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Celebrating the Paul 
Barret, Jr. Library 
By President William E. Troutt 

B eginning my seventh fall at Rhodes, I continue 
to feel so fortunate. My travels this summer 
allowed me to further reflect on this remarkable 

community. 
It began with a wonderful visit to British Studies at 

Oxford, for a close-up look at the long-standing program 
with St. John's College brought to new levels of excellence 
by Professor Michael Leslie. What a magnificent 
experience this is for our students! 

While there, I walked over to Trinity College to pay 
a call on Rhodes Scholar Michael Lamb. I had heard 
reports from several Oxford fellows that he is doing 
well, and I was eager to hear his impressions. When I 
mentioned his name to the porter at the Trinity gatehouse, 
the gentleman's face lit up, and he went to considerable 
trouble to put us in contact. It was gratifying to see that 
our Michael is held in high esteem at Oxford, just as he 
was at Rhodes. 

Carole and I had the immense good fortune to depart 
from England just ahead of the British Airways work 
stoppage that stranded so many international travelers. 
And then to come home to a fully functioning Paul Barret, 
Jr. Library—life just doesn't get better than this. 

It is such a pleasure to walk through the beautiful 
building and envision what it will mean to generations of 
students. Thinking back to my first year at Rhodes, which 
I sometimes refer to as the Year of Listening, I remember 
the impressions gained then. President Troutt 

I was struck from the beginning by the goodness of 
this place and its people; how this college for so many years has helped students connect with one another and with a 
remarkably gifted faculty in life-changing ways. This wonderful new facility, with its abundance of collaborative spaces, 
will dial up these qualities several notches. And its technological marvels place the resources of the entire world at our 
students' fingertips. 

Walking outside, I see the lush green spaces that replaced unsightly asphalt. The careful planning that went into 
choosing a site for the new building is paying off. The campus has truly been recentered. 

And finally, there was the occasion of conducting the first tour for the trustees of the Paul Barret, Jr. Trust, my dear 
friends, John Douglas '48 and Graves Leggett. Hearing them pronounce that it exceeded their expectations gave me 
immense satisfaction. It brings me tremendous pride and great joy to know that the journey of two devoted pilgrims, in 
executing the last wishes of their beloved friend Paul Barret, Jr., accomplished such stunning results. 

I am experiencing the privilege of a lifetime in so many dimensions and I am very thankful to all of you for your 
devotion to this extraordinary place.  III 
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A Library Built for Today and 
Tomorrow 

By Helen Watkins Norman 

The grand staircase of the Paul 
Barret, Jr. Library 

It was a brutally hot August day in 1999. 

The sea of asphalt that bordered Briggs 

Student Center raised the temperature from 

uncomfortable to unbearable, and the bright- 

colored cars that navigated it appeared 

white under the harsh glare of the 3:00 sun. 

Dr. William Troutt, just two months into his 

presidency at Rhodes, stood in shirtsleeves on 

the Briggs back porch, looking north. 
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The library entrance. The college seal in bronze is 
inlaid in the slate floor. The library area is to the 
left, The Middle Ground coffee shop to the right 

"I have a vision of this area being 
green," Troutt said wistfully, his eyes 
scanning an unsightly vista of loading 
docks, maintenance vehicles, parking 
lots and service buildings that had 
outlived their looks and usefulness. It 
was a section of the college typically 
skirted during campus admissions 
tours. But on this occasion, the 
president wanted his guest to see all 
segments of Rhodes: the charming and 
the challenging. 

The president spoke almost 
apologetically, recalled Bob Johnson, 
who was visiting Rhodes as a 
candidate for the position of dean of 
information services. 

"He was like someone showing off 
his brand-new car but pointing out its 
regrettable first dent," said Johnson, 
who accepted the post at Rhodes the 
next week. 

Six years later, there is nothing 
apologetic in Troutt's voice as he 
tours his beloved Rhodes. The whole 
campus is like that elegant new car, 
and the unfortunate dent in the 
middle is gone, replaced by verdant 
Oxonian lawns, pedestrian walkways 
and an awe-inspiring new library 
more gorgeous than even its planners 
could have imagined. 

"What could be better than this?" 
Troutt asked, turning 360 degrees to 
soak in the interior splendor of the 
new library made possible by a $35 

4 FALL 2005 • RHODES 
	

rhodes.edu  



FALL 2005 • RHODES 5 rhodes.edu  



million gift from the Paul Barret, Jr. Trust. "This was an opportunity of a lifetime, an opportunity 
to re-center a campus and fill in the one ingredient missing from an otherwise beautiful campus." 

It was also the opportunity to achieve two of the 10 initiatives Troutt outlined in his inaugural 
address in April 2000. One was to incorporate innovative technologies at the college, bringing the 
best of the world to Rhodes and the best of Rhodes to the world. The other initiative was to improve 
library resources. 

The beautiful Burrow Library that preceded Barret was built, coincidentally, by gifts from Paul 
Barret, Jr.'s uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. A.K. Burrow. It opened in 1953, aiming to serve a maximum 
student/faculty population of 700. Today Rhodes has 1,676 students and 175 faculty members. 
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Group study area. In the background is the 
Teaching and Learning Center 

Consultants concluded in March 2000 that Burrow could 
not be sufficiently enlarged or renovated to accommodate 
today's students and faculty and the technology they require. 

So planning began for a new library. In June 2000, Rhodes 
commissioned Hanbury Evans Wright and Vlattas (HEWV) 
to develop a new campus master plan and to incorporate a 
new library in that plan. Rhodes has been developing and 
subsequently following campus master plans since the college 
moved to Memphis in 1925. This was the fifth such plan and 
its goals were like its predecessors: to foresee future growth of 
the college and determine how tomorrow's buildings will look 
and fit on the Rhodes campus. 

When Rhodes learned in 2001 of the Paul Barret, Jr. 
Trust's generous gift to the college, officials not only 
recognized the need for a new library, they knew exactly 
where to put it thanks to the master plan: smack dab in the 
center of campus. The goal of Barret, as stated by the plan, 
was to "invigorate the intellectual heart of the campus" in 
a way that "transforms the existing open spaces between 
Briggs Student Center and the Bryan Campus Life Center 
and creates a new academic and student services quadrangle." 

"This was a perfect place to put a building and create a 
new ceremonial entrance," said Bob Johnson, now the vice 
president for Information Services at the college. 

Prior to Barret's construction, the western entrance 
to campus—Bailey Lane—dumped visitors into faculty 
parking and the back door of Briggs Student Center. Today 
an upgraded Bailey Lane leads directly to the stately 
entrance of Barret, and new interior roads redirect drivers 
out of central campus and onto the perimeter of the college. 
Pedestrian walkways from all over campus guide patrons to 
Barret's west and east entrances. 

"This was a chance to take the middle of campus and 
make it green," Johnson continued. "We wanted to 
tie everything together, to create a library close to the 
residential areas and close to academic areas, to knit 
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Library director Lynne Blair and Bob Johnson, vice 
president for Information Services (foreground), 
and Bill Short '71 (left), the library's coordinator 
of public services and Charlie Lemond '69 director 
of information technology services in front of new 
modular offices. In the background is part of the 
1953-era card catalogue from Burrow Library. 

together the academic and the 
recreational." 

