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Anthropology 207:  Becoming Human: Archaeology and the Origins of Culture 
 
Instructor: Dr. Katherine Mickelson 
  Office: 105 Clough 
  e-mail: micklesonk@rhodes.edu or   kmicklsn@memphis.edu
  Office Hours: MW: 12:45-1:45 
 
Class Time: MWF 2:00-2:50 
 
Required Texts: 

1) Wenke, Robert.  Patterns in Prehistory, Oxford University Press. 
2) Fagan, Brian  Archaeology: A Brief Introduction 

 
Additional Readings will be given out in class.  
 
* Reading assignments are listed in the schedule below.  STUDENTS SHOULD BE FAMILIAR WITH 
THE ASSIGNED READINGS AND BE PREPARED TO ASK QUESTIONS OR PARTICIPATE IN 
DISCUSSIONS ON THE ASSIGNED DATE. 
 
Course Description:  
This course presents students with an intensive review of the development of complex societies in 
prehistory.  This course will be an introduction to the methods and theories of anthropological archaeology 
as well as a survey course of the origins of complexity of prehistoric societies. As such, this course is 
divided into three main sections: (1) review of archeological terms, topics, methods, and theories, (2) study 
of the origins of culture from 7 million years ago to the domestication of plants and animals (approximately 
10,000 years ago) and the subsequent increase in social complexity and,  (3) a detailed study of the origins 
of and changes in cultural complexity in several regions of the world, including, but not limited to 
southwest Asia, Mesoamerica, Egypt and South America.  
 
Class Structure: 
The course will be taught in both a seminar and lecture format.  The first two sections of the class (see 
above) will be lecture, question answer and discussion.  Regional area discussions will be lead by the 
students followed by lecture material.  
 
Course Requirements 
Exams I         100 
Exam II         100 
Exam III         100 
Term Paper        100 
In-Class Discussion Presentation       100 
Written Version of In-Class Assignment       50 
Class Participation and Attendance      100
         650 
 
Please refer to the attached guidelines for details on the term paper, leading class discussion and the written 
version of your in-class assignment. Class participation points are based on your participation in classes for 
which you are not leading discussion. Be prepared to discuss the readings and general theoretical issues that 
will be addressed. This means that you must attend class. Attendance will be monitored.   
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Tentative Course Schedule 
 

        Readings 
        F: Fagan 

           W: Wenke 
Dates   Topic       __________ 
 
PART I:  Fundamentals of Archaeological Method and Theory 
 
8/23       Introduction 
 
8/25   Reading Day     F: Ch.1-3 
         W: Ch. 1-2 
 
8/28    Introduction to Archaeology   F: Ch.1-3 
         W: Ch. 1-2 
 
8/30, 9/1   Archaeology and Archaeological Theory  F: Ch. 4, 9 
 
9/4   No Class—Labor Day 
 
9/6, 8   Archaeological Theory and Fundamentals of Arch. F: Ch. 6, 7, 8 
 
9/11   Dating Methods     F: Ch. 5 
   Regional Topics and Term Paper Topic due 
 
9/13, 15   Archaeological Methods     F: Ch. 10, 11, 12 
 
9/18   EXAM I   
 
 
PART II:  The Origins of Culture, Agriculture and Social Complexity 
 
9/20, 22                Hominids and Origins of Culture     W: Ch. 4 
 
9/25, 27   The First Americans    W: Ch. 5 
 
9/29, 10/2  The Origins of Agriculture    W: Ch. 6 
 
10/4, 6, 9  Origins of Complex Societies   F: Ch. 13 
         W: Ch. 7 
10/11   EXAM II 
 
10/13-16  NO CLASS-- FALL BREAK 
 
10/18, 20, 23  South West Asia     W: Ch. 8 
   STUDENT LED DISCUSSION ON 10/23 
 
10/25, 27, 30  The Old World     W: Ch. 12 
   STUDENT LED DISCUSSION ON 10/25 
 
11/1, 3, 6  Andean South America    W: Ch. 14 
   STUDENT LED DISCUSSION ON 11/1 
 
 



 

