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We’ve redesigned our news site. When you visit 
rhodes.edu/news, you’ll fi nd the latest stories and 
features about people and events at Rhodes along with 
magazine web-only content:

•  Commencement photo gallery and Family Portrait of alums and their 
2010 graduates

•  Video of Professor David Kesler, who retires this year

•  A place to share your memories of British Studies

•  Links to blogs by Rhodes students abroad

•  A page to write about your experiences of the recent fl oods in the 
southeastern U.S.

•  Video of Jazzy Miller ’08, who helped with Haiti relief efforts

•  Photo gallery of students who live at the college in summer 
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Learning to frame issues 
with multicultural and 
international perspectives is a 

necessity for today’s global citizens.

Immersion
Many students say that immersion 
is the key. Spending extended time 
in cultures outside the United States 
both challenges and changes them.

In summer 2009, Logan Eberly 
’10 was an international fellow at 
Calvo McKenna Hospital, a St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital 
partner in Santiago, Chile.

“I worked with cancer patients 
and patients in the ICU. I also 
studied drug interactions in the 
pharmaceuticals division,” he says. 

“I received a list of patients and 
their corresponding medications; my job was to cross-
reference the medications to avoid adverse interactions 
between them.” While there, he discovered “a new side 
of medicine. I saw what a health care system in another 
part of the world is like compared to ours.” We can 
learn from each other, he concludes.

Curriculum
Keenly aware of the demands for an international 
perspective in today’s society, the Rhodes faculty 
adopted a new curriculum in spring 2004. Believing a 
multicultural perspective is essential, they incorporated 
internationalization in 25 percent of the new 
curriculum’s foundational requirements.

The Buckman Center
The Buckman Center for International Education 
assists students in off-campus learning. Director of 
International Programs Katherine Owen Richardson ’83 
and her staff work with students to help them fi nd the 
most suitable programs. Many Rhodes students benefi t 
from scholarships for international education as well as 
international internships supported by longtime college 

By Robyn Gibboney

Rhodes and International Education

Profs. David Mason (Theatre), Milton Moreland and John Kaltner (Religious Studies) on 
the Search trip in Florence, Italy, May 2005, made possible by the Spence Wilson Faculty 
International Travel Fund

trustee Robert Buckman. During the spring 2010 
semester, Rhodes students were studying or working in 
22 countries on fi ve continents.

Financial Aid
For many students, an international experience is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, made possible only 
through the generosity of Rhodes alumni and friends. 
Additional gifts will help low- and middle-income 
students connect with the world in life-changing ways.

Faculty Travel
Thanks to the Spence Wilson Faculty International 
Travel Fund, Rhodes faculty are able to conduct 
research outside the U.S., collaborate with colleagues 
throughout the world, or present papers at international 
conferences. 

Like never before, “learning from each other” is the 
essence of international education, allowing students 
and faculty alike opportunities to broaden their 
experiences and gain new expertise in their fi elds. It is at 
the heart of a Rhodes liberal arts education. 
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Outstanding Faculty Receive 
Day Awards

Three faculty received Rhodes’ highest faculty 
honors for outstanding teaching and research at 
the April 30 Awards Convocation.

Gordon Bigelow, associate professor of English, received 
the Clarence Day Award for Outstanding Teaching. It is 
given to a member of the faculty who has demonstrated 
excellence in teaching over the previous three years 
as determined by the assessments of students and 
colleagues, the effective use of imaginative and creative 
pedagogy, and motivating students to embrace a life of 
continuing study.

Terry Hill, professor of Biology, and Darlene Loprete, 
professor of Chemistry, received the Clarence Day 
Dean’s Award for Outstanding Research and Creative 
activity. The award is presented to a member of the 

Photography by Justin Fox Burks

Clarence Day
The Day Awards, fi rst given in 1981, were 
established by Memphis businessman Clarence 
Day ’52, who died Oct. 9, 2009. They are 
provided by the Day Foundation. 

“Mr. Day was a lifelong learner. He had many 
passions, including a deep appreciation for art 

and a love of history, 
which connected him 
closely to Rhodes 
and its mission,” said 
Dean Drompp. “He 
understood the work 
of the faculty in its 
many facets, and 
was, I know, very 
pleased by their 
accomplishments.”

Clarence Day in 2003

Professors Gordon Bigelow and Judith Haas, co-director of 
postgraduate fellowships

Day Foundation trustee Richard Buchignani, Dean Michael Drompp, 
Professors Terry Hill and Darlene Loprete, President Troutt and Day 
Foundation trustee William G. Griesbeck

faculty who has demonstrated that research and/or 
creative activity is an integral part of his or her vocation 
and who has published or performed outstanding works 
over the previous three years that have gained scholarly 
recognition or critical acclaim. This is the fi rst year co-
recipients have been named. 
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Zanno kase nan sak, 
grenn li pa pèdi

When the necklace is 
broken in a bag, 

its pieces are not lost
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Tim Huebner in class

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article was written before the 
devastating string of natural disasters that have affected 
the U.S. this spring. We want to hear about your recent 
experiences. To post, please go to rhodes.edu/your story.

F
or the people of Haiti, the world fell apart on 
Jan. 12, 2010. The devastating earthquake on 
that day and the aftershocks that followed have 
left a country long acquainted with suffering 
torn asunder. No words can describe it, not for 

the Haitians, not for those, including many Rhodes alums, 
who have established schools and hospitals and traveled 
there on mission trips through the years.

In the January aftermath, two alums journeyed to 
Haiti on very different missions: Alexi Matousek ’04, 
a general surgery resident, and playwright and actor 
Jazmin (Jazzy) Miller ’08, with a group from her church. 
Working to improve the profound brokenness all around 
them, they found resilience, love and hope among 
the people. As the Haitian proverb goes, “When the 
necklace is broken in a bag, its pieces are not lost.”

Chemen bezwen pa janm long
The road to need is never long

Alexi Matousek ’04 participated in an earthquake relief 
trip to L’Hôpital Université d’État d’Haiti (HUEH), 

the largest public hospital in Port-au-Prince. He was 
a member of a surgical team from Boston’s Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, a teaching affi liate of Harvard 
Medical School, volunteering with Boston-based Partners 
In Health (PIH). Since the trip took place fi ve weeks after 
the devastation of January 12, the team’s mission was 
focused on wound care rather than emergency surgery.

His words:
In many ways the earthquake was an acute trauma 
that occurred on top of the chronic disaster of extreme 
poverty that exists in Haiti. For HUEH, it was 
no different: A 700-bed hospital that hadn’t been 
able to pay its 1,800 employees for the four months 
preceding the earthquake was now tasked with caring 
for hundreds of severely injured patients in damaged 
buildings and dealing with a hastily constructed 
emergency supply chain and several international 
groups—all trying to coordinate their efforts.

The situation was dire—we had no oral pain medication, 
only intermittent X rays, and the only lab test available 
was a basic blood level. We had very few diapers for adult 
patients and resorted to using sterile surgical gowns as 
sheets to maintain some dignity for them.

On the surface, the hospital was chaos. A few volunteers 
were so paralyzed by the lack of resources that they were 
unable to function, and left. The more stoic, ingenious 

By Martha Hunter Shepard ’66

Remains of the School of Nursing at L’Hôpital Université d’État d’Haiti, which collapsed on the entire 
second year nursing class during an exam
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and resourceful providers (qualities that are essential to 
living in Haiti, and which the Haitian people provided 
the lion’s share during the current crisis) were able 
to look past the shortages and fi nd some remarkable 
resources: In one corner of the damaged medical 
ward was a clean, air-conditioned dialysis unit run by 
Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders). 
All the patients had charts; beds were numbered; and 
there was a system of hospital fl ow—from a three-tent 
emergency department, to four functioning operating 
rooms, to postoperative tents.

Among the various volunteers, we had specialists 
trained in emergency medicine, trauma/burn surgery, 
orthopedics, plastic surgery, anesthesia, infectious disease, 
critical care nursing, physical therapy and no shortage of 
Haitian pre-professional students who came to translate. 
Most impressive were the families of the patients, some of 
whom cleaned nearby patients who had no family.

Our team evaluated more than 200 patients and 
selected 45 of them who had chronic wounds and 
no other provider. We cared for them by changing 
dressings, removing dead tissue on a daily basis and 
packing the wounds with Dakin’s solution (dilute 
bleach)-soaked gauze. We also performed 20 operative 
cases during our 10-day trip.

Another purpose of our trip was to deploy a prototype 
simplifi ed negative pressure wound therapy (sNPWT) 

device under humanitarian conditions. In developed 
countries, providing negative pressure on wounds is a 
proven therapy that reduces healing time. However, it 
requires a strong pump and 24-hour electricity. Our 
device, which uses mechanical energy to provide 
the suction, was developed by Danielle Zurovcik, a 
mechanical engineering graduate student at MIT who 
also accompanied us to Haiti. It costs $4 USD, and 
worked well on selected wounds. In the future, we hope it 
will become a useful tool in resource-poor settings. Many 
of our patients had healing wounds and were successfully 
signed out to various other teams upon our departure.

I have been traveling to Haiti for 20 years, and I know 
the Haitian people are well acquainted with suffering. 
The earthquake destroyed so many lives and so much 
infrastructure that I expected the spirit of those who 
remain perhaps would be broken, and that their faith 
would be shaken. What I found is that the earthquake 
is another blow, perhaps the most severe in Haiti’s 
history, but like the many scourges of Haiti’s past, it 
has not beaten its people into submission. The strength 
of their faith remains, and the earthquake will be 
another mountain in this land of mountains. My hope 
is that the international community, and especially 
the United States, will this time be a true partner in 
Haiti’s recovery. For my part, I remain personally and 
professionally committed to stand in solidarity with an 
amazing people who have taught me everything I know 
about dignity, faith and service. 

Prototype simplifi ed negative pressure wound therapy (sNPWT) device as applied in Haiti.
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L’union fait la force
Unity is strength
(Haitian national motto)

Alexi started traveling to Haiti with his parents when 
they were elementary school teachers at Hôpital Albert 
Schweitzer in Deschapelles, from 1990-92. In 1997 
his family returned to Haiti and founded Literacy for 
Haiti Inc. (LFH), a 501-c3 nonprofi t and faith-based 
organization to teach literacy to Haitians living in a 
small village called Damye Jesse in the mountains of 
central Haiti. He returned there each summer from 
1997-2007. The programs of LFH have expanded over the 
years and now include a microfi nance loan program, a 
reforestation project, a women’s sewing cooperative 
and basic fi rst-aid healthcare.

While at Rhodes, he was a Burch Scholar (now Bonner) 
and integrated his interest in service in Haiti with his 
college activities. He taught a semester-long class in 
Haitian Kreyol to prepare other Rhodes students to 
travel to Haiti with LFH. Rachel Frantz ’07 and Laura 

Alexi Matousek ’04 explains wound care to a patient at L’Hôpital Université d’État d’Haiti

Vargo Boywid ’06 both took the class and traveled to 
Haiti with LFH in summer 2004.

He aslo wrote, acted in and musically produced a play 
with Theatre Professor Julia “Cookie” Ewing called 

“Babouket la Tonbe: Stories from a life in rural Haiti,” 
which also starred Erin McGhee ’06, Kyle Gehres ’04, 
Morgan McCrary ’05, Matt Reed ’04 and Jeanne Tyson 
’06. The play raised $3,000 in two performances via 
donations and an auction of original artwork.

“I am profoundly grateful and humbled by the 
tremendous fl exibility my professors showed in 
challenging me and allowing me to explore ways to 
integrate the things I learned in Haiti with those 
I was learning at Rhodes, especially Cookie Ewing 
and Hamlet Dobbins,” says Matousek. “I remain very 
humbled by the tremendous lessons in service and 
faith I have gained from the Haitian people, and 
would be happy to remain in contact with Rhodes 
students interested in service in the third world and 
Haiti in particular in the future.”
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Deg aje pa peche
To get by is not a sin

Jazzy Miller ’08 arrived in Haiti Jan. 26, the very day 
Alexi Matousek’s surgical team departed Port-au-Prince. 
At Rhodes, the two missed each other by three months, 
not just a few hours: Matousek graduated in May 2004, 
Miller entered as a fi rst-year that August.

Her words:
I traveled to the mountains, to Camp de la Grâce near 
the town of Pignon, about 80 miles from Port-au-Prince. 
Before the earthquake, it was a fi ve-hour drive. Now 
it’s much longer. I went with a mission team of 12 from 
my church, Fellowship Memphis, plus three others 
including former NFL cornerback and Memphis native 
Reggie Howard. 

We went under the umbrella of Little Rock, AR-
based Hosean International Ministries, which in 
1993, established Collège de la Grâce, an 800-student 
secondary school near Pignon. The camp where we 
stayed is the school’s retreat center.

There were many children and parents there—parentless 
children and childless parents—and more arrived every 
day. There are probably more than 900 people at the 

camp now, and 1,400 are expected by the end of summer. 
The children are sent to this camp because of the school. 
They take their education very seriously.

The Haitian offi cials at fi rst were hesitant about letting 
groups in—they were just trying to get resources in. 
Also, we weren’t what they were expecting, but they 
came to accept us.

There was really no structure—they didn’t have time 
for that. We were told, “Just go where you’re needed.” I 
stayed for nine days. I’d color with the children one day 
and hang out with the teenagers the next, playing soccer 
and basketball and listening to music. I was all over the 
place. The children made art. The counselors encouraged 
them to draw and color, to tell us how they were feeling. 
The pictures speak for themselves.

It took a little while for people to warm up to us. At 
fi rst, some were still dazed. Some felt guilty that they 
were alive and their relatives weren’t. Some were a little 
standoffi sh. When they saw that we must be OK after 
all, the children came to us.

Communicating wasn’t too diffi cult. I don’t speak 
French or Kreyol. Some Haitians speak Spanish because 
the Dominican Republic is next door. I minored in 
Spanish at Rhodes, and there were translators at the 

Haitian children with Jazzy Miller ’08, wearing her Rhodes peer assistant “Ask Me” T-shirt
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Lespwa fè viv
Hope makes one live

How was I inspired to go to Haiti? About a year ago I was compelled to 
write a one-woman show, “The Journey of Truth,” about Sojourner Truth, 
the abolitionist and women’s rights activist, and I’ve been touring that.

Sojourner Truth was a woman who was moved by what she called the voice 
of God. Whenever God spoke to her to go somewhere, she went. I found that 
pretty interesting. It takes a lot of courage to do that. I hadn’t realized it, 
but that’s what God was teaching me in doing that show.

When I heard about the earthquake, I didn’t know why it had to happen, 
but I heard the voice of God telling me to go. Just go. So I said, “OK, I’ll 
go. I don’t know how, I don’t know why or when, but I’ll just go.” The next 
morning when I woke up there was an e-mail in my inbox saying, “Hey, we’re 
going together—a last-minute mission team to Haiti.” I said, “OK.”