No longer would the Bryan 
Campus Life Center, the recreation 
center on campus, be abandoned to 
the "back 40," as this northern section 
was frequently called. 

Not only did Rhodes expend 
considerable time and effort 
determining where to place Barret, its 
planners spent two years developing 
the design of the building and how it 
would function. 

Two architectural firms worked 
collaboratively on the project, 
meeting long and often with Rhodes 
administrators, faculty and students. 
Hanbury Evans—which had earlier 
designed the East Village residence 
halls at Rhodes—focused more on the 
exteriors. Boston's Shepley Bulfinch 
Richardson and Abbott, one of the 
nation's oldest architectural firms 
and one with a strong reputation for 
library design, concentrated on the 
interiors and how the library would 
operate. SBRA was also one of the 
firms that designed Memphis's new 
central library. 

"This was an immensely complicated project because of its size, complexity and the need to do it right, 
in terms of architecture and functionality," said Allen Boone '71, vice president of finance and business 
affairs. In his capacity as the chief financial officer, Boone has overseen the construction of seven new 
buildings at Rhodes and the renovation of many more. 

Barret has been the biggest, Boone explained, and not just because of the sheer size of the four-
level facility (Barret is 136,000 gross square feet). Major work was required on campus before the 
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first cubic foot of dirt could be dug for Barret's foundation. 
"We had to completely rebuild the underground infrastructure serving a portion of the campus," 

Boone explained. That meant moving roadways as well as water, fire and gas mains, sewer lines, 
telecommunication fiber, electrical switchgear and electrical transformers. The college also had to 
demolish two small buildings that stood in Barret's path: the Austin Physical Plant Building, built 
in 1979, and Tuthill Hall, built in 1936. 

It has taken 2 1/2 years to build Barret. But the wait has been worth it. The facility incorporates a 
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Students access the library's 
online catalogue 

host of features that make it adaptable to changing times. So while Barret's walls may be carved in 
stone, the way it operates is not. 

"One of the burning questions in higher education has been whether academia can adjust to a 
present and a future so dominated by changing technology," noted Troutt. "My answer is, 'Of course 
we will.' The difficult part is to ensure that we don't lose the values of the past in our eagerness to 
adapt to new conditions." 

Troutt is convinced that Barret adheres to the traditions of the college while providing access to 
the most current technology available. 

"I see built-in flexibility that will allow us to retool it quickly when demands change, as they 
invariably will." 

The 20 collaborative study rooms throughout the building come in various sizes with different 
furniture configurations to satisfy different needs. Most of the furniture in the building is on rollers. 
Tables, chairs and couches can be easily moved. And because the whole building is wireless, one can 
set up a computer or laptop anywhere. 

Moreover, high-grade modular offices with interchangeable furniture provide options for evolving 
staff needs. There are modular walls that one can erect or remove in a day without ever changing the 
electrical wiring, ventilation or lighting. 

In the Teaching and Learning Center, a space for experimenting with new technology and new 
teaching or research strategies, the college has intentionally held back on the purchase of a great deal 
of technology. 

"We've put in what we think we need to get started. But we expect to find out in the first year 
that there are things that we never thought about in terms of what people need and want," said Bob 
Johnson. "When you open a new space, people think differently. They'll use this space differently 
from the way they used Buckman or Burrow." 

There is even built-in flexibility in the lighting. Planners installed lighting controls that allow 
certain lights to turn on or off automatically, depending on natural light conditions. On a bright 
cloudless day in a room with many windows, for example, some of the lights turn off. A dark cloud 
appears, those lights illuminate again. 

There is considerable flexibility when it comes to growth, too. While Barret provides ample 
shelving for the current collection, tracks for compact, electronic shelving have already been 
installed in the stacks floor under the carpet should a need for more shelving arise in the future. 
Furthermore, 5,000 square feet of expansion space has already been built in to the lower level of the 
building. Barret could use that space for books, offices, meeting rooms or any other function. 

Perhaps the ultimate flexibility is Barret's ability to be any type of building that future college 
officials choose it to be. There are no load-bearing interior walls in the building. The structure is 
supported by concrete and steel reinforced columns on approximately 45-foot-deep concrete and 
steel reinforced piers. More than 500 of these foundation piers support the steel superstructure. 

"A great deal of the money in this building is in concrete and steel," said Johnson. 
Interior walls can be erected or torn down anywhere, anytime, providing limitless options in how 

the building functions in the future. 
"Barret will make a big difference in the life of the campus no matter what," said Johnson. "But 

what big difference it makes will depend on the human element." 
For now, at least, the human element on campus appears plenty happy with the possibilities and 

promise of the Paul Barret, Jr. Library. And as the college's chief business officer Allen Boone 
speculated, "Mr. Barret is surely smiling." 
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Barret: The Inside Story 

By Helen Watkins Norman 

The reading room in the apse of the 
Paul Barret, Jr. Library 

Somewhere, deep inside the honey-

hued walls of Rhodes' new Paul Barret, 

Jr. Library, a time capsule lies hidden. 

Three men who helped build Barret 

placed it there: Larry Pillow and Danny 

Grinder, who supervised the building's 

construction, and the masonry foreman 

Bill Carmack. Each wrote a letter and 

folded it inside a King James Bible. 

They secured the Bible in a waterproof 

bag and concealed it behind stone and 

mortar for future generations to discover. 
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The nave of the library. Computers that access 
the library's holdings are to the left: the reference 
desk is to the right. 

A secret time capsule is just one of the surprises 
embedded in Barret, a 136,000-square-foot gem of Gothic 
splendor and 21st-century efficiency. Through the grand 
entrance, up an imposing staircase, down handsome 
corridors, behind etched glass doors—no matter which 
path one follows, a surprise awaits at the end. 

From the star-spangled dome atop the curved, second-
floor reading room to the cloistered exterior walkways 
where laptop users can access the network wirelessly, 
Barret is a repository of unexpected treats and treasures. 
This is not your grandparents'—or your parents'—library. 

"We dream of a library that is the new heart of the 
campus, serving as its architectural, intellectual and 
emotional center," said Dr. William E. Troutt, president of 
the college, when ground was broken for the new facility. 
Here's how Barret lives up to that dream, and then some. 

Cool Quarters and Collaborative 
Work Space 

Library planners were led by Troutt, architect Jane 

Wright, vice presidents Bob Johnson, Robert Llewellyn 
and Allen Boone and included the chair of the faculty 
committee on information and technology Steve Ceccoli, 
library director Lynne Blair and director of information 
technology services Charles Lemond '69. The group 
had tall orders for the new facility that would carry the 
Paul Barret, Jr. name. Not only did they envision greatly 
enlarged space for the library's collections and innovative 
technology, they imagined a structure that would 

"transform students, transform the campus and transform 
the work we do," as one planning document noted. The 
facility was to knit together academic, extracurricular and 
residential elements of campus. 

How do you build a library that does all that? By 
building a library that is more than a library—a 
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The Special Collections Reading Room, the area 
in which the college's archives are housed. Star 
attractions are President Charles E. Diehl's rolltop 
desk (left) and linenfold desk (by the window). 
The library table and chairs in the center have 
been at the college since 1925. The wall paneling 
reflects that on Dr. Diehl's desk. 

combination library/technology information hub, student 
hangout and collaborative work arena. 

