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Interviewer: Okay, I’m going to start off by asking some demographic 

questions.  May I ask your name? 

 

Interviewee: My name is Horace Whiting. 

 

Interviewer: If you don’t mind may I ask your name – I mean your age? 

 

Interviewee: I’m 59 and some days have been 60.  30th of this month I’ll be 60. 

 

Interviewer: Do you have any children? 

 

Interviewee: Yes, I do. 

 

Interviewer: How many and what are their ages? 

 

Interviewee: I have two boys.  They are months apart.  One is – they are 30.  

Toe, you’re 39 is in?  I be forgetting.  I’m an old man.  I have two 

daughters.  One 37 and the youngest is 21.  The two boys are, like I 

said, months apart.  One born in June, one born in October. 

 

Interviewer: All right.  How long did you live in CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Approximately we stayed there over 30-some years.  I know it was 

30-some years.  Passed 35 years I know.  

 

Interviewer: What year did you say you moved in? 

 

Interviewee: 1954. 

 

Interviewer: 1954?  How did you come to live in CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Well I’m not quite sure but my mother wasn’t – intention was to 

buy a home and to move there temporarily when things didn’t 

work that way.  So we ended up staying. 

 

Interviewer: All right.  Who lived in CleabornHomes Apartment with you? 

 

Interviewee: Me and my siblings, my mother and father.  Will you turn that 

down?  I turn it down.  I got you.  My father, my mother and my 

siblings.  It was 11 – it was a total of 11 boys and 5 girls. 

 

Interviewer: Wow.  That’s a big family.  

 

Interviewee: Right.  We had a football team and a cheerleading squad. 

 

[Laughter] 
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Interviewer: What was it like when you first moved into CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Well it was – I was a youngster like I said.  Age of five I was sent 

to Michigan to live with my uncle and aunt to give my people a 

little break because my family being so large.  My dad, he was a 

common laborer.  It’s just – it was a help.  So I went to stay at my 

uncle and aunt in Flint, Michigan until I started through school.  I 

was sent back home and I started grade school because I went to 

kindergarten there.  I started grade school at Porter Junior High.  It 

was Porter at the time and it went through 1 through 9 if I’m 

correct until I went in to the 5th grade.  That’s when we moved 

from Porter to Georgia.  That’s when they opened Georgia 

Avenue.  We was divided and sent to Georgia.  Georgia went 

through 1 through 6 and Porter went 6 through 9 and you left 

Porter and then you went to Booker Washington.  You know? 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  So when you first moved into CleabornHomes how did you 

feel about living there? 

 

Interviewee: It was great then because it’s a large families.  Everybody got 

along together.  Everybody was just – tried to be there for one 

another because it was big families. 

 

Interviewer: How would you say CleabornHomes changed while you lived 

there? 

 

Interviewee: Well it changed tremendously as the years went by because the 

people changed.  The people change and they had the rules and 

regulations change because they used to have inspectors come 

around once a month and inspect your apartment and whatnot.  

You had to have it up to a certain standing to pass and whatnot.  

Everybody tried to have their yards and whatnot neat and 

fashionable, keep everything in order.  One family see another 

family not doing so swell the neighborhood came in to their aid 

and whatnot.  But as the years change like I said people change.  It 

got people start to move in they didn’t give a damn about the area 

and whatnot and things just starts going downhill.  They didn’t 

keep the yards up to par or nothing because nobody coming around 

inspect it to kind of give them the extra nudge and whatnot. 

 

Interviewer: So would you say that when these people stopped caring the 

physical conditions of the buildings as well did they deteriorate as 

well? 
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Interviewee: No.  That’s one thing about the CleabornHomes.  They were pretty 

well built. 

 

Interviewer: Kept up. 

 

Interviewee: They held.  They stood the test of time.  They stood the test of 

time. 

