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Betsy Parkinson, a senior ma-

joring in chemistry at Rhodes Col-
lege, has been selected to receive a 
National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Graduate Fellowship. Fellows bene-
fit from a three-year annual stipend 
along with an allowance for tuition 
and fees at an institution of the fel-
low’s choice and a one-time interna-
tional travel allowance. Parkinson 
plans to graduate from Rhodes in 
May and attend The University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 
the fall. 

NSF Fellows are anticipated to 
become experts who can contribute 
significantly to research, teaching, 
and innovations in science and engi-
neering. Parkinson has a particular 
interest in chemical biology, specifi-
cally focusing on organic chemistry 
and its applications in biology. 

Considered criteria for the 
highly competitive NSF fellowship 
include the applicant’s proposed 
plan of research, description of pre-
vious research experience, academic 
record, Graduate Record Examina-
tion (GRE) scores, and the appro-
priateness of the chosen institution 
for graduate study relative to the 
proposed plan of research. 

Parkinson says she is thankful 
to those who helped her through the 

application process including Dr. 
Phil Potter of St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, and at Rhodes, 
Dr. Loretta Jackson-Hayes, Dr. 
Mauricio Cafiero, Dr. David Jeter, 
Dr. Mary Miller, and Dr. Judith 
Haas.  “Betsy Parkinson’s NSF fel-
lowship is a fantastic accomplish-
ment that exemplifies what we do 
in the sciences here at Rhodes Col-
lege,” says Miller. 

At Rhodes, Parkinson has par-
ticipated in the St. Jude Summer 
Plus Program where she worked in 
a molecular pharmacology lab at St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
helping to develop an agent that can 
reduce side effects of chemotherapy. 
Parkinson recently discussed her 
work at St. Jude at the American 
Chemical Society Conference held 
in San Francisco, Calif. 

Parkinson also has served as 
president of Rhodes’ chapter of the 
American Chemical Society, presi-
dent of Omicron Delta Kappa lead-
ership honor society, and a peer tu-
tor in the Department of Chemistry 
as well as a tutor at Springdale El-
ementary School. She is a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa and a 2008-2009 
Goldwater Scholar. 

Parkinson is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Parkinson of 
Greenville, Miss. 

Article courtesy of rhodes.edu
Rhodes will host the 2010 American Mock Trial Association National Championship Tournament April 16-18. 

Memphis will be only the fourth city to host the nationals which is open to the public. 
The mock trials will take place in the courtrooms at the Shelby County Courthouse and the Criminal Justice Com-

plex. Celebrity judges for the final round include Tennessee Chief Justice Janice Holder, Memphis Mayor AC Wharton, 
Jr., Federal District Chief Judge Jon McCalla, Federal District Judge Bernice Donald, and Memphis Criminal Court 
Judge Chris Craft.

Competing will be the best 48 college mock trial teams in the nation representing the following schools: Arizona State 
University, Boston University, Brown University, University of California at Irvine, University of California at Los Angeles, 
University of Cincinnati, Claremont McKenna College, Columbia University, Cornell College, Dickinson College, Duke 
University,  Eastern Michigan University, Furman University, University of Georgia, Gonzaga University, Harvard Uni-
versity, University of Iowa, Lafayette College, Lake Forest College, Loyola University at Chicago, Miami University, Uni-
versity of Michigan, Northwood University, University of Notre Dame, New York University, University of Pennsylvania, 
Princeton University, Rochester University, Rhodes College, St. Olaf College, Seton Hall University, University of Texas, 
Tufts University, University of Missouri at Kansas City, University of Wisconsin at Superior, Vanderbilt University, Univer-

Rhodes to host Mock Trial 
National Tournament

Senior receives 
NSF fellowship

Photo courtesy of Rhodes.edu

Parkinson in her milieu. Parkinson’s research interests 
include organic chemistry’s application in biology.



OpinionPage 2

Sou’wester
The

Wednesday, April 14, 2010

Editor-In-Chief
Anna Meyerrose

Layout Editor
Jake Groves

Opinion Editor
Rekha Blackerby

News Editor
NeNe Bafford

A&E Editor
Jasmine Gilstrap

Sports Editor
Andrew Mullins-Williams

Business Manager
Effie Du

How to Reach Our 
Authors and Us
As the official newspaper of Rho-

des College, The Sou’wester is produced 
entirely by students on staff. It functions 
independently of faculty and administra-
tion. The newspaper is published weekly 
throughout the fall and spring semesters, 
except during exam periods and breaks.

The Sou’wester is a member of the 
Student Media Board, a consortium that 
includes the editors of all student media 
outlets, class representatives, and at-large 
representatives from the student body.

All staff editorials published in The 
Sou’wester represent the majority opin-
ion of the Editorial Board composed 
of section editors and executive editors. 
Opinions expressed in opinion columns 
and letters-to-the-editor do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of The Sou’wester 
Editorial Board. Letters-to-the-editor 
are encouraged, but cannot exceed 350 
words; all letters must be signed and will 
be edited for clarity. 