So I went not really knowing what to expect, but I knew that God would 
provide and tell me what to do. Then in May, I went to Uganda and Kenya 
for two weeks—one week in each country—with my church mission team.

I’m still touring the show. I’ve taken it to local churches, nonprofi ts, schools, 
colleges, as well as nearby towns and as far away as Baton Rouge and New 
Orleans. So there’s interest out there, and I’ve had several inquiries. A 
church in Los Angeles is interested, and I’m looking at the Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute and other universities.

camp. There was also the language of theater, my major, 
so I just acted out a lot of things.

When the children asked who I was, I told them, “I’m 
an African American.” They didn’t understand that 
concept. They thought all Americans are blue-eyed 
blondes, so I had to explain that we all came from 
Africa—some of the ships went to Haiti, some to other 
islands, some to America. They asked, “So we’re kind of 
like the same race?”

Our group slept in a small building—one room for 
women, one for men. I bunked up with 11 other women. 
I’d brought a sleeping bag and mosquito netting from 
Memphis. It was pretty tight, but we made it.

The weather was hot. In the mountains, it would cool 
off at 2 or 3 in the morning. Also, it was the back end of 
the dry season, so everything was dusty—you had to be 
reminded of the fact that you wouldn’t be completely clean 
until you got home.

At the camp, the evacuees get breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. Food and supplies are donated through Hosean 
Ministries. There was goat, chicken and some beef, but 
I’m a vegetarian, so meals for me included rice and 
beans, or peanut butter and bread.

We entered and left Haiti through the Dominican 
Republic. In Port-au-Prince, we saw life still going on—
people trying to make a living, selling bread, fi sh—
among the buildings that had fallen like dominoes. 
When we crossed the border, leaving the destruction 
and poverty of Haiti, we felt like we were on another 
planet. There were vacationers in the Dominican 
Republic, mostly from the U.S., kicking back for the 
weekend. One guy said he had heard of the earthquake, 
and sort of knew the Dominican Republic is connected 
to Haiti. Back in the states I realized, talking with my 
friends, how easy it is for people here to forget what 
happened. It was strange being in comfortable places I 
had inhabited before this experience. 

Drawings by children at Camp de 
la Grâce
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Twentieth-century American psychologist Carl 
Rogers pioneered the theory of unconditional 
positive regard: Rogers viewed healthy 

human development as contingent upon daily positive, 
nonjudgmental reinforcement from adults, with 
no conditions attached. Joel Harris ’03, founding 
principal of KIPP (Knowledge Is Power Program) 
University Preparatory High school in San Antonio, 
TX, and his faculty live out the concept every day.

Harris has an ambitious goal, in two parts: First, he 
plans to provide an excellent, free public education 
to underserved kids in inner-city San Antonio by 
holding them to high standards and intervening in 
creative ways to ensure student success. Second, he 
wants to see 100 percent of his students admitted 
to four-year colleges, including Rhodes College in 
Memphis.

I spent six months of a one-year sabbatical (July-
December 2009), at KIPP University Prep, helping 
with the multiple tasks required to open a new school. 

Harris, determined to help the 90 ninth graders at 
U. Prep visualize the centrality of college as a game 
changer, decided to invite a college professor to the 
school, full time, every day. Full disclosure: Harris 
was a History major at Rhodes, and I was his adviser.

Harris arrived at Rhodes from Austin, TX, in 1999 
and made a name for himself early, both among his 
peers and the faculty. A History and German major, 
he participated on the men’s cross country team, 
co-founded Greek Fellowship (now called Tuesday 
Fellowship) and worked as a resident assistant. He 
started out with a work study job in the music 
library, then switched to outdoor work, pruning trees, 
mowing lawns and planting fl owers on campus under 
the tutelage of the Rhodes groundskeeping staff.

After graduation, Harris left for a year abroad, 
having received a Fulbright ETA (English Teaching 
Assistantship) fellowship. He landed in a small, 
struggling city in former East Germany, where he 
put his talents as motivator, educator, athlete and role 

By Michael J. LaRosa, Rhodes Associate Professor of History
Photography by Cayce Yates Harris ’04

THE POWER OF 
UNCONDITIONAL 
POSITIVE REGARD
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model into play. Returning to the U.S. in 2004, he 
began a two-year program through the Mississippi 
Teacher Corps, teaching geography and German in 
Northern Mississippi. He concluded the program 
by earning a master’s degree in education from the 
University of Mississippi. The highlight of 2004, 
though, was his December marriage to English major 
Cayce Yates ’04. They have three children, Jaden (4), 
Hudson (3) and Claire (11 months).

A year teaching at the Memphis Soulsville Charter 
School cemented Harris’ commitment to education 
for the underserved. Then, in 2008, his selection 
as a Fisher Fellow, KIPP’s year-long leadership 
development program, offered him the opportunity 
to travel the country studying highly successful 
schools and educators. It also put him on track to 
open his own KIPP school.

KIPP University Prep is one of 82 KIPP charter 
schools in the country, serving some 20,000 students. 
The KIPP program, founded by former Teach for 
America educators Mike Feinberg and Dave Levin, 
is a unique opportunity for students to excel in 
safe, small, publicly- and privately-fi nanced schools 
that offer innovative curriculum and infrastructure. 
KIPP students attend school about 10 hours each day 
and every other Saturday. All KIPP school leaders 
insist on strict disciplinary standards. Students wear 
uniforms. They call teachers on KIPP cell phones if 
they have questions about their “life-work”—KIPP 
parlance for homework. Parents buy into the program 
by signing a CTE—Commitment to Excellence— 
Document. They agree to be partners with the school 
and promise to support their kids and ensure that 
school is prioritized even while their students are at 
home.

Joel Harris ’03, founding principal of KIPP University Preparatory High school in San Antonio
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meetings with Mr. Harris while he was outside 
tossing a football to 15-year-olds.

Angelica Ramírez is one of the students thriving 
academically and socially at KIPP U. Prep High 
School.

“I love it here,” says the 15-year-old, who was born 
in San Luis Potosí, Mexico. “KIPP is different from 
other schools because here the teachers really care 
about me as individual.” Ramírez attended two schools 
prior to arriving at KIPP, where she’s found her home. 

“KIPP is awesome, and I’m really appreciative of the 
relationships I’ve been able to develop here.”

KIPP U. Prep plans to grow to a full, four-grade high 
school, adding one grade each year during the next 
three years. KIPP San Antonio, which includes U. 
Prep and an elementary school, is set to open a middle 
school this fall.

San Antonio is similar to many major metropolitan 
areas in the U.S. As the ninth largest city in the 
nation, San Antonio is characterized by unacceptably 
high dropout rates, with an alarmingly high 
population of young people woefully unprepared for 
living-wage employment or college admission.

Harris, like other KIPP school leaders and teachers, 
is never exactly sure what will happen once the 
school day kicks off. His day begins at about 6 a.m. 
Students arrive between 6:45 and 7:30. Breakfast is 
served, and Harris directs the morning schoolwide 
assembly. He teaches when teachers are unavailable; 
he’s a school counselor and disciplinarian; he 
manages the budget; observes the teachers; meets 
with parents; fi xes the copy machine; plans bus 
routes; and thinks about the next recruitment drive. 
At 4:10 every afternoon, he changes out of Principal 
Harris attire into fl ag football coach clothes, and 
on more than one occasion, I had to hold informal 

Harris in class
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In Memphis, as in San Antonio, there is a Rhodes-
KIPP connection. Memphis’ KIPP Diamond 
Academy, located at nearby Cypress Middle School, is 
part of the Rhodes Learning Corridor, a partnership 
between the college and neighboring public schools 
where Rhodes students both tutor and learn. Russ 
Wigginton ’88, Rhodes vice president for College 
Relations, serves as KIPP Diamond board chair. In 
San Antonio, several Rhodes alums have volunteered 
at U. Prep. Mellick Sykes ’01 and his brother James 
’06 helped develop the school’s internship program. 
Andrew Himoff ’02 has volunteered as a weekly 
“Tuesday tutor,” and Mikkel Quam ’09 redesigned 
the school’s website. Professional photographer Cayce 
Yates Harris ’04 lends her considerable skills to KIPP 
U. Prep’s efforts.

The Rhodes-KIPP connection couldn’t have been 
more evident nor appropriate than at last fall’s 
Homecoming/Reunion Weekend, when Harris was 

named Young Alumnus of the Year. The coveted 
award goes to young alums who have brought honor 
to Rhodes through extraordinary achievement in 
their profession and community.

The visionary leadership of Joel Harris and his faculty, 
who teach kids that there are no shortcuts and that 
they have the power to command their future and 

“be the change,” is truly inspiring to all who work for 
better and safer schools in this country. The work is 
challenging, but when kids decide to stay in school, 
graduate from high school and apply to college, all 
of us win. And the highest reward and honor for a 
teacher, principal (or associate professor of History), 
is to witness, in real time, their students emerging as 
transformational leaders, destined for greatness, bound 
by nothing but possibilities on the horizon. 

When asked about his own activities 
during the fall 2009 semester he spent 
at San Antonio’s KIPP University 

Preparatory High School, Rhodes Associate 
Professor of History Mike LaRosa immediately 
shifted his focus to Joel Harris. However, after 
some coaxing, he e-mailed the following:

“I’ve been tutoring kids in English and Spanish, 
helping to teach a journalism class and publish a 
student newspaper, helping set up an internship 
program, helping with recruitment of new 
students, rewriting the website, and I’m the 
offi cial in-house translator when parents who 
do not speak English visit. I also write and send 
out all offi cial communications with families, 
in English and Spanish. And, I’m organizing 
extracurricular, after-school activities and I’ve 
started an after-hours tutoring program.

“More mundane things: I help with cafeteria 
duty, I oversee detention and sometimes staff the 
front offi ce. 

“It’s a little more than I bargained for, but 
it’s really pushed me in new and challenging 
directions and made me think of myself as an 
educator in new ways, so the experience was 
really amazing, but slightly exhausting.”

Mike LaRosa with Joel Harris in background
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SUM M E
t’s summertime at Rhodes and the livin’, while not exactly easy, is a 
breeze compared to the intensity of the academic year. Sports camps, 
as always, draw middle and high schoolers to the “north 40” and the 
purple shirt-clad students of Soulsville Academy(the charter school 
established by the Stax Museum of American Soul Music) learn 

their lessons, set their sights for a college education and teach the rest of 
us lessons about focus and decorum. For two weeks, aspiring high school 
authors from all over the country gather for the Summer Writing Institute.

The Rhodes students who choose to live on campus for the summer mostly 
do so to participate in the college’s various fellowship programs. They are 
here because they want to be—in fact, feel privileged to be—because these 
programs allow them to apply their classroom learning in ways that change 
lives, their own and those of the people they serve.

There’s not much sign of them during the day since, with the exception of 
the handful who work in campus labs, offi ces or studios, they fan out across 
the city and the Mid-South during business hours. They return to their East 
Village apartments in the evenings and experience a close community that 
amazes them, even on a campus that prides itself on its closeness.

They come from varied backgrounds and choose to do different work. Some 
discover their lifetime passion while others gain the wisdom of letting go of 
an old dream to pursue a new one. Every one of them will tell you in a voice 
fi lled with reverence that they would not trade the experience for the world.

Jami King ’11 arrived at Rhodes knowing what she wanted to study. In 
high school her interest in the Catholic Worker Movement was piqued 
when her brother volunteered at a CWM project in California. During her 
sophomore year at Rhodes she approached Religious Studies professor Tom 
Bremer about doing a directed inquiry on the subject. He responded, “We’ll 
learn together.”

The two read books and King produced a research paper. She was intrigued 
by the movement’s ties to communism, anarchy, communal living, women’s 
suffrage and pacifi sm. She wanted more.

By Daney Daniel Kepple
Photography by Justin Fox Burks
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Jami King ’11 at Manna House
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Tim Huebner in class
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Bremer suggested Memphis Theological Seminary and 
introduced her to Peter Gathje on the faculty there. She 
and fellow student Leigh DeVries ’11 identifi ed the 
course they wanted to take, Poverty, Imprisonment and 
Resistance Theology, but it confl icted with their class 
schedules. Perhaps sensing their passion, Gathje agreed 
to tutor them privately. He also took them to Manna 
House, a nonresidential work community that serves 
the homeless by providing meals, showers, community 
and refl ection. King was hooked.

She continues to volunteer at Manna House where, she 
claims, “I receive so much more than the guests do. I 
get an understanding of a different kind of life. I get 
the opportunity to analyze and examine how helping 
people works, how reciprocal it can be.”

She applied for the Rhodes Institute for Regional 
Studies (RIRS), a student summer program dedicated 
to furthering academic research on Memphis and the 
Mid-South.

“I wanted to continue, to see different sides, to understand 
where the CWM fi ts into history,” she explains.

Not only did she gain that understanding through 
studying the movement’s manifestations in Chicago, 
Memphis and New York, she got a new sense of life 
at Rhodes.

“It’s an opening experience to have time.” King smiles. 
“This campus is a wonderful place to be when you 
don’t have to spend all your time in the library. It’s less 
crowded in the summer. You can sit on the Briggs patio, 
enjoy the view and think without being distracted.”

She also enjoyed the RIRS fi eld trips to venues such 
as the Clinton Library in Little Rock, nearby Ames 
Plantation where some of her colleagues participated in 
an archaeological dig, and Graceland.

“We got close to the professors on those trips,” she says.

Spending so much time with the homeless at Manna 
House, King determined to try to live frugally. Rather 
than joining the groups who sampled Memphis 
restaurants, she joined a friend who worked at the 
Memphis Farmers Market in fi nding uses for the 
bruised and rejected fruits and vegetables.

“I set a personal goal to save my money from RIRS to 
go abroad,” a goal she attained by journeying to Muscat, 

Oman where she took classes in Arabic, economics and 
political culture and participated in the International 
Economics, Energy and Diversifi cation in the Gulf 
Program.

“The Institute for Regional Studies taught me how to 
do serious research, which really paid off when I went 
abroad,” she says. “I knew how to fi nd sources and how 
long it would take to write an in-depth paper.”

This summer, as a result of receiving the Religious 
Studies Department’s Hyde Award, King is off to 
Milwaukee to study in the Hull House archives, then to 
New York to serve in the fi rst Catholic Worker House, 
then to a communal farm in upstate New York founded 
by Dorothy Day, a CWM cofounder.

She’s not sure where it will all lead.

“I can’t quite put my fi nger on what I want to do. It 
will be some kind of nonprofi t work but I’m not sure 
what. I volunteered in a soup kitchen in high school 
and it seemed terribly impersonal. I like the relationship 
model. I need to know names.”

NeNe Bafford ’11 grew up in Memphis but didn’t really 
discover her hometown until she came to Rhodes.

