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Carolyn	Yellin‐	Testing	1,	2,	3,	4,	would	you	like	to	say	something	Mr.	Hyman.	

Billy	Hyman‐	Testing	1,	2,	3,	4.		I	hope	you	have	all	your	questions	down	so	we	won’t	
have	to	make	up	alto	of	time.	(Tape	break)	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	This	is	July	8th	1968,	we	are	interviewing	councilmen	Billy	Hyman	at	
his	home	at	4288	Woodcrest	Dr.	Interviewers	for	the	Memphis	search	for	meaning	
committee	are	Wilson	Beyer	Jr.	and	Carolyn	Yellin.	

(Tape	Break)	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Now	we	will	see	how	this	goes,	I	think	we	are	doing	alright	without	
feedback	now.	I	am	giving	this	a	little	more	volume	and	why	don’t	we	get	started	
now	councilmen	Hyman.	If	you	begin	by	telling	us	how	long	you	have	lived	in	
Memphis	for	a	starter	perhaps?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	actually	I	was	born	in	Memphis	and	lived	about	14	years	of	my	
early	life	in	Mississippi	during	the	depression	years	beginning	in	1929.	I	moved	back	
to	Memphis	permanently	in	1941.	I	have	lived	out	in	the	eastern	part	of	this	city	in	
this	neighborhood	for	about	18	years.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Well	had	you	ever	been	in	politics	or	run	for	public	office	before,	
before	this	councilmen	race	which	you	were	successful	in?	

Billy	Hyman‐	No	this	was	my	first	venture	into	any	sort	of	public	office	seeking.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	run	as	a	party	member,	this,	or	did	you	have	anything	
resembling	party	support	from	either,	this	was	pretty	much	a	non‐partisan	race?	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	think	it	was,	I	think	that	some	people	thought	possibly	and	this	area	
of	town	that	it	might	be	a	little	more	inclined	to	be	a	party	race	but	it	proved	that	it	
wasn’t.	I	ran	really	as	an	independent	because	I	haven’t	been	active	in	either	party	
and	it	proved	that	it	was	a	non‐partisan	territory.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	felt	your	support	was	coming	from,	was	pretty	much	non‐
partisan	support	as	far	as	you	could	tell?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Yes	maam.	I	feel	like	that	we	did.	We	were	very	fortunate,	we	got	so	
much	support	we	were	just	overwhelmed	by	the	support	we	did	get	and	we	didn’t	
really	know	where	it	all	came	from.	We	were	not	very	well	known,	I	of	course	have	
been	in	business	here	and	done	quite	a	bit		of	advertising.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Your	business	being	a	builder	supply	business?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Yes,	and	I	haven’t	been	what	you	call	a	joiner.	I	haven’t	been	very	
active	in	clubs	and	groups	and	activities.	I	primarily	devoted	my	time	the	last	15	
years	to	working.	But	it	seemed	that	people	were	really	concerned	with	this	new	
form	of	government	and	it	seemed	like	they	were	looking	for	a	broader	



representation	than	what	he	had	that	they	were	looking	for	people	from	different	
walks	of	life	to	represent	them	and	we	felt	like	we	needed	some	business	people	on	
the	council	and	I	ran	with	that	in	mind	and	it	seemed	that	evidently	that	was	the	
case	in	our	district.		I	believe	we	had	next	largest	group	of	candidates	to	begin	with,	
district	2	that	Mrs.	Awsumb	won	in	I	believe	had	16	candidates	and	we	had	13.	Then	
we,	actually	I	think	this	was	the	only	district	that	a	candidate	ended	up,	or	at	large	
whether	for	that	matter	in	one	precinct	and	we	were	very	gratified	for	that.	We	
weren’t	only	representing	the	majority	of	the	district,	but	we	really	was	
representing	a	majority	of	every	neighborhood.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	was	trying	to	recall,	in	fact	I	was	telling	Mr.	Beyer	as	we	came	over	
that	indeed	you	are	my	councilmen	and	I	was	trying	to	recall	the	man	that	ran	
against	you	in	the	runoff.		

Billy	Hyman‐	In	the	run	off	it	was	Mr.	Rick	O’Gady.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Rick	O’Gady,	yes.		He	is	an	attorney	and	a	very	able	attorney	and	a	
very	able	candidate.		His	group	worked	real	hard.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	remember	it	was	quite	a	fairly	active	campaign.		

Billy	Hyman‐	We	had	in	the	first	in	the	primary	the	Commercial	Appeal	supported	
Mr.	Arthur	McCain,	you	know	he	is	retired	bank	of	president	of	union	planter’s	bank.	
And	the	Precimeter	support	Mr.	Charles	Cotrows.	After	the	primary	both	papers	
supported	me,	and	several	of	the	candidates	including	Mr.	McCain	and	Mr.	Jones,	Mr.	
Brian	Jones	and	Charles	Cotrows,	actually	one	or	two	others	that	didn’t	pull	as	many	
votes	as	those.	Through	this	support	to	me.	In	the	primary	probably	Charles	
Cotrows	had	the	most	active	organization	besides	ours,	that	was	in	the	field.	This	
was	all	together	was	a	little	too	much	to	overcome.	They	did	work	hard	and	they	
made	us	work	hard.			

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Well	if	you	had	anticipated	all	that	was	going	to	be	involved	in	being	
a	city	councilmen	do	you	think	you	would	be	doing	this	over	councilmen	Hyman?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	I	am	asked	that	question	daily,	in	fact	I	have	had	at	least	3	people	
in	the	office	come	by	and	say	something	similar	to	this.	I	think	that	I	would,	it	is	hard	
for	me	to	admit	that	I	am	wrong	in	the	first	place,	in	the	next	place	for	the	same	
reasons	that	I	ran	I	believe	would	standing	now.	I	think	this	is	a	great	city	with	a	
great	future	and	it	is	a	town	that	has	been	good	to	me.	It	is	a	job	that	is	not	pleasing	
in	some	ways.	People	can	be	awful	cruel	to	you	but	at	the	same	time	it	does	have	its	
rewarding	moments.	Somebody	has	got	to	do	the	job	,	and	I	believe	that	they	way	it	
has	turned	out,	it	wouldn’t	maybe	be	as	attractive,	but	when	you	had	time	to	think	it	
out	I	would	probably	be	as	inclined	to	run	now	as	before	because	there	were	a	lot	of	
people	in	the	race	that	really	would	have	seriously	had	a	problem	to	serve	in	the	
capacity	that	some	of	us	have	been	able	to	because	of	the	demand	on	the	time.	I	feel	
like	It	is	a	job	that	needs	to	be	done,	and	I	feel	like	you	have	got	to	devote	the	time	to	
do	the	job.	And	it	just	happens	that	I	feel	very	fortunate	that	we	got	the	group	of	
people	that	we	have	that	either	they	are	men	in	organizations	that	somebody	else	