Reaching The Sou’wester
Phone: (901) 843-3402

Fax: (901) 843-3409
E-mail: thesouwester@gmail.com

Address: Rhodes Box 3010
The Sou’wester

2000 North Parkway
Memphis, TN 38112-1690

Sou’wester
The

By Patrick Harris 
Staff Writer

 “He may be a son of a bitch, but he’s our son of a bitch.” Until 
last week the old saw applied well to Kurmanbek Bakiyev, the President 
of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan. Kyrgyzstan - a small, mountainous, former 
Soviet republic- is notable chiefly for serving as the host country for the 
Manas Transit Center, a key airfield routing American troops and supplies 
to Afghanistan. The importance of the airbase has led both the Bush and 
Obama administrations to tenderly court the Bakiyev government with of-
fers of aid, despite the unsavory and increasingly autocratic character of the 
regime. It was therefore understandable, if slightly distasteful, that stateside 
coverage of the uprising and riots which deposed Bakiyev last Wednesday 
tended to focus on the uncertain fate of the American military presence in 
Kyrgyzstan. The sight of Bakiyev’s security forces fleeing through the streets 

of Bishkek before the wrath of stone-throwing mobs served as an excellent 
object lesson of the potential pitfalls of cultivating dictatorships.

 While the Manas base does not seem to be in immediate danger 
of closure, the prior American relationship with the ousted tyrant has placed 
the United States in a decidedly awkward position vis-à-vis the new, ostensi-
bly democratic government, members of which had spoken out against the 
American base while still in opposition. Russian leaders have not failed to 
make hay out of the uprising, seeking to cement Russian influence with the 
new government by accusing the United States of hypocrisy (never mind 
that Moscow previously vied with Washington for proprietary S.O.B. rights 
to Bakiyev). Kyrgyzstan has the dubious distinction of being the only na-
tion hosting both American and Russian military installations, a singularity 
Moscow would doubtless love to eliminate. The emergence of a new govern-
ment with a grievance against the United States may spell the last days of 
the Manas base; meanwhile, the ambivalence of American policy-makers 
towards the overthrow of a corrupt tyranny seems to sully the American 
commitment to its own values.

 But before condemning the American policy towards Bishkek, 
critics would do well to consider what the alternatives might have been. Ge-
ography dictates a limited number of possible supply routes for the NATO 
mission in Afghanistan.  An overland route through Pakistan exists, but is 
far more time-consuming and dangerous than air travel. Of the remaining 
Central Asian states near Afghanistan (Iran, for obvious reasons, is closed to 

American military traffic), none come to close to resembling liberal democ-
racies. Some accommodation with autocratic governments in the neighbor-
hood was and is a military necessity. The Bush administration did in fact 
make serious protests to the government in Uzbekistan after gross human 
rights abuses occurred there in 2005. The result: the U.S. military was evict-
ed from a valuable airbase, placing even greater importance on the Transit 
Center at Manas and demonstrating the delicate nature of rapprochement 
with autocratic regimes.

 Ideally, of course, the United States should be pleased to have a 
democratic government in Bishkek with which to deal. Yet Bakiyev himself 
rose to power in the wake of a popular uprising, known as the “Tulip Revo-
lution”, in 2005, promising to bring democracy to the nation. His own pre-
decessor, Askar Akayev, who took power upon Kyrgyzstan’s independence, 
was also initially seen as a democrat before succumbing to the temptations 

of corruption and autocracy. Therefore, while one must hope for the sake of 
the Kyrgyz people that the new government proves faithful to its promises, a 
certain level of skepticism is in order. The new rulers of Kyrgyzstan have yet 
to prove their commitment to democratic principles; if Kyrgyzstan is back 
to the dictatorial drawing board a year from now, it should not come as an 
undue disappointment. Meanwhile, the American interest in supplying the 
ongoing war against the Taliban remains extant, regardless of Kyrgyzstan’s 
domestic arrangements. 

 The best foreign policy decisions are those that advance both mor-
al and material interests. The United States must of course reach out to the 
new government and seek to support it as a fledgling democracy (whatever 
they may say, this would hardly be in the interests of the grasping KGB junta 
in Moscow). Foreign policy makers should recognize that preserving and 
strengthening the Afghan state is the most straightforward objective Ameri-
can policy makers can pursue to promote democracy in the region, and is 
one to which the US and NATO has already committed considerable blood 
and treasure. Compared to this mission, events in the other Central Asian 
states are secondary. Yet without the American military presence, Wash-
ington would have scarce ability to influence events in Kyrgyzstan at all. 
Kyrgyzstan sits in a troubled part of the world where virtually all decisions 
we may make will be trade-offs. But a sober approach to America’s interests 
in the region may yet reap benefits for both American security and Kyrgyz 
liberty.

Looking at the Kyrgyzstani Kerfuffle

Photo courtesy of the New York Times. 

Opposition Supporter waves flag in front of main government building.
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By: Rekha Blackerby 
Opinion Editor

If anyone has caught an episode of TLC’s 19 Kids and Counting, you will know what 
I mean by organized chaos. Nineteen kids in one family? And they plan to have more? Or 
at least that can be deduced from the “and counting part of the show’s name. This family 
is just becoming the latest in a line of TLC freak shows. Jon and Kate Plus 8, anyone? But 
how many kids is too many? 