 

Interviewer: Were there overall changes in the neighborhood that you noticed? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: Such as like schools or businesses closing or – 

 

Interviewee: Well when I got grown I say around 20, when I got in my 20s a lot 

of the old, old businesses left, mom and pop ran.  Because as a boy 

everybody’s job was on Saturdays.  You go to the grocery store 

which was Robinson Grocery Store up on Vance and you haul 

people’s grocery, hauling home to your wagon and whatnot.  You 

get your quarter or $0.15, whatever it was to take people’s 

groceries home for them.  You made your extra money or you 

went to the cotton field.  They had busses that used to come 

through and pick up – they’d pick you up and take you to the 

cotton field where you can chop cotton or pick cotton.  It was so – 

it was a lot of fun.  Coming up but then like I said it changed.  

Once it changed different people random people came in and 

whatnot.  Folks stopped caring and sharing and it went all to hell. 

 

Interviewer: So were you employed – so were you ever employed while you 

lived in CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Yes.  I was.  I was employed.  I was employed.  We all worked – 

we was taught to work and we had to work in order to have things 

that my parents wasn’t able to afford.  They was able to put a roof 

over our head and some in our stomach and some on our back but 

if we wanted something other than what they could provide for us 

you had to get out and find you a job.  I started working at – like I 

said I went to cotton fields and chopped cotton, picked cotton.  I 

grew – I started shaving by 11 so I could look older so I could go 

catch the cotton field bus and go to work.  Plus you had to – 

 

Interviewer: What was the age requirement for that? 

 

Interviewee: 14. 

 

Interviewer: 14? 
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Interviewee: 14, around 14 years of age.   

 

Interviewer: So you started at age 11? 

 

Interviewee: Yes.  Yes, going to cotton field.  When I stopped going to cotton 

field I was I guess around 14.  I started working at restaurants 

doing busboy, dishwasher whatever. 

 

Interviewer: Whatever? 

 

Interviewee: Where I could make some money so I didn’t have to wait on my 

brother to outgrow his shoes or coat so I could get it.  Maybe I 

could get my own.  My parents – one thing about my parents was 

our parents they didn’t take our money like a lot of the other kids’ 

parents took their money and distributed to them and give them 

what they wanted out of their money.  Our parents taught us to take 

that money and utilize it for the things that we wanted outside of 

what they could provide and try to have the best of whatever we 

did get.  Started a little bank account and whatnot.  Tried to give us 

some kind of foundation. 

 

Interviewer: Great.  So a lot of these jobs that you mention were they full time 

or were they part time? 

 

Interviewee: They was part time because I had to go to school.  I had school. 

 

Interviewer: How did you travel to work every day? 

 

Interviewee: By the bus.  Someone had a ride and everybody just ante up and – 

 

Interviewer: So how did you balance your job and taking care of household 

responsibilities? 

 

Interviewee: Pretty much so if you didn’t work or nothing around the house you 

got to – 

 

Interviewer: Take it.  You got to clean up the house? 

 

Interviewee: Right.  But when you wasn’t you chunked in and helped out. 

 

Interviewer: All right.  Did living in CleabornHomes ever feel like a living 

community to you? 

 

Interviewee: I don’t know. 
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Interviewer: Did living in CleabornHomes ever feel like a community to you? 

 

Interviewee: Yes, it did.  Like I explained from the beginning everyone was like 

one big family.  You knew all of the big families.  Everybody 

knew everybody and when there’s a problem everybody knew.  

You couldn’t do nothing wrong as kids would do and not be at 

home and the neighbors seen you because they had the authority to 

take charge in handling you just like it was mom or dad.  They 

caught you out of order, out of line they was able to deal with you.  

Then when you got home you got dealt with again. 

 

Interviewer: You’d get it again.  Right. 

 

Interviewee: So as time went on though that became a no-no because you 

started having a lot of teenage parents and they didn’t really know 

anything about parenting because they was still kids with kids.  So 

their understanding about how to deal with those situations was 

totally different.  “You can’t hit my kid and put your hands on my 

kid and my kid is always right regardless whether you’ve done 

heard the fool story or not.”  