Barret addresses many of the learning space needs on 
campus. A drawing card for the building is the abundance of 
collaborative work space, areas where groups of students or 
students and faculty can gather to work on a project or topic, 
academic or extracurricular. This is especially important given 
Rhodes' growing emphasis on learning through service and 
student-learning projects oriented to helping others. 

"Faculty are finding the efficiency of having students 
work in pairs or in threes or fours," noted Bill Short '71, 
the library's coordinator of public services. "If you and I 
work together, your ideas spark my ideas and we each get a 
new version of our idea back." 

There are 20 group study rooms of various size and 
configuration in the building, separated from public space 
by glass partitions. Except for several of the larger ones, 
which are scheduled for seminar-sized classes, all are 
available to students and faculty either on a first-come, 
first-served basis or via advanced scheduling. 

"The library is not just a building anymore. It's a building 
that offers all this space for interaction," said Short. "We 
expect some faculty to use the library as their 'office hours' 
meeting space. Some have already started doing this." 

Having the library's vast resources within reach can 
enhance the faculty's time with students and provide solid 
direction for student research. 

And to make Barret even more inviting to users, officials 
rolled out the Rhodes carpet for students and faculty—
literally. A crimson and gold Axminster wool carpet, 
patterned with the Rhodes seal and milled in Scotland, 
was made especially for the library. Rhodes purchased 
1,710 square yards of the seal carpet for use in primary 
locations in the building. 
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Ceiling of the east side conference room on the 
second floor 

Injecting Barret with an aura of permanence and 
tradition are the furnishings and materials used inside 
the building. A highly moldable, glass fiber reinforced 
gypsum creates columns, balconies and arches that look 
like they are made of stone but are much less heavy and 
expensive than the real thing. Color-coordinated couches, 
tables and chairs with an English Gothic style contribute 
to the warm feel of the new library. Many of the pieces 
were custom designed for Rhodes, including exceptionally 
comfortable black leather chairs modeled after an English 
men's club chair. Most of the seating was comfort-tested 
by students during the building planning process. 

The Tech/Research Pas de Deux 
Barret is striking for its old-world grandeur, but perhaps 

even more impressive is the way this four-level building 
serves the modern student. For the first time in Rhodes' 
history, the new facility marries library research and 
information technology. 

"This is 'one stop shopping' for our students," said Dr. 
Charlie Lemond '69, director of Information Technology 
Services. "We now have all this equipment available in one 
place. Before, you had to run all over campus." Prior to Barret, 
campus computers and various media technology were located 
in Buckman and Hassell Halls as well as Burrow Library. 

Barret contains more than 200 computers, the majority 
of them new, environmentally-friendly Dells. Among this 
number are wireless laptops that students can check out at 
the checkout/reserve desk. In addition, there are three new 
state-of-the-art computer labs (one of them specifically 
designed for instruction on how to use the library and its 
multitude of databases). The labs are located in a section 
that can be closed off from the rest of the library. During 
portions of the semester when the academic workload 
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Students in one of the new computer labs 

climbs, the college allows students to access the labs after hours when the library is closed. 
The main floor also has an assistive technology room with equipment and software designed to aid 

those who are sight- or hearing-impaired. 
Barret's lower level (below ground) houses the college's entire Information Technology staff 

as well as the library cataloging staff. It also is home to a new media center, which contains the 
college's complete collection of nonbook media: videos, CDs from the old Adams Music Library in 
Hassell Hall, DVDs, slides. 

There are Gothic-styled wooden carrels with 12 listening/viewing stations. Above several of the 
carrels, a jazzy neon light reminds visitors that traditional doesn't have to be boring. Down the hall a 
32-seat viewing theatre with stadium seating serves film and other media-intensive classes. There are 
also three smaller viewing rooms with plasma televisions. Across from the viewing rooms, behind 
glass partitions etched with the Rhodes seal, are two of Barret's three computer labs. 

No matter where you are in the building, Barret is wireless. Students can surf the Internet sitting 
outside under the repeating arches of the cloistered walkway—thanks to yards of conduit that run 
overhead in the ceiling—or studying in one of the custom-designed oak carrels (each with a window 
view) that hug the exterior walls of each floor. 

Furthermore, Barret's reference and information desk in the main lobby–or "nave" as it is called—
features a single point of contact where students , can get help with both library research/reference 
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questions and computer issues. Looking for resources for that paper on the Reformation? A library 
specialist is at the ready. Need help when your computer fails to load images from the ArtStor 
database? That's when someone from the computer help desk becomes your new best friend. The 
computer help desk is staffed during prime weekday hours. 

The reference area of Barret looks vastly different from its predecessor in Burrow Library (Burrow 
served Rhodes for more than 50 years). 

"The concept of a great room has fallen by the wayside because technology leads us to use spaces in 
different ways," said librarian Bill Short. 

A line of flat-screen monitors takes the place of the card catalogue, and the rows of reading tables 
are gone, replaced by waist-high reference shelves where students can do a quick check of a source. 
Nearby carrels allow more in-depth study. 

For students who need more intense or advanced help on a project, Barret offers an "information 
commons" staffed by library specialists who can work at length with a student. It is located on the 
main floor just past the reference area and periodicals. Nearby are digital microfilm and microfiche 
readers that allow students to scan images and incorporate them directly onto their computer as a 
primary source. 

"An exciting new space on the second floor is the Teaching and Learning Center," according to 
Rhodes chief information officer Bob Johnson. "This is the most experimental space in the building. 
Here faculty can try out new teaching styles, new research strategies and new technology, and 
students can produce computer and media presentations for their classes." 

Although the library is holding back a considerable part of its Teaching and Learning Center 
budget for future technologies, the area opened this fall with a number of new computers as well as 
sophisticated multimedia production equipment for audio and video editing and scanning. 

"Nobody owns this space," explained Bill Short. 
It will have multiple users, like the Greek and Roman Studies Department that uses the space for 

"virtual" global classes. Imagine participating in an online archaeological conference with faculty and 
students from around the country discussing the results of a recent dig. Connecting with the world 
in new ways is a primary focus of the Teaching and Learning Center. 

Stacks Appeal 
Bibliophiles can rejoice. Barret is still also about the books. Whereas some collegiate libraries of late 

have packed up their books for off-site storage, Barret celebrates books and gives them room to grow 
on two spacious floors of stacks. In contrast to the dimly-lit Burrow stacks with their low ceilings and 
cramped shelving, the Barret stacks feature lighting that is four times brighter, wider aisles and plenty 
of seating from comfortable couches to cushioned chairs to get-down-to-business carrels. 

"It's so well lit, we can actually see what we have," quipped Lynne Blair, the director of the library 
and one of the key planners of the new facility. 

The first floor "new books" reading room is double its previous size. Moreover, there is plenty of 
room for books previously dispersed around campus. Books from the chemistry, physics, music and 
math/computer science libraries have been blended into Barret's collection. 

This fall the Paul Barret, Jr. Library opened with 285,000 volumes, 45,000 electronic books, 1,200 
print periodicals and 90,500 microfilms. Additionally, the library has licensed access to more than 
10,000 online journals. Staffers note that the Rhodes library collection has been carefully built over 
the years by both teaching faculty and library staff. Materials chosen represent good resources for 
undergraduate instruction in a liberal arts college. 
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The Barret library currently has the capacity to hold 500,000 volumes, more if it moves into 
unfinished expansion space on the lower level of the building. Thanks in part to a recent gift from 
longtime benefactor Clarence Day, the volume total will edge upward. Day made the gift in honor 
of President Troutt and stipulated that the monies be used in whatever area Dr. Troutt designated. 
The president chose the library. 