 It seems unbelievable to have nineteen kids in just one family. And just in case the 
sheer number of kids is not hard enough to keep track of, they all have “J” names. Because 
that is not confusing at all. Michelle and Jim Bob Duggar have become undoubtedly one 
of the most curious additions to TLC with their ever-expanding brood and their unusual 
parenting style. Their title sequence, narrated by Michelle, explains their parenting tech-
niques and she impressively lists all nineteen children in age order, while proudly declaring 
she gave birth to all of them. Not even considering the “are they crazy” aspect of this show, 
what are the complications and risks of having so many children?

 The most recent example is this birth of their youngest baby, Josie. Born three months 
prematurely, she has just come home from the hospital four months after her birth last De-
cember. This baby will need an extraordinary amount of care and attention for months to 
make sure she will even survive. Premature babies need to be watched vigilantly twenty-
four hours a day. They also have a high risk of infections and health complications. Just 
catching a common cold from one of the other kids could kill this baby. With seventeen 
other kids at home (one is already married), how do they expect to juggle the time and ef-
fort needed to care for each individual child? 

 They do have a type of buddy system where an older child looks after a younger child 
but this cannot replace parental love and attention. Jim Bob has said that they hope to be 
able to talk to each child once a week. How would you feel if your parents scheduled you 
weekly face time? If the scheduled kid misses his or her appointment, does that mean he or 
she will have to wait until next week to talk to Mom or Dad? If there are too many children 
to be able to see in a single day, maybe there are simply too many kids. 

 Granted, the family is not causing a fiscal burden on society by renting out several 
properties and making and selling their own detergent, but if they need the money from 
the show to make ends meet, are they not just marketing their family for money and 
putting themselves and their children in the spotlight for ridicule and criticism? While 
reality shows are highly entertaining, selling one’s family is not okay. Surely the children, 

especially the younger ones, will experience psychological trauma from having a camera following them around all the time. 
The Duggars are known to be deeply religious and there does not seem to be any serious marital issues but just in speculation, what happens should the stress of being in front of the camera all of 

the time causes Michelle and Jim Bob to separate or divorce? Either they share all nineteen kids with joint custody or one of them gets all of them. As evidenced by their sibling buddy system, a team is 
needed to keep this family together and hopefully for all the Duggars’ sakes, Michelle and Jim Bob stay together, otherwise what is now organized chaos will just turn into just chaos. 

 Finally, what about the health risks for Michelle Duggar? Giving birth to nineteen children and being open to more is damaging to one’s health. This kind of physical exertion must be taking 
a serious toll on her body. We try to educate Third World countries about the risks of having too many children because they do not have the resources for sex education. How can we tell a woman in 
Lesotho or Afghanistan that having twenty kids is bad for her health when we encourage it here in the U.S. by making a television show about it? We cannot be so hypocritical. 

 Simply put, the Duggars have too many kids. There is not much to be done about it now but maybe it is time to stop having more. Just take off the “and counting” part of the title and be content 
with your massive brood. 

Duggar family example of poor planned parenting

By: John Ayers 
Staff Writer

The recent nuclear treaty between the United States and Russia has opened up some interesting debates. The treaty itself is not 
that special. It calls for a 33% reduction of the current stockpiles in both Russia and the United States. This would not seriously threat-
en the ability of both nations to destroy the world should a nuclear conflict arise. So ultimately, it doesn’t do very much, right?

 Well, that may be wrong. For one, the members of the Tea Party have seized upon certain wording in the treaty that says 
the U.S. will not use nuclear weapons on a non-nuclear nation. However, the text goes on to mention that this only includes na-
tions that are part of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), and this can be amended in the case of a biological or chemical 
attack. So, yes, the Tea Partiers are wrong as usual.

 On the other hand, there are some possible complications for the treaty passing in Congress. The difficulty lies in the 
U.S. missile defense system. Many Russian authorities, with the exception of Putin, have said that this treaty will also limit anti-
missile defense systems. This includes the missile defense sites in Eastern Europe and would cause significant disruption between 
America’s allies if Obama were to agree to the Russian understanding. While the wording doesn’t appear to imply that at all, it is 
something that cannot and should not be allowed. The development of anti-nuclear weaponry is the only long-term solution to a 
world of nuclear weapons. 

  However, other than this possibly negative outcome, the bill doesn’t really alter the status quo. Despite the rosy word-
ing of President Obama about a world without nuclear weapons, it is simply not possible. China continues to expand its nuclear 
arsenal. North Korea and Iran continue their development. Other nations are outside the NPT and have nuclear weapons such as 
Israel, Pakistan, and India. If these nations are left out and other nations do not uphold their pledges refrain from making nuclear weapons, then a simple arms reduction between Russia and the United States 
is meaningless. 

That is the problem with Obama’s fantasy of a nuclear free world. Nuclear weapons will only be eliminated when they become obsolete as weapons. This could come through the development of a true 
nuclear missile defense system for the United States, or through development of new weapons. In fact, much of the United States current power comes from its nuclear deterrent, and will continue to for some 
time. Obama’s unilateral pledge to not upgrade America’s aging nuclear arsenal is therefore quite disconcerting. Let us not get teary eyed about the dawn of a new era of disarmament because of this bill. Let 
us ignore it because it is pointless and remember that the only way to get rid of these devices is to make them obsolete. Hopefully, Mr. Obama won’t make ours obsolete before the rest of the world does. 