can	carry	on	for	them	or	they	can	devote	the	time.	Because	someone	with		a	salary	
person,	or	someone	with	a	one	man	business,	would	be	handicapped	terribly	
because	it	has	been	very	demanding	up	until	the	last	couple	of	weeks	it	has	been	
over	60Wilson	Beyer	Jr.‐		job	and	even	now	I	would	say	it	is	a	half	time	job	if	you	
attend	to	the	meetings	and	the	hearings	and	the	things	you	would	need	to	do.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Had	you	anticipated	that	it	would	take	that	much	time?	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	thought	that	we	were	talking	about	a	25Wilson	Beyer	Jr.‐		time	and	I	
think	that	we	probably	are	eventually	when	a	lot	of	the	problems	that	have	to	be	
done	.	We	spent	an	awful	lot	of	time	on	the	budget,	about	14	days,	and	parts	of	the	
nights	and	parts	of	2	weekends.		This	I	think	can	be	avoided	next	year	by	two	or	
three	things.	Various	departments	will	be	aware	that	we	do	want	an	outlying	
budget.		They	can	start	presenting	them	to	the	various	councilmen	that	have	
jurisdiction	out	there	departments	in	the	fall	and	we	can	get	a	lot	of	this	done	
without	having	these	daylong	and	night	meetings.	I	think	that	a	lot	of	things	that	will	
eventually	work	out	and	I	am	not	saying	that	we	won’t	have	problems	because	I	
think	we	are	living	in	a	time	were	we	will	always	have	crises	arising	and	we	will	
have	problems	that	will	have	to	be	overcome.	I	don’t	believe	it	will	be	continually	as	
time	consuming	as	it	has	been	the	first	6	months.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	And	probably	the	crises	won’t	be	the	magnitude	that	gave	faced	this	
new	city	council	that	would	have	been	a	puzzle	for	any	city	council	I	would	think.	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	we	certainly	hope	not.	Each	time	of	course	you	have	a	crises	it	is	
very	important	to	those	involved	in	it	and	each	one	of	us	think	that	our	problems	are	
bigger	than	someone	else’s	but	I	think	as	a	whole	that	we	won’t	have	these	feel	like	
the	dramatic	problems	we	have	had	in	the	last	few	months.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Before	we	go	on	to	the	real	events	of	the	February	and	March	and	so	
forth,	I	wanted	to	ask	one	other	question	and	maybe	you	have	some	too	Wilson	but	
the	only	other	question	I	wanted	to	get	in	this	section	was	in	the	POP	program	or	the	
setting	up	in	the	new	city	government,	did	you	take	any	part	for	or	against	this	new	
form	of	government	because	I	know	the	council	had	people	who	were	both	in	favor	
and	at	the	time	felt	that	perhaps	the	change	wasn’t	as	necessary?	

Billy	Hyman‐	No	I	didn’t	I	w3asnt	active	in	that	at	all.,	I	did	try	to	look	into	it	some	
and	I	tried	to	weigh	one	government	form	against	the	other	and	I	did	vote	for	it,	but	
I	was	not	active	at	all	in	its	beginnings.			

Wilson	Beyer	Jr.‐	You	said	that	you	have	been	in	Memphis	for	20	years?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Oh	I	have	been	back	in	Memphis	since	1941	about	27	years.	We,	
during	the,	my	father	was	a	railroad	man,	he	is	retired	now,	and	during	the	
depression	years,	he	had	a	little	farm	down	in	central	Mississippi	and	we	went	there	
and	he	worked	some	of	the	summers	we	spent	up	here	1934,	1936,	37’	and	we	
moved	back	to	Memphis	permanently	in	1941.	I	went	to	grammar	school	in	



Mississippi	and	I	went	to	high	school	in	Memphis,	we	came	up	here	in	41’	and	then	I	
went	into	service	when	I	was	out	of	school.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Which	high	school?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Southside.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Is	your	wife,	is	Mrs.	Hyman	from	Memphis?	

Billy	Hyman‐	She		moved	to	Memphis	about	the	same	time	and	she	was	born	near	
Tupelo	Mississippi	and	her	parents	were	living	in	Hernando	at	the	time	that	we	got	
married.	She	was	living	up	here,	but	she	had	graduated	high	school	in	Hernando	and	
was	working	in	Memphis.,	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	So	your	roots	go	pretty	deep	in	Memphis,	business	and	family	and	….	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	was	born	in	south	Memphis	and	as	I	told	Fred	Davis	the	other	day	
that	I	can	understand	the	problems	in	south	Memphis,	I	have	been	there	a	long	time.	
I	worked	across	the	street	from	where	my	lumber	company	is	now,	part	time	in	the	
service	station	on	Florida	St.	when	I	was	going	to	high	school.	This	was	an	area	that	I	
have	seen	take	a	complete	change	that	the	several	communities	in	that	end	of	town	
have	had	a	complete	change	in	the	environment	and	the	people	and	their	attitudes	
and	I	think	that	you	can	see	some	insights	into	some	of	those	things	if	you	have	been	
there	through	the	years.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Well,	I	think	perhaps	one	of	the	things	that	we	would	like	to	ask	each	
of	the	councilmen,	is	when	did	you	become	aware	of	the	fact	that	either	a	strike	was	
imminent	or	that	it	was	going		to	take	place,	were	you	aware	of	it	before	or	was	
actually	the	fact	that	the	strike	was	happening	is	your	first	awareness?	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	think	is	as	well	as	I	can	recall	the	first	thing	that	most	of	us	knew	
about	it	was	I	believe	read	in	the	morning	paper	that	they	would	not	go	to	work	that	
morning.	We	had	no	warning	ahead	of	time	that	they	had	this	in	mind.		This	at	the	
time	seemed	like	such	a	shame	because	we	had	just	gotten	started	in	the	form	of	
government	and	the	man	whose	district	this	would	have	come	under,	the	chairman	
of	the	committee	was	Fred	Davis	and	I	was	on	the	committee,	Louis	Donelson	was	
on	the	committee,	and	this	is	a	public	works	committee.	Fred	was	so	anxious	to	try	
to	solve	the	problems	and	I	think	we	have	been	equally	eager	to	have	done	if	we	had	
the	opportunity	to	go	out	and	talk	to	some	of	the	people	and	look	at	some	of	the	
things	before	it	developed	to	this	state	that	it	did.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Now,	did	you,	when	was	your	first	meeting	in	or	what	was	your	first	
impression	of	the	workers	complaints	or	their	grievances,	did	you	feel	it	was	
serious,	threatened	any	serious	problems	or	did	you	feel	it	was	something,	if	you	
recall	I	know	at	this	stage	when	so	much	time	has	gone	by	and	so	many	other	things	
have	happened,	did	you	have	any	apprehension	about	this	when	you	first	heard	
about	it.,	