“My mom is a history teacher so I’ve always been 
interested in history,” she says, “especially the part of the 
civil rights movement that happened in Memphis.”

What better candidate for a fellowship to study the 
movement in Memphis and the Mid-South than in the 
Rhodes-based Crossroads to Freedom digital archive? 
Bafford is ensconced in her second year as a fellow, 
having served last year on the social media team.

“We did a blog, YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, trying to 
let the rest of the world know about this wonderful tool,” 
she says.

She describes her feelings as “mixed” when she 
encountered in the archive the papers of a grand dragon 
of the Tennessee Ku Klux Klan from the 1960s and ’70s

“Looking at the postcards—they knew who lived on 
a certain block—it showed how organized they were, 
how intent on their purposes. Seeing those documents, 
holding them in my hands, was entirely different from 
reading about the Klan in a textbook.”
Powerful in a different way was the thrill of being out 
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in the community, “interviewing people who were 
alive when those things happened. We learned what 
their lives were like, and I would never have met them 
otherwise, never have heard their untold stories. This 
was giving people a voice, letting them know that their 
opinions matter.”

Bafford also formed some opinions of her own.

“I grew up in Memphis and so did two of my roommates, 
but we learned about a different world from our other 
roommate from New Orleans. She took us to museums 
we had never visited and we came to love restaurants 
we didn’t even know about. Now Central BBQ and the 

Hollywood Fish Market are real 
favorites.”

She also enjoyed getting to know 
professors she hadn’t encountered 
before and interacting with the 
Crossroads fellows from other schools.

“It could all happen because of the 
slower pace,” she says. “There’s so 
much less stress in the summer.”

Alex Tong ’11 grew up in Dallas 
but the summer after his senior year 
in high school his parents moved to 
Hong Kong. He took summer classes 
at the University of Hong Kong and 
the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong. Then Rhodes became home.

Accepted into the St. Jude Summer 
Plus program after his fi rst year, 
Tong was not looking for the laid-
back lifestyle so appreciated by 
many of his Rhodes co-residents. 
He was determined to make the 
most of the intensive research 
program that pairs gifted Rhodes 
students with St. Jude researchers 
for a summer, an academic year and 
sometimes a second summer.

“I like to keep busy and I’m very 
goal oriented,” he says. “A good day 
for me is when I have 10 things to 
get done.”

With the encouragement of 
his postdoc mentor, Dr. Satya 
Pondugula, Tong threw himself 
into his laboratory research, usually 
logging 60-70 hours a week.

“He taught me so much,” Tong 
says. “It has been such a great NeNe Bafford ’11 with KKK material in the college archives
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opportunity.”

Indeed, he was so caught 
up in his project, he talked 
the director of his lab, Dr. 
Taosheng Chen, into letting 
him work for a second 
academic year.

“He was using up his 
resources on me,” Tong 
explains, “plus he wrote me 
a personal recommendation 
when I applied to the 
Pediatric Oncology 
Education (POE) program,” 
which is also funded by St. Jude.

Tong was a shoe-in for admittance to the POE program. 
Not only did he have his sterling work in the laboratory 
and Dr. Chen’s personal recommendation, he is friends 
with the program director, Dr. Suzanne Gronemeyer, as 
a result of his other great passion, music. Tong is fi rst 
violinist for the Rhodes Orchestra and was instrumental 
in the establishment of the Rhodes String Quartet. He 
takes private lessons from a member of the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra and practices whenever he can.

“I’m the one you’ll hear in Hassell late at night,” he says.

Gronemeyer accepted his application early. Several 
weeks later he received another acceptance—to the 
Harvard Summer Research Program funded by the 
Leadership Alliance, a national higher education 
consortium for undergraduate research.

“It was tempting,” he concedes, “but I owed Dr. Chen 
my loyalty. Besides, the POE experience will also be 
valuable. Dr. Gronemeyer is a Ph.D. in physics who 
worked in the Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory 
and she is an accomplished violinist who shares my 
passion for music. There will be young scientists from 
all over the United States ranging from undergraduates 
to M.D. to Pharm. D. students, a very diverse group of 
people. I look forward to gaining good connections in 
the scientifi c world.”

Even so, he hopes to “scale back a little,” maybe even to 
40 hours a week. He’s looking forward to free Tuesdays 
at the zoo.

“I love the pandas.” He smiles. “Did you know they 

process the panda waste into paper? I bought some for 
my girlfriend.” (Susan Wang ’08 teaches at Soulsville 
Academy. She liked it but suggested a less whimsical gift 
for her birthday.)

He’s also looking forward to hikes at Shelby Farms, 
Memphis’ 4,500-acre urban park, cooking with his 
roommates, hanging out and watching sports at Buffalo 
Wild Wings. And he’s hoping to hook up with other 
musicians and play some gigs around town.

“Music is my way to relax,” he explains.

Erin Carter ’12, who works in Chemistry professor 
Mauricio Cafi ero’s laboratory, shares Tong’s passion 
for science.

“I work all the time but it’s really fun.”

Carter decided on a chemistry major and a career as a 
surgeon when she was a sophomore in high school.

“Surgery is just fascinating to me,” she says. “You need 
to know medicine, have spatial awareness, and there’s 
an element of creativity as well. I try to get involved any 
way I can.”

She stokes that fl ame by volunteering at the Med 
(Memphis’ Regional Medical Center) in its renowned 
trauma center.

“The Med is an excellent motivator,” she says. “When 
I’m feeling down or in a rut, working there gives me a 
kick start. Even as a student volunteer I’m helping the 
staff help people. It’s a great experience!”

During her fi rst semester at Rhodes she approached 
Cafi ero about working in his lab. He awarded her a two-
credit-hour apprenticeship in the spring semester, then 
came the prize.

“I got my own project in the summer!”

Cafi ero’s lab is part of the Mercury Consortium through 
which several institutions pool their resources to fund a 

“super computer” in New York.

“The fi rst two weeks he worked with me intensively, 
delivering one-on-one, in-depth lectures to get me up to 
speed. I learned so much,” Carter says.

Now she’s working with acetylcholine binding 

Alex Tong ’11, St. Jude summer 
researcher and fi rst violinist 
with the Rhodes Symphony
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Erin Carter ’12 at The Med
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protein’s substrates—nicotine, cocaine, morphine, 
galantamine—mapping the electrical structure of the 
binding site, working toward designing novel drugs to 
treat Alzheimer’s disease.

Carter presented a poster at the Mercury Consortium 
conference in Syracuse at the end of the summer.

“I was really nervous but it was a great experience. Since 
then I’ve presented at other conferences where many 
of the attendees are Ph.D.s. Some of them attack your 
research. Others give you great ideas.”

Now she’s lifeguarding at the Alburty Pool on the 
Rhodes campus and continuing her research project “for 
fun. It’s great being here in the summer,” she says. “The 
campus is quieter, tighter.”

She mentions a birthday party in the East Village lodge 
and hanging out with her roommates. But mostly it’s 
about her research project.

“If you’re wondering why I’m doing computational 
chemistry when I’m headed to medical school, it’s 
because I want to know how drugs work instead of just 
knowing what they do.”

Jake Groves ’12 felt the pull of community service 
but couldn’t fi nd time for it during the academic year. 
His solution: apply to be a Summer Service fellow by 
participating in a nine-week summer program through 
which students work full time for specially chosen 
nonprofi ts. The process requires two essays and an 
interview. The staff, headed by Career Services director 

Sandi George Tracy, chooses 15 
fellows from some 100 applicants.

Groves modeled his proposal on 
one previously completed by Lars 
Nelson ’09. He, Derek King ’10 
and Hillary Relyea ’11served as 
staff at the Memphis University 
School SLAM (Scholars Leaders 
Achievers of Memphis), which 
draws high-achieving middle school 
students from all over the city for 
an intensive academic experience. 
He was attracted to the program 
because he was considering a career 
in secondary education.

“It was like a test to see if I could 
make it as a teacher,” he says.

Although he calls it “the best, the 
most fulfi lling summer of my life,” 
the answer turned out to be “no.”

“While I really liked some aspects, I 
concluded that mine is not the best 
personality for teaching adolescents. 
It has to do with patience and an 
ability to go with the fl ow. I have 
a new respect for people who are 
teachers,” he says.

He has no regrets and has adjusted 
his career goals: fi rst, a stint with an 

Jake Groves ’12 on campus
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“I learned to shop for food and cook it,” he reports. “It 
was surprisingly easy, probably because it was an 
adventure, sharing chores with roommates.”

He admits to a sense of relief when the semester started.

“The Rat keeps me healthy and I love the variety. At the 
end of the summer I was pretty tired of rice, carrots, 
broccoli, beans and oatmeal. I’m here to tell you, you 
can miss Rat food!”

Groves speaks fondly of the Thursday pizza and a movie 
nights.

“Those evenings brought together all the different 
groups on campus and it was great. Some weeks there 
was a theme—race relations, public health or whatever. 
Other times it was just a fun movie.”

He also enjoyed biking to Cooper Young and hanging 
out at Otherlands and Java Cabana.

“Coffee shops are defi nitely my milieu,” he says.

Larkin Accinelli ’10 spent two summers on campus, 
trying to identify her primary passion. She had an 
affi nity for math and science so she tried St. Jude 
Summer Plus fi rst. The following year she worked in 
Biology professor Mary Miller’s lab.

“It was a fabulous experience,” she says. “Dr. Miller is so 
passionate about her research, and that is contagious. I 
was challenged and pushed beyond anything I had ever 
done. We accomplished more than I thought we could 
in three short months.”

On the other hand, “As much as I liked it and 
appreciate Professor Miller’s mentoring, I realized at the 
end that research is not how I want to spend my life. 
There’s a lot of value in that and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to learn it early.”

She’s also grateful for her memories of those two 
summers on campus.

“Everybody in East Village propped their doors open 
and people drifted in and out. One night we would be 
in an intense, deep, nerdy conversation for six hours. 
The next night we would share Popsicles and sing. It 
was great!”

She recalls training for a marathon with a friend and 

international nonprofi t that deals with environmental 
issues, then graduate school, then a faculty position 
teaching Slavic studies in college.

“I learned so much from the kids, though. They were 
so happy to be there and so wise. We ate lunch with 
them and got into some pretty deep conversations. They 
weren’t too sophisticated, but they had a lot to say.”

Besides interacting with the campers, Groves says he 
learned a great deal from the other fellows and the 
program staff.

“The Summer Service fellows met for fi ve hours every 
week, and every other week Dean Robert Strandburg 
of the Rhodes Offi ce of Undergraduate Research and 
Service would do a lecture. We learned about issues with 
public transportation and other big-picture issues about 
service. And we got to experience other people’s projects 
vicariously. It gave me a strong sense of the roller-coaster 
ride of nonprofi t work.”

He also enjoyed the evenings on campus.

Larkin Accinelli ’10 in the Conservatory



{ 22 }     S UMME R  2 0 10  •  R H O D E S  r h o d e s . e d u

jumping into the pool at the end of a run: “We would 
walk back to East Village in our soaking wet clothes. It 
felt so good!”

Other favorite memories are of walking to local 
restaurants, roller boarding and skating on the River 
Walk, and biking to the Memphis Farmers Market 
where she would play with the puppies from the 
Humane Society before fi lling her backpack with fresh 
food and pedaling back to campus.

One of the reasons Accinelli concluded that research 
was too abstract for her was that she was still in the 
thrall of the chaplaincy internship she had done the 
previous spring.

“I was terrifi ed going in, thinking I would be expected 
to lead religious discussions, but it wasn’t like that at 
all. Professor Craig Jordan in Religious Studies taught 
us about active listening, being a healing presence. We 

would write up our experiences and present them to 
others in the class. It was a safe place to process, to learn 
from our experiences and those of others as well.”
Accinelli was so moved, she signed up for Jordan’s 
Pain, Suffering and Death class the following fall, then 
worked in the end-of-life care unit at St. Jude. Now she’s 
at Emory on a fellowship to work toward a Ph.D. in 
nursing and a master’s in medical ethics.

“I believe that by 2015, doctoral nurses will be the 
primary care providers and I want to work with families 
who are facing diffi cult chronic illnesses. I want to be 
very patient focused. I learned through my experiences 
at Rhodes that if you focus on curing the illness, you 
forget about treating the patient. I think that knowledge 
will make me a much better health care provider.”

Lindsey Bierle’s ’12 experience in Mary Miller’s lab 
was the mirror image of Accinelli’s. She came to Rhodes 
focused on medical school. It just made sense. Her dad 

Lindsey Bierle ’12 in Professor Mary Miller’s lab
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is a physician, she went to a math and sciences high 
school, she loves biology. Now she’s considering the 
M.D. Ph.D. route.

“Professor Miller taught the genetics section of my intro 
Biology class. I enjoyed it because I understood her. She 
was very approachable. I told her I wanted to join her 
lab. She said, ‘Wait until summer. That’s the best time 
to learn.’”

Bierle and three upperclass students worked in Miller’s 
lab the summer after her fi rst year.

“They were like my older siblings,” she says.

And she’s never left.

“Everyone in the sciences knows that Professor Miller’s 
lab is my haven,” she says. “It’s very much a part of who 
I am.”

She’s glad she started in the summer because, “There’s 
a more relaxed atmosphere and more time to focus and 
concentrate.”

The steep learning curve was worth the effort.

“Research isn’t force-fed. You can’t regurgitate facts. 
You have to come up with theories and hypotheses. It’s 
frustrating and breathtaking. I’m doing things nobody 
has ever done before. It is so exciting to think that my 
contributions could be worthwhile.”

Even spending 40 hours a week in the lab, Bierle “saw a 
side of the campus you don’t see in the winter. There’s 
time to enjoy the architecture and sit on the Barret lawn. 
You have a chance to notice the little things.”

But she didn’t spend all her time on campus.

“I loved to go to the Farmers Market on Saturday 
morning, buy peaches and eat them on Mud Island. I 
can still see myself sitting by the river eating peaches.”
Life in East Village was also fun.

“I lived with another researcher, a Summer Service fellow 
and a student living on campus, just because. I learned 
to cook and explored the restaurants. I played a lot of 
piano. It was great.”

Lauren Lieb ’10 has a way of making her own luck. A 
passionate lover of animals, she admits that Rhodes’ 

location across the street from the Memphis Zoo played 
into her college decision. And she’s taken full advantage 
of that stellar resource.

At the beginning of her junior year she applied for and 
received an internship working with penguins and she’s 
never really left. She’s worked with elephants, done 
panda nutritional research and helped identify the 
deadly chytrid fungus in amphibians. Not all of it was 
glamorous. In fact, she’s not attracted to the glamour. 
It’s all about helping animals.