"This gift will help improve the material resources in Barret," said director Lynne Blair, "and will 
be a wonderful step toward achieving our goal of bringing the collection up to the same level of 
excellence as our fantastic new building." 

New Flair for the Rare 
No longer relegated to the basement or back rooms of Burrow Library, the college's special 

collections get top billing in Barret. The elegantly appointed Special Collections Reading Room, 
located on the main floor, is home to the college's Halliburton Collection, the Rhodes Archives and 
the Walter Armstrong, Jr. Rare Book Collection. 

The room's furniture reflects Rhodes' storied past and includes the rolltop desk that Dr. Charles 
Diehl used to plan the college's move to Memphis in 1925. Another desk, used by Presidents Diehl, 
Peyton Rhodes and James Daughdrill, Jr., is in the center of the room, its unique linenfold wooden 
carving reprised in the handsome red oak paneling that circles the room. 
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Media Center listening carrels 

Built into the paneling are seven glass cases where the college can display the best of its large 
collection of letters, books and mementos of famous adventurer Richard Halliburton. A 1920s-
'30s vintage Indiana Jones, Halliburton captivated the world with books about his daring travels 
and experiences. The crowning glory is a collection of 10 custom-made scrapbooks-900 pages 
of news clips and photos of the larger-than-life author. Halliburton Tower on campus was built 
in his memory by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Halliburton of Memphis. 

In Barret, Rhodes' rare book collection and archives are now housed in expanded space, a vault 
that is climate-controlled (a perfect 68 degrees and 50 percent humidity). It is located just behind 
the Special Collections Reading Room's paneled wall. 

Among Rhodes' 10,000 rare book holdings—many of them from the late Memphis attorney Walter 
Armstrong, Jr.—are signed first editions of 18th- and 19th-century British and American writers. Tom 
Davis, a former Rhodes trustee, also donated to the collection an early set of Robert Burns' works as 
well as works by other British authors. 

The college also has a wonderful collection of early Bibles dating back to the 16th and 17th 
centuries, according to archivist Elizabeth Gates. The collection includes a circa 1617 King James 
as well as a 1582 Geneva or "Breeches" Bible, so named because it refers to Adam and Eve sewing 
fig leaves for themselves and creating "breeches." Faculty and students in the Religious Studies 
Department frequently use the Bibles for class. 
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The cloistered walkway beside the Southern 
Literary Garden on the east side of the building 

For tripping down Rhodes' memory lane, the new vault 
provides plenty of space for reuniting all of the college 
archives in one central place and storing the artifacts for easy 
retrieval. Volumes of the student newspaper The Sou'wester 
dating back to 1919 share shelf space with boxes of the 
college's presidential papers and scrapbooks, like the one 
that chronicles the college's long-remembered 1938 football 
win over Vanderbilt. There are also books by Rhodes alumni 
and faculty as well as books about the college. Trivia buffs 
will be happy to note that former college President Charles 
Diehl's distinctive green felt hat has a home there, too, 
alongside an egg with Halliburton Tower painted on its face 
as well as various other college mementos. 

The newest additions to the college's special collections 
that reside in Barret are neither Rhodes memorabilia nor 
limited edition books. They are 36 rare and valuable original 
photographs by Edward S. Curtis, given to the college by 
Robert and Anne Riley Bourne of Camden, TN, both of 
the class of 1954. Curtis was considered one of America's 
leading photographers in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
He photographed and documented more than 80 Native 
American tribes living in the western United States. 

A history class led by Dee Garceau-Hagen, associate 
professor of history, will write interpretive text for an 
exhibition of these photographs January-March, 2006 
at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art across from the 
college in Overton Park. Subsequently, the photographs 
will reside permanently in Barret, where plans call for a 
rotating display of some of the prints. 

Blooms for Barret 
Concluding the tour of Barret is a trip outdoors where 

a Southern Literary Garden fills a rectangular patch of 
green on the east side of the building. There, one can 
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The Middle Ground, the student-named coffee 
shop in the south wing of the library 

observe a pear tree like the one Eudora Welty mentions 
in "A Curtain of Green," the wisteria about which Carson 
McCullers writes in "The Haunted Boy" or the ivy that 
warranted its own poem by Robert Penn Warren ("Time 
is nothing to the ivy."). Plantings include a metasequoia, 
laurel, verbena, roses, lilac, holly, peach tree, pussy willow, 
daylilies and daffodils. 

Carol R. Johnson, a nationally-known landscape 
architect from Boston, designed the literary garden with 
help from Professors Michael Leslie and Leslie Petty of 
the Rhodes English Department. 

Quarts of Caffeine 
As you step through the massive tower doors of Barrett 

you have a choice: Head north and enter the library proper, 
or head south and cross into an espresso bar to grab a cup 
of coffee first. Starbucks products are sold in the cafe/study 
lounge—The Middle Ground—which is managed by the 
college food service, Aramark. The Middle Ground—
named by students—is a hip and high-tech coffee house 
complete with granite counter tops, comfortable chairs and 
tables for study or conversation, six computers for checking 
e-mail and four more for general use—all in a wireless 
environment—and a plasma television for watching sports 
and news. The "Bean's List," a menu board that hints at its 
academic setting, lists every coffee and tea drink known to 
young adults as well as sushi, specialty salads and gourmet 
sandwiches. 

Outside of the residence halls, the Middle Ground is the 
ONLY space on campus open to students 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, a major attraction for today's nocturnal 
collegians. 

Coffee, they feel, helps too. 
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PAUL BARRET, JR. LIBRARY TIMELINE 
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A Sense of Providence 

By Helen Watkins Norman 
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At first glance, John P. Douglas '48 and Graves C. Leggett don't appear to have a great deal in common. 
Douglas, who is happily retired from a long career as vice president of Barretville Bank &Trust Co., spends 
his time reading, tutoring for the literacy council, playing bridge and participating in a Bible study group. 
Leggett, a former Barretville Bank real estate appraiser, says he'll never stop working. "Paul told me I was the 
only person he ever knew who had no hobbies," Leggett recalls. "I told him work is my hobby." 

Leggett was a longtime business associate of Barret's who toured banking properties with him every 
week. The two always lunched together on Tuesdays. "Paul was not a big talker, but he would always answer 
questions," he recalls. "I asked him one day what he wanted to happen to his money when he was gone. I was 
just making conversation. He was in good health, and I never dreamed I would outlive him. He said, `I want 
to remember Southwestern (now Rhodes College), my church and charity' 

Douglas was a lifetime friend and banking colleague who attended high school with Barret before the two 
were classmates at Rhodes. 

Leggett is Baptist while Douglas is Presbyterian. The two share a firm conviction that funding a new library 
for Rhodes from the Paul Barret, Jr. Testamentary Trust was providential. 

The trust stipulated that funds were to be distributed to nonprofits throughout Shelby County, TN. As 
trustees, the two were inundated with requests. Douglas said, "As I recall, the requests amounted to about 
$500 million."The assets of the trust totaled $75 million. 