 

Interviewer: So would you say when you were growing up there was a sharing 

of the responsibility of taking care of the children amongst the 

people but as the newer generation came up that responsibility kind 

of went away and – 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, it’s none and full. 

 

Interviewer: - like you said you couldn’t discipline someone else’s kid because 

they didn’t want you disciplining their children? 

 

Interviewee: Right. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  All right.   

 

Interviewee: Because in the early day, like I said, anybody, any adult had the 

authority to deal with you if you was out of order. 

 

Interviewer: Were there any neighborhood traditions? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah.  Like I say, we would gather on occasions, holidays and 

whatnot.  Everybody would get together and whatnot.  Like a lot of 

the fathers, the ones that had trucks or whatnot, would gather all 

the kids up on the weekend and what you would call hayride.  

Everybody would gather in and they’d ride you around and you all 

just – it fun.  It was just fun.  Everybody look for that.  It came 
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Christmas time the street, St. Paul – the Street St. Paul was known 

to – for the skaters, where you bought roller skates.  If you 

couldn’t skate you couldn’t come on St. Paul.  You would get ran 

off.  So you learn how to skate.  That’s just the thing. Everybody 

up and they got their new skates or their little bikes and it’s 

jamming. 

 

Interviewer: Who would you say were the people that you trusted? 

 

Interviewee: Just all my neighbors.  

 

Interviewer: All your neighbors? 

 

Interviewee: All my neighbors because it was an unspoken law about certain 

things, like I said.  If there’s a need seen it wasn’t – you didn’t 

have to say, “I need this.”  It was done.  When this come – oh, 

child.  We saw it.  Yeah, see like if – like our family I used to get 

angry sometimes because some of my friends they knew when it 

was dinner time.  We already got a table full but if a person was 

hungry they was going to get fed.  Somebody just get shorted some 

but they was – they weren’t going to be hungry.   

 

Interviewer: So would you say were there – so people in the CleabornHomes 

shared goods without the use of money and stuff? 

 

Interviewee: Right. 

 

Interviewer: If someone needed food they would be fed? 

 

Interviewee: They got it.  That’s right.  Somebody going to come to their aid or 

rescue.  Everybody.  They would swap like the fathers would tell 

another father, “I know where some work is and we can go and do 

that .” 

 

Interviewer: Make a little money? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, extra.  They would go hunting and whatnot and do and you 

have extra they share or whatnot. 

 

Interviewer: So did you ever rely upon people in the CleabornHomes for 

support? 

 

Interviewee: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: What kind of support did people offer you?  Was it emotional 

support? 
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Interviewee: Emotional.  Emotional however.  Whatever was needed.  You 

could _____ _____. 

 

Interviewer: Was there ever any financial support? 

 

Interviewee: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: Just whatever, anything you needed people would come to your 

aid? 

 

Interviewee: Just whatever we needed, yeah.  There’s a bond.  Like I said, 

unspoken, unwritten bond that was there. 

 

Interviewer: Right, okay.  How did you get your community’s news or gossip? 

 

Interviewee: Going through the neighborhood. 

 

Interviewer: Just going through the neighborhood? 

 

Interviewee: Right.   

 

Interviewer: Did you and your family feel safe living at CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Very much so. 

 

Interviewer: Very safe?   

 

Interviewee: Right. 

 

Interviewer: So you’ve discussed when you were young you played.  You roller 

skated and you went on hayrides.  Were there any other activities 

that you did when you were younger? 

 

Interviewee: I’d go fishing sometimes. 

 

Interviewer: I heard a lot of people just talk about the pool.  Was that a hang 

out? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, that’s right.  You had – they had some built right in the – 

they had two inside the projects which we called spray pools.  It’s 

concrete pool with water coming up out the middle locating.  Then 

they had L.E. Brown which is still there.  That was the one – 

 

[Crosstalk] 
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Interviewer: Yeah, we saw that coming here. 