Researching bamboo, the pandas’ favorite food, for 
example, involved tromping through research plots at 
Shelby Farms, which resulted in “a lot of mosquito and 
tick issues.” Perhaps the most grueling experience was 
last summer when Lieb was charged with identifying, 
tagging and plotting on a Geographic Information 
System (GIS) map every tree in the 172-acre, old-
growth forest area of Overton Park that is slated to 
become the new Chickasaw Bluffs Exhibit.

Lieb describes it as “exhausting and rewarding.” The 
nature of her work made her experience of living on 
campus in the summer a little different. “I slept for fun,” 
she says. “But occasionally we would venture downtown 
to Beale Street for a concert or check out the South 
Main Arts District.”

Her experience also paid big dividends.

“I heard over the summer that the zoo would be getting 
baby bears for the new Teton Trek exhibit,” she says. “I 
spoke with Dr. Andy Kouba, the head of conservation 
and research at the zoo.”

She also spoke with Dr. Sarah Boyle in the Rhodes 
Biology Department, and the two agreed on a research 
project for Lieb.

So, with research partner Kelly Patton ’13, she spent 
her senior year observing the behaviors of fi ve grizzly 
bear cubs—two from Alaska and three siblings that 
were sent to Memphis after their mother was killed in 
Yellowstone Park. The research is aimed at measuring 
any stress the animals suffered in their adjustment to 
captivity. She noted their behaviors every two minutes.

“It was really fun when they were swimming and playing,” 
she notes, “but there were just as many times when I got 
to stand there and watch them sleep for an hour. In the 
winter months, they did a lot of huddling together.”
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The good news: “They seem just fi ne! I didn’t observe 
any stress at all. The Memphis Zoo is where I would 
want to be if I were a bear cub.”

Lieb, who’s headed for graduate school in some area of 
animal conservation after a year of animal rescue work 
back home in Ohio, says it’s important to recognize the 
zoos that are trying to save animals that wouldn’t have 
made it in the wild.

“The Memphis Zoo is doing a great job with their 
conservation program,” she declares.

Chassidy Groover ’10 had no intention of coming 
to Rhodes.

“I had never heard of it. I fi lled out the common 
application and picked my 21 schools. My mom added 
Rhodes after she came to Memphis on a business trip 
and visited the campus. She fell in love with it. When 
I got the Bonner Scholarship she said, ‘That’s it. You’re 
going to Rhodes.’”

Groover spent her fi rst two summers fulfi lling her Bonner 
service commitment. Since then, she has returned to her 
duties as a summer camp director at Upward Community 
Services in her hometown of Covington, LA. During the 

winter she volunteered at The Med. Chemistry professor 
Loretta Jackson-Hayes was always part of her cadre 
of mentors, serving both as academic adviser and as a 
member of Groover’s Bonnner committee.

“Professor Jackson-Hayes was a constant. She saw my 
grades, she knew my strengths and weaknesses. She 
thought of things I had never thought of.”

One of the things Jackson-Hayes thought of was for 
Groover to join the lab she shared with Biology professor 
Terry Hill and Chemistry professor Darlene Loprete.

“Bonner gave me a peer group from the beginning 
and that was a blessing,” Groover says. “The research 
was an opportunity of a lifetime. I’ve had experiences 
undergraduates rarely get—three faculty mentors, just 
think of it!”

One summer, Groover worked with three other Rhodes 
students and four from historically black colleges or 
universities who were included in the National Science 
Foundation grant that funded the lab. The work seeks 
to discover how fungal cells work at their core, a subject 
about which little is known. The work is important in 
the development of antifungal drugs.

“It’s microscopic but it could have a lot of implications,” 

Lauren Lieb ’10 and friend at the Memphis Zoo
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Groover explains. “What we’re doing can help with 
targeted activity so the medication only kills what it’s 
intended to kill.”

She loved the challenge and the communal nature of 
the lab.

“We worked together all day and ate lunch together, so 
we got really close. Professor Loprete had us all over for 
a cookout on the Fourth of July. It was great.”

Groover also included the lab group in the activities she 
shared with her suitemates.

“We had them over for dinner a lot and invited them 
along when we hung out on weekends. There was 
lots going on. The Big Diehl (a recreational program 
managed by the Residence Life staff) got us tickets 
to Memphis Redbirds baseball games, we went to 

fi reworks shows and concerts, the Overton Park Friday 
night jazz series in Levitt Shell. We used Google Maps 
to fi ne Jerry’s Sno Cones. They’re different from New 
Orleans snowballs, but good! We had to have a schedule 
just to take advantage of all of it.”

At the end of the summer Jackson-Hayes pointed 
out that Groover has a talent for research that can be 
combined with her passion for service. So thanks to 
her mentor’s guidance, Groover is headed for graduate 
school in public health, possibly to be followed by 
medical school.

“My mom is so pleased that she was right about Rhodes, 
and she certainly was,” Groover says. “At Rhodes, if 
you’re interested in it, whether you know it or not, 
somebody will fi gure it out and connect you to it.” 

Chassidy Groover ’10 in the chemistry lab
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!

Rychetta Watkins
Assistant Professor of English
After a fl urry of fi nals, mountains 
of grading and the grandeur of 
graduation, the summer extends 
before many an academic in 
a glorious expanse, free of the 
commitments that often defi ne 
academic life: meetings, campus 
events and class planning. Instead, 
summer offers the chance to 
refocus our efforts and rejuvenate 
our intellectual batteries. In 
summers past, I often fi lled that 
inviting expanse with research 
travel, seminars and new projects. 
This summer, however, I have 
decided to focus mainly on writing. 
Writing up my research is one of 
the most enjoyable aspects of the 
position, and when I write I feel 
most in tune with the creative 
minds and spirits behind the works 
I study and analyze. In addition 
to completing the manuscript for 
my fi rst monograph and writing 

up a proposal for an edited source 
book, I will also work to complete 
several writing projects inspired by 
past classes and conference papers. 
Though this summer will look 
somewhat different from those of 
the past several years, one thing will 
be constant: the summer reading 
list.

As an English professor, it is 
diffi cult, but fortunately not really 
necessary, to separate reading 
for pleasure from reading for my 
work. As a scholar of contemporary 
American, African American, and 
ethnic American literature, I can 
happily consider my summer 
reading as both business and 
pleasure. This summer, I plan to 
check out new works by two of my 
favorites, plus one rising star.

Walter Mosley is a prolifi c author 
of mostly detective fi ction. He is 
perhaps best known as the creator 

of the Easy Rawlins series and 
the novel Devil in a Blue Dress, 
which was made into a fi lm starring 
Denzel Washington. Having read 
most, but not all, of his previous 
works, I look forward to Fortunate 
Son, the story of stepbrothers, one 
black, the other white, who are 
separated early in life. One lives an 
unstable life fi lled with economic 
and emotional turmoil, while 
the other lives a life of privilege 
and ease marked by an emotional 
distance bordering on cruelty. After 
their reunion, the stark contrast in 
their lives raises the question: Who 
should be considered the “fortunate” 
son?

I also plan to catch up with another 
of my favorite writers, J. California 
Cooper. I was fi rst introduced 
to this Southern folk writer by 
my mother and aunt, a former 
librarian and English teacher, 
respectively. Cooper, who began as 

Summer Reading
P h o t o g r a p h y  b y  J u s t i n  F o x  B u r k s
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a playwright and made her name 
as a master of the short story, sets 
most of her works in the South 
and populates them with the type 
of inspiring, engaging and unique 
characters often associated with 
Southern fi ction. Her latest novel, 
Life Is Short But Wide, tells the 
story of two families who settle 
in Wideland, OK. As in most of 
Cooper’s works, it tells the full, 
beautiful, at times agonizing story 
of the search for and struggle to 
keep love. I look forward to being 
transported to a place that feels 
like home by Cooper’s crisp, vivid 
language.

In addition to these well-known 
writers, I also plan to read a novel 
by a well-regarded author with a 
local connection. Though I have 
taught from Randall Kenan’s short 
story collection, Let the Dead 
Bury Their Dead, I have yet 
to read the former University of 
Memphis professor’s 1989 novel, A 
Visitation of Spirits. Set in Tim’s 
Creek, the fi ctional North Carolina 
rural community that is the setting 
of much of his fi ction, this coming- 
of-age novel centers on teenage 
protagonist, Horace Cross, who, in 
the midst of struggling to defi ne 
himself and come to terms with his 
budding homosexuality, undertakes 
a mystical ritual that will transform 
him into a bird.

All of these novels explore the 
sometimes wrenching consequences 
of the decisions we make at life’s 
crossroads. In each, the authors 
remind us that while memory and 
personal history can keep us tied to 
the pain of the past, love still holds 
the power to heal and transform.

Rychetta Watkins, also a runner, at the Rhodes track

Milton Moreland
Associate Professor of Religious 
Studies
I recommend anything and 
everything by Toni Morrison! 
But I trust that most people 
reading this article already know 
of Morrison’s preeminence. Thus 
I have pulled fi ve other books off 
the shelf for your consideration. 
These books taught me about the 
human condition and were hugely 
satisfying to read. Julian Barnes 

is smart and challenging. In A 
History of the World in 10½ 
Chapters, he is at his best. These 
seemingly disjointed stories are 
each thought provoking and often 
hilarious. The collection and 
arrangement of the set of stories 
into a “history of the world” is a 
cause for celebration. After reading 
Barnes, you won’t be able to think 
about the story of the fl ood in the 
same way. His concluding chapter, 

“The Dream,” is a spectacular vision. 
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I have used this “history” as the 
reading for a weeklong seminar at 
the end of my Search class. I cherish 
those classroom discussions.

When I fi rst read Leslie Marmon 
Silko’s Almanac of the Dead I 
was overwhelmed. Her story is as 
intense as it is complex. But Silko 
is always worth the effort. Her 
story is both a refl ection on and an 
indictment of the United States; it 
is a dark vision. But remember what 

we know about the “unexamined 
life.” If you are unfamiliar with 
Silko, start with her Storyteller 
or Ceremony. But don’t forget her 
Almanac. Silko’s stories are not only 
a commanding presence in Native 
American literature, they are utterly 
powerful. At 763 pages, this is not a 
light read. Don’t wait for this novel 
to be made into a movie; it is too 
powerful for the big screen.

I had heard of Richard Powers 

before coming to Rhodes, 
but I’m grateful to English 
Professor Marshall Boswell for 
recommending this work during 
a conversation about another 
incredible writer, David Foster 
Wallace. We are quite fortunate 
to have the world’s leading expert 
on both Wallace and Powers right 
here in our English Department. 
I particularly enjoyed Powers’ 
Three Farmers on Their Way to 
a Dance. Like the novels of Silko 
and Barnes, this story weaves its 
way among multiple characters 
in an inspired blend of time and 
space. The story is loaded with 
historical details (I learned a lot 
about World War I), but the story 
never stalls. Powers maintains a 
fast pace that keeps the reader’s 
attention while constructing a 
multilayered “investigation” that is 
as entertaining as it is intellectual.

One of the most enduring books in 
college classrooms of the past two 
decades is Don DeLillo’s White 
Noise. It was fi rst published in 1985, 
and I think the novel is even more 
powerful in 2010 than it was 25 
years ago. This story of the Gladney 
family is both a witty critique of 
modern consumerism and a biting 
examination of modern technology 
and our fear of death. DeLillo’s 
story introduces us to “the college 
on the hill” where the protagonist 
is a professor of Hitler Studies. 
His short “parable” of the “most 
photographed barn in America” is 
worth the price of the book.

And fi nally, as a scholar of 
Christian origins and a fi eld 
archaeologist, I’m compelled 
to mention one of the greatest 
discoveries of the 20th century. 

Milton Moreland at nearby Ames Plantation, fi ltering botanical material from soil
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When an Egyptian farmer 
discovered the Nag Hammadi 
Library in 1945, he had no idea 
what these ancient books would tell 
us about the rise of Christianity. 
We already knew that Christianity 
began with great diversity, but 
the books in this ancient library 
revealed so many new details that 
scholars are just now beginning to 
understand their impact. The Nag 
Hammadi Library in English, 
revised in 1990 and edited by 
James M. Robinson, is a gold mine. 
If you have never read these ancient 
Christian texts, now is the time. 
You cannot fully understand how 
Christianity began without this 
long lost library.

William Skoog
Chair, Rhodes Department of 
Music
The Art of Possibility by Benjamin 
and Rosamund Zander is a book 
designed for all people who wish 
to examine and perhaps rethink 
aspects of life and thought, from 
the inside out. It is NOT a self-help 
book, but “… more of a how-to 
book of an unusual kind” (from 
their introduction). Benjamin (Ben) 
Zander is the conductor of the 
Boston Philharmonia Orchestra 
and a renowned teacher and public 
speaker. He dedicates much of his 
life to teaching, whether in the 
classroom, from the concert stage, 
in rehearsals and clinics or when 
giving public speeches. Rosamund 
(Roz) brings a different perspective, 
one that colors Ben’s signifi cantly; 
she has a private practice in family 
therapy, and runs accomplishment 
groups. I have always felt that 

“music therapy” is a redundant 
phrase, and the Zanders’ book 
seems to reinforce that notion.

Again, from their introduction: 
“The objective of this book is to 
provide the reader the means to 
lift off from that world of struggle 
and sail into a vast universe 
of possibility.” Chapters of the 
book include: “It’s All Invented,” 

“Stepping into a Universe of 
Possibility,” “Giving an A,” “Giving 
Way to Passion” and “Rule Number 
6,” to name a few. The book 
offers the reader opportunities to 

rethink old patterns of thought 
and behavior, even challenges 
traditional teaching styles, and 
reframes them into new paradigms. 
It also offers ideas of how, and 
why, that might be accomplished. 
As teachers, we are involved day-
to-day in helping to transform 
lives, seeking new possibilities for 
ourselves, our students and our 
colleagues. This book offers many 
valuable insights into this process. 

Bill Skoog in his offi ce
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British Studies 
     Celebrates       
      40 Years

Tutors and students line up outside London’s 
Royal Albert Hall for a “Proms” concert. The 
nightly Promenade Concerts are an annual 
music festival (mainly classical) featuring 
some of the world’s greatest soloists and 
orchestras.
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By Dev Varma ’11

British Studies At Oxford, one of the most 
respected summer programs held at Oxford 
University, enters its fi fth decade this summer. 

At Rhodes and several U.S. sister colleges and universities, 
the summer session in Oxford has become a vital part of 
hundreds of students’ undergraduate experience.

Professor Yerger Hunt Clifton, who taught at Rhodes 
from 1965-93, created the program, which was 
inaugurated in summer 1970 with the hope that 
students could study at a British university and absorb 
that country’s culture through intense academic 
engagement. In the 1960s he approached University 
College (founded in 1249) about a revolutionary 
idea—hosting Rhodes students for a six-week period of 
immersion in British culture and learning. As the story 
goes, University College was not particularly interested 
in American students, but was stimulated by the idea of 
gaining revenues over the summer months.