The new nuclear treaty and why it doesn’t matter

Photo courtesy of CNN.

United States President Obama and Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedev.

Photo courtesy of Google Images.

The Duggar family recently added child number 19 to their family.



Wednesday, April 14, 2010NewsPage 4

Sou’wester
The

Mock Trial, continued from Page 1

1 out of 3 college students experienced 
the illness or loss of a family member or 
close friend in the last year. Talk about loss 
and help your friends in need by starting 
a National Students of AMF Support 
Network Chapter at your school.

sity of Vir-
ginia, Washington and Lee University, and Yale Univer-
sity.

Representing Rhodes are Carly Taylor (captain), 
Scot Allison, Devin Bos, Maggie Cupit, Pauline Dyer, 
Kelsey Hope, Katelyn Munsey, Kashan Pathan, Michael 
Polovich, and Steven Strasberg.

Mock trial uses a legal format (opening statements, 
witness and 
cross examina-
tions, closing 
arguments, etc.) 
to hold either a 
criminal or civil 
simulated trial. 
Teams consist 
of three attor-
neys and three 
witnesses on 
each side, and 
are judged by 
evaluators using 
a set of scoring 
criteria. This 
year’s case is a 
criminal prob-
lem alleging a 
co-conspiracy to 
murder one of 

the partners in a major movie production company.
The Rhodes team, coached by Professor Marcus Pohl-

mann, has won four national championships and made it 
to the national final round on three other occasions. Rho-
des also holds the nation’s record for consecutive champi-
onship tournament appearances at 24 straight years. 

According to Pohlmann, “Mock trial is great com-
petitive fun and outstanding preparation for virtually any 

profession. We are 
extremely hon-
ored to have been 
chosen to host 
this year’s finals 
and have every 
intention of mak-
ing this the best 
c h a mpion s h ip 
tournament yet.”

For more in-
formation about 
the tournament, 
contact Dr. Mar-
cus Pohlmann at 
(901) 843-3843 
or visit http://orgs.
rhodes.edu/mock/
t o u r n a m e n t _
schedule.shtml

HEY!!
The Sou’Wester Newspaper is 

seeking News writers.
If you are interested, please con-
tact News Editor, NeNe Bafford at 

bafta@rhodes.edu for more 
information.
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CampusSafety
April 4-10

04/04 
Nothing unusual to report.

04/05   
9:37 am: Student suffered a hand injury in Clough Hall; transported to the Moore-Moore infirmary for  observation.

04/06 
12:46 am: Trouble alarm Stewart Hall; system reset.
8:05 am: Members from the census bureau accessed to campus; directed to residence life.

04/07  
4:49 am: Student reported her vehicle had been broken into off campus and requested a secure area to park her vehicle until repairs can 
be made.
2:07 pm: Student with injured foot transported to a minor emergency facility for treatment.
9:14 pm: Call regarding the strong smell of marijuana on the 3rd floor of Voorhies; questioned Individuals located; report filed.
    
04/08   
2:30 pm: Student came to Campus Safety to report the theft of a laptop; report filed.
3:17 pm: Three theft complaints in Academic Buildings; information gathered and reports filed.
7:35 pm: Two non-student individuals from the Pike beach party escorted off campus.
8:00 pm: The two subjects transported off campus earlier were observed at the Charles Street entrance gate trying to gain access; both 
subjects warned that if they attempted to enter campus they would be arrested for trespassing. 
10:00 pm: Contract buses for formal events arrived on campus.
11:00 pm: Large crowd present for the Pike beach party event.

04/09   
1:00 am: Beach party concluded; all cleared.
12:00 pm: A portion of upper Phillips Lane temporarily blocked out for the Rites to Play event.
2:50 pm: Student came to Campus Safety to report a theft that occurred at the beach party event; report filed.
8:17 pm: Call from a resident complaining about loud music coming from the campus area. 

04/10 
12:00 am: Several complaints coming in regarding loud music on campus; MPD has been notified.
1:23 am: Student transported to a medical facility for illness; report filed.
2:50 pm: Student came to Campus Safety to report a theft that occurred at the beach party event; report filed. 
7:02 pm: Vending machine theft reported from Williford Hall; two suspects reported 
breaking into the vending machine; both subjects apprehended. arrested and transported by MPD to 210 Poplar.
7:36 pm: Two students issued alcohol violations; report filed.
8:17 pm: Call from a resident complaining of loud noise coming from off campus.
10:24 pm: Visitor in East Village A transported to a minor medical facility for observation.