Rhodes president William Troutt said, "Graves and John were very generous with their time. We met often 
and discussed a variety of possibilities. When I shared a rendering of a potential new library for Rhodes, it 
captured their attention and imagination as a possible memorial to their dear friend." (See A Remarkable 
Story.) Those meetings occurred at the college, at Douglas's home and, frequently, at Miss Sipp's, a catfish 
restaurant in Millington. Troutt says, "I experienced the best catfish and the finest fellowship to be had in this 
part of the country" 

Leggett says that the idea of a library, " just struck me as so appealing. I think that was providence. I think 
Paul would be real proud if he could see what his money did at this college and all over the county." 

Douglas says, "We did the best we could to follow his instructions." 

"The project has been a lesson in persistence and patience," says President Troutt. "It has also been a time 
to gain deep appreciation for Paul Barret, Jr. and the trustees. He was a wise man to entrust his legacy with 
these two friends."  Ill 

LEFT: Barret trustees Graves Leggett, left. and John Douglas '48 
with President Troutt 
NEXT PAGE: Southeast view of the Paul Barret. Jr. Library 

rhodes.edu 	 FALL 2005 • RHODES 	33 



,.,..,,..,...,..,..,,,.,_____ 
,_ 

-  ---,.-„,._ :._.•.....„,__ -..._.:___ ,,,_ z_, •.,,,..„.....„.„, „....„...,......,...,_ ..,„.  
'"....,'"`■■■-v,,,, 	.....,t 
it., ,, ,...,.. ...., 1, 	

,.....,,,i`v...,,Z.... .., 
''.`,V.,̀.,__ ■ ......-''' .",..Z.'. 
vi 	41i,Z.`,..•■■■•■.7.2...4.1, N. 	,...__ ,,,.... 

,,,•■ •■■•:+7"‘".... ,,k,„,..-..,,,,,,....■-, 11.:11,..,,,Att-7.•,„..N..-Z-.. '......14.- 

ti 





Centuries of Good 

As a founder of one of the country's 

largest law firms, Lewis Donelson '38 has 

handled many interesting cases and has 

been involved in situations that are already 

written into history books. A few stand out 

in his mind. 

• As a member of the Memphis City Council during the 1968 sanitation workers' strike, he 
worked hard to forge an agreement between the city and the union. 

• He recently represented a group of 77 rural school systems in a successful lawsuit to force the 
state of Tennessee to fund its public schools so that children from poorer districts have the same 
opportunity to receive a quality education as children from wealthier districts. 

• He served as the state's chief operating officer in the 1980s during the Lamar Alexander 
administration. 

Then there were his duties as attorney for the Paul Barret, Jr. Testamentary Trust, which involved 
handling the sale of two banks and advising the trustees on the awarding of $75 million to nonprofit 
organizations in Shelby County, TN. The complicated bank transactions took 2 1/2 years. Then 
Donelson interviewed every person who submitted a proposal. 

"I  have just written the history of our law firm, and this case is certainly in it," he said. 
Donelson and the two trustees, John P. Douglas '48 and Graves C. Leggett, read and discussed 

each application, then decided on a course of action. 
"We chose to make our decision about Rhodes first, and we talked a lot about what to do here. Paul 

said to me, 'Take care of our college,' but would not specify how or which other charities he wanted 
to support. He wanted John and Graves to give the money away. He trusted them completely." 

The veteran attorney recalls that Douglas and Leggett were intrigued by the symmetry of funding 
a library at Rhodes. 

"They thought it would be appropriate, that since Paul's aunt and uncle funded the Burrow Library, 
the new one should be funded by Paul's trust and named for him." 

Regarding his own feelings in the matter, Donelson says simply, "It is a great joy to know I was 
involved in doing this for the college." 

President Troutt agrees. "Lewie Donelson was a wonderful counsel to the trustees and to me." 
Although headed for the University of Virginia until an illness in the family changed his plans, 

the young Donelson refused to leave Southwestern when offered the opportunity. 
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"I  loved Southwestern and  I  love Rhodes," he said.  "I 
had a wonderful experience here and received an amazing 
education." 

A shrewd business practitioner himself, Donelson 
appreciates the acumen of Paul Barret,  Jr. 

"Unlike many people who inherit an asset,  Paul  didn't 
just sit on the bank his father founded.  It  was small when 
he took it over and he turned it into a powerhouse." 

And, he noted, the resulting assets  funded  many worthy 
causes. 

"I hope the good will last for centuries," he  concluded. 

ABOVE: Lewis Donelson '38 
NEXT PAGE: Evening view from the east 
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Celebrating the New 
Campus Hub 

By Martha Hunter Shepard '66 

The towers of Rhodes: The 
major tower of the Paul 
Barret. Jr. Library stands 20 
feet shorter than the Richard 
Halliburton Memorial Tower, 
dedicated in 1962 

A Remarkable Story 
Paul Barret, Jr. graduated from Rhodes in 1946 with a B.A. in history. The chairman of 

Barretville Bank & Trust Co., now Trustmark National Bank north of Memphis, died in November 
1999 after a long illness. His legacy to Rhodes and the people of Shelby County is immeasurable. 
Through the good offices of Barret's longtime friends and business associates Graves C. Leggett and 
John P. Douglas '48, trustees for the Paul Barret, Jr. Testamentary Trust, and Lewis Donelson '38, 
attorney for the trust, Rhodes College now celebrates the opening of the Paul Barret, Jr. Library, 
and countless organizations in Shelby County, TN, are benefiting from the trust's seemingly 
boundless generosity. 

Barret told the trustees before his death that he wanted them to "remember Southwestern," the 
name of the college from 1925-84. President William E. Troutt consequently met with trustees 
Leggett and Douglas several times. In their initial conversations they discussed establishing 
scholarships at Rhodes in Barret's memory. More meetings followed. 
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t became increasingly clear that a physical memorial would be the most 
meaningful way to preserve the memory of Paul Barret, Jr. on campus," 
said Troutt. 

In March 2000, Rhodes invited Richard W. Boss of Information Systems 
Consultants Inc., Kensington, MD, to investigate the possibility of expanding 
or renovating Burrow Library to meet the college's needs. Boss recommended 
more than doubling the library space, but cautioned that renovation would 
be prohibitive due to disruption of services during construction at Burrow 
as well as at nearby buildings. The overriding concern among faculty and 
administration was: How do we create a modern library, one that provides 
adequate space and flexibility for today and the future? 

"Robert Johnson, vice president of Information Services, shared Boss's 
conclusions—that there was no way to renovate and expand Burrow to 
meet those needs," Troutt said. "A new library would cost as much as $40 
million. The situation was becoming critical. I heard clearly from the campus 
community that this was our most critical need. 

"I asked the architects for a rendering of what a new library might look like 
and showed it to Graves and John. The potential appearance began to capture 
their imagination, and after much discussion they agreed to a $20 million 
commitment. 

"I received permission to share this wonderful commitment with the Rhodes 
Trustees at their January retreat, but when chairman Spence Wilson's mother 
suffered a serious accident just prior to the meeting, he could not attend and the 
announcement was deferred." 