At the end of the 1970s British Studies parted ways 
with University College. Rhodes had been joined in the 
enterprise by seven colleges in the Southern Colleges 

and Universities Union. A new home was found in 
Oxford’s College of St. John Baptist (founded in 1555), 
where British Studies has been since summer 1980.

History professor John Henry Davis, who taught at 
Rhodes from 1926-69 and himself studied at Exeter 
College, Oxford, as a Rhodes Scholar, was the fi rst 
president of the program. He described the mood of that 
inaugural program in the September 1970 edition of the 
Southwestern News, the forerunner of Rhodes magazine:

“We were free to explore the wonders of Oxford, for 
in spite of the hordes of tourists and the never ending 
streams of traffi c one feels when stepping into a 
beautiful college quadrangle or garden that one is 
accompanied by a ghostly company of saints, scholars, 
sinners, and statesmen who have resided and wandered 
here for the past eight hundred years.”

British Studies students go on a six-week journey 
through a formative period in the historical progress 
of British thought and culture. The program rotates its 
concentrations among four different historical periods: 

St. John Baptist College, home of British Studies At Oxford
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Haddon Hall in Derbyshire, home of the dukes of Rutland, is one of England’s most rewarding places to study: medieval wall paintings in its chapel, 
a perfectly preserved medieval hall, and this 16th-century gallery.

Early and Medieval Britain, Britain in the Renaissance, 
Britain in the Enlightenment and Romantic Era, 
and Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Britain. No 
seminars are repeated in consecutive years, meaning 
that students can attend throughout their four years of 
college without repeating the material.

Each weekday, students hear lectures from eminent 
British scholars, dine on local college fare and attend 
seminars relating to their chosen track within the 
period. In addition to the seminars, students participate 
in interdisciplinary activities that range from lectures 
and workshops with renowned scholars to visits to 
theaters and concerts and fi eld excursions to carefully-
chosen sites of particular relevance to their studies. 
Professor Davis wrote of the students’ daily schedule 
back in 1970:

“Our days tend to follow a certain fi xed routine. We are 
awakened by our ‘scout’ (a member of the household 
staff) about 7:45, and must be ready for the tolling of 
the breakfast bell by 8:15. Our regular weekdays are 
usually thoroughly packed with academic activity.”

Following the death of Clifton in 1993, Professor 
Michael Leslie took the reins and served as acting dean 
of the program for summer 1993. He then became a 
member of the faculty at Rhodes in 1994. Leslie, who 
studied at the Universities of Leicester and Edinburgh, 
has published extensively on British Renaissance 
literature along with histories of English landscapes, 
making him right for the part. Immediately after taking 
the position at Rhodes, Leslie realized what his new job 
would entail. He is quoted in the fall 1998 edition of 
Rhodes magazine:
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“Past students had told me that British Studies revealed 
for them, as nothing else had done, what they could 
aspire to, both academically and in terms of a life 
of humane culture. It was my job to ensure that the 
opportunity Yerger had created remained available and 
was continuously improved for future generations of 

students and faculty.”

Leslie sees the program’s power as its ability to conjure 
up the extraordinary feeling of being one with a 
history that dates back hundreds of years. The physical 
experience of living in Oxford, in rooms often older 

than the European discovery of 
America, takes past cultures off the 
page and makes them live. Students 
get a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to join a cultural and intellectual 
community that stretches through 
centuries. Walking Hadrian’s Wall 
at the remote edge of the Roman 
empire blows away any cobwebs 
from questions of the creation of 
Europe. Visiting the gaunt ruins 
of Glastonbury Abbey makes the 
violent trauma of the Reformation 
no longer something distant, only 
read about; instead it becomes 
something with which one has a 
physical connection.

Says Leslie, “There is a magic 
to this—it can’t be explained 
very easily. We may be studying 
something as book-based as the 
political philosophy of Hobbes and 

Dr. Allan Chapman, renowned historian of science and lecturer and tutor for British Studies over 
several decades, demonstrates the principles of the steam engine by fi ring up his miniature 
version. All who witnessed joined him in a celebratory slice of cake decorated with a diagram of 
Watt’s engine.

“The immersive environs, trips, lectures 
and study yield an experience greater than 
its parts, lasting longer than its days. I still 
feel kinship with classmates, professors, 
Oxford, England, and the unique engagement 
with the life of the mind itself. A shaping 
experience, inspiring and humbling—you 
can’t help but bring a bit of the Oxford life 
with you beyond.”

Mitchell Klink ’98

Mitchell Klink ’98



{ 34 }     S UMME R  2 0 10  •  R H O D E S  r h o d e s . e d u

“Receiving the Ida LeBlanc ‘Lee’ Smith scholarship enabled me to 
participate in the British Studies At Oxford program in 2007. It was an 
experience—my fi rst international experience—and I remember it fondly 
as a highlight of my undergraduate career. I knew in advance that we were 
going to study British literature, art and music, but I was delighted to 
discover that British Studies creates a bond between culture and academic 
study that can’t be achieved in the classroom alone. We gained enriching 
experiences everywhere, from visiting historic landmarks and museums 
to local markets and playhouses. I remain enormously grateful for the 
experience.”

At the end of each summer, Dean Leslie (center) leads a walk (“ramble”) through the Cotswolds just north of Oxford. One 
year, in Lower Slaughter, the group turned a corner and saw a group of Morris (originally “moorish,” from Spain or North 
Africa) dancers performing their elaborate routines.

Kate Mara ’09

Kate Mara ’09
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“Attending British Studies At Oxford the past two summers, particularly 
as a student assistant, was a tremendous opportunity. British Studies is 
life-altering, providing students with a unique experience of living, studying 
and engaging with British culture and history. Every aspect of the program 
encouraged us to immerse ourselves and embrace a culture that may seem 
familiar but is actually quite foreign. Each moment of the program motivates 
students to perform to the best of their abilities. For me, British Studies 
and Oxford became a door opening onto a world of travel: Since my fi rst 
weeks in that extraordinary setting—calm, frenetic, intense, beautiful, 
fascinating—I’ve lived in Spain and traveled throughout Europe; and I can’t 
wait to explore further.”

Colleen Hunter Jones ’10

Locke and the sources of the revolutionary ideas of the 
American Founding Fathers; yet the fact that we’re 
doing so a few yards from Locke’s old rooms in Christ 
Church, within yards of where the Oxford martyrs were 
burnt at the stake, somehow heightens and sharpens 
everything.”

For Leslie, British Studies is also an intense exercise in 
a true liberal arts education. Students and faculty alike 
are brought together in a small community to share 
in the engrossing exercise of study. In this atmosphere, 
there are few distractions; everyone is focused solely on 
learning, experiencing, discussing, disputing.

Since his tenure began, Leslie has made some changes, 
such as fi ne-tuning the weekly schedule and adding 
more fi eld excursions. In most weeks the teaching 
is done on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, leaving 
Wednesday for study visits and the weekends free for 
independent travel.

Again, Leslie sees this as essential: “Through 
independent travel during the program, each student 
creates a unique set of cultural experiences. When they 
return to Oxford on a Sunday evening, the buzz is 
unmistakable, as they share and compare. The sum of 
everyone’s experience is greater. Students travel within 
Britain (Edinburgh is a favorite) and to the Continent 
(‘Anyone heading for the Chunnel to Paris?’).”

Another important addition is the British Studies 
Student Symposium. Now in its ninth year, the 

gathering gives students from colleges and universities 
that participate in British Studies another opportunity 
to invoke the spirit of a true liberal arts community. 
Unlike most academic symposia, there are no 
presentations by faculty members. Rather, faculty join 
the audience and students take the podium, engaging 
with topics of their own choice within the broad fi eld of 
British Studies.

The symposium has only added to what Leslie sees as 
the true nature of the program. For 40 years, British 
Studies has energized and excited students who fi nd 
themselves surrounded by the things they came to 
study, being taught by professors who live and breathe 
their academic interests as part of this community. 
For all students who attend, British Studies becomes 
a momentous event in their college careers. With the 
growth the program has enjoyed during the past 40 
years, it should easily continue empowering students 
to immerse themselves in some of the core liberal arts 
disciplines and in British culture and history for a long 
time to come. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: What are your memories of British 
Studies? Let us know at rhodes.edu/bsaostories.

 

Colleen Jones ’10
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Bidding Farewell to 
Two Longtime Faculty

In May, two Rhodes faculty retired—Mike Kirby, Plough Professor of Political Science, 
and David Kesler, Professor of Biology.

It’s not unusual these days for new faculty members 
to point to the city of Memphis as a key recruitment 
asset for Rhodes. That was not the case in 1970. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. had been assassinated in the 
city two years earlier and the tragedy seemed to sign a 
death warrant for downtown. The Peabody hotel was 
shuttered, stores were closing, businesses were moving 
east. There was one restaurant open after dark.

None of which deterred Mike Kirby. What he saw on 
his fi rst visit was “a beautiful campus in an attractive 
neighborhood and a department that was considering 
establishing an Urban Studies program.” And an 
unparalleled laboratory for studying urban issues.

Although enthusiastic about the new course of study, 
Kirby was fresh out of graduate school and had no 
experience with internship programs. He learned 
by reading the newspapers (there were two dailies 
at the time) that Otis Higgs, an African American 
criminal court judge, had established a program that 
provided fi rst offenders guilty of relatively minor 
crimes volunteer counselors rather than incarceration. 
Kirby called Judge Higgs who referred him to 
program administrator Richard Borys. Borys turned 

out to be a neighbor in the Vollintine Evergreen 
Community Association (VECA), the neighborhood 
that encompasses the Rhodes campus.

Working with Borys, Kirby was able to create 
internships for his students in city and county 
programs. He also began to collect data for the city 
and for his own research purposes.

“I think I gained notoriety through the scale of what 
was provided,” he says with a smile.

He continued to conduct surveys for the city through 
the years, building relationships with city offi cials as 
he went.

Perhaps the most comprehensive is the Memphis 
Poll, conducted by Kirby since 1993 to measure 
Memphians’ satisfaction with city services. The 200+ 
page annual report has been described by Memphis 
magazine as “the city’s equivalent of the Consumer 
Confi dence Index.”

Kirby also got his students involved in VECA which, 
at that time, was an all-white neighborhood with 
attractive and affordable houses. African Americans 
began to move in.

By Daney Daniel Kepple
Photography by Justin Fox Burks

Pushing Things Along
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“There was a lot of racial tension,” Kirby recalls. “The 
neighborhood was remarkable in that a small number 
of people came together and said, ‘We have to learn 
to communicate.’ VECA started a newsletter and had 
monthly meetings. It didn’t take too long to establish 
a comfort level. Pretty soon being biracial became a 
point of pride.”

Kirby recalls that he did not become active in the 
neighborhood association when he fi rst moved to 
Memphis because “I was too busy downtown.” By 
that he means developing relationships with city 
agencies and administrators that exist to this day. 
When he did turn his attention—and that of his 
students—to VECA, he was quickly elected president 
of the association. As usual, his work was both a 
personal passion and a professional exercise.

“There were a lot of old houses in the area that needed 

attention and I was interested in exploring the 
relationship between neighborhoods and City Hall,” 
he recalls. “Those were the years that I gained an 
appreciation for street level bureaucrats, those faceless 
people in white city cars who are not decision makers 
but who are charged with dealing with issues and 
never have enough resources.”

In the early years, Kirby also struggled with lack of 
resources. His fi rst offi ce was in one of the “shacks,” 
converted World War II Army barracks on the 
north side of campus. Plus, there was never enough 
computing power on campus to deal with the reams 
of data he and his students collected. He laughs as he 
recalls the clunky computer system on the fi rst fl oor 
of Palmer Hall that was reserved for administrative 
use.

“They let me use it at night,” he says. “You entered 

Mike Kirby at VECA headquarters with (clockwise from Prof. Kirby) Maura Weber ’11, Casey Mohan ’10, Suzanne Bonefas, Rhodes director of special 
projects, Preston Reeder ’13, Meredith Cavin ’10, Morgan Hanna ’13 and Erin Foster ’10
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city and across the country. The Plough Foundation 
has been so impressed it endowed a chair in Urban 
Studies (Kirby was its fi rst occupant) and recently 
donated another $750,000 so Rhodes can continue 
and expand its work in the area.

Kirby is not concerned that the program will be 
diminished by his retirement.

“What the Plough Foundation has given us is an 
opportunity to work in the area year after year,” he 
told the Daily News. “This is going to continue 
forever. My position is endowed, so whoever takes 
over from me will continue working in perpetuity.”

And what’s next for Mike Kirby?

“I’m going to sort through the things I really want 
to do, that are most important to me and the 
community,” he says. “I just plan to use my skills to 
help push things along.”

Then immediately he launches into discussing a 
VECA project that aims to establish block clubs in its 
northwest quadrant, a residential neighborhood near 
a decaying commercial center.

“The people there are really excited,” he says. “They 
think they can succeed and so do I. The effort will 
be built on simple ideas like cleanups and dealing 
with vacant houses.”

All familiar territory for a man who refuses to 
consider himself a pioneer.

“I was just doing my job,” he claims.

While some people celebrate the arrival of spring 
when they see the first robin or crocus, many at 
Rhodes mark the season’s official onset when the 
first e-mail from Professor David Kesler arrives. 

“Two seats available for a Wolf River trip,” might 
be the wording. No need to say more. His faculty 
and staff colleagues are well aware that the 
excursions along the wild, 14-mile “Ghost River” 

data with punch cards and they would get jammed. 
I can remember crawling around on the fl oor with a 
fl ashlight trying to fi nd the source of the problem.”

Things improved slowly. In the 1980s and ’90s Kirby 
was constantly on the lookout for software that 
would help him organize his data. In 1999 Biology 
professor David Kesler asked the political scientist 
to accompany him to a meeting about Geographic 
Information System (GIS) technology. Afterward, the 
two joined forces with other professors to become 
what some referred to as the “GIS Groupies.” These 
pioneers were so enthusiastic about the potential of 
the new technology with the steep learning curve 
that they slowly convinced the rest of the campus 
that the payoff was worth the trouble. Today there’s 
a laboratory in Frazier Jelke that’s a resource for all 
departments and a class where interested students can 
learn the technology for themselves.

Kirby called on all of these skills, experiences 
and relationships in 2004 when he encountered 
a situation that horrifi ed him. Taking a group of 
students to see some affordable housing built by 
VECA Community Development Corporation in a 
neighborhood no more than a mile from the Rhodes 
campus, he saw “illicit drug sales in open daylight, 
weeds struggling to push past litter and vacant lots 
with hundreds of old tires.

“Government was missing in action,” he told the 
Memphis Daily News recently. He and other faculty 
colleagues set about to change that. They applied 
for, and received, a grant from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to open a 
community resource center in the neighborhood. They 
hired a full-time community liaison and each professor 
tackled the area that fi t his or her area of expertise.