April 14th

Enjoy the festival of colors with RICE!
Location: Solomon Field
Time 5:00pm-6:00pm

Dessert Tasting Fundraiser for CASA 
Memphis
Location: Lynx Lair
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm

Economist Paul Merski to Discuss 
America’s Financial and Economic 
Outlook
Location: Orgill
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm

What Not to Wear Forum
Location: Buckman 212
Time: 7:00pm-8:30pm

April 15th

Sweet Tooth Baking Contest
Location: Lynx Lair
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm

Spring Fever Date Auction
Location: Blount/Buckman Lobby
Time: 7:00pm-9:15pm

Rhodes Student Jazz Ensemble Spring 
Concert: “A Night of Latin Jazz”
Location: 7:30pm-9:00pm
Time: Hardie

April 16th

American Mock Trial National Champi-
onship Tournament
Location: Off Camous
Time: 4:00pm-7:00pm

“Unsheltered: Unseen” Photography 
Exhibition
Location: Off Campus
Time: 6:00pm-9:00pm

The Big Diehl: Memphis Redbirds 
Game
Location: Off Campus
Time: 7:00pm-10:30pm
“Shakuntala Reductia” Opens at McCoy 
Theatre
Location: McCoy Theatre
Time: 7:30-9:00pm

April 17th

 Japanese Culture Festival
Location: Conservatory
Time: 12:00am-12:00am

Shakuntala Reductia
Location: McCoy Theatre
Time: 7:30pm-10:00pm

April 18th

Rhodes Singers Spring Concert: “Birds 
of a Feather”
Location: Off Campus
Time: 3:00pm-4:30pm

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Daily Sudoku: Tue 13-Apr-2010
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8 2 9 4
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1 4 5

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Calendar of Events
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By Jasmine Gilstrap
A&E Editor

With the new century came an influx of new technology from the iPod to the iPad. As a result, the resurgence of an old 
technology has emerged as well, changing the movie going experience with the third dimensional, 3D, film.

Originally reserved for video games and some animated films, the 3D technology made its way back into the modern movi-
emaking arena with James Cameron’s 2003 film Ghosts of the Abyss, but most film critics cite Cameron’s recent award winning 
Sci-Fi film Avatar as launching the return of 3D in mainstream cinema.  Since the release of Avatar, numerous 3D movies have 
indeed been released in addition to movies set to be released converting to 3D. The IMAX Corporation can be credited for the 
changes in the 3D technology with the company researching and developing the modern 3D technology.

The horror genre has been particularly fond of the 3D film with Final Destination 4, Night of the Living Dead and the future 
releases of Friday the 13th and Resident Evil: Afterlife.

Critics of these films utilizing 3D are torn between whether or not the films are using the technology to enrich the moving 
going experience or as a cheap accessory in the hopes of increasing box office dollars, most believing the horror industry uses 
3D films for the latter purpose.

The conversion of films from 2D to 3D is another source of criticism for the visual technology. In 3D films, especially those 
that have been converted, the focus of the eyeball is not as directed as a traditional film and has been deemed insufficient from 
film makers in addition to causing vision problems if exposed to the eye for too long. IMAX is the predominate leader of the 
conversation and though the company has made great increases in the conversion process, the films are still slightly hazy post-
conversion and can have damaging effects on the eye. 

Some critics also feel as though studios are using the technique to continue the life of a dying franchise such as the Step Up 
and Saw movies set to be released later in the year. 

With all the criticisms of the technique, studios defend the use of 3D technology for one main purpose--the inability to 
pirate the films. According to Motion Picture Association of America spokeswoman Elizabeth Kaltman, $11 billion worth of 
films are pirated every year. Since the 3D technology has not yet been perfected, pirating the films proves to be difficult for 
those attempting to do so. For this reason, critics encourage shooting in 3D rather than converting the films as it would make 
pirating the films even more difficult.

Despite the criticism for studios producing 3D films, the use of the renewed technology will not seize as seven more 3D 
movies will be released during the summer months. To check out the upcoming 3D films and theaters where they will be re-
leased, visit imax.com. 

3D: A new movie experience

By Jasmine Gilstrap 
A&E Editor

Broadway and television legend Dixie Carter died Saturday, 
April 10 in Houston of complications of endometrial cancer at 
age 70. Carter was famously know for being one half of a pair of 
Southern sisters who ran an Atlanta interior decorating firm in 
“Designing Women” 

Carter was born in McLemoresville, Tennessee, and spent 
many of her early years in Memphis. She attended college at the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville and Rhodes College, gradu-
ating from the University of Memphis with a degree in English. 
At school, Carter was a member of the Delta Delta Delta sorority 
and in 1959, competed in the Miss Tennessee pageant, where she 
placed first runner-up to Mickie Weyland.

The Tennessee native used her unmistakable Southern accent 
and style to land roles on series like “Diff ’rent Strokes” and “Filthy 
Rich” before landing the role of Julia Sugarbaker on “Designing 
Women,” the CBS sitcom that ran from 1986-1993 and has an 
endless life with reruns.

She was nominated for an Emmy in 2007 for a celebrated sev-
en-episode guest stint on the ABC hit “Desperate Housewives.”

“This has been a terrible blow to our family,” Carter’s husband 
and fellow actor Hal Holbrook said in a written statement. “We 
would appreciate everyone understanding that this is a private 
family tragedy.”

Carter lived with Holbrook in the Los Angeles area but trav-
eled home to Tennessee several times a year. It was not clear why 
she was in Houston when she died. Besides Holbrook, Carter is 
survived by daughters Mary Dixie and Ginna. 

By Carolina Sanchez
One of Memphis’ newest restaurants is found in one of the most unlikely 

of places: an old gas station.  Fuel Café used to be the restaurant Petra turned 
into the current retro spot trying to make a name for itself, opening roughly 
two months ago.  Fuel is part of Project Green Fork, a local non-profit com-
munity that helps restaurants become more eco-friendly. 