Billy	Hyman‐	I	don’t	think	you	did.	You	had	an	awareness,	we	knew	that	the	city	in	
various	departments	had	discussions	months	prior	I	think	about	a	year	before	this	
they	had	some	discussions	in	the	sanitation	department	about	working	conditions	
and	wages.	We	had	not	heard	anything	of	it	in	a	long	time	and	I	think	was	probably	
normally	accepted	that	this	was	just	one	of	those	times	that	the	group	was	had	some	
grievances	that	they	maybe	wanted	to	get	aired	and	it	was	time	to,	they	wanted	to	
make	everyone	aware	that	they	needed	more	money	and	one	of	the	things	that	you	
normally	have.	I	don’t	think	we	expe3cted	it	to	erupt	into	a	real	serious	strike	at	that	
time	because	I	think	we	probably	thought	that	the	leaders	would	realize	the	
situation	that	if	we	were	given	a	little	time	they	would	get	a	fair	and	just	hearing	and	
if	possible	their	grievances	settled.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	the	public	works	committee	discuss	it	aside	from	the	regular	
council	meetings,	did	you	have	any	prior	to	I	know	what	is	the	date	of	the	public	
works	committee	meeting	that	Fred	Davis	was	chairman	of,	I	guess	it	was	that	
February	22nd?	

Billy	Hyman‐	There	was	some	discussion	that	Fred	told	me	that	he	thought	we	
should	sat	down	and	try	to	hear	these	people,	the	workers	themselves,	and	I	told	
him	I	would	be	glad	to	and	Louis	Donelson	told	him	the	same	thing.	He	couldn’t	
seem	to	get	the	time	and	the	date	worked	out	and	it	developed	that	the	date	it	was	
set	up	for	I	had	an	out	of	town	appointment	set	up	that	3	different	people	were	
involved	in	and	I	had	to	coordinate	to	go	on	a	trip	up	to	middle	Tennessee.	So	I	
called	down	to	Pryor	after	talking	to	Fred	and	he	said	he	had	decided	on	that	date	
and	I	told	him	I	could	change,	and	he	said	well	if	somebody	else	could	sit	in	for	me.,	
That	was	the	date	that	Fred	had	the	meeting	that	when	we	first	contact	we	had	with	
we	thought	the	workers.	They	actually	didn’t	give	the	workers	a	chance	to	talk,	this	
was	a	meeting	that	Fred	had	that	got	quite	a	bit	of	notoriety,	that	more	or	less	got	
out	of	hand.	I	talked	to	Downing	who	was	chairman	of	the	council	and	he	said	that	
he	would	set	in	for	me	or	Wyatt	Chandler	would.	Evidently	developed	that	the	time	
didn’t	work	out	for	everybody	and	schedules	so	reverend	Neders	sat	in	my	place,	
and	this	was	a	committee	meeting	that	they	had	to	in	the	council	chambers	and	we	
ended	up	in	quite	a	ruckus.	I	believe	this	is	the	day	that	they	stayed	in	the	council	
chambers	and	ate	that	day.	Probably	I	think	this	was	one	of	the	turning	points	in	the	
strike,	you	never	know	really	what	crystallize4s	opinions	and	decisions	and	people’s	
thinking	but	this	was	probably	an	untimely	thing	so	far	as	the	general	public	of	the	
city	was	concerned.	That	when	you	had	a	committee	and	a	man	who	was	trying	to	
have	a	hearing	and	trying	to	hear	the	employees,	and	yet	to	the	best	of	our	
knowledge,	not	any	of	the	employees	ever	got	to	say	anything.	This	is	one	of	the	
tragedies	I	think	of	the	whole	instance.	It	seems	at	this	particular	time	there	were	
several	factions	vying	for	leadership	of	the	negro	community,	especially	this	
element	of	the	community,	and	you	had	one	or	two	that	were	had	political	ambitions	
and	then	you	had	two	or	three	of	the	ministers	that	were	leaders	of	various	groups	
and	it	appeared,	and	this	happened	in	later	meetings	too,	each	one	that	would	talk	
and	get	his	opportunity	had	to	be	more	forceful	and	more	bitter	and	more	
everything	else,	to	get	a	little	bit	louder	applause	than	the	one	who	preceded	him,	



because	he	felt	that	he	was	being	tested	for	leadership	and	if	he	couldn’t	perform	
than	he	would	lose	his	standing.	The	way	that	the	situation	appeared	at	that	stage.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	feel	at	that	time	or	did	you	discuss	it,	that	it	was	
predominantly	a	racial	issue	or	a	labor	management	issue?	

Billy	Hyman‐	We	felt	at	that	time	that	it	was	a	labor	management	issue	but	with	all	
these	people	looking	for	some	reason	or	some	you	might	say	excuse	to	get	the	show	
on	the	road	that	they	had	been	talking	about	for	a	long	time.	We	heard	since	last	fall	
that	some	cities	in	the	nation	were	going	to	have	a	long	hot	summer	and	they,	it	
looked	at	that	time	like	this	could	possibly	be	one	of	the	things	that	could	be	a	
problem	and	I	think	this	was	in	some	of	the	people’s	minds.	But	I	think	the	majority	
of	us	had	not	thought	anything	other	than	a	labor	management	problem	that	just	
had	a	breakdown	in	communication.	We	asked	2	or	3	times	if	we	could	go	out	and	
talk	to	the	men	and	they	just	didn’t	want	you	to	talk	to	the	men.	They	couldn’t	have	
done	this	with	other	groups	of	employees	in	the	city.	You	can	see	what	recently	
happened	now	and	you	can	look	back	of	course	and	always	see	history	and	cite	
examples,	but	the	recent	problems	we	had	at	the	hospital.	Now	these	people	came	
up,	we	had	hearings	unofficial	and	official,	we	had	meetings	up	there	one	afternoon,	
I	believe	it	was	Friday,	there	were	about	6	councilmen	up	there,	and	we	listened	to	
them	in	groups,	2	or	3	of	us	listened	to	3	or	4	at	the	time	and	then	on	Tuesday	
morning	following	at	the	executive	session	we	let	the	groups	come	in	and	they	had	a	
spokesman	and	you	could	talk	to	the	people.	Well	when	you	have	a	chance	to	have	
communication	with	people,	then	you	can	find	out	some	of	the	answers	to	the	
questions.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Well	that	was	the	same	union?	

