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The Making of Identity 

 

“First say to yourself what you would be; and then do what you have to do.” 

--Epictetus, Roman slave & Stoic philosopher, ca. 55–ca. 135 

 

“Good writing is good manners.” 

--John Trimble 

 

From the organizations we choose to join to carefully constructed online profiles, we put on many different 

faces or identities each day.  This course asks you to consider how people use the forces of inclusion and 

exclusion to craft identities at various levels, from the personal to the global.  We will look at identity from 

historical and sociological perspectives, and we will evaluate mainstream and fringe groups and their 

interactions.  We will investigate a variety of different media as we work toward understanding how we 

construct our own identities and construe the identity of those around us. 

 

As with any 151 class, you will be required to think, read, and write critically and with a well-defined 

audience in mind, whether it be me, the class, or a person or group outside the class.  You will learn 

rhetorical terminology and approaches that will be of use to you in academic, professional, and public 

writing.  We will also spend a lot of time on the structure of sentences, essays, and arguments along with 

developing a thesis statement so that you will gain more confidence in and understanding of the writing 

process.  You will be required to complete a substantial revision of each of your essays in response to peer 

review, instructor comments, and your own insights into the writing process. 

 

In this course, you will learn how to: 

    * identify, evaluate, construct, and organize effective arguments; 

    * read critically; 

    * conduct library research and document sources; 

    * produce a clean, efficient style and adapt it to various rhetorical situations; 

    * edit and proofread your own and others' prose. 

 

TEXTS: 

 The Elements of Reasoning.  Corbett and Eberly.  2nd ed. 

 Rereading America.  Colombo, Cullen, and Lisle, eds.  7
th
 ed. 

 The Brief Penguin Handbook.  Faigley.  3
rd

 ed. 

 A Guide to Effective Paper Writing.  Finlayson. 

 

GRADES AND GRADING POLICY 

Participation:   10%   Essay 2 (4-6 pages)  20% 

Writing Notebook  25%   Essay 3 (8-10 pages)  30% 

Essay 1 (4-6 pages)  15% 

 

Participation I expect you to arrive in class with questions and comments about the assigned reading.  I will 

administer one quiz, over logical fallacies, and you will be required to lead discussion at some point in the 

semester.  Students will sign up in individually or in pairs and lead the first 15-20 minutes of discussion 

on  an article of their choice.  You will need to choose the reading and pass it out to your peers one class 
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prior to your discussion, so you will need to plan carefully.  I encourage you to pursue topics that are directly 

important to your own identity.  Your topic and article need to have enough depth to encourage discussion, 

and you will need to have questions prepared to help guide discussion 

 

Writing Notebook 

Your Writing Notebook will combine answers to questions I give you on the readings from The Elements of 

Reasoning and three free writing entries per week that will each take at least 30 minutes or one full page to 

complete (that is, one entry per class session excluding the day of turn-in).  I expect original work here, from 

musings on class discussions to discussion of your roommate.  Feel free to label any free-writing entries 

PERSONAL if you do not want me to read them.  I will willingly skip that entry. 

 

You do not have to type your questions and free-writes; however, I do expect legibility from handwritten 

Notebooks and answers that are complete enough that I do not need to refer to the question.  I will not grade 

you on grammar or spelling (though I will deduct points if you type your entries and do not spell check them 

before printing).  Rather, I will grade you on your creativity in responding to both the questions and free 

writes and on your promptness in turning the Notebook in.  You have one “get-out-of-turning-in-the-

notebook” free card to use at will; use it wisely.  I will not accept late notebooks, and you will get a zero for 

that turn-in. 

 

Essay 1  This essay will be a rhetorical analysis in which you employ rhetorical terminology to make an 

argument about a specific person’s identity based on interviews. 

 

Essay 2  This essay will be an evaluative letter addressing a current issue or ongoing concern upon which 

issues of identity hang. 

 

Essay 3  This essay will be more research-oriented and will ask you to make a proposal about a social 

problem or program.  It will again be a letter, but addressed to the person or organization that can effect the 

change you seek.   

 

Papers  All writing should be typed and proofread.  You should use Times New Roman as your font, size 12 

as your font size, and 1” margins.  MLA is the default style unless otherwise indicated.  You will need to turn 

in all essays in a folder.  Please see The Brief Penguin Handbook for explanations and examples of correct 

MLA usage.   

 The emphasis on this class is on the writing process rather than product.  Thus you will be required 

to turn in a good faith rough draft to me and your peers on Peer Review days; a good faith rough draft is your 

best effort to complete the assignment and should be at least 3 full pages in length. 

 Late papers  Your letter grade for the paper will drop 1/3 grade for each 24-hour period it is late.  

Failure to complete any major assignment, in fact, will result in failure of the course.  Because this course is 

process-oriented, failure to complete any part of the process will most likely result in failure of that 

assignment.  As with any course, do not discard any drafts, notes, papers, or research materials you produce 

during the semester until you receive a final grade. 