Humble owner Carrie Mitchum, granddaughter of the famous American 
actor Robert Mitchum, graciously greeted us and waited our table for the night. 
The décor was an upscale interpretation of 50’s style retro.  The blue lighting 
complimented the periwinkle walls and the artwork was a modern spin on the 
50’s.  The combination of excellent service and the hominess of the ambiance 
made us feel right at home.  

The menu is not too extensive, but there is enough selection to find some-
thing you will like.  For vegetarians, the restaurant is vegetarian friendly with 
such entrees as the Vegetarian Cheese Walnut Loaf, described as being just like 
meatloaf without the meat and costing $13.95.  There are also a few different 
salads to choose from as well as a soup of the day. The Café Salad, at $8.95, 
consists of mixed greens, candied pecans, granny smith apples, Gorgonzola 
cheese, and house vinaigrette. Aside from the soup they had run out of for the 
day, the only other options for appetizers were salads and a cheese plate.  

For our entrée, we tried the Vegetarian Pasta of the Day, at $12.95, 
which was a penne with fresh cauliflower, zucchini, and mushrooms in a 
succulent tomato sauce.  It was topped with fresh basil and Parmeggiano.  
The pasta was cooked perfectly and the vegetables were plentiful.  For $3 
more you can add chicken and for $5 more you can add shrimp.  We also 
tried the Shrimp Americaine, costing $17.95, in a tomato tarragon sauce 
served with basmati rice and fresh collard greens.  The shrimp were tender 
and fresh, and the portions were the perfect size to save room for a home-
made dessert.  

The dessert menu wasn’t very extensive either, but we were more than 
pleased with our selection of the Gam’s Apple Yum Stuff a la Mode, at 
$6.  It reminded me of a traditional apple crisp dessert with all of the right 
textures. There was a crunch element from the crust, and a gooeyness from 
the cinnamon spiced apples, all topped with a big scoop of creamy Breyer’s 
Vanilla ice cream.  Needless to say, I could have had seconds, but the por-
tion was big enough for the two of us to share.  We will be going back to 
try the Brownie a la Mode, only $4.50, and the proceeds go to a local non-
profit organization, so you can splurge without feeling too guilty.  The food 
is simple, but if you’re looking for freshly prepared comfort foods, look no 
further than Fuel Café.   

Fuel Cafe will fill up both your car and stomach

Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

The third installment of the Disney-Pixar animat-
ed film will be released as a 3D film on June 18.

Photo courtesy of Carolina Sanchez. 

In addition to being vegetarian 
friendly, Fuel Café allows animals to 
join their owners on the patio.

Remembering a ‘Designing Woman”

Photo courtesy of Google Images. 
Before starring on ‘Designing Women,’ Carter 

made her professional stage debut in a Memphis 
production of Carousel.
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THIS WEEK In
ENTERTAINMENT

New Movie Releases:

4/16/10
Kick-Ass
Death at a Funeral

Television Highlights (4/14-
4/20):

Human Target, Wednesday, 7 pm, 
Fox. Chance, Guerrero and Win-
ston recall the events that led to 
their improbable partnership.

Modern Family, Wednesday, 8 pm, 
ABC. Luke and Manny’s hot-tem-
pered basketball coach quits dur-
ing a game, causing Jay and Phil 
to jockey to fill the position

In Plain Sight, Wednesday, 9 pm, 
USA. A witness against a weapons 
trafficker wakes up from a three-
year coma.

FlashForward, Thursday, 7 pm, 
ABC. Demetri puts a rush on his 
wedding plans while Wedeck tries 
to help Aaron infiltrate Jericho. 

Fringe, Thursday, 8 pm, Fox. While 
investigating the mysterious 
deaths of passengers on a com-
muter train, Peter remains suspi-
cious of Walter.

Project Runway, Thursday, 9 pm, 
Lifetime. Part one of the season’s 
finale airs.

Miami Medical, Friday, 9 pm, ABC. 
Members of a wedding party 
are rushed to the hospital where 
Zambrano and Deleo’s flirtation 
draws attention from the hospital 
staff.

House, Monday, 8 pm, Fox. House 
and the team treat a knight from 
a community of men and women 
living according to the ideals of 
the High Renaissance.

Castle, Monday, 9 pm, ABC. Castle 
and Beckett find that Esposito has 
a personal connection to a sus-
pected killer.

Glee, Tuesday, 8 pm, Fox.  Mr. 
Schuester is concerned that the 
guys are disrespecting the women 
of the glee club.

V, Tuesday, 9 pm, ABC. Anna and 
Chad head to Switzerland for the 
U.N. energy summit while Erica 
discovers that the Fifth Column is 
being investigated.

By Jasmine Gilstrap
A&E Editor

With the mix of old and new artist, 
the 2010 Rites of Spring was very diverse 
to say the least. Attendees heard the mu-
sical stylings of the Rhodes Battle of the 
Bands first place winner, Miner 49ers, and 
the runner-up, All Howlers, who served 
as the opening 
acts. 

The Friday 
night perfor-
mances ranged 
from the crazi-
ness of Coolio 
and his family 
members with 
their sexual in-
nuendo filled 
set to the much 
more mellow act 
complete with 
an encore by 
the Black Keys, 
ending with the 
technologica l ly 
challenged, but 
still exciting 
show of Super 
Mash Bros.

