand	together	because	



we	have	foes	on	the	inside	and	foes	on	the	outside	that	are	really	going	to	give	us	
some	trouble.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	see…any	kind	of,	well	I	don’t	know	not	communist	activity	in	
Memphis	but	agitation	in	Memphis	that	did	not	exist	here	a	year	ago?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes,	yes	I	think	so.		I	think	that	is	true	in	our	labor	unions	
particularly	among	the	sanitation	workers	I	guess.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	In	any	other	areas?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	No	not	particularly.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	mean	you	think	people	are	inciting	these	negro	kids?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Oh	yes	sure.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Outside	people	are	inciting?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	I	think	and	I	think	the	root	of	it	is	communism.	

Unknown	Secretary‐	Brother	Dodson	is	on	the	line	and	he	is	calling	out	from	
somewhere.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Alright	let	me	get	that.	(Tape	breaks)	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	am	still	trying	to	get	back	to	the	local	thing.	If	we	assume	that	
everyone	is	not	going	to	be	converted	to	Christ	in	Memphis	within	5	years,	is	there	
any	other	solutions	that	can	be	offered	here?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	Yes	I	don’t	think	one	has	to	be	a	Christian	in	order	to	have	the	
right	attitude,	I	think	our	Jewish	friends	who	are	certainly	not	christians	and	many	
people	who	are	neither	jews	nor	christians	are	very	fine	people	so	far	as	their	
relationship	to	each	other	is	concerned.	I	think	there	is	a	great	deal	of	hope	for	the	
Jew	and	the	Christian	the	Baptist	the	catholic	the	Methodist	the	Presbyterian	all	of	
us	to	join	together	and	to	make	our	city	a	better	city	in	which	to	live.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	now	can	you,	can	you	specifically	tell	me	5	things	that	you	would	
like	to	see	happen	in	the	city	for	instance	perhaps	the	abolition	of	liquor	or	the	
abolition	of	lude	movies	or..	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	think	for	the	moral	welfare	of	the	city	that	we	need	to	have	a	
very	strong	and	rigid	control	on	the	liquor	business,	the	lude	pictures,	motion	
pictures	and	the	lude	books.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	think	that	committee		that	mayor	Lobe	set	up	the	movie	review	
committee	is	sufficient?	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	It	will	help	as	a	matter	of	fact	the	supreme	court	of	the	united	
states	has	about	ruined	so	far	as	any	positive	enforcement	is	concerned	on	that	one.	



I	think	that	we	need	and	this	is	a	term	that	you	girls	may	not	fairly	understand,	but	I	
think	we	need	a	great	spiritual	awakening.	A	sense	of	responsibility	towards	god	
and	the	calls	of	god	in	this	world.	That	would	include	the	jews,	would	include	the	
potestants	and	the	catholics	and	the	baptists	and	all	the	rest	of	us.	I	know	this	that	
whenever	there	is	a	spirit	of	revival,	of	dedication	and	consecration	in	the	lives	of	
the	people	that	these	other	problems	are	going	to	be	solved.	When	people	really	
love	god	they	are	going	to	love	their	fellow	man.	In	fact	the	bible	says	if	you	don’t	
love	your	fellow	man	than	you	don’t	love	god.		I	think	a	great	spiritual	awakening,	I	
think	our	chamber	of	commerce	here	should	get	down	to	the	work	they	are	
supposed	to	do	instead	of	promoting	a	campaign	to	legalize	liquor.		I	think	they	
ought	to	be	trying	to	spend	some	money	to	get		some	good	legitimate	businesses	in	
here	and	create	a	better,	a	religious	atmosphere	and	a	better	business	atmosphere.		
Because	the	liquor	business	is	a	detriment	to	the	honest	business.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	do	you	think	one	can	do	specifically	to	alleviate	some	of	the	
frustrations	that	seems	to	appear	in	the	negro	community.	Are	there	any	specific	or	
practical	things	that	we	might	do	if	we	were	perhaps	more	highly	motivated	as	you	
have	said	in	terms	of	our	Christian	duty.	

Dr.	Ramsey	Pollard‐	I	think	we	ought	to	have	fellowship	with	them,	I	think	we	ought	
to	treat	them	as	equals,	but	there	needs	to	be	in	my	judgment	some	honest	reporting	
and	there	needs	to	be	the	right	motive	and	our	television	and	our	commentators	and	
our	newspapers	and	our	magazines	instead	of	helping	to	solve	this	problem	because	
of	the	sensational	aspect	of	it	and	because	of	their	appeal	to	minority	groups	they	
are…(Tape	End).	