 

The Writing Center  A great place to go for some good one-on-one help with your writing at any stage of 

the writing process is the Writing Center, http://www.rhodes.edu/4680.asp.  It is located in Barret 122.  

Always take a clean copy and whatever assignment you are working on! 

 

Absences and Tardies Class participation obviously requires presence in class, and it is essential for the 

mastery of course materials so that writing assignments and examinations can be completed successfully.  

Frequent or prolonged absences will adversely affect your grade for the course.  You may miss up to three 

classes for any reason; after three absences, you grade will be adversely affected.  Missing six or more 

classes is grounds for failing the class.  Lateness hinders discussion.  After being late twice, each tardy 

will be counted as an absence. 

http://www.rhodes.edu/4680.asp
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Academic Honesty The bulk of the work of this course requires constant application of critical reading and 

writing skills.  Failure to document a source of any kind, whether or not intentional, constitutes plagiarism 

and must be handled by the Rhodes Honor Council.  For a quick reminder of how to recognize and avoid 

plagiarism, see the Rhodes Writing Center website: 

http://www.rhodes.edu/writingcenter.group_b/plagiarism.html 

 

GRADING STANDARDS 
 A: Exceptional.  Excellent in every way, in thought and execution.  Not just acceptable, not just 

good.  Excellent. 

 B: Good; better than average in both substance and style.  Clearly expressed and supported thesis, 

accurate and effective use of evidence, clear and inevitable structure, few errors in syntax or punctuation. 

 C: Average.  Clear argumentative thesis, reasonable support, some logical flaws, weak evidence, 

shaky structure, poor unity, loose coherence.  Numerous errors of syntax and punctuation. 

 D: Below average.  Thesis stated but weakly supported.  Poorly organized, unclear, with many 

grammatical errors.  More than one sentence-level error. 

 F: Extremely poor.  No thesis stated or no support for a stated thesis.  Many errors. 

 

Course Overview 

Essay 1 

Topic Proposal Monday, January 26 

Rough Draft Friday, February 6 

Final Draft Monday, February 16 

 

Essay 2 

Topic Proposal Wednesday, February 25 

Rough Draft Wednesday, March 11 

Final Draft Monday, March 30 

 

Essay 3 

Topic Proposal Monday, April 6 

Rough Draft Friday, April 17 

Final Draft Wednesday, April 29 
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Unit One:  Family and School  
  

Wednesday, January 14 
Introductions. 

Examine handouts and policies. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read “Looking for Work,” RA 26-31. 

*  Write a notebook entry about some aspect of your own identity, something to introduce you 

 to me. 

 

Friday, January 16 
Discuss reading assignment. 

Assign Essay One. 

 

Monday, January 19 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DAY.  No class. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read EOR Ch. 1, “Reasoning: Are You For It or Against It?”  Complete questions. 

* Read Visual Portfolio, RA 81-6. 

* Read “Intellectual Honesty,” GEPW 35-40. 

 

Wednesday, January 21 
Discuss reading assignment. 

 

Assignment:  
* Prepare Writing Notebook to turn in. 

* Read “It Takes a Family,” 88-98. 

 

Friday, January 23 
Collect Writing Notebooks. 

Discuss reading. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read Ch. 2, "Invention: Places, Paths, and Structures of Reasoning" EOR 21-48.  

 Answer questions. 

* Complete Topic Proposal. 

 

Monday, January 26 
Topic proposal for Essay One due. 

Evaluate topic proposals in class. 

What is an arguable rhetorical analysis? 

Discuss Chapter 2. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read “What Is Marriage?” RA 98-112 

* Bring BPH to class along with RA. 
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Wednesday, January 28 
Topic proposals returned. 

Explain essay writing and using BPH. 

Discuss reading. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read “From Report of the Massachusetts Board of Education, 1848,” RA 121-30. 

 

Friday, January 30 
Writing notebooks returned. 

Discuss reading, 

 

Assignment:  
* Read Ch. 3 “Conjectures: Places to Begin,” EOR 49-68.  Complete questions. 

* Prepare Writing Notebook to turn in (everything except Chapter 3 questions). 

 

Monday, February 2 
Collect Writing Notebooks. 

Discuss Chapter 3. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read “Against School,” RA 152-161. 

 

Wednesday, February 4 
Writing a “good faith” rough draft. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete rough draft of Essay One.  Use BPH as a resource for drafting.  

* Bring three copies of your rough draft to class on Wednesday. 

 

Friday, February 6 
Rough Draft of Essay One due. 

Peer Review. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete peer review assignment.  

* Read “The Achievement of Desire,” RA 193-206. 

 

Monday, February 9 
Peer reviews due. 

Writing Notebooks returned. 

Discuss reading. 

 

Assignment:  
* Compile 3-5 questions based on your Writing Notebook and my comments so far.  Be 

specific.  Bring them to class. 

 

Wednesday, February 11 
Collect Writing Notebooks. 

Rough Drafts returned. 

Writing effective sentences and sentence level errors. 