Billy	Hyman‐	It	was	the	same	union	but	you	were	dealing	with	another	group	of	
people.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	The	difference	is	in	the	workers.	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	felt	like	they	were	using	this	group	of	people	as	a	vehicle.	These	
people	that	were	involved	in	this	strike	actually	were	the	victim	of	circumstances,	
they	couldn’t	have	done	this	same	thing	with	a		group	of	people	of	higher	average	
intelligence.	The	professional	workers	at	the	hospital	or	the	fire	department	or	the	
police	department,	any,	the	schools	any	of	these	things,	and	of	course	thy	use	this	
strictly	as	a	vehicle	and	these	people	just	ended	up	the	victims	of	the	circumstance.	

Wilson	Beyer	Jr.‐	You	keep	referring	to	“they,”	who?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	when	I	refer	to	they	at	this	time	I	was	speaking	of	the	union	
people.	See	they	had	nothing	to	lose	when	it	got	to	this	stage.	I	think	when	the	strike	
was	originally	called	the	man,	T.O.	Jones	called	the	strike		and	he	really	didn't	know	
what	to	do	with	it.	We	talked	to	the	people	the	union	people	as	you	know	we	tried,	
we	met	with	them	once	in	secret	meeting	up	there	in	executive	session	to	try	to	
resolve	the	thing,	and	we	found	out	immediately	all	they	wanted	was	a	dues	check	



off	and	we	could	write	our	on	contract	so	to	speak.	They	really	weren’t	concerned	
with	the	people’s	welfare,	the	contract	or	how	it	was	written.		You	can	just…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	did	they	present	any	written	demands	at	that	time?	

Billy	Hyman‐	They	had	sent	the	mayor	a	telegram	and	I	believe	there	were	about	9	
items	on	it	and	3or	4	of	those	items	were	already	in	effect	and	several	of	them	had	
been	agreed	to	but	when	we	met	with	them	and	I	don’t	remember	the	names	of	all	
the	mane	involved	now.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	that	Mr.	Champa?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Champa	was	there	and	I	believe	Mr.	Epps	and	one	or	two	other	people	
that	was	there	and	they	just	wanted	two	bashful	about	letting	us	know	what	their	
main	number	one	item	was,	and	you	can	figure	this	out…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	T.O.	Jones	there?	Excuse	me.	

Billy	Hyman‐	T.O.	Jones	was	present.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	well	did	he	do	much	of	the	speaking	or	was	it	mostly	the…	

Billy	Hyman‐	No.	And	several	of	the	men	we	talked	to	some	of	them	after	the	
meeting	and	tried	to	see	how	the	thing	had	developed	like	this	and	they	said	that	
T.O.	Jones	had,	if	you	remember	there	were	several	hours	elapsed	after	he	called	the	
strike	before	anything	developed	and	he	called	Washington	and	didn’t	know	what	to	
do	next.	He	had	a	strike	on	his	hands	and	really	hadn’t	planned	it.	It	was	a	poor	time	
anybody	with	any	logic	about	labor	relations	wouldn’t	call	a	garbage	strike	when	it	
is	0	outside.	I	mean	it	just	doesn’t	stink	in	the	winter	time	like	it	does	in	July.	If	you	
were	going	to	have	a	garbage	strike	and	plan	it	you	would	have	it	in	July	or	August.	
He	didn’t	aim	to	trigger	the	thing…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	To	bring	the	most	pressure…	

Billy	Hyman‐	That’s	right	he	didn’t	aim	to	trigger	the	thing	so	therefore	after	they	
got	it	going,	even	though	the	timing	was	wrong	they	had	to	get	what	they	could	out	
of	it.	You	figure	the	number	of	thousands	of	employees	we	have	here	and	you	figure	
from	$4		and	up	a	month,	you	are	talking	about	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars	a	
year	and	you	multiply	that	by	years	and	you	get	millions.	And	of	course	there	has	
been	an	awful	lot	of	union	violence	for	a	lot	less	city	contract	than	Memphis.	They	
were	fighting	pretty	high	odds…when	I	am	saying	they	here	again	I	am	talking	about	
the	union	representatives.	They	weren’t	the	type	of	people	that	were	too	concerned	
with	public	relations	and	the	city’s	welfare	and	you	and	my	problems,	they	are	
looking	for	that	money	that	pours	into	that	union	to	give	them	the	power.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	you	think	that	the	fact	that	there	had	been	the	garbage	strike	in	
New	York	that	had	gotten	so	much	publicity,	do	you	think	that	had	any	influence	on	
someone	like	let’s	say	T.O	Jones	or	did	this	come	also,	I	will	continue	that.	Did	this	



come	into	your	thinking	as	a	councilmen	about	it,	did	you	compare	it	with	the	New	
York	garbage	strike?	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	think	you	would	have	to	admit	that	you	would	have	to	be	thinking	
about	it	and	I	think	that	you	would	feel	like,	I	felt	like,	and	I	think	everybody	did	that	
it	had	to	have	some	effect.	I	mean	when	you	have	got	as	much	publicity	as	that	strike	
had	up	there	and	you	are	dealing	with	a	group	of	people	that	are	easily	led,	I	think	
you	are	going	to	have	to	think	that	this	entered	into	it.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	When	the	strike	continued,	because	the	New	York	strike	was	over	as	
I	recall	in	a	matter	of	10	or	12	days	or	something.	Was	there	a	time	that	you	can	
recall	now	that	there	was	any	increasing	apprehension	for	you	personally.	Did	you	
begin	to	get	nervous	about	it	at	any	point	before	the	actual,	well	let’s	say	that….when	
Martin	Luther	King,	led	the	march	was	there	a	period	that	you	were…	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	can’t	define,	I	cant	remember	when	this	apprehension	would	have	
started	but	I	would	think	that	we	did	as		a	government		and	as	a	people	and	as	a	city	
begin	to	see	that	there	had	been	so	much	pressure	put	on	by	the	minority	groups	to	
create	a	racial	issue	out	of	it	and	there	had	been	this	clamoring	for	the	leadership	in	
the	negro	community.	The	thing	that	appeared	to	me,	the	real	true	leaders	of	the	
negro	community	couldn’t	afford	to	speak	up,	This	is	people	like	Dr.	Walker	and	Dr.	
Price,	and	those	people	that	had	been	leaders	of	the	community	for	years.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	For	the	record	Dr.	Price	is	the	president	of	Lemoyne	College,	and..	

Billy	Hyman‐	Mr.	Macy	L.	Walker	at	universal	life.	People	have	really	been	leaders	in	
the	community	and	others.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	They	didn’t	take	an	active	part	at	all	did	they?	