The early 

Saturday performances had few attendees, 
most due to the need to recover from the 
Friday post-Rites activities and maybe to 
avoid the lingerie inspired get up of the 
worsties singer Anna “Madame Worsty” 
Worstell. The crowd began to swell with 
the start of the Saving Abel performance, 
escalating to a half full tent by the time 

the band threw their sweaty towels into 
the crowd. The much anticipated Big Boi 
and crew were welcomed by an audience of 
almost the entire Rhodes community, beg-
ging the rapper for an encore.

Despite unsavory stage performances, 
technical difficulties, and the multiple es-
corts on and off stage by campus safety, the 
2010 Rites of Spring proved to be a success 
due to all the performers, Rhodes Activi-
ties Board, and of course, the attendees. 

Highlights of 2010 Rites of Spring: 
recap of last weekend’s escapades

Photo courtesy of Alex LaBat. 

Big Boi performed old hits and some of his new material re-
corded recently with his new label, Def Jam.

Sleeping Beauty
Playhouse on the Square

Apr 24–May 2
Tickets start at just $10

balletmemphis.org  901.737.7322 

BLM_SPB_AD_SWSTR.indd   1 3/17/10   10:30 AM

Photo courtesy of Alex LaBat. 

Jared Weeks singing Saving Abel’s 
platinum hit ‘Addicted’.
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By Andrew Mullins-Williams 
Sports Editor

It looks like the NCAA tournament could be expanding 
again, and this time it’s going to be more than one team 

According to the associated press, NCAA vice president 
Greg Shaheen outlined a plan that included revenue distribution, 
time off for student athletes, and logistics for a new and bigger 96 
team tournament. The last time the tournament expanded was 
in 2001, when it went from 64 to 65 teams. However, the new 
proposed change would be much more reminiscent of the 1985 
expansion that pushed the field to 64 teams.

It seems that the question of expansion is not if but when. 
When first hearing about this expansion, I was appalled and 

horrified that the NCAA committee would even consider ruin-
ing such a fantastic spectacle. However, the more I thought about 
it, the more I realized that it might not be such a horrible Idea. 

I should be noted that very similar arguments in 1985 are be-
ing used to try and defend the 64 team tournament. Washington 
Post sports writer Ken Denlinger wrote, “never have more games 
been played for less purpose,” when talking about the expansion 
to 64 teams back in 1985. Now, he writes about the expansion to 
96, “these days, with 64 teams in the field, if you aren’t a NCAA 
tournament team, you have to be pretty bad.”

Funny how years later he talks about the expansion to 64 
teams as the “perfect number.”

Point is: people hate change. No matter how much or how 
little, if a system is working most people are against it changing. 
However, that does not mean it won’t be changing for the better. 

Beyond people believing that the NCAA tournament is per-
fect the way it is, there are also those who believe it would render 
the regular season meaningless. This is perhaps a bit true, but 
there are many playoff systems that do this. Take the NBA and 
NHL, who both put over half their teams into the post season 
(53 percent).  If we were to reduce this number to meet the aver-
ages of other leagues there would be an uproar, yet when we raise 

the average of the NCAA to just meet the percentage of other 
leagues it is seen as the worst possible scenario. As it stands right 
now, only 19 percent of all Division I schools get into the tourna-

ment. By expanding to 96 it raises the percentage to 28. Major 
league baseball puts 27 percent of its teams into the post season 
and the NFL 38. Division 1 football does not even have a post 
season, and baseball and soccer put in about 23 percent. It means 
that adding more teams really is no that ridiculous as far as the 
numbers are concerned. 

However, behind every statistic is a story and this is no dif-
ferent here. One of the major concerns of adding new teams is the 
level of play that people have to watch during the first round. I 
know that I personally do not want to watch Stony Brook take on 
Quinnipiac (two teams that made the NIT tournament). How-
ever, adding more teams does not necessarily mean poor competi-

tion. 
Understand that the new format would basically include the 

NIT into the Big Dance. That means that teams like UNC, Mis-
sissippi State, Dayton and Virginia Tech would all get into the 
tournament. However, it also means that Jackson State, Coastal 
Carolina, and Weber State also get in. Most would agree that 
having big name schools in the tournament might make it more 
exciting, but is it not the little guys that we find ourselves rooting 
for? The biggest argument against expanding the tournament to 
96 teams is that it will include teams that have no reason playing 
for a National Championship. 

This argument is valid. 
There is no way a North Carolina team that went 5-11 in 

ACC play should be allowed into the tournament, nor should 
a Texas Tech team that went 4-12 in the conference. However, 
what about Ohio or Houston who both had losing conference 
records? 

If we were really concerned about the quality of play in the 
NCAA tournament mid-majors would have a much smaller 
percentage of teams in, and it would only include 16 or 32 total 
teams. The reality of the matter is this: we love upsets. 

By adding more mediocre teams (that’s all the expansion is 
doing), the NCAA tournament will actually be more enjoyable 
to watch. Ohio beating Georgetown, Old Dominion over Notre 
Dame and Murray State over Vanderbilt are just some of the 
matchups that adding more teams could imitate. Let a 16 seed 
like Lehigh play against a mediocre Big 12 team before getting 
thrashed by Kansas. Let a team deserving to play in the NCAA 
tournament like Mississippi State or Dayton not watch from the 
sidelines of the NIT. When it is all said and done, the best teams 
will still be sitting in the final four. 