Q&A. 
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Assignment:  
* Read “Learning to Read,” RA 210-19. 

 

Friday, February 13 
Discuss reading. 

Q & A for EOR, RA, and Final Drafts. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete final draft of Essay One. 

 

Monday, February 16 
Final Drafts of Essay One due. 

Self-evaluation. 

Writing Notebooks returned and discussed. 

Introduction to Unit 2. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read “How the Americans Understand Equality of the Sexes,” 376-80. 

 

Unit Two:  Gender and Race 
 

Wednesday, February 18 
Essay Two and Topic Proposal assigned. 

Discuss reading. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read “The Story of My Body,” 393-402. 

 

Friday, February 20 
Discuss reading. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read Ch. 4, “Definitions: They Can Change Everything,” EOR 69-82.   

* Prepare Writing Notebook to turn in (except Ch. 4 questions). 

 

Monday, February 23 
Writing notebooks collected. 

Discuss Chapter 4. 

 

Assignment:  
* Reading TBA. 

* Finish Topic Proposals 

 

Wednesday, February 25 
Topic Proposals due. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Prepare Writing Notebook to turn in. 

* Reading TBA. 

 

Friday, February 27 



The Making of Identity 7 

Topic proposals returned. 

Writing notebooks returned. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read Ch. 5 “Causes and Consequences: A Sense of How the World Works,” EOR 83-94.  

* Reading TBA. 

 

Monday, March 2 
Discuss Chapter 5. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Read TBA. 

* Prepare Writing Notebook to turn in. 

 

Wednesday, March 4 
Writing notebooks due. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Friday, March 6 
 

Assignment:  
* Read Ch. 6 “Values: Judgments Grounded in Nature and Consequence,” EOR 95-110. 

 

Monday, March 9 

Discuss Chapter 6. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete rough draft of Essay Two.  Use BPH as a resource for drafting.  

* Bring three copies of your rough draft and sources to class on Wednesday. 

 

Wednesday, March 11 
Rough Draft of Essay Two due. 

Peer Review. 

 

Assignment:  
* Write peer review; e-mail one copy to me and the other to your peer by noon on Friday.  

   

Friday, March 13 
No class. 

 

Assignment:  
* Prepare Writing Notebook to turn in. 

* Reading TBA. 

 

Monday, March 16-Friday, March 20:  SPRING BREAK 
 

Monday, March 23 
Rough Drafts returned. 

Writing Notebooks collected. 
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Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  

* Reading TBA. 

 

Wednesday, March 25 
Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Bring 3-5 burning questions on a separate sheet of paper to class. 

   

Friday, March 27  
Q & A for EOR, RA, and Final Drafts. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete final draft of Essay Two. 

 

Monday, March 30 
Final Drafts due. 

Introduction to Unit 3. 

 

Unit Three: Citizens and Citizenship 
 

Monday, March 30 
Writing Notebooks returned. 

Essay 3 and Topic Proposal assigned. 

 

Assignment: 

* Read Ch. 7, “Procedures and Proposals: Actualizing the Potential for Change,” EOR 111-

120. 

 

Wednesday, April 1 
Discuss EOR chapter 7. 

 

Assignment:  
* Reading TBA. 

* Prepare Writing notebook to turn in. 

 

Friday, April 3 
Writing notebooks due. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete Topic Proposals. 

* Read Ch. 8 “Becoming a Citizen Critic: Where Rhetoric Meets the Road,” EOR 121-38.   

 

Monday, April 6 
Topic Proposals due. 

Writing Notebooks returned. 

Discuss EOR chapter 8. 
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Assignment: 

* Reading TBA. 

 

Wednesday, April 8 
Topic Proposals returned. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete Writing Notebooks for last turn-in!  Make sure you include all entries. 

* Read “Two Ways a Woman Can Get Hurt,” 417-43. 

 

Friday, April 10 
Writing Notebooks’ last stand. 

Visual rhetoric. 

 

Assignment:  
* Reading TBA. 

Monday, April 13 
Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Reading TBA 

Wednesday, April 15 
Writing notebooks returned. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete rough draft of Essay Three.  Use BPH as a resource for drafting.  

 * Bring three copies of your rough draft and sources to class on Friday. 

Friday, April 17 
Rough Drafts due. 

Peer Review. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete peer letter.  Bring TWO copies to class on Monday 

 * Reading TBA. 

Monday, April 20 
Student-led discussion 

 

Assignment:  

 * Reading TBA. 

Wednesday, April 22 
Rough Drafts returned. 

Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Reading TBA. 

 



The Making of Identity 10 

Friday, April 24 
Student-led discussion. 

 

Assignment:  
* Reading TBA. 

 

Monday, April 27 
Q&A for final essay. 

Evaluations. 

 

Assignment:  
* Complete Final Draft of Essay 3. 

 

Wednesday, April 29 
Final Drafts due. 

Peer Group Reviews due. 

 

 BEST OF LUCK WITH EXAMS!!  HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!! 

 

 

 