Billy	Hyman‐	The	position	they	were	in,	we	talked	to	,	I	am	sure	all	the	councilmen	
did,	I	talked	to	a	number	of	this	type	leadership	and	I	talked	to	a	lot	of	average	
citizen’s	on	the	street	and	workers	and	a	people	that	add	in	the	community.	The	
negro	community	was	not	behind	this	support.	They	had	to	have	a	feeling	you	would	
have	to	have	when	you	see	a	group	of	negros	were	struggling	for	something	and	a	
lot	of	publicity,	they	had	to	have	sympathy	for	them	to	a	point,	But	they	weren’t	in	
favor	of	the	strike,	they	weren’t	in	favor	of	the	violence,	but	yet	it	appeared	and	I	in	
talking	to	these,	what	I	would	say	the	real	negro	community	leaders,	then	the	
position	that	it	appeared	was	that	they	couldn’t	come	forward	because	at	that	
particular	time	they	would	be	criticized	for	taking	up	for	the	white	community.	
Another	thing	I	think		over	the	years	we	would	have	to	admit	that	there	have	been	
times,	when	something	would	arise	and	you	would	be	in	a	position	of	having	some	
rumbles	in	the	negro	community	that	we	are	wanting	various	things.	Then	you	call	
on	this	leadership	group	and	get	them	more	or	less	to	quiet	things	down	and	make	
certain	promises	and	then	they	just	weren’t	allowed	to	deliver.	The	negro	
community	through	the	years	maybe	had	just	on	one	thing	or	another	been	left	out	
and	this	leadership	group	even	though	they	were	the	spokesmen	for	the	community	



they	had	lost	some	of	their	attractiveness	and	their	power	to	speak	for	the	
community	because	the	white	community	hadn’t	let	him	deliver.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	That	is	an	interesting	point	of	view.	

Billy	Hyman‐	This	was	from	what	I	could	see,	I	talked	to	a	good	many	negro	pastors,	
quite	a	few	of	them	in	confidence	and	I	talked	to	people	that	would	tell	me	that	
things	that	should	be	done	but	yet	they	couldn’t	afford	to,	we	talked	about	it	one	
time.	I	spent	one	whole	morning	talking	to	people,	negro	people	that	were	trying	to	
organize	negro	housewives	march	and	they	gave	this	up	because	of	the	racial	
overtones	at	that	time	had	begun	to	get	too	strong	and	they	would	be	criticized	by	
their	own	community.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	What	would	be	the	purpose	of	the	housewives?	

Billy	Hyman‐	The	purpose	was	this,	to	try	to	influence	the	community	to	let	them	
know	they	weren’t	in	favor	of	the	strike	as	it	was	being	handled	as	an	illegal	walk	
out	rather	than	a	legitimate	strike,	that	the	city	had	agreed	to	negotiate	with	the	
people	and	it	had	agreed	to	listen	to	the	grievances	and	all	this	all	they	needed	to	do	
was	to	get	them	back	to	work.	Of	course	at	this	time	they	were	rather	disturbed	too	
because	there	had	been	so	many	threats.	I	am	sure	all	the	councilmen	got	calls	and	
people	to	come	see	them,	but	by	my	business	being	located	in	the	negro	community	
and	a	great	deal	of	my	business	transactions,	my	customers	are	a	great	deal	negros,	I	
had	a	little	more	contact	than	some	of	the	councilmen	may	have	had	with	the	
community	an	we	just	had	numerous	calls	from	people	that	either	there	son	or	their	
husband	or	somebody	wanted	to	work	but	they	had	been	threatened	not	to	go	to	
work.	I	had	one	lady	right	there	in	the	neighborhood	that	called	me	and	her	son	I	
believe	she	said	was	22	years	old	and	this	was	the	only	public	full	time	job	he	had	
ever	had…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	As	a	garbage..	

Billy	Hyman‐	He	was	working	as	a	garbage	collector,	that	he	had	dropped	out	of	
school	in	the	5th	or	6th	grade,	he	was	mentally	retarded,	he	had	gotten	a	lot	older	and	
larger	than	everyone	in	his	class	and	he	dropped	out	and	he	had	always	done	handy	
jobs,	and	cut	grass	and	this	sort	of	thing	and	this	was	the	first	regular	job	he	had	and	
he	had	been	down	there	about	14	months	and	she	said	he	was	just	tickled	to	death	
with	the	job	but	he	was	just	frightened	to	death	that	he	hadn’t	worked	in	3	or	4	days,	
and	she	was	real	concerned	about	his	mental	health	and	attitude	because	he	would	
just	walk	the	floor	mumbling	and	fussing	because	he	couldn’t	go	to	work.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	this	after	the	strike	had	just…	

Billy	Hyman‐	This	was	during	the	strike	I	would	say	maybe	I	don’t	know	maybe	
probably	before	the	first	Dr.	King	march.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	he	was	one	who	had…	



Billy	Hyman‐	Wanted	to	work.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	And	he	had	gone	back	and	worked	a	few	days.	

Billy	Hyman‐	He	had	worked	several	days	and	then	he	had	gotten	threatened	and	
somebody	had	followed	him		home	the	night	before	and	he	was	frightened	to	go	
back	to	work.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Was	she	frightened?	Was	his	mother	frightened?	

Billy	Hyman‐	She	didn’t	seem	to	be,	she	was	more,	I	would	say	angry	than	
frightened.	This	was	the	case	in	quite	a	few	instances,	people	realized	that	these	
men	were	being	used,	I	think	this	was	the	average	thought	in	the	negro	community	
and	this	was	proven	in	later	on	when	violence	erupted	it	was	proven	who	was	
really,	what	the	negro	community	meant	to	the	city.	The	night	after,	and	we	are	
skipping	a	little	time	here,	but	the	night	after	Dr.	King’s	death,	those	I	was	really	
aware	of	the	city,	I	have	been	selling	building	materials	for	quite	a	bit	of	time	
outside.	The	first	couple	of	years	I	worked	outside	was	when	the	city	started	this	
(muffled)in	1954‐56.		When	they	passed	ordinances	to	require	people	to	get	their	
houses	up	to	date	and	I	was	working	outside	at	the	time	and	every	negro	community	
in	the	city	and	through	the	years	I	have	been	well	aware	of	these	areas	and	the	night	
that	we	had	most	of	our	rioting	and	our	fires,	if	you	were	this	aware	of	these	areas	
and	was	on	the	police	radio	as	I	was,	you	would	realize	that	if	it	hadn’t	been	for	the	
sound	basic	law	abiding	working	negro	community	the	town	would	have	burned	up.	
There	was	fire	after	fire	that	was	called	in	that	couldn’t	be	anyone	calling	in	but	a	
negro	family.	They	set	my	place	out	on	North	Hollywood	on	fire,	I	had	three	
different	fire	bombs	out	there	and	it	did	very	little	damage	except	one	and	there	
isn’t	a	white	family	living	within	a	mile	there	and	it	was	the	neighbors	that	called	it	
in	that	lived	in	the	community,	the	same	thing	all	over	town.	This	was	the	proof	as	I	
had	stated	before	down	there	when	trying	to	reason	with	people	like	reverend	Kyles	
and	reverend	Lawson	and	reverend	Bell	and	these	people	and	trying	to	explain	tot	
hem	that		they	weren’t	representing	the	massive	negro	community.	The	massive	
negro	community	didn’t	want	to	get	involved	in	that	thing		as	a	strike.	They	wanted	
their	people	to	be	better	off	and	to	make	more	money	and	to	have	better	conditions	
certainly,	we	all	did	that.	But	they	weren’t	just	representing	the	masses	of	the	
people.			
	
Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	would,	you	answered	one	of	the	questions	I	was	going	to	ask	was	
how	much	during	the	strike	we	think	were	all	aware	of	the	Lobe	laundries	and	so	
forth	were	being	threatened	and	this.	Did	you	get	much	of	this	before,	or	during	the	
period	of	the	strike	as	the	tension	was	building	up	at	your	businesses	that	were	your	
branches	in	the	negro	community?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Very	little,	we	had	a	few	instances	that	customers	would	tell	us	that	
they	had	received	a	phone	call	not	to	buy	from	us	and	we	had	one	day	we	had	some	
youngsters	down	on	Florida	street	that	came	down	I	guess	about	30	or	35	and	they	
had	some	crudely	made	banners	and	stickers	and	things	and	they	paraded	up	and	



down	the	sidewalk	out	in	front	of	my	business,	singing	their	slogans	that	they	like,	
Jim	Crows	got	to	go,	down	with	whitey,	and	kill	whitey	and	this	sort	of	thing,	but	this	
was	rather	short‐lived.	Then,	somebody	came	by	and	called	them	in	a	little	huddle	
and	they	all	piled	into	cars	and	left.	I	don’t	know	whether	they	felt	like	they	were	
accomplishing	anything	or	not.	I	think	that	maybe	the	reason	that	I	have	been	firm	
in	my	thinking	and	I	expressed	myself	the	same	on	Florida	St.	the	same	as	I	do	here.	
I	have	tried	to	be	fair	in	my	thinking.	You	have	to	talk	to	yourself	every	now	and	
again	when	you	realize	you	have	a	boycott	on	and	people	are	working	awfully	hard	
to	put	you	out	of	business	where	you	really	make	your	livelihood	and	then	at	the	
same	time	you	are	trying	to	set	in	judgment	of	decisions	that		affect	those	people	
who	are	doing	it.	But	I	think	they	realized	that	my	position	was	that	I	am	in	favor	of	
a	lot	of	things	that	they	want.	I	am	in	favor	and	certainly	realize	and	know	we	have	
to	do	something	more	aggressive	in	housing	and	we	have	got	to	do	a	lot	of	things	
that	need	done.	I	think	that	the	company	relations	to	the	negro	community	of	course	
has	been	very	good	through	the	years.	The	company	I	seceded	to	form	Jared	Lumber	
company,	years	ago	they	were	the	only	building	supply	people	in	the	city	that	would	
finance	negro	churches.	They	had	a	long	term	financing	arrangement	that	this	was	
known	in	the	community.	Through	the	years	when	people	that	didn’t	know	
sometimes	in	some	places,	wouldn’t	get		the	right	measurements.	If	you	bought	a	
1,000	feet	of	something	that	the	average	laymen	wouldn’t	know	the	figure	and	they	
know	they	got	the	right	when	they	bought	it	form	that	company.	The	carry	over	
from	there	and	the	people	that	we	knew	in	the	community	probably	had	something	
to	do	with	me	not	having	any	other	problems.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Even	though	you	were,	were	there	any	other	councilmen	with	
businesses	in	the	negro	sections	of	town?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Not	in	the	negro	sections,	Mr.	James	had	Memphis	house	cleaning	
which	is	located	down	on	McLemore,	but	it	is	primarily	an	office	it	is	not	a	retail	
store.	They	have	a	service	company	out	of	there	and	of	course	by	far	the	majority	of	
his	employees	are	negros.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	But	he	didn’t	have	the	supplies	and	the	real	investment	of	capital	
that	you	had.	

Billy	Hyman‐	That	is	right	they	didn’t	have	the	inventory	problems	of	course	Mr.	
Phillip	Parel	had	this	problem	and	this	was	one	of	the		things	that	people	seemingly	
conducting	the	thing	had	very	little	logic.	Mr.	Parel	was	probably	the	first	full	
integrated	store	employee	wise	in	the	city.		I	mean	you	go	in	that	store	today	and	
compare	it	to	what	it	was	ten	years	ago,	the	rest	room	facilities,	the	lounges,	the	
working	conditions	the	employee	opportunities	had	just	been	drastically	changed	
and	here	was	a	man	who	had	been	criticized	by	some	elements	of	the	white	
community	for	doing	this,	and	then	when	you	come	up	to	a	racial	issue	I	would	say	
he	was	more	bitterly	criticized	during	eh	strike	than	anybody	was.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Why	don't	you	suppose	that	was?	



Billy	Hyman‐	Really	it	was	just	one	of	those	things	of	not	having	reason.	Lack	of	
reason	really.	Lack	of	thinking	things	out	and	trying	to	reason	the	consequences	out	
of	it.	Our	employees,	we	have	a	few	more	negro	employees	than	we	do	white	but	it	is	
pretty	well	balanced.	It	is	hard	to	find	people	in	our	industry	that	have	the	
experience	and	it	is	hard	to	find	those	that	will	assume	responsibility.	We	just	put	a	
young	man	down	on	Florida	street	in	a	superintendant’s	job	on	the	yard	that	had	
less	than	half	of	the	seniority	that	another	young	man	had	out	there	and	knew	less	
about	the	business	but	the	reason	the	other	man	didn’t	want	to	take	the	job	and	
assume	responsibility	is	that	he	didn’t	want	people	to	dislike	him.	This	was	some	of	
the	feeling	is	some	time	is	that	those	that	are	bosses	are	disliked.	This	is	just	some	
more	thinking	it	is	a	carryover	from	some	of	their	reasoning.			