During the next months the financial markets went into a serious slump and 
Troutt became concerned about being unable to raise the additional funds in a 
timely manner. After much thought, he decided to go back and ask the Barret 
trustees to fund the entire project. An extra $15 million, he reasoned, could earn 
enough to fund the $40 million library when construction was completed. With 
the idea of a memorial firmly in mind, Troutt told the trustees that there would 
be no other names on the building. It would be Paul Barret, Jr.'s building, and no 
one else's. 

After that meeting, two long weeks passed with no response to Troutt's 
proposal. There was no written commitment from the trust at that point, and 
Troutt was concerned the already-committed $20 million might be in peril. 
Then one day Donelson called. 

"Are you sitting down?" he asked. "John and Graves have decided to commit 
the full $35 million." 

On April 30, 2001, Troutt assembled the college community in Hardie 
Auditorium, where Donelson announced the gift. The audience erupted in 
gasps, then cheers. After much rejoicing, Donelson, Leggett and Douglas 

Paul Barret Sr. and Jr. in the 1960s 
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ABOVE: the Barret store in Barretville, now 
Peacock Corners Antiques and tea room 
RIGHT: Paul Barret's home in Barretville 

were issued heroic-sized Paul 
Barret, Jr. Library cards. The three 
turned the first shovelfuls of earth at 
groundbreaking ceremonies on the 
crisp, clear morning of December 12, 
2002. 

For Troutt, the project has been one 
of balancing the needs of the college 
with those of the donor. 

"It's a beautiful match," Troutt said, 
and the utmost accomplishment of his 
professional life. "One of the greatest 
joys of this job is helping donors 
clarify their deepest dreams and 
connect them with the college's most 
pressing priorities."  al 
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Paul Barret Jr. as a Rhodes student 

Paul Weisiger Barret, Jr. 
When Paul Barret, Jr. enrolled at the college in 1942, he wrote 

on the form that he stood 5' 11" and weighed 130 pounds. In 

answer to the question, "why did you choose Southwestern?" 

he responded, "good school, near home." Even then he got to 

the bottom line quickly. 

In 1946 Barret graduated with a B.A. degree in history. He 

was treasurer of his junior class and a member of Omicron Delta 

Kappa honorary leadership fraternity. After commencement he 

headed for work as a ginner and cotton buyer at the Barret 

Co. He later joined Barretville Bank & Trust Co., an enterprise 

established in 1920 by his father, a Shelby County business 

and political leader who served as a member of the Shelby 

County Quarterly Court (now the Shelby County Commission) 

from 1942-66. Paul, Jr. assumed control of the bank when his 

father died in 1976. 

Paul, Jr. lived on Barret Road in the heart of Barretville, 

founded by the Barret family in the 1850s, about "250 yards 

from the bank," he liked to point out. 

Under his leadership the bank prospered. In 1989 Money 

magazine selected the bank as "one of the safest banks in 

America." Barret only remarked in his modest way, "I'm real 

proud of it. I've made copies of it and put them around our 

lobbies." 

Barret was a private person. At the same time, he was a man 

of action who loved boats and fast cars (always red); a souped-

up Corvette was one of his favorites. He also loved flying, a thrill 

that led to the installation of a runway and hangar at Barretville. 

Through the years Barret generously supported the college, 

serving as a member of the President's Council and the 1980-

81 president of the Red and Black Society. 
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Beloved Friend 
By Mariellen Gillespie Thompson 

Mariellen Thompson of Rosemark, TN, a retired teacher, wrote the following tribute to Paul Barret, Jr., her 
lifelong friend. Her personal interest in Rhodes begins with her daughter Mary Nell Thompson Billings '75 and 
granddaughter Mary Billings '07. 

Paul Barret, Jr., my beloved friend of 70 years, my fellow church member of the Rosemark First Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., fellow Sunday school teacher and elder, I write about you this day knowing full well you 
never cared for accolades heaped upon you. I am compelled to tell others of your life that was filled with love 
for God, compassion for those in need and the sincere desire to share your blessings with others. 

One of Paul's favorite Scriptures was Micah 6:8: "And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" Paul learned this lesson well and applied it to 
his everyday life. 

When Dr. William Troutt, president of Rhodes College, came to the Rosemark First Presbyterian Church 
on March 6, 2005, he chose this as his Scripture, not knowing it was one of Paul's favorites. Dr. Troutt said 
that these words from Micah stated, proclaimed and exemplified the mission of service of Rhodes College. 

Dedication to the Rosemark First Presbyterian Church lasted throughout Paul's life. He gave great care 
and attention to every detail of its beauty and maintenance. The first church was built in 1878 and later 
burned. The present church was built in 1918. It was just a plain, square brick building. Paul, along with the 
congregation, became interested in updating the building. 

When my mother and I heard an Allen organ at a Christmas concert in Memphis, I came home and told 
Paul about the wonderful sound of it. His response was, "Go buy one for the church." I did. 

After Paul's mother and father died, he wanted to give a stained glass window to the church in their 
memory. He asked me to design it. When I told him that I had never designed a stained glass window, he 
looked me straight in the eye and said in a simple but stern manner, "Design the window." Happily, I did. 

At his request I designed walnut chairs to match the antique pulpit chairs, as well as the kitchen and light 
fixtures in the sanctuary. I always felt grateful for his trust. Helping him was always a pleasant experience. 

When he was in his 20s, Paul taught the adult Sunday school class, became a deacon and later, an elder. 
He taught for more than 40 years. 

At the beginning of World War II, Paul wanted to be a Navy pilot but was turned down because of a heart 
condition. His disappointment was great. Many years later he would undergo an intricate but successful 
heart valve operation at Mayo Clinic. Not wanting a fuss made over him, he told only a handful of people, 
characteristic of his not wanting attention brought to himself 

As a little boy, Paul would sit in a cardboard box and pretend to be a pilot. His first flying lesson was at age 
13. When he was 16 he earned his pilot's license, went to Texas and flew back his first plane. 

Paul loved to fly. There was no doubt in anyone's mind that he was an expert pilot. After all, when God 
took him at age 74, he had been flying for 58 years! Over those years he flew an average of three days a week. 
Everyone said that he could fly between the branches of a tree—and he did. Sometimes he would swoop 
down just to wave "hello" to us earthbound folks. His safety record was enviable, having had only two 
mechanical mishaps. On the first occasion, the engine exploded, yet he landed the plane safely in a soybean 
field. The other time, the controls jammed after a mechanic had left a tool in the wrong place. Paul coolly 
landed in a cotton field, the wheels of the plane fitting exactly between the rows. 

The skies over Barretville and Rosemark are quiet now. We miss hearing Paul come and go on his 
countless flying trips. But we know that God is in heaven and if he needs someone to fly the saints around, 

Mariellen Thompson, lifelong friend of Paul Barret. Jr., in 
front of the window she designed in memory of Barret's 
parents at the Rosemark First Presbyterian Church 
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he has the right man for the job. 
Paul's Porsche, his boat and planes were fast. He loved speeding. He flew to all of 

the major car races such as Daytona and Indianapolis. His prized possession was a 
pit pass. "A what?" I asked one day. Feigning disgust at my ignorance, he explained 
that it is a permission slip that allows you to go into the mechanics' area where they 
feverishly work on the cars coming in from the race for repairs. 