Kirby worked with business owners and campaigned 
relentlessly for city agencies to come back into the 
area. His persistence paid off when the Memphis 
Police Department opened a station on Hollywood 
Street and Peres Avenue. Kirby attracted several city 
and county agencies to attend monthly meetings 
with neighborhood residents. The meetings, known 
as the Police and Joint Agency Committee, have 
now become models for other neighborhoods in the 

Kesler Reinvented
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section of the Wolf in neighboring Fayette County 
are a treat. Many have availed themselves over the 
years.

He’s just as likely to be recruiting volunteers to 
help remove invasive species in the old forest 
area of Overton Park just across the street from 
the college, or to get on board with some green 
initiative on campus. Not surprising for an 
ecologist, perhaps, but even for one so labeled, 
Kesler goes about his environmental crusades with 
great vigor.

He was a natural, then, to lead the effort to expand 
the Environmental Science program at Rhodes 
by adding an Environmental Studies component. 
He had done such things before by helping to 
found the campuswide Environmental Planning 
Cooperative, which strives to institutionalize 

environmentally sustainable practices, and the 
Geographic Information System (GIS) program 
used by all departments. And he did his usual fine 
job of getting the Environmental Studies program 
established.

According to Associate Professor of History 
Jeff Jackson, who followed him as director of 
the program, “David has worked tirelessly to 
bring environmental issues into the curriculum. 
Without him, there could be no interdisciplinary 
Environmental Science program at Rhodes, 
and I’m convinced that there would be no 
Environmental Studies program.

“He has overseen the curricula of these programs; 
worked to create off-campus study opportunities 
for students; helped to establish connections 
between the program and environmental groups 

David Kesler at the Biology Department’s canoe trailer
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in the Memphis community; organized events 
and speakers for the program; advocated for the 
program with faculty, administrators and trustees; 
and continued to collaborate in raising funds 
to establish the three postdoctoral positions as 
permanent faculty positions.”

Kesler is also well known on campus for the Coral 
Reef Ecology course he founded with retired 
geology professor Carol Ekstrom and fi rst offered 
in 1991. Almost every year since, students have 
done intensive preparation on campus in a two-
credit course reading primary literature, then doing 
fi eld work for two weeks at the Marine Station on 
Roatan Island, Honduras with Kesler and other 
professors (Cox, Blundon, Brewer, and Gannon). 
Kesler doesn’t deny that the exotic location is part 
of the draw but believes it is more than that. For 
one thing, the research is intensive. For another,   

“It allows students to confront a challenge, succeed 
and have confi dence to face the next challenge.

“I remember once in the early years when we 
did fi eld work in the Bahamas, we approached a 
hypersaline lake. It smelled awful. Carol and I 
waded in and encouraged the students to do the 
same. Climbing out, covered with mud, one student 
said,  ‘I can’t believe I did that!’” Kesler’s response 
to her was, “Just think what else you can do!”

Kesler came to Rhodes well prepared for leadership. 
His grandfather was a college professor, his father 
was a Ph.D. chemist and school board chair, and his 
mother was an author and college trustee. He knew 
what it took—degrees from prestigious institutions 
and a stellar academic record. He graduated with 
honors from Denison University, earned a M.S. in 
Zoology from the University of Rhode Island and 
Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. He did 
research for the National Science Foundation at 
Earlham Biological Station and for DuPont, and 
later taught at the University of Rhode Island and 
Brown University.

Still, despite his pedigree and his many 
contributions to the life of the college, he 
shrugs off any talk of a legacy. “I would like 
to be remembered as someone who carried his 

share of the weight,” he says. “I am grateful for 
the opportunity to have worked with excellent 
colleagues and for the sense of community here.”

Thinking about the campus and city that have been 
his home for 30 years, his memories are mostly 
positive. There are only a few regrets. “Rhodes is a 
very different place today from the one I joined as 
an assistant professor in 1980,” he muses. “Today 
the expectations are clear and there is a mentoring 
system in place for new faculty members. Back 
then there was no one to sit down with you and say, 

‘Here’s what’s really important. Focus on that.’”

There is a sign tucked behind Kesler’s desk that 
can barely be seen when leaving his offi ce. It 
says, “Make the next class the best one yet.” One 
of his regrets is that there were days when he could 
have paid more attention to students needing help, 
thought more deeply about course design, set a 
better example, or worked longer on “getting it 
right.”

He also regrets the loss of some long-gone 
customs—faculty and their families gathering at 
the home of then-dean Harmon Dunathan who 
decked his Christmas tree with lighted candles 
for the occasion; holiday parties sponsored by 
the Association of Rhodes Women where the men 
sang carols and David Jeter was Santa Claus; the 
mailroom in Palmer Hall where the late English 
professor Jack Farris smoked his pipe and held 
forth to mail-gatherers each morning.

Then he looks resolutely forward, explaining that 
he and his wife Alice McCabe have bought a 
house in the Iowa town where they both grew up. 
There, he says, he will continue the woodworking 
he began several years ago, keep a few colonies 
of bees, and he notes that there is a creek at the 
end of his street where “no one has worked up the 
mussels.” Like the wrinkled sign on Kesler’s offi ce 
door saying, “Life is a journey, not a guided tour,” 
Kesler’s journey continues, but away from Rhodes. 

“When I leave, I go,” he says fi rmly. “I always said 
I wanted to leave at the top of my game while I still 
had the energy to reinvent myself. That’s what I 
plan to do.” 
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From the Alumni Relations Offi ce

Dear Alumnus/a,

Alumni News

Greetings from the Alumni 
Relations Offi ce!

Many alumni may not be aware that 
this is the fi nal year of the Campaign 
for Rhodes, a capital campaign to raise 
$250 million with the primary purpose 
of having the resources to provide all 
deserving students who want to be here 
and deserve to be here the benefi t of a 
Rhodes education.

While we are attempting to raise an 
unprecedented amount of money, this 
has not been the traditional campaign 
focused on “bricks and mortar.” 
Inspiring the Rhodes community to 
provide endowment funding in support 
of students and the faculty who teach 
them requires a different approach. No 
slick brochures. No fancy dinners.

Rather, this has been a campaign 
of one-on-one visits and matching 
individuals’ interests with opportunities 
at Rhodes. 

Think back over the past nine issues 
of this magazine, beginning in summer 
’07 when board chair Bill Michaelcheck 
’69 said in an article titled “Fighting 
Above Our Weight Class”: “Most, if not 
all, of the institutions we compete with 
for students have larger endowments, 
and therefore larger scholarships, than 

we do. It’s a real challenge.” In ensuing 
articles we told stories of remarkable 
student transformations and faculty 
mentoring, we profi led donors, we 
explained where the resources are 
invested. In this issue (see p. 2) you can 
read about the advantages of supporting 
international education.

The “subtle” approach is having 
success. There is still a way to go and 
we need your help.

Rhodes is doing so many things so 
very well. At the core of the enterprise, 
students are learning at the hands 
of caring faculty who engage and 
mentor them as they go about amazing 
discovery. I think you would be hard-
pressed to fi nd an institution that 
is providing a better experience for 
students in their undergraduate studies. 
Raising the endowment provides 
opportunity for others to receive the 
benefi ts of this remarkable education.

This is no time to be timid. If you are 
giving $1,000 a year now, please commit 
to $2,000 or more. If you have been able 
to give $100 a year, step it up to $250. If 
you have been giving occasionally, now is 
the time to get in the practice of donating 
annually. Deciding upon an amount and 
making a pledge for fi ve years will help 

Rhodes reach its campaign goal. But what 
is most important, it will help generations 
of students in the future attend this 
special college.

Please do your part.

With all good wishes,
Bud Richey
Associate Vice President and
Director of Alumni Relations

Bud Richey

Make your plans now for

Homecoming/Reunion Weekend
October 29-30, 2010

For a complete schedule and lodging information, visit
rhodes.edu/homecoming
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Class Notes
By Chelsea Hennessy ’11 

Rhodes College
Alumni Association

President
Marynell Branch ’77

Little Rock, AR

1950
60th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 6 p.m. Dinner, 
The University Club
Reporters: Ann DeWar 
Blecken
355 Caraway Cv.
Memphis, TN 38117
901-683-4737
Jim Williamson
733 University St.
Memphis, TN 38107
901-276-3989

Dusty Anderson, a retired 
lieutenant commander in 
U.S. Naval Air Intelligence 
(four years active), holds 
a Ph.D. in American 
diplomatic history and 
taught at the University of 
Cincinnati. He’s written 
three books on American 
diplomatic history and 
served for six years as 
director of training at GE 
Aircraft Engines. He and 
wife Donna Denoon live in 
the Twin Lakes retirement 
community in Cincinnati.

John Pyles writes, “About 
six or seven years ago, I 
fi nished writing a book 
on the subject of ‘eternal 
security’ (the experience 
of writing it was both 
exhilarating and satisfying). 
I enjoyed my careers with 
the YMCA, church ministry 
and Dallas County (Texas) 
government.”

Anne Davis Toppins 
retired as a professor from 
the University of Alabama 
College of Education in 
1990.

Jane Davis McCain sends 
this: “After a normal busy 
and happy life as wife of my 
childhood sweetheart, Lloyd 

McCain, and mother of our 
two great children, Marian 
McCain Olson ’76 and Lloyd 
Davis McCain ’80, I am 
now living in a retirement 
community and enjoying the 
slower pace. My husband 
also attended Southwestern 
for one semester in 1944, I 
think before he joined the 
Navy. An attorney who was 
very active in the Little Rock 
community, he passed away 
in 1988.”

1952
Reporter: Ann Rollow Ross
ar991@bellsouth.net

1955
55th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Friday: Dessert Reception 
after the Homecoming 
Reception, King Hall
Saturday: 6 p.m. Dinner, 
King Hall

Juanita Goodman Watson 
is involved in activities 
at her church, Covenant 
Presbyterian. “I am also 
working with the League 
of Women Voters and the 
Friends of the Library. My 
mobility is limited because of 
arthritis so I cannot garden, 
but I am still quilting. I have 
also been fostering dogs for 
the Humane Society.”

Jimmy Aydelotte reports 
that he is now retired and 
living at the Highland Farms 
Community. He’s very active 
in the Presbyterian Church 
and Rotary and teaches 
driver safety for AARP.

Mary Rodriguez Wardrop 
is now a full-time volunteer 
and plays an occasional 
game of golf. “The Pinehurst 
Presbyterian Church and 
a used book shop, which 
supports our local library, 
occupy many hours of my 
weeks.”

Betty Carol Johnston 
Germany is a published poet. 

Class Notes

The charitable gift annuity is an increasingly popular 
way to make a planned gift to Rhodes while enjoying 
fi xed income for life and possible tax benefi ts. In 
exchange for a contribution of $10,000 or more, in 
cash or appreciated stock, Rhodes can offer you a fi xed 
annual payment for life, based on your contribution, 
your age and the current annuity rates established by 
the American Council on Gift Annuities.

The amount of your lifetime annual payment is 
determined at the time the charitable gift annuity is 
funded. Your annual payment will never change and 
will continue regardless of how long you live.

Age              Annuity Rate
70 ............................ 5.8%
75 ............................ 6.4%
80 ...........................  7.2%
85 .............................8.1%
90 & over ...................9.5%

You may establish a charitable gift annuity for you 
and your spouse or any other loved one, but the 
annuity rates will be slightly lower for two people. For 
additional information, please contact:

The Rhodes College Offi ce of Development
901-843-3850

rhodes.edu/plannedgiving

The
Charitable
Annuity: 
The Gift 
That Keeps 
Giving
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“I write for an international 
magazine and am in the 
process of getting a book 
of poetry published. I am 
a volunteer musician for 
Briarcrest, Salvation Army, 
Symphony League and 
Four Seasons (Alzheimer’s).” 
Husband Reg says, “After 
selling the bank, where I was 
president for years, I found 
myself not retired, but being 
a bank consultant, managing 
my son’s law fi rm and 
serving as marketing director 
for the Barret School of 
Banking as well as serving 
on general boards.”

Kenneth Holditch reports 
that he has published four 
books and has another on 
the way.

1957
Suzanne McCarroll Warner 

was planning to complete 
her academic work at 
seminary at the University 
of the South in May. “I was 
ordained to the deaconate by 
Bishop Ted Gulick, Diocese 
of Kentucky, Dec. 21, 2009. 
After ordination to the 
priesthood, probably in June, 
I will remain in Louisville 
on assignment by the bishop. 
Interesting journey, how 
God calls us to new life at all 
stages and times of our lives.”

1958
Reporter: Lorraine 
Rayburn Abernathy
30 Willway Ave.
Richmond, VA 23226
804-353-4202
labernathy04@comcast.net

From a Memphis news 
release: “On March 1, 2010, 
at the spring meeting of 
the National Association of 
Attorneys General (NAAG) 
in Washington, DC, 
former Tennessee Attorney 
General and Burch, Porter 
& Johnson attorney W.J. 
Michael Cody, and Stephen 
E. Merrill, former Attorney 
General and Governor of 

New Hampshire, were 
elected co-chairs of the 
Society of Attorneys General 
Emeritus (SAGE). Only 
the second co-chairs in 
the organization’s 20-year 
history, their term offi cially 
began at the NAAG summer 
meeting June 15 in Seattle.” 
Congratulations, Mike, for 
a much-deserved honor. 
(Who’d ever have thought 
we’d achieve “emeritus” 
status?!)

John Quinn in Washington, 
DC, says, “Joan and I are 
sitting at the airport waiting 
to board a plane bound for 
Tampa, where we board a 
ship headed for Key West, 
Belize and the Mexican 
Yucatan Peninsula. We will 
be cruising with Garrison 
Keillor and his troops. We 
booked this venture in 
January so that we could at 
least dream of warm climes 
as we dug out of over 30 
inches of snow in February. 
I can also report having 
recently had breakfast with 
Mike Cody in Washington. 
Both of us continue to 
practice law full time.”

Jane ’59 and Jack 
Biedenharn write from Vero 
Beach, FL, that Jack, ever in 
the sun, continues to have 
skin cancers removed (and 
that fellow still goes out in 
the sun daily to teach and 
play tennis!). They are proud 
of their oldest granddaughter, 
Jill, who recently graduated 
from the University of 
Florida and has been 
accepted into the graduate 
marketing degree program 
at Syracuse University. Two 
other granddaughters are 
outstanding at lacrosse and 
soccer, as well as volleyball. 
It seems that Jack is still a 
fan of “the aging musicians, 
the Rolling Stones.”

From Arnold and Linda 
Hardesty Schroeter in 
Minnesota comes word: 

“Arnold retired from 
practicing dermatology at 
Mayo Clinic in March 2009. 