Carolyn	Yellin‐	In	thinking	about	it	now	do	you	feel	that	you	are	able	to	interpret	
some	of	the	things	that	were	happening	better	than	some	of	the	other	councilmen	
because	of	this,	your	daily	contact	in	the	negro	community	with	your	business?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	I	don’t	know	that	we	really	I	could	say	I	was	able	to	interpret,	I	
might	be,	felt	like	that	I	maybe	could	think	a	little	of	their	thinking	and	their	
reasoning	but	I	think	this	was	probably	offset	by	the	fact	that	it	had	just	gotten	out	
of	the	normal	dealings	and	the	reactions	of	negro	people	in	their	daily	affairs.	We	
had	gotten	the	influence	of	Powell	for	a	labor	movement	was	in	the	story.		And	also	
probably	some	people	that	have	communistic	thinking	and	outlooks,	and	controls	
that	all	these	things	had	gotten	mixed	up	in	it	and	this	one	of	the	things	that	I	just	
didn’t	feel	like	I	was	capable	or	knowledgeable	to	cope	with	these	things.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	the	council	have	any	indications	of	real	communist	influence?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	I	don’t	think	so	but	I	think	that	everybody	is	aware	of	some	of	the	
people	involved,	Dr.	King	of	course	got	involved	in	it	there	much,	the	people	who	
had	communist	connections	here	or	someone	sent	me	an	article	just	this	past	week	
that	was	in	a	Rome	paper,	Rome	Italy,	just	recently	that	we	don’t	information	that	
we	don’t	get	here	that	the	FBI	was	real	concerned	now	with	the,	one	of	Dr.	King’s	
major	speech	writers	was	a	very	active	communist	and	the	mistakes	that	he	had	
made	in	this	final	speech,	the	speech	he	made	the	night	here	before	he	was	killed,	
when	you	play	that	thing	back,	you	know	that	he	didn’t	write	the	speech	because	he	
made	two	very	evident	blunders	in	it.		One	was	when	he	said	he	was	36	years	old	
and	of	course	he	was	39,	and	another	one	was	when	he	said	that	the	demonstrations	
we	have	had	this	week	in	Alabama	and	this	was	not	the	case.	Then	the	question	now	
is,	that	has	arisen	according	tot	eh	Rome	paper,	is	that	normally	he	would	discuss	
these	speeches	beforehand	and	talking	about	the	rest	of	the	speech	talking	about	he	
had	reached	the	mountaintop.	If	he	didn’t	discuss	this	speech	then	whoever	wrote	it	
,	must	have	had	some	feeling	of	his	impending	death	because	the	speech	inferred	
that	he	had	some	feeling	of	it.	And	if	he	had	discussed	it	then	these	two	mistakes	
would	have	been	corrected.	So	this	is…	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	he	read	the	speech?	



Billy	Hyman‐	He	both	read	it,	he	followed	his	notes	and	made	the	speech	and	quite	a	
bit	of	it	he	read.	So	this	is		real	question	now,	if	somebody,	of	course	the	Rome	
papers,	and	you	know	newspapers	tend	to	make	news	but	there	contention	is	that	
this	is	probably	a	conspiracy	of	either	the	combination	of	the	black	power	
movement	or	the	communist	movement	that	felt	like	he	had	used	his	usefulness.	
This	is	some	serious	questions.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	mean	you	think	he	knew	that	his	death	was	coming?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well,	the	people	that	have	analyzed	that	speech	seem	to	think	so.	On	
the	other	hand	the	people	who	seem	to	think	so	don’t	think	he	wrote	the	speech	in	
the	first	place,	so	the	people	that	wrote	the	speech	figured	that	his	death	was	
coming.	This	was	the	implication	that	the	Rome	papers	have	said	in	these	articles,	
that	they	felt	like	the	people	that	wrote	the	speech	knew	about	the	situation	than	he	
did	because	if	he	had	studied	the	speech	and	gone	over	it	with	them	before	the	
speech	was	made	he	would	have	corrected	the	two	evident	errors.	So	this	is	the	
thing	that	we,	there	is	an	awful	lot	of	mystery	that	I	am	afraid	that	all	of	us	are	on	
our	way	out.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Did	he	normally	read	speeches	or	did	he	normally…	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	don’t	know,	I	just	really	don’t	know,	I	think	he	from	what	I	had	seen	
short	sketches	of	speeches	and	all	I	had	seen	was	on	television	and	usually	they	just	
play	the	high	lights	that	maybe	he	would	refer	to	notes	but	I	think	he	probably	
referred	to	notes	a	great	deal.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Incidentally,	I	haven’t	mentioned	this	but	do	you	have	a	copy	of	that	
Rome	paper	because	one	of	the	things	our	committee	is	doing	is	collecting	all	the	
clippings	including	from	foreign	papers…	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	have	a	photo	static	copy	of	this	particular	article	I	was	referring	to	
and	I	would	be	glad	to	give	it	to	you.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	was	going	to	get	to	that	later	but	for	the	archives	at	Memphis	state	
we	are	collecting	all	this	sort	of	material,	just	everything	we	can	that	surrounds	this	
and	this	sounds	like	it	would	be	something	very	interesting	for	us	to	have	on	file	and	
to	have	in	our	collection.	

Wilson	Beyer	Jr.‐	Were	there	any	others	that	you	suspected	of	even	being	
communist	or…	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	I	don’t	know	whether	you	have	to	be	a	communist	to	be,	oh	I	
don’t	know	how	you	would	express	it	but	to	be	a	citizen	and	yet	have	no	direction	
you	might	say	in	this	thing,	You	know	I	feel	like	there	was	probably	a	good	bit	of	
problems	caused	by	the	people	who	are	in	this	thing	and	you	never	know	who	is	
really	behind	them.		People	like	the	group	of	young	men	that	call	themselves	the	
invaders.	I	don’t	know,	these	are	a	group	of	frustrated	young	men	that	some	of	them	
re	real	smart.	But	they	have	managed	evidently	to	survive	this	long	without	any	



visible	proof	of	labor.	They	managed	to	stay	in	college	with	somebody’s	financial	
support	and	you	have	got	people	like	this	that	we	were	told	that	instigated	the	
problem	in	Dr.	King’s		first	march.	Various	witnesses	have	stated	that	when	this	
march	was	underway	these	people	were	not	just	this	group	but	a	good	many	that	
had	been	brought	into	town	and	a	good	many	that	were	in	town,	you	going	to	
always	have	a	group	of	young	folks	looking	for	trouble	and	looking	for	something	for	
nothing	but	they	had	stationed	themselves	along	the	route	on	Beale	and	South	Main	
that	when	the	window	breaking	started	they	did	most	of	it	and	they	did	most	of	the	
looting	it	wasn’t	the	people	that	was	really	in	the	march	that	a	lot	of	it	was	people	
along	the	byways	of	the	march	and	I	think	this	is	some	of	the	groups	of	that	
you…various	people	have	been	embittered	by	certain	instances	in	the	past	and	it	is	
hard	to	really	tell	what	really	motivates	people	to	do	things.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Wit	this	do	you	have	any	knowledge	or	whether	Dr.	King	knew	about	
this	or	that	this	was	going	to	happen,	it	would	have	been	to	his	disadvantage	for	this	
to		happen.	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	would	think	that	he	was	totally	unaware	of	it.	I	don’t	believe,	I	think	
this	is	evident	by	his	fast	take	off	that	if	he	had	thought	some	thing	like	this	was	
going	to	develop	he	would	have	never	led	it	in	the	first	place	because	when	it	started	
he	immediately	removed	himself	form	the	scene.		
	
Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	think	that	was	a	wise	move	on	his	part?	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	do	yes	maam.	I	think	maybe	he	probably	lost	face	so	to	speak	with	
some	of	the	negro	community	because	I	heard	several	criticisms	about	him	running	
out.		But	I	think	he	made	a	very	practical	decision.			

Carolyn	Yellin‐	We	have	had	some	of	the	people,	or	some	of	the	reports	in	talking	we	
have	heard	that	there	were	criticisms	that	he	stayed	at	the	Rivermont	which	was	
one	of	the	reasons	he	felt	like	he	had	to	go	back	to	the	Lorraine	the	next	time	he	
came,	that	he	had	been	criticized	for	staying	at	such	an	expensive	motel.	

Billy	Hyman‐	This	is	one	of	the	things	that	has	bothered	a	lot	of	people,	this	same	
thing	happened	as	you	know	in	Washington	recently	at	the	poor	people’s	march.	
Most	of	the	leaders	were	staying	in		some	pretty	swank	hotels	and	motels	and	I	
think	you	find	this	a	great	extent	in	a	lot	of	places	and	this	is	one	of	the	criticisms	
that	people	have	had	of	these	so	called	leaders.	And	really	they	are	not	I	heard	
criticisms	and	I	don’t	even	know	whether	it	was	so	or	not,	Reverend	Billy	Kyles,	I	
believe	Dr.	King	was	supposed	to	eat	dinner	at	his	house	and	I	was	told	by	someone	
during	this	occasion	that	all	this	was	going	on	that	reverend	Kyles	had	recently	
bought	that	house	out	there	for	$55,000.	Well	I	understand	he	has	a	very	small	
church	with	a	very	small	congregation,	I	am	sure	th4ere	average	income	and	giving	
is	not	too	great,	I	belong	to	a	church	of	about	1,000	active	members	and	about	1,300	
on	the	road	and	our	pastors	paid	an	average	above	that	church	and	this	is	several	
times	larger	than	I	understand	reverend	Kyles	church	and	he	can’t	afford	a	$55,000	
house.	He	managed	to	make	a	down	payment	and	have	a	30	year	mortgage	on	a	little	



house	out	here.	These	are	the	things	that	the	negro	community	and	the	white	
community	both	asked	questions	about	.	Of	course,	as	long	as	these	people	can	keep	
themselves	sin	the	leadership	range	well	then	this	is	kind	of	gets	back	to	the	old	
pitch	game	that	it	is	just	another	way	to	make	a	buck	for	some	people.		

Carolyn	Yellin‐	You	think	there	was	much	of	that	involved	in	Martin	Luther	King’s,	in	
his	organization	and		his	travels	and	so	forth,	or	did	you	feel	somewhere	at	the	time?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Well	of	course	Dr.	King	was	to	me	an	awful	hard	man	to	analyze	
because	he	tried	so	hard	to	put	on	the	nonviolent	front	yet	death	followed	him	in	a	
few	hours	everywhere	he	went	and	put	on	a	major	campaign	there	was	death	to	
follow	him,	whether	it	being	Chicago	or	Alabama,	Birmingham	wherever,	
Montgomery	or	wherever	it	was.			

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Do	you	mean	that	his	followers,	he	incited	his	followers?	

Billy	Hyman‐	I	would	say	that	his	whole	movement	incited	strife	even	though	it	was	
leaned	so	strongly	and		he	tried	to	say	so	much	that	it	was	nonviolent.	You	know	you	
can	say	in	a	very	nonviolent	way	that	if	you	don’t	do	something	I	will	burn	your	
house	down	and	just	make	it	so	pleasing,	this	was	just	not,	the	record	didn’t	show	
that	and	all	we	have	to	go	on	is	the	record	and	what	happened	behind	his	trail.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	When	you	say	death…	

Billy	Hyman‐	You	can	say	you	have	an	automobile	that	is	dustproof	but	when	it	goes	
down	a	road	and	you	can’t	see	across	the	road	behind	it	for	the	dust,	well	really	you	
have	to	decide	if	it	is	a	real	dust	proof	automobile	or	not?	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	And	you	had,	when	you	heard	Martin	Luther	King	was	coming	to	
Memphis,	I	would	say	then	that	your	apprehension	about	the	situation	was	
increased	then?	

Billy	Hyman‐	Not	much	because	I	really	felt	like	maybe	I	had	been	loved	in	some	
way,	but	I	felt	like	that	we	just	had	relations	in	our	town	and	we	hadn’t	had	this	
strife	and	trouble	and	we	had	made	such	strides	in	integration	from	the	beginning,	
the	schools,	the	restaurants,	the	stores,	the	factories,	the	employment	and	we	had	
made	such	police	departments	and	everything	so	I	just	didn’t	feel	like	that	his	
coming	here	would	have	that	effect	on	our	community	that	it	had	on	other	
communities.		And	I	really	don’t	believe	that	it	would	have	had	we	not	had	some	of	
the	troubled	elements	that	caused	the	problems	in	the	first	march	and	it	is	hard	to	
decide	where	these	problems	started.	As	I	said	a	while	ago	these	union	people	had	
an	awful	lot	at	stake.	You	can	look	back	at	the	history	of	some	of	those	organizings	
and	there	has	been	violence	on	the	waterfronts	and	on	the	mines	and	on	the	truck	
lines,	violence	involving	death	for	a	whole	lot	less	money	involved	in	the	strike	in	
the	city	of	Memphis.	You	can	look	at	the	railroad	strike	they	had	down	in	Florida	
several	years	ago,	the	truck	line	strike	that	they	have	had	in	Florida	for	the	last	year	
or	two	where	the	people		got	shot	on	the	highways	killed	driving	trucks	and	with	a	
lot	smaller	union	and	a	lot	less	involved	in	that	was	in	our	union	here.	It	is	hard	to	



put	your	finger	on	it	you	can’t	really	prove	who	caused	the	problems	and	the	
troubles.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	Are	we	coming	about	to	the	end	of	the	tape?	

Wilson	Beyer	Jr.‐	I	think	we	still	have	jut	a	little	left	I	am	trying	to	watch	it.	

Carolyn	Yellin‐	I	am	always	afraid	we	will	run	out	why	don’t	we	stop	and…(Tape	
End)	