3 
 

11/8, 10, 13  Mesoamerica     W: Ch. 13 
   STUDENT LED DISCUSSION ON 11/8 
 
11/15, 17, 20  Egypt      W: Ch.9 
   STUDENT LED DISCUSSION ON 11/15 
  ****TERM PAPERS DUE 11/20 AT BEGINNING OF CLASS 
11/22, 24  Thanksgiving Holiday—No Class 
 
11/27, 29, 12/1  North America     W: Ch. 15 
   STUDENT LED DISCUSSION 12/1 
 
12/2, 4   Prehistory in Perspective    F: Ch 14 
         W: Ch.16 
 
Final Exam TBA 

 
 

In-Class Discussion and Writing Assignment 
The Basics: 
Each student will select one topic from the course outline (week 9 to the end of the semester) for which 
they will be responsible for a group class discussion. A maximum of four students per topic/week and there 
must be at least two students per topic. Students should be prepared to lead the class for at least one full 
class period.  Each student must also complete one written paper that compliments the in-class assignment. 
Be prepared to sign up for your topic by September 11! 
 
Part I: In-Class Assignment 
 
Responsibilities:  
1) Briefly introduce / summarize the area of study  (Please do not just reiterate the textbook, everyone 
should have already read the material). Where is the region located? What are the environmental aspects of 
the region?  What are the principle cultures/cities…?  
2)Critically evaluate the region in terms of it’s complexity (you may incorporate student participation 
during this portion if you like).   What are some of the prime movers towards complexity in the region? Did 
agriculture develop in the region and how did this affect the developing complexity of the region?  Is there 
evidence of monumental architecture, formal political organization?  How did the economic organization 
change with the increase complexity (if at all)? 
 
Although not required, you might want to consider using resources in addition to your textbook to develop 
your presentation.  This is your chance both as an individual and as a group to show your creativity, 
leadership and have fun with a class assignment. Try and involve the class as a whole.  If you have 
questions, do not hesitate to discuss them with me. 
 
Suggestions: 
*These are not mandatory requirements for your assignment but are simply some suggestions you may 
choose to incorporate. Feel free to be creative and experiment. If you are unsure of the merit of a particular 
approach discuss it with me ahead of time. 
 
- Provide a handout for your fellow students that includes cogent information, an outline of what you intend 
to cover, discussion questions, etc. 
 
- Discussion questions could revolve around particular points or questions you have about the region and its 
cultures. Just because you are responsible for leading the discussion does not mean you have to have all the 
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answers.  If discussion falters - address questions to particular members of the class (They will love you for 
it).  
 
- Develop an active learning exercise or incorporate flavors (e.g., art, music, food) associated with your 
topic. If you need particular equipment or supplies, you need to let me know at least two weekdays in 
advance. 
 
- You can also divide the class into groups/teams and ask them to collaborate on the exercise or a particular 
question.  Or, have the class divide into two or more teams and debate a concept or play a game where they 
must show what they have learned from your presentation(s). 
 
. Discussion topics can be general and/or specific. 
 
 
Part II: Written Assignment 
Each student must submit a written paper to compliment his or her presentation.  The written report is not 
meant to be collaborative in nature. If 2 students are responsible for leading a class discussion on the topic, 
each student should write their own unique report. If outside sources are cited a formal bibliography, 
formatted according to the guidelines for the term paper, must be included. Formatting of the report should 
also follow the general guidelines given for the term paper (standard size font, page numbers, title page, 
margins, double spaced etc.).  The length of this report should be no more than 4 typed pages (double 
spaced). Reports are due on the day that the student(s) leads the class discussion.  
 
 
Research Paper 
Content 
Research papers should address some topic related to the origins of complex societies (such as a theoretical 
perspective) OR an in-depth analysis of a particular culture, archaeological site or archaeologist who has 
studied complex societies. It is hoped that, through consultation with the instructor, each student will find a 
topic that is of particular relevance to his or her own interests. All topics must be formulated in 
consultation with the instructor and are due, in writing, on September 11.  
 
Mechanics/Appearance 
This paper should be 8-12 pages of typed text, double-spaced with 1-inch margins. Standard font type and 
size should be used (e.g., 12 point Helvetica, Courier, Geneva, Times). Papers must also include a cover 
page with your name, paper title, the course number and title, and the date. A separate bibliography or 
'references cited' page is also expected. All pages, except the cover page, must be numbered. Please staple 
your paper. 
 
Additional materials regarding the term paper will be presented in class. 
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