 

Interviewee: That’s the main pool there. 

 

Interviewer: Was that the – that was a spot, the hangout? 

 

Interviewee: That was a spot. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, I’ve heard from a lot of people that we’ve interviewed and 

talked about the pool. 

 

Interviewee: Today they still go. 

 

Interviewer: Oh really? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, the kids. 

 

Interviewer: That’s great.   

 

Interviewee: They don’t have as much fun as we did with – they go. 

 

Interviewer: What did you like best about living in CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Like I said, it was a tradition and a closeness that I – 

 

Interviewer: Yeah, you were just comfortable there and you knew everyone and 

everyone’s really close. 

 

Interviewee: Yeah.  I couldn’t have want for no other neighborhood to come in 

and bother nobody.  CleabornHomes ride with the 

CleabornHomes.  You know? 

 

Interviewer: What would you say were some of the biggest challenges of living 

in CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Well, we didn’t get enough exposure.  We wasn’t – it was people 

there with knowledge and gifts of doing things but we didn’t have 

the – how do I say – the outlet to challenge that, to help more and 

do our own which could have because the guys used to get 

together, head into groups and get up on the lights at night and sing 

and do, have the talent shows and whatnot.  We could put on. 

 

Interviewer: But they just didn’t have the sources to be seen? 

 

Interviewee: To take it any further really.  Yeah. 
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Interviewer: Okay. 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, because you got – you had very talented people come out. 

 

Interviewer: So they just weren’t – people in CleabornHomes didn’t have 

connections to make it to better themselves. 

 

Interviewee: Right.  See, that’s like today.  The majority of our higher officials 

downtown there are from the CleabornHomes, Foote Homes and 

Le Moyne Gardens right today.  The families some – made it some 

didn’t.   

 

Interviewer: Who would you say were the leaders in the CleabornHomes 

community? 

 

Interviewee: Mostly your preachers. 

 

Interviewer: Preachers? 

 

Interviewee: Preachers. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  How successful were CleabornHomes in getting support 

from the Memphis Housing authority. 

 

Interviewee: It gave and took because I feel like they could assisted the people 

there more with offering them outlets helping them find sponsors 

or whatnot to challenge them because the original idea was for you 

to stay there only so long and move on.  It was supposed to be a 

stopping ground.  At that point then you move on to the – like in 

college.  You going to school.  The one grade going to another.  It 

didn’t work that way.  Some ended up staying longer. 

 

Interviewer: Did the Memphis Housing Authority ever help with home repairs 

or security? 

 

Interviewee: They pretty well came out and took care of things much but like in 

these past days it was wild.  It got wild.  I mean kind of 

treacherous like I say because it was more kids trying to raise kids.   

 

Interviewer: So do you feel like people ever came into your community and 

meddled without permission? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah, quite a bit.  It would cause a lot of uproar especially today.  

Today and time.  As kids you call turf and whatnot.  You from 

here.  You from over there.  You ain’t even supposed to be over 

here.  That kind of crap. 
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Interviewer: I’ve heard from other people that a lot of the violence and the 

crime that went on in the CleabornHomes wasn’t necessarily 

people from the CleabornHomes.  It might have been outsiders 

coming in. 

 

Interviewee: Outsiders, right. 

 

Interviewer: But the fact that it happened in CleabornHomes it labeled – 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Interviewee: It was stuck, right. 

 

Interviewer: - CleabornHomes as being a violent place where a lot of crimes 

occurred. 

 

Interviewee: Right.  Which that’s a bold-faced lie.  Like I say it came from 

outside. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  That’s what I’m saying.  That’s what I’ve heard people 

have said it wasn’t necessarily people from Cleaborn Homes.  It 

was from outsiders come – 

 

Interviewee: Right.  They had people that move from North Memphis to South 

Memphis and that then – that really didn’t go together but they 

tolerated.  It wouldn’t take much to set things off because they 

going to go things the way they want to do and Cleaborn Homes is 

going to be Cleaborn Homes.  They there.  They was there.  You 

from the outside.  So let’s get along.  It’s on. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel when you first learned about the plan to 

demolish the Cleaborn Homes? 