The only difference is as fans, we will get to watch and enjoy 
a few more hours of entertaining games and thrilling victories. 

Should the NCAA expand to ninety-six teams? 

By Andrew Mullins Williams 
Sports Editor

AL East: Yankees. 
It is hard to not pick New York. The Red Sox have the best pitching in the division and have 

the offense to play with the Yankees, but they also have more questions than answers surround their 
team. Will John Lackey survive a full season without injury? Can David Ortiz be productive? And 
will pickups such as Adrian Beltre pay off? If they can answer a majority of their questions with 
“yes”, then they can easily knock off the aging Yankees. The Rays can also compete if they get hot. 
In 2009 they had 22 blown saves and 32 blown late inning leads. By adding Rafael Soriano they are 
addressing this need and even if they cut their blown saves in half they will have more than enough 
firepower to at least be competitive late. 

AL Central: Minnesota. 
This could be one of the closest races in all of baseball. Minnesota has Mauer and Morneau  

along with a string of guys who can hit at least 25 homeruns. The big question surrounding them is 
their bullpen.  With Joe Nathan out for a few weeks can Jon Rauch hold together late inning leads? 
If not, they could find themselves in a hole they may not be able to dig out of. The White Sox have 
arguably the best pitching in the division. If Peavy stays healthy alongside Mark Buehrle and John 
Danks, this pitching staff can shut out most opponents. Detroit also looks to be contending this 
year, and with an offense that has Miguel Cabrera, Johnny Damon,  and Magglio Ordonez this 
division could come down to a one game playoff. However, Minnesota closes the season with one 
of the easiest schedules in baseball while Chicago has to play L.A Angles and Boston twice. This 
swings the title in favor of Minnesota (if only slightly) 

AL West: Mariners.
The Angels have been a sure thing the past few years, but the rest of the division has finally 

caught up. The Mariners have the best pitching staff in the division with Felix Hernandez and Cliff 
Lee leading the charge. The big question mark here is the hitting. They may not have enough power 
to pull off a title, but if they can win close low run scoring games they shouldn’t have a problem. 
The Angels lost Chone Figgins and Guerrero to division rivals and ace John Lackey to the Red Sox. 
Scott Kazmir and Hideki Matsui will not be enough to offset the gains by both the Mariners and 
Rangers. The Rangers have the exact opposite problem as the mariners. They have arguably the best 
offense, but no pitching. While this is usually the problem in Texas, it has gotten better. Neftali 
Feliz is an upcoming start, but they just might not have enough to deal with the talent and experi-
ence in the division. 

NL East: Phillies. 

Any team that went to the World Series and only got better is going to be the favorite. They 
added Roy Halladay and have a lineup that is one of the best in the National League. The Braves will 
look to bounce back and will give the Phillies all they can handle. With a pitching staff containing 
Jair Jurrjens, and Tim Hudson, The braves have a nice balance of youth and veterans that will lead 
them far. The rest of the division is largely unknown. The Marlins usually find a way to over achieve 
and the Mets manage to do the opposite. While the Nats are better, they still have a long way to go 
to become contenders. 

NL Central: Cardinals. 
This team has it all—pitching, defense and hitting. Matt Holliday will protect Albert Pujols 

who is become one of the game’s best hitters. If the rotation stays healthy even a surging Chicago 
Cubs team will be powerless to stop them. On the subject, if the Cubs can keep Aramis Ramirz, 
Alfonso Soriano and Ted Lilly healthy, they will make a run at the division. If not, they might end 
up very near the bottom. The Brewers and Reds have the hitting to contend, but the pitching is 
frightful at best. While none of these teams has gotten worse, the reality is that this division is play-
ing for second place and a wild card berth. 

NL West: Giants. 
The Giants have a lot to prove and the pitching staff to back it up. Like the Mariners, they lack 

a lot of offensive power. However, they have the ballpark and lineup to manufacture runs and not 
rely on the 3 run homerun. With Time Lincecum and Matt Cain, this team is as deadly as any in 
the west. The Rockies do not have the best lineup in the division, nor the best pitching staff, but they 
have the most consistent team of anyone. Aaron Cook, Ubaldo Jimenez and Jason Hammel are an 
underrated starting rotation, and their hitting is equal to the rest of the division especially in their 
ballpark. The Dodgers have a quality pitching staff with Chad Billingsley, and Klayton Kershaw but 
they have a lot of off field issues, so their front office will be no help come trading time. They will 
win or lose it all with what they have. 

AL Wild Card: Boston. 
 The AL East has some of the best teams in baseball. Unlike other divisions where everyone 

knocks everyone around, the East has heavy weights and those below them. Easily the wildcard 
comes out of this division. 

 NL Wild Card: Braves. 
This spot is harder to figure out than most. The Braves are a consistent team that has a lot of 

veterans who can teach their younger players the finer points to a long season. Assuming the Phillies 
can help by knocking off other division rivals down the stretch the Braves seem in a good position 
to get into the playoffs.

The predictions for 2010 Major League Baseball

Photo courtesy of Google Images

Duke wins 2010 National Championship, but there is 
news that the tournament is expanding.