"Of course," I said. "Everyone knows what a 'pit pass' is!" 
One of Paul's favorite sports was basketball. After graduating from Bolton High 

School, he continued to support its athletic program, many times flying players' 
mothers to tournaments so they could watch their sons play. 

You would think that being a person of wealth and the "boss," Paul would take 
advantage of his authority and come and go as he pleased. Not so. His work ethic was 

ABOVE. Walnut 
baptismal font 
and chancel chairs. 
designed to coordinate 
with the original (right) 
RIGHT: Peacock and 
hen, descendants of 
Barret's original flock 
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such that he kept the same hours as the employees. He looked forward to Wednesday 
afternoons off just like everyone else. He always kept his commitments. One was to 
attend church every Sunday morning for worship. No matter where he intended to go 
on Sunday he was always in his seat in the last pew on the right side facing the pulpit. 
Like a true Presbyterian, he liked to sit in the back where he could "see everyone." 

Entertaining his friends made Paul extremely happy. Justine's, owned by one of his 
friends, was one of his favorite places to dine. His bank banquets, usually held once 
or twice a year, were there. Some 60 people were treated to gourmet food, beautiful 
flowers and music. 

When the bank closed on Wednesday afternoons, friends could expect something 
fun to do. You might be invited "somewhere" for lunch. The "somewhere" might be 
Gatlinburg, Reelfoot Lake, New Orleans. You had better be very hungry! Paul liked 
to order all kinds of food. Once at lunch at a mountaintop restaurant in the Smoky 
Mountains, the waiter had to bring a side table to hold all of the food. 

The beautiful peacocks and peahens that rule over the Barret and Matthews yards 
at Barretville were always a source of pleasure for Paul. When he flew to pick them 
up in their little bundles with their tiny heads sticking out, he didn't know how much 
fun they would be later. All 30 of them knew what time to be at the door to get their 
treats, and they would circle the plane or car to see what was going on when he would 
be underneath, working on one or the other. Imagine 30 sets of little eyes staring at 
you at same time. 

Presents were the order of the day. Countless times, "Bud," as his family called him, 
would be in New Orleans for a day going to a football game or having lunch or dinner. 
When he was there for several days, he always shopped, mostly in the French Quarter, 
for a present for his beloved mother Sallie Lou. Over the years, she received many 
beautiful gifts from him, each one cherished and enjoyed. I can still hear her voice on 
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The Rosemark First Presbyterian Church 

the telephone when she would excitedly say, "Come see what Bud brought me yesterday from New Orleans." 
How he loved bringing happiness into her life. 

Paul didn't have to have an invitation to give a wedding, anniversary, baby or birthday present to someone. 
He sent flowers to churches, funerals, parties and hospitals. Once, he gave a 50th wedding anniversary 
cruise on the Delta Queen to a couple. Knowing their schedule, he flew to New Orleans when they docked, 
treated them to a fine dinner and flew home afterward. 

Two of the ministers and their families who influenced Paul's life were his friends Dr. John Millard (the 
late pastor emeritus of Evergreen Presbyterian Church) and Dr. Paul Tudor Jones '32 (late pastor emeritus of 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church), both of whom served as interim ministers of the Rosemark First Presbyterian 
Church. Both of these spiritual leaders also greatly influenced the life and success of Rhodes College. 

When I was elected our church's first woman elder, Paul was overjoyed. On Sunday morning, October 5, 
1997, our communion seemed especially meaningful. We didn't know it, but it would be Paul's last. Early 
on October 7, he suffered his first debilitating stroke. On October 9, his 74th birthday, he was in intensive 
care fighting for his life. Using bright colors, I made a huge birthday card for him, and the nurses were kind 
enough to tape it to the wall where he could see it. He tried to speak but couldn't. I knew he was saying 

"thank you." 
Paul always shared. He believed time was wasted unless he had his dear friends with him to enjoy the 

airplane, the boat, the car, the dinners and special days and times. 
He once told me he felt the need to give back to others because he would not have been successful without 

his community of supporters. 
I thank you for living the words of Micah 6:8, for your countless kindnesses, your compassion and concern 

for the needy, your devotion to your church and loyalty to your alma mater. 
May God hold you eternally in his loving arms, my beloved friend, Paul Barret, Jr. 
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THE PAUL BARRET, JR. LIBRARY 

A memorial to Paul Barret, Jr. Class of 1946 

1923-1999 

Prominent alumnus; 

Mid-South business and civic leader; 

Chairman, the Barretville Bank and Trust Company; 

Faithful churchman. 

His devotion to his alma mater lives now for all time. 

This architectural masterwork, the Paul Barret, Jr. Library, 

reflects the high standards that are at the heart of this college. 

It stands to enhance learning at Rhodes across 

generations to come and to inspire all who enter here 

to affirm the value of the inquiring mind. 

The man who enters a library is in the best society this world affords; 
the good and the great welcome barn, surround him, and humbly ask 

to be allowed to become his servants." 

— Andrew Carnegie 

Dedicated October 7, 2005 

The Paul Barret, Jr. Library Album 

In Gratitude 

LEFT; The plaque at the entrance 
to the Paul Barret. Jr. Library 
BELOW: The memorial plaque to 
Francisco Javier Hernandez 

IN MEMORY OF 
FRANCISCO JAVIER HERNANDEZ 

OF 
SAN FRANCISCO DE RINCON, MEXICO 

1958-2004 
CARPENTER  FOR THE PAUL BARRET,  JR. LIBRARY 

"EN LA  CASA DE MI PADRE MUCHAS  MORADAS HAY" 
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Senior Book Brigade 

Ribbon-cutting ceremonies were held 
August 23, 2005. Distinguished guests 
included Lewis Donelson '38, left. and 
former United States senator and 
ambassador to Japan Howard Baker of the 
Memphis-based Baker Donelson law firm, 
below. 

Y. 4 
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On May 10, 2005, four days from graduation, 
Rhodes seniors revived the 1953 practice of 
helping move books into the new library. It was 
Burrow Library in 1953, and the Paul Barret, Jr. 
Library in 2005. 
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They Built Barret 

Some 600 of the workers who built the Paul Barret, Jr. Library were treated to a barbecue and the deep 

appreciation of the college July 30, 2005, in the Bryan Campus Life Center 

The Paul Barret, Jr. Lecture Series 

The Barret Lectures celebrate the opening of the Paul 

Barret, Jr. Library with a year-long succession of speakers 

whose focus is the progression of the early stages of literacy 

to the future of publication and scholarship, within the 

context of the significance of opening a new library. 

• At Opening Convocation September 23, the first speaker, 

novelist Alberto Manguel, noted widely for his work A History 

of Reading, spoke on the development of writing and the 

history of reading. Born in Buenos Aires, Manguel went on 

to become author Jorge Luis Borges' reader. Manguel then 

worked in publishing in Italy, France and England, founding 

the first Tahitian publishing house. He has written numerous 

books, including News from a Foreign Country Came, which 

won the McKitterick Prize for best novel. A History of Reading, 

won him international acclaim. The Ark in the Garden: And 

Other Fables for Our Times and Into the Looking-Glass Wood: 

Essays on Words and the World are Manguel's latest books. 

• On October 6, Anthony Grafton, a Renaissance scholar 

and the Henry Putnam University Professor of History at 

Princeton University, will take up where Manguel leaves 

off, discussing the history of the text, particularly, the book. 