That summer, we had a 
Schroeter/Hardesty reunion 
at our place in northern 
Minnesota and 23 attended. 
Arnold and I went on a work 
project with members of 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester, to Sitka, AK, 
where we worked on the 
building and grounds of 
First Presbyterian Church 
there. Sitka is a beautiful 
place. In the fall we 
accompanied our youngest 
son and his wife to China 
as they adopted a baby 
girl. There were 10 families, 
and we were accompanied 
by Chinese representatives 
of the American adoption 
agency. It was a unique and 
rewarding experience.”

Paul Thompson writes 
from Cape Cod that he’s 
delighted to be out in 
the garden after a cold 
winter. During Lent, Paul 
discovered Anna Julia 
Cooper, “an extraordinary, 
inspiring and exciting 
African American educator, 
author and advocate, born 
in 1859 to an enslaved black 
woman and her mother’s 
white master.” In 1925, she 
received, at age 66, a Ph.D. 
from the Sorbonne, the 
fi rst black woman from 
any country to do so. Paul 
got her book, A Voice from 
the South, from the library 
and then ordered a copy for 
himself.

Mary and Buddy Whiteaker 
were honored by their town 
of White Hall (outside of 
Pine Bluff, AR) for their 
generous community 
service. In Buddy’s words, 

“Mary and I are somewhat 
embarrassed at having this 
item reported. We were 
recently the recipients of a 
Community Service Award 
from our little town for 
doing what most folks do 
every day—just try to live 
as good neighbors and give 
back a little to a place we all 
call home. Although it was 
for 30 years of service to the 

city of White Hall, I believe 
our age and the fact that 
we made a gift of land for 
a small city park was what 
prompted the recognition. 
Nonetheless, we appreciated 
the honor and recognition 
and hope it will inspire 
others to get involved in 
community affairs.” The 
Whiteakers were due to 
attend, with Hervey and 
Sam Martin ’59, the 75th 
anniversary of the founding 
of the Epsilon Sigma chapter 
of Sigma Nu fraternity at 
Rhodes in April. Also they 
had a Caribbean cruise to 
look forward to that month.

It was back to Africa April 
15 for and Louis and Kip 
Shoaf Zbinden, from San 
Antonio, TX. After the big 
party their children threw 
at Port Aransas for the 
Zbindens’ 50th anniversary, 
Kip is still reeling: “I cannot 
believe we are really old 
enough to have been married 
that long! Of course, I am 
sure we do not LOOK that 
old!”

Finally, I attempted a 
visit to Shiney Jackson’s 
’59 house at Montreat, NC, 
on Jan. 6, 2010. Shiney’s 
sister, Nancy Williamson 
’66 (Louisville, KY), is a 
friend, as well, so we were 
to meet at Montreat for a 
few days’ visit. Well, I got 
there (really high up on 
the mountain) only to hear 
on the Weather Channel 
that a BIG snowstorm was 
headed our way. We did 
some walking around, some 
eating, looking at Sissy 
Rasberry Jones’ ’59 house 
on same street, spent the 
night—and then I headed 
back to Richmond to beat 
the storm, which I did. But, 
you know, it was worth it to 
see old chums.

Keep in touch, folks!
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Class Notes

1959
Reporter: Sara Jean 
(Shiney) Jackson
4000 Purdue St., #149
Houston, TX 77005
713/748-4025
sjj1022@earthlink.net

Yes! Life in retirement can 
be rewarding. I am referring 
to the accomplishments of 
Joe Sullivan, now becoming 
known as quite a wildlife 
photographer in the 
Memphis area. Joe is active 
in the Memphis Camera 
Club and has photographs 
in an exhibition at Christian 
Brothers. (Joe is reluctant 
to write about himself, so 
I thank his friends for this 
report!)

San Andrews Robertson 
continues to enjoy travel 
and life with her retired 
military husband, Bill. They 
and others in our class have 
recently celebrated Golden 
Wedding anniversaries.

Some of you write to 
me of political interests 
and activities. An editorial 
comment from this reporter 
is that all of us Rhodes folks 
have a real opportunity to 
demonstrate civility and a bit 
of graciousness in our political 
interactions. ’Nuff said!

1960
50th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Friday: Dessert Reception 
after the Homecoming 
Reception, the Home of 
Kim and Ray Henley
Saturday: 6:30 p.m. 
Cocktail Reception 
and Dinner, McCallum 
Ballroom
Reporter: Kim Baxter 
Henley
kbaxhen@comcast.net
427 Colonial Rd.
Memphis, TN 38117
901-761-1443

The California Association 
for the Gifted announced 
that Jim Webb will be 

honored with its Ruth A. 
Martinson Past Presidents 
Award for 2009. He is 
recognized nationally as one 
of the 25 most infl uential 
psychologists in the area of 
gifted education.

Last April, Janie Thomas 
Wesson “checked off one 
thing on my ‘bucket list’ 
and fl ew to the island of 
Singapore to visit our son 
Richard, his Singaporean-
born wife Kartini, and their 
two little girls. We drove 
up to Kuala Lumpur, the 
capital of Malaysia, and then 
later fl ew to Bali and stayed 
at the Hard Rock Hotel in 
Kuta, where the girls could 
swim in the gigantic pool. 
Renting a car, we headed for 
the countryside and found 
a lovely little hotel in the 
town of Ubud. There we 
saw the beloved Hindu epic 
drama ‘Ramayana.’ After 
going through the Sacred 
Monkey Forest Sanctuary, 
we returned to the narrow 
streets of Kuta. It was back 
to Singapore and later a 
24-hour journey to Panama 
City, FL.”

Glenda Taylor Addington 
has retired after almost 40 
years of teaching reading, 
Spanish and language arts 
from sixth grade through 
community college. “I enjoyed 
a trip on the Queen Mary 2 
(NYC to Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
to Boston to NYC) with my 
husband last July.”

Jim Curtis traveled to 
New York City to attend the 
premiere of his son Ben’s 
fi rst feature fi lm, “Spy,” in 
which he co-stars with Vince 
Pastore (formerly of  “The 
Sopranos”). “ I’m recovering 
from two years of physical 
disability and am thankful to 
be roaring and rolling again.”

Eleanor Morrison Herron 
writes: “We have lived in 
the country for 41 years 
in Hickory Withe, Fayette 
County, TN, doing ‘country 
stuff ’—cows, chickens, 
sheep, etc.—and loving 

every minute! We raised 
three boys out here, have 
nine grandchildren and 
life is good. Harrison is 
retired and I still work part 
time at Banana Republic. 
Even though neither of us 
graduated with our class 
of 1960, we treasure the 
many friendships that have 
endured through these 50 
years and look forward to 
every reunion.”

Lynda Lipscomb Wexler’s 
oldest granddaughter 
graduated from the 
University of Montana 
last May and married in 
June. “It’s hard to realize 
that I was the grandmother 
of the bride. Two other 
grandchildren are freshmen 
in college and another is an 
eighth-grader. I enjoy being 
the oldest member of the 
Praise Team at church once 
a month—even have my 
own head mike! Also enjoy 
being on a couple of boards, 
working out at Curves, 
reading, eating! Love 
housing my classmate, Billie 
Patch Martin, who makes an 
annual visit to stay with me.”

Peggy Hiller Harris has 
been married and living in 
Savannah, GA, for 45 years. 

“Our son and family live 
here, where he is a retinal 
specialist. I retired 11 years 
ago from teaching full time 
and now I spend many 
hours a week volunteering. 
Our daughter is a museum 
consultant in Washington, 
DC. My husband, an 
attorney, is still working full 
time. We love to travel.”

Dale Pfl ug is retired from 
Bank of America. He and 
his wife have three daughters 
and nine grandchildren. “I 
enjoy fi shing, golf, reading, 
traveling, volunteer 
activities.”

Frank Morris writes: “After 
graduating from Rhodes and 
Vanderbilt, I embarked on 
a long career with Procter 
& Gamble. Retired here in 
Cincinnati in 2000. Health 

is good; spouse and children 
are fi ne. Still I sometimes get 
nostalgic about the good old 
days at ‘Southwestern.’”

Jerry and Nadine McKinley 
Runsick are enjoying 
retirement. “Jerry has gone 
back to work part time. I 
enjoy helping my church—
First Presbyterian, Jonesboro, 
AR—by being on the session 
(this last year was my third 
year), helping with children’s 
sermons, snacks for social 
times, Presbyterian Women 
moderator, keeping bulletin 
boards current.”

In 2000, Jack Hoelscher 
retired from practicing 
dentistry in Memphis for 
35 years. “I teach two days 
a week at the University 
of Tennessee College 
of Dentistry and am a 
consultant for Paragon Inc., 
a dental practice transition 
company.”

Sam Kim, who retired 
from teaching at Columbia 
University in 2007, remains 
as senior research scholar 
at Columbia’s Weatherhead 
East Asian Institute. His 
book, The Two Koreas and 
the Great Powers (Cambridge 
University Press 2006), is his 
22nd book.

1961
George Awsumb
wawsumb@gmail.com

 “Tom and I have enjoyed 
a beautiful spring here in 
Shreveport,” Judi Carson 
Vestal writes. “In May, we 
planned a trip to Memphis, 
a trip to north Texas to visit 
with friends, and a trip to 
south Louisiana. In addition, 
we looked forward to having 
my sister and brother-in-law 
visit for a few days early in 
May, and Tom’s brother and 
his wife later in the month. 
I continue to consult with 
the Occupational Therapy 
Department at LSUHSC, 
teach a little bit and am 
currently helping with 
preparations for accreditation. 
I also volunteer with CASA 
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(Court Appointed Special 
Advocate) and represent the 
best interests of children 
who have been abused or 
neglected and are going 
through the court system. It 
is most interesting and I have 
enjoyed learning the process 
of keeping children safe.”

George and Betsy 
Awsumb ’63 went to St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church 
in Washington, DC, for the 
baptism of our grandson, 
Whitman, on the Sunday 
after Easter. In March, we 
fl ew to Agoura Hills, CA, to 
celebrate family birthdays 
with two of our daughters 
and our four grandkids.

1963
Charlie Rich
gsrcar@sbcglobal.net

1964
Reporter: Mary Lou Quinn 
McMillin
maryloumc1@comcast.net

Fresh from planning a 
very successful and fun 45th 
reunion for us at Rhodes, 
Ann Clark Quinlen Harris 
writes that she, along with 
Emily Holloway Walker, 
Dorritte Evans Early and 
Susan Patton Crawford are 
working on their 50th high 
school reunion together. 
As usual, it is a reunion by 
committee. “We hope this is 
as much fun as the Rhodes 
45th. We are even using the 
same caterer and the same 
menu!”

Mary Mansell Pope reports: 
“I continue to live south of 
Vicksburg at Lake Claiborne. 
My mother, Ruth Mansell, 
is 99 and lives comfortably 
and full of contentment at 
Belmont Gardens Assisted 
Living in Vicksburg. She 
is truly remarkable and the 
light of my life. Mother 
recently came to my house 
to eat fi sh with me! I caught 
the fi sh! My sister, Sarah, 

also lives in Vicksburg and 
shares the caregiving role 
with me. I love being back 
in the church where I was 
baptized. Currently, I am 
on the session and serving 
as worship chair. This is 
a great opportunity for 
me, as I did not have these 
responsibilities while Henry 
was in ministry. My Sunday 
school class of fi ve- and 
six-year-olds keeps me 
busy! I live close to the 
community of Port Gibson 
and enjoy friendships 
with Presbyterians and 
others there. Right now, 
I am participating in a 
Disciple Bible Study of the 
Gospels with the minister 
of the Port Gibson United 
Methodist Church. My 
children are well. William 
is in Vicksburg; Steffen in 
Lexington, KY; Randy at 
Sheppard AFB in Texas. 
My grandchildren are 
wonderful. I visited with 
all in Birmingham in April. 
The grandchildren are: 
Andrew (13), Halston (10), 
Mary (7) and Paul (3). I 
am also enjoying my yard, 
fi shing when I want to go 
to the trouble and porcelain 
painting. Now and then 
I get together with Alabel 
May Wiser for lunch and 
a visit. She is wonderful 
about remembering my 
mother and even comes to 
Vicksburg to see her.”

“Here is a voice from the 
FOSSIL AGE!” wrote Sue 
Hearn Lecky. Not quite, 
but it is wonderful to get 
the following update from 
Sue: “I married shortly after 
graduation from Rhodes and 
then moved to Germany for 
two years where Ralston (my 
husband, William Ralston 
Lecky III of Richmond, 
VA) was stationed with the 
Army. Our oldest daughter, 
Jenny, was born in the Army 
hospital in Frankfurt while 
we lived north of there in 
Butzbach. After that, we 
moved back to Mobile 

where Ralston worked for 
International Paper in many 
capacities as an electrical 
engineer for 34 years. Our 
next two daughters, Kathy 
and Susie, were born here 
in Mobile. We have been 
here all this time except 
for the eight years we were 
in Natchez, MS. Ralston 
took early retirement in 
1997. I have spent these 
years raising three girls and 
being very involved in all of 
their activities. I have also 
done community, church 
and volunteer work and 
more recently have been 
as involved, as distance 
permits, in the activities 
of our fi ve grandchildren, 
who live in Gulfport and 
Jackson, MS. For the last 
20 years we have enjoyed 
spending time (hurricanes 
permitting) at our beach 
cottage on Dauphin Island, 
AL. Ten years ago, we 
started traveling and have 
taken some remarkable trips 
to many areas of the world. 
In mid-April, we traveled 
with Jenny and her husband 
back to Germany to show 
her where she was born 
and where we lived at that 
time. We had corresponded 
with the lady who now 
lives in one of the houses 
in Butzbach that we lived 
in and she invited us for 
coffee and cake—isn’t that 
neat? I would love to see 
some of our friends from 
Southwestern. I still miss 
Anna Banana (Anne Crowell) 
so much—don’t we all! I 
see Nancy Bullard Ladner 
occasionally.”

Trish Gladney Holland 
shared the following update: 

“I retired as pastor of First 
Presbyterian, Rockdale, TX, 
in 2005 to be available to 
help care for Mother, who 
died in September 2007, and 
Daddy, who joined her in 
August 2008. George and I 
enjoy living in Austin, TX, 
only a mile or two from our 
two daughters and their 

families. It is especially nice 
to be able to take advantage 
of continuing education 
events at Austin Seminary. 
Our sons are in Waco and 
College Station, so gathering 
the family (which now 
includes four grandchildren) 
is a frequent delight. My 
recent publications include 
Swimming in Grace: A 
Pastor’s Response to Suicide 
and Waiting for Olivia, a 
collection of poems for 
expectant parents. I hope 
to have another collection 
of poems, A Husband’s Not 
a Horse, ready to publish 
by summer. I am serving as 
volunteer parish associate 
at an exciting racially 
inclusive PC (USA) new 
church development—New 
Covenant Fellowship of 
Austin. It’s a joy to watch 
lives being transformed. We 
enjoyed seeing Marguerite 
Ward Autry ’65 in DC and 
Cam and Joan Herbert 
Murchison at Columbia 
Seminary when I attended 
the Presbyterian Writers 
Conference last spring. We 
visited Jim and Janelle 
Collier ’65 in Wooster, 
OH, when attending 
the Covenant Network 
Conference in Cleveland 
in November and Queenie 
Porter ’65 in Birmingham. 
The Colliers spent the winter 
here in Austin enjoying their 
grandson before heading 
for Tucson and a week at 
Borderlinks. I would love 
to see and hear from other 
Rhodes friends.”