 

Interviewee: It kind of – I couldn’t vision it for awhile because they’ve been 

there and they’ve done numerous repairs because I know the first 

time they was renovating I was – I got a job helping.  From the 

spent – the money they spent in doing the renovation and turn 

around a few years later and demolish it didn’t make sense to me.  

Why would you?  Everything be planned five to ten years ahead 

anyway.  Somebody got a big kick.   

 

Interviewer: Would you say that you were – I mean you said you didn’t 

understand that and you couldn’t really envision it but would you 

say that you were – were you sad or were you excited about it or – 
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Interviewee: Yeah.  I had mixed feelings because I didn’t attend any of the 

meetings really but I have some family members who had attended 

it and they’d give us some feedback from what went on.  To vision 

them to put new homes there was good.  It’s a good idea.  But I 

don’t know.  Yeah, because people needed that.  It give people a 

little incentive.  They got something they like and says could be 

theirs. 

 

Interviewer: Did you feel as though you were giving enough information to 

move away from the CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Well see, I left on my own because I own my own home and 

everything.  I went through divorces and whatnot and I ended up 

here.  But – 

 

Interviewer: So you moved away prior to the demolition? 

 

Interviewee: Right.  Because I had my own home.  I married and – 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  Are you still in contact with people who lived in the 

CleabornHomes? 

 

Interviewee: Yes, I am.  Very much so even though we always – we be in touch 

with one another because like I say like family orientated.  People 

– 

 

Interviewer: How do you communicate with each other? 

 

Interviewee: By telephone or seeing them or whatnot. 

 

Interviewer: Do you still rely upon each other for support? 

 

Interviewee: To a degree.  Yeah. 

 

Interviewer: As far as like communicating with people from the 

CleabornHomes I’ve been told that they’re – once a month they 

still – they hold barbecues or cookouts. 

 

Interviewee: Right.  They have them quite regularly in L.E. Brown Park.  

Someone will throw a block party. 

 

Interviewer: Right.  Do you attend these? 

 

Interviewee: Sometimes. 
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Interviewer: Sometimes?  Right now I’m sure it’s pretty tough.  I’m sure it’s 

extremely hot. 

 

Interviewee: You know but – it’s hot and whatnot but it usually go off pretty 

good.  See, the younger generation is doing that, doing the most.  

One of the guys, a couple of guys they do crew lines.  We got it 

this month and we _____ whatnot.  We having one.  That’s what it 

be.  We work in a team. 

 

Interviewer: So it still kind of feels maybe kind of like a community even 

though everyone’s not living together.  You all still meet up once a 

month? 

 

Interviewee: Right.  Regular, meets up regular.  The guys meet up in the L.E. 

Brown and play dominoes and whatnot.  They still kicking.  They 

still around in the hood – they forever be.  Some had to move in 

the Footes home which is – it’s the shame because the Footes 

Homes it was always the Footes Homes and the Cleaborn Homes 

was the Cleaborn Homes.  There’s a difference of the way they 

blending there.  And by them and shutting down a lot of projects, 

not only Cleaborn Home but when they demolish Lamar Terrace 

they demolish so many other housing projects.  They had to put 

them somewhere so they shot them through to Cleaborn Home.  So 

north became south and south became north.  

 

Interviewer: Do you feel like – so did that cause any trouble? 

 

Interviewee: Yes, it did.  It caused quite a bit. 

 

Interviewer: So as people began – 

 

Interviewee: They’d mingle but they didn’t mingle. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  Okay.  Well that’s going to conclude our interview today.  I 

appreciate your time and thank you so much. 

 

[End of Audio] 