In addition to being well-versed in the classics, Grafton 

investigates how scholars today are learning, preserving and 

transforming traditions. He has special interest in the history 

of scholarship and education in the West from antiquity to 

the 19th century. He is author of The Footnote: A Curious 

History and Bring Out Your Dead:The Past as Revelation. 

Grafton holds a B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of 

Chicago. 

• On November 17, Ed Ayers, dean of the College and 

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at the University 

of Virginia and a renowned Southern history scholar, will 

introduce Web media to the history of scholarship and the 

changes currently taking place in research and publication. 

Ayers is an advocate for using computertechnology to enhance 

scholarship and teaching. His Internet archive, "Valley of the 

Shadow: Two Communities in the American Civil War," has 

garnered several awards for its contributions to education. It 

makes available thousands of original sources for students 

and scholars to conduct their own research and draw their 

own conclusions about history. He earned an undergraduate 

degree in American studies from the University of Tennessee 

and a master's degree and Ph.D. from Yale University. 

• On March 29, 2006, Janet H. Murray, professor and 

director of graduate studies at the School of Literature, 

Communication and Culture at the Georgia Institute of 

Technology, will give an address on the future of scholarship 

and the role of new media to scholarly discourse. An 

internationally recognized interactive designer, she is the 

author of Hamlet on the Holodeck: The Future of Narrative 

in Cyberspace. She holds a Ph.D. in English from Harvard 

University. 
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While the life of Rhodes 

College is as vibrant as its 

students, the architecture of 

the college is definitely set in 

stone. It is the stone fasLioned 
■Irr- - 

into the collegiate Gothic stile 

that Dr. Diehl called "enduring. 

For, he said, "we were building 

for  generations to come." 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: Seven virtues 
at the west entry to Paul Barret, 
Jr. Library 
RIGHT: The finials atop Barret 
Library's major tower match 
those on Kennedy Hall, built 
in 1925 (foreground). The 
design can also be seen at the 
entrances of Catherine Burrow 
Refectory and Hassell Hall 

Succeeding generations of trustees and presidents have followed Dr. Diehl's dictum, and like his 
predecessors, President William E. Troutt is fiercely determined to uphold Dr. Diehl's vision. 

In his 2000 inaugural address, President Troutt set out initiatives for the college that have 
since become the Rhodes Vision. Included in those initiatives was equipping the campus with 
improved library resources and innovative technology. Another was "to provide a residential place of 
learning that inspires integrity and high achievement through its beauty, its emphasis on values, its 
Presbyterian history and its heritage as a leader in the liberal arts and sciences." 

The Paul Barret, Jr. Library embodies these criteria, enhancing the beauty and inspiration of the 
campus. The architects knew this full well. They also knew the importance of continuity, as they 
repeated architectural details from other campus buildings while adding touches of their own. 

Starting at the top 
The Paul Barret Jr. Library Tower rises 120 feet and is the second highest point on the Rhodes 

campus. Its proportions are based on the Fibonacci series, a series of proportions found in 
nature. Leonardo Fibonacci, a 13th-century Italian mathematician, uncovered the mathematical 
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The Rhodes seal in stained glass graces the minor 
tower (top left). The triskelion motif (right) runs 
throughout the first floor of the library 

relationship of the series; each number 
is the sum of the two preceding 
numbers (1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 
34, 55, etc.). The Fibonacci series 
is frequently found in historic and 
modern architecture, and is the series 
of proportions used by Henry Clinton 
Parrent, Jr., in the design of the 
Richard Halliburton Memorial Tower, 
the highest point on the Rhodes 
campus. 

The finials  at the top the library's 
major tower are the same design as 
those on the buttresses 
of Berthold S. Kennedy Hall and 
the entrances to Catherine Burrow 
Refectory and Hassell Hall. 

The stone crosses found in several 
of the gables reflect the Christian 
and Presbyterian heritage of 
Rhodes College. 

Windows '05 
A tour of Rhodes reveals that some 

of Barret's windows are similar to the 
style used in Burrow Library more than 
50 years ago, reflecting the architects' 
concern for campus continuity. 

Stained glass windows on the 
second floor contain abstract designs 
representing the  trees  in the Rollow 
Avenue of Oaks, planted in 1925 
when the college moved to Memphis 
from Clarksville, TN. 

The yin yang design in the windows 
in the second floor offices represents 
life's opposing forces. 

At the doors 
Above Barret's east walkway are stone carvings of the  trivium and 

quadrivium, the basic elements of a contemporary liberal education, repeated 
from those above the main door of Burrow Library. 

Trivium—Rhetoric (writing desk and quills), Dialectic (two dragons in 
combat), Grammar (scroll and ferrule) 

Quadrivium—Astronomy (astrolabe), Geometry (ruler and compasses) 
Arithmetic (abacus), Music (lyre) 

Above the west entrance to Barret, also in stone, are the  seven virtues.  They 
were to have been placed, but never were, in stained glass in Burrow when it 
was built in 1953. 

Justice (scales), Wisdom (open book), Courage (sword), Temperance (bridle), 
Faith (cross), Hope (anchor), Love (heart) 
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Stained-glass window representing the Rollow 
Avenue of Oaks in the library's minor tower 

Inside 
The Rhodes seal is everywhere to be found, from the 

striking carpet pattern on the first floor to the wooden 
bench frames in the coffee shop to glass doors on the upper 
levels. The jewel in the crown is the stained glass version in 
the third-floor conference room in the minor tower. 

A new symbol in Barret is the triskelion motif on the 
walls of the main floor. It is historically found on Celtic 
crosses, where it is thought to represent the Trinity. The 
symbol has carried other meanings throughout history. It 
has been frequently used to represent solar movements 
such as the sun rising, its zenith and setting. The triskelion 
appears in Greek art dating from the sixth century B.C. 
and on coins throughout history. 

The college's trademark oak paneling runs throughout 
Barret. Special treatment has been given to the college 
archives, where Dr. Diehl's desk is the centerpiece of its 
main room. There, the same linenfold pattern on the 
presidential desk is repeated on the walls. 

Looking heavenward 
The apse at the north end of Barret is high drama indeed. 

The ceiling is painted to represent the arrangement of stars 
on the first day of Rhodes' first year, January 1849, when 
the constellation Lynx ruled the northern evening sky. 

rhodes.edu 
	

FALL 2005 • RHODES 	61 



The apse ceiling painted to represent the 
arrangement of stars on the first day of the college's 
first year, January 1849, when the constellation 
Lynx ruled the northern sky 

In the direction of the constellation is a galaxy cluster 
located far, far away—five billion light years, to be exact, 
with a star-forming region in the same direction that is 
about 12 billion light years distant. In 2003, with aid from 
the Hubble and ground telescopes, astronomers with the 
European Space Agency and NASA identified this remote 
region of star formation, called the Lynx arc, as "a super-
cluster that contains a million blue-white stars twice as 
hot as similar stars in our Milky Way galaxy," according 
to the European Space Agency's Web site. "The Lynx arc 
is nearly one million times brighter than the well-known 
Orion Nebula." 

The college's mascot, the lynx, has never been held in 
such high esteem.  [13 
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ABOVE, east view with 
Kennedy Hall to the left. 

RIGHT: south view 
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