
WE CAN WIN . . . 

 . . . IF YOU VOTE! 

Russell B. Sugarmon, Jr.: Commissioner of Public Works 

Ben L. Hooks: Juvenile Court Judge 

Henry C. Bunton: Board of Education; Position No. 3 

Roy Love: Board of Education; Position No. 2 

ELECT THE VOLUNTEER CANDIDATES 

 

The Negro’s Position In The August Election: by GEORGE W. LEE. 

I. A whispering campaign has been instituted to the effect that the colored candidates will be financed 

by the National Office of the N. A. A. C. P. This is as far from the truth as the two Poles. The Finance 

Committee will solicit funds from the local citizens - most of it will come from Negroes of extremely 

modest means, whom investments of this sort mean genuine giving up for the common purpose or 

providing the material out of which a democratic way of life may come into being . . . a kindly yet 

vigorous life against which the marshaled forces of communism cannot prevail. 

II. In this campaign, the question is being asked, here and there—”What does the Negro want?” Well 

that is simple. He wants participation in government and not paternalism with a handout; he wants to 

join the community and be a part of the community’s institutions; accept his share of the community 

load and fight to reduce provocations without destroying the essential elements of progress; he wants 

to work with white people with a self-dedication to maintain the bonds of brotherhood and love; he 

wants to compete with them only as individuals and not as a group in our society; he wants the right to 

live; to work; to build a home; to educate his children; to increase their chances of success in a highly 

competitive environment; and to be promoted on his job. He isn’t asking for any special treatment, any 

special laws, or any special sections of the town in which to live. 

III. He has been asked if only colored candidates will be considered by him, and he answers - - “It doesn’t 

matter from the viewpoint which is uppermost, colored or white; but it matters to the very bottom of 

life whether the individual elected will keep the trend of the Negro’s hope toward freedom and equality 

moving in the right direction. 

IV. The issues of this campaign are not between the colored and the white race; but rather between 

justice and injustice—govern by machine or government by law. If any of the Negro candidates win, it 

will not necessarily be a victory for the Negroes of Memphis, but it will be a victory for thousands of 

white people who are modern in their racial thinking. It will be a victory over the type of politician who 

uses the racial argument to arouse prejudice and passion in order to gain support for his political 

ambitions. It will prove that these outmoded ideas do not set well with the great majority of voters 

anymore. 

V. In his election, the Negro’s self-respect is a stake. He cannot stand by and see the power of 55,000 

voters nullified because the white candidates are afraid to give recognition to that vote. The Negro 



represents a protest voice. A protest against injustice. If he accepts injustices without protest, he will 

destroy his own sense of dignity. Therefore, the Negro shall not surrender to what is expedient, but will 

take a courageous stand for what is right. 

VI. He has been asked, “Why colored candidates at all?” Since the Supreme Court has already 

established the legal rights of colored citizens, henceforth, it is not a question of establishing them, but 

exercising them, and this accomplishment has to depend less and less on the white leaders and more 

and more on the colored leaders. A white friend in position of authority will always be valuable of 

course, but he will be far less valuable that a wise leader of the Negro’s own race. 

GEORGE W. LEE, Chairman of Steering Committee of the Volunteer Ticket; A. MACEO WALKER, Co-

Chairman; A. W. WILLIS, JR., Secretary; JESSE TURNER, Treasurer; B. G. OLIVE, Chairman Finance 

Committee 

What the Volunteer Candidates Stand For: 

RUSSELL B. SUGARMON Jr., Commissioner of Public Works 

1. Hiring and Upgrading on the Basis of Merit and without regard to Race, Creed or Color. 

2. Admission to All Licensed Trades, including the Plumbing and Electrical Trades, by Fair Examinations 

impartially administered. 

3. I Also Favor: 

A. An ADA Division of School Funds. 

B. Higher Pay for Teachers and other City Employees. 

C. Elimination of Police Brutality. 

D. Improved Services and Facilities in the City of Memphis Hospitals. 

E. Annexation of Walker Homes and other areas adjacent to Memphis. 

BEN L. HOOKS, Juvenile Court Judge 

1. EQUAL JUSTICE TO ALL. 

2. SPEEDY INVESTIGATION OF ALL CASES. 

PROMPT NOTICE TO PARENTS CONCERNING CHILDREN APPREHENDED. 

4. PROMPT HEARINGS CONSISTENT WITH GOOD JUDICIAL PRACTICE. 

5. AID IN ESTABLISHING TRAINING SCHOOL IN SHELBY COUNTY. 

HENRY BUNTON - ROY LOVE, Board of Education 

1. Initiate Immediate Plans to Comply with the 1954 Supreme Court Decision on Segregation. 

2. Adopt Objective Standards in the Hiring of Teachers. 

3. ADA Division of School Funds. 



4. Consolidation of City and County School Districts. 

5. Elimination of Frills and Emphasis on Fundamentals of Education 

6. Implementation of the Peabody Report. 

“The Negro Has A Love Affair With Destiny" 

 

Don't be Fooled By Rumors And False Reports!    

Negro Candidates WILL Win If YOU Vote For Them! 

They Can Only Be Defeated If Negroes Do Not Vote! 

Negroes In Office Will Create A Better Climate! 

Don't Listen To 'Uncle Tom's,' Vote The Volunteer Ticket! 

VOLUNTEER HEADQUARTERS 

390 Beale Street; Phone J A 5-2676 