From Hayden Kaden 
we hear: “The only thing 
interesting that we have 
done, besides doing what 
we do—living in Alaska 
and Mexico—was taking 
a weeklong canoe trip in 
September down the Stewart 
River to the Yukon River 
and pulling out at Dawson, 
Yukon Territory. Great trip 
with beautiful fall colors, 
no bugs, cool nights and 
warm days. We plan to 
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make a similar trip every 
fall until we can’t. Also, we 
got to visit with Martha 
and Jerry Duncan ’61 and 
Marily and Allen Hughes, 
both ’61 (all of Southwestern 
persuasion) when they were 
in San Miguel de Allende 
for a couple of weeks in 
February. We all attended a 
fantastic lecture by Barbara 
Kingsolver, introducing her 
latest book, The Lacuna. 
We left Mexico in mid-
March for our biennial 
transhemispheric migration 
to Alaska.”

Joe Howell has joined 
the ranks of the retired and 
writes, “I retired from Venus 
Swimwear at the end of May 
2009. I’ve been spending my 
time fi shing, watching my 
grandson play sports and 
doing volunteer work for 
the Food Bank of Northeast 
Florida. Judy (Emery) ’65 is 
still working but may try to 
cut back on her hours this 
year. We try to get up to 
Charlotte as often as we can 
to visit a granddaughter. I 
can’t say we have generated 
much excitement lately, but 
I kind of like it that way.” 
Sounds happily retired, 
doesn’t he?

Mary Lou Carwile Finley 
shared the following, “A 
highlight of Jim’s ’62 and 
my winter was attending 
a week of the Winter 
Olympics at Whistler! It 
was a family affair too, 
with our son Bill, wife 
Katie, children Haley and 
Nick, and daughter Ellen, 
husband Brian, and children 
Gavin, Simon and Grace 
all spending four days with 
us! We had been planning 
for that week since standing 
in the Village Square in 
the summer of 2003 and 
hearing that Vancouver 
and Whistler had been 
selected for the 2010 Winter 
Olympics! Everything was 
at a high excitement pitch 
with national fl ags, and 
pins—and red mittens—

everywhere. It was truly a 
happening! National pride 
was emotional and loud! A 
constant party with huge 
screens showing events, 
award ceremonies, people 
everywhere, whooping and 
hollering—it was great, 
and great fun to share with 
family. Fortunately, tickets 
became available and we 
were able to attend more 
things than originally 
planned—bobsled, giant 
slalom, men’s combined 
(slalom and downhill) and 
medal ceremonies. The 
harmony and respect shown 
between athletes and 
spectators from different 
countries all over the world 
was truly heartwarming and 
reassuring. We can get along, 
and this ultimate arena of 
sports competition is an 
outstanding example! Yea 
USA!”

Challace and I, along with 
our daughter Lisa (who 
lives in Nashville) recently 
returned from a fun trip 
to Augusta, MT, where 
we SURPRISED our son, 
Sid, arriving just in time to 
celebrate his 40th birthday! 
In addition to the birthday 
shenanigans, we rode out 
(on horseback!) to look for 
the newly shed elk horns and 
did some hiking under the 
wide and beautiful Montana 
skies!

Enjoy your summer! 
Remember the adventures 
you experience so you can 
share them with us this fall!

1965
45th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 6-8 p.m. 
Cocktail Reception, Barret 
Library, The Middle 
Ground
Reporter: Virginia Lowry 
Ives
virginiaives65@bellsouth.net

Our 45th reunion will 
be a wonderful chance to 

reconnect with Rhodes 
and our classmates. Look 
forward to seeing you the 
weekend of Oct. 29-30. 
Please contact Rhodes 
or me if you need more 
information.

I also regretfully share 
with you that our classmate, 
Paul Cox, passed away April 
11, 2010.

Carl Fisher has now fully 
retired from his OB/GYN 
practice and is living on 
the coast of South Carolina, 
where they have had a home 
for over 20 years. Currently, 
he is the interim medical 
director of a free medical 
clinic on Pawleys Island. 
Little Edward Carl Fisher III 
was added to their tribe in 
February.

Ed Williams writes: 
“Life is good here on the 
farm. Although I retired 
a few years ago as director 
of the West Virginia 
Department of Agriculture 
Poultry Laboratory Testing 
Facility, I continue to 
be actively engaged in 
farming, particularly in the 
implementation of better 
farming and conservation 
practices that support 
conservation and global 
health concerns. Beef cattle 
and forage crops to support 
the cattle are my interest. 
My wife, Pat, recently 
retired from her position of 
administrator of the Hardy 
County Health Department. 
She is redefi ning her role 
as a retired nurse, as she 
continues to be active in the 
local disaster response role as 
needed. Our three adult sons 
have moved away from home. 
Scott, who attended Duke 
undergrad and UVA med 
school, his wife and their 
three children live about 
three hours away, where 
Scott is an ER physician. 
Doug, after graduating 
from Stanford, married a 
classmate, and they and their 
son live in the Silicon Valley 
area of California, where 

Doug is a R&D scientist 
with AMD. Jeff, a Potomac 
State College grad, lives 
in Moorefi eld and works 
with us here on the farm. 
We are active in our local 
Presbyterian Church, Boy 
Scout Troop 60 where all 
three sons earned their Eagle 
rank, and enjoy traveling to 
visit grandchildren! If any of 
you are ever in Eastern West 
Virginia, we would love for 
you to stop and visit ... only 
two hours from the DC 
beltway.”

Lou Ellyn Hindman 
Griffi n shares this: “We are 
preparing for a two-week 
trip to south central China 
in July. We will be with a 
group of 11 from our church 
to teach grade school and 
middle school teachers of 
English. Most of them have 
never heard spoken English. 
We will teach pronunciation 
and class management. I 
had lunch with Patty Starck 
George recently and she is 
enjoying being in Salem 
with her children and 
grandchildren. She enjoys 
time at the Oregon coast 
also.”

Teri Tate Hornberger spent 
time in January visiting 
family in Seattle and Los 
Angeles celebrating her 67th 
birthday with granddaughter 
Abigail, whose eighth 
birthday was about the same 
time. Returning to Seattle 
with her daughter, Shelby 
Sewell, Teri spent a few 
days with her sister, Anne 
Townsend, at the Hood 
Canal. It was a wonderful 
time with family. Upon 
turning to Kendrick, ID, 
Teri began teaching in the 
Artist in Residence program 
at the Juliaetta Elementary 
School. This is the third year 
that the Art Commission 
has received a grant to teach 
this program. Juliaetta, a 
rural community, does not 
have an art program for 
elementary students.

Sarah Reagan writes: 
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“After more than three 
decades as a practicing 
clinical psychologist, I’ll 
be closing my independent 
practice in Arlington, VA. I 
do so with some reluctance 
because I’ve enjoyed almost 
every moment of it (except 
dealing with insurance 
companies) and I could 
not have found a better 
profession. I’ve lived in the 
Washington, DC, metro 
area for over 40 years and 
am not sure I want to give 
that up either. We will be 
spending the winter in 
Florida to discover if we can 
really live there. We have 
one place on Manasota Key 
just below Sarasota and 
another in The Villages, FL. 
I’d love to know if any of 
our classmates are living or 
wintering in either spot.”

Bob Sessum has 
announced his retirement 
as an active Episcopal priest 
effective Aug. 31, 2010, after 
40 years of ministry. “My 
last few months will be at 
Good Shepherd Episcopal 
Church, Lexington, KY, 
where I have served for the 
past 16 years. Donna and I 
plan to remain here for the 
time being and will travel 
some. Several years ago we 
bought a condo and that 
will allow us to get away 
easily. This was a good time 
to make the decision as I 
have served out my terms 
at the national church level 
as well as on Anglican 
Church international boards 
and committees. Looking 
forward to a slower place 
and seeing everyone in 
October.”

Ken Brunson, an 
orthodontist in Dyersburg, 
TN, reports that his son 
is practicing medicine in 
Knoxville, one daughter is 
a pharmacist in Dyersburg, 
another daughter is a nurse 
in Memphis, and yet another 
daughter is a junior in high 
school.

Retired art teacher Sally 

Kindig Clark is currently 
a partner in an art gallery 
called The Artists Gallery, 
Chestertown, MD. “I enjoy 
being a grandmother—three 
grandsons.” 

North Little Rock’s public 
library system announced 
a grant program to award 
up to $10,000 per year to 
an Arkansas writer. The 
fi rst grant was given to Grif 
Stockley, who is completing 
a book on 21 black teenagers 
in Wrightsville who died in 
a fi re in 1959 at the Negro 
Boys Industrial School. 

1966
Reporter: Sammy Primm 
Marshall
samamarshall@comcast.
net

Bob Frank and John Murry 
at bobfrankandjohnmurry.
net/ have a song you can 
download for free about 
Dylan Hartsfeld, a young 
soldier who came home 
from Iraq and was killed 
by a policeman in his own 
backyard.

Our class was saddened to 
learn of the death of Kelly 
Thomas on March 12 and 
our thoughts are with his 
family at this time.

Nancy Jackson Williamson 
writes that she and her 
husband, Bill, have moved 
to Louisville, KY, after 
his retirement from active 
ministry last September. 
They have lived in Columbia, 
TN, for the last 20 years. 
Bill has accepted the parish 
associate position in the 
church their daughter and 
her family attend. Now 
they live only 10 minutes 
away from two of their 
grandchildren and enjoy 
picking them up from 
school one day a week for 
some “spoil the grandkids” 
time. They also enjoy many 
aspects of life in Louisville.

My news is that my 
husband, Mike, retired 
April 1 after about 35 years 

of OB/GYN practice. We 
look forward to spending 
time with my daughter 
and her family who live in 
Memphis but also hope to 
spend more time seeing the 
U.S. and visiting children 
and grandchildren who 
live out of state (California, 
Colorado and Ontario) and 
friends who live in various 
parts of the country. We 
now have a total of fi ve 
grandchildren with one 
more on the way. We enjoy 
fl y-fi shing and visiting both 
state and national parks 
and hope to do more of 
that in the near future as 
well as spending time in the 
Arkansas Ozarks.

1967
Reporter: Jeanne Hope 
Jacobs Buckner
Box 345
Winter Harbor, ME 04693
jhbuckner@aol.com

Jim and Jane Durham 
presented their daughter, 
Lori, in marriage to 
Rodney Abele ’97 at First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Hot Springs, AR, Aug. 8, 
2009. It turned out to be 
a Rhodes family affair. In 
attendance were Charlie ’71 
and Sandy Cook Durham 
’72, Dave ’78 and Kim 
Durham ’78, Rob ’04 and 
Ellen Durham ’05, Neal ’02 
and Carol Durham Meyer ’02, 
and Lori’s cousins, Christy 
Cooley ’96, Amy ’98 and Will 
McQueen ’99. Also attending 
were Jody Walker ’67 and 
Mike Whitaker ’67, best 
man Allen Boudreaux ’97, 
and groomsmen Enrique 
Espinosa ’97 and Erik Berry 
’97. Lori and Rodney live in 
the Washington, DC, area.

Aaron Foster is about 
to retire for the second 
time. “I am ready for some 
uninterrupted time for 
me. Back in 2000 I took a 
buyout from BellSouth and 
retired for the fi rst time. 
However, between the stock 

market going down and 
my drawing off my funds, I 
had to go back to work and 
leave the pension alone for 
awhile. I plan to play the 
organ on a regular basis 
until I get in my 50 years. 
After retirement from CTSI 
this year, I have a couple of 
recitals planned. It will be so 
nice to have as much time to 
practice as I want. Also, Jose 
and I are looking forward to 
our fi rst cruise in October. I 
know that will be lots of fun! 
There are lots of places we 
want to see before we get too 
old and infi rm to travel.”

Both Aaron and Rosie 
Gladney sent in the news 
of Gale Buckley’s death on 
Jan. 15. Aaron wrote: “I 
don’t how much you all 
knew about Gale’s many 
health problems over the 
last few years. As his health 
declined his world grew 
smaller. He had to give 
up driving, then any trips 
other than to the doctor 
or short visits away from 
home. With each health 
issue and hospitalization 
he became less able to live 
by himself in his beautiful 
home surrounded by all his 
beautiful things that he had 
collected over a lifetime. I 
can’t remember exactly when 
it happened, but after weeks 
of physical therapy, he was 
not able to go home. So he 
went to Covington Manor 
Nursing Home for what we 
hoped would be a temporary 
stay. After he was rushed 
to the hospital from the 
nursing home several times, 
his strength just would 
not come back. He made 
the best of the situation 
by using e-mail and the 
phone to keep up with his 
friends. Toward the end, he 
was having trouble with his 
hands, and typing on the 
computer, even dialing the 
phone became very diffi cult. 
Mentally, he was fi ne and 
relished any visits by phone 
or in person. Gale loved his 
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great-nieces and always had 
several cute stories about 
their latest adventures. He 
referred to them as ‘my girls.’ 
The funeral service was most 
uplifting. I don’t know how 
much of it he had planned. 
There was a large turnout of 
people of all ages with lots of 
laughs and stories and every 
type of music from a string 
trio playing pre-service 
music to Southern gospel 
songs, and the pianist played 
some beautiful traditional 
hymn arrangements. As it 
turns out, Gale had done 
the fl owers for the pianist’s 
wedding. Needless to say, 
there were fabulous fl ower 
arrangements and lots of 
family pictures. I think Gale 
would have been pleased. 
Every time my phone rings 
after 9 p.m. I think it is Gale 
calling to visit. I miss those 
calls already.”

Jennifer and Ray Henley’s 
son Trevor had his aortic 
heart valve replaced with a 
bovine valve this winter. He 
did very well but the rest 
of the family was wiped 
out from the stress of it 
all. Jennifer recommends 
that we read The Help by 
Kathryn Stockett. We both 
thought it was a great book.

Bill Heiter has too much 
time on his hands if he 
can send in a note like this 
to entertain us: “Well, we 
ain’t been to Ideho, an we 
ain’t been to Mane; Urope 
nither—it’s the recesshan, 
dontcha noe. Yestaday, it 
was teacher’s work day so 
I took the granddaughters 
crabb’in—only with global 
warm’n it’s so #*@% cold 
there weren’t no crabs so 
we went on a harbore tor in 
our 14’ wood’n skif—saw 
the cruze ship Fantasy and 
the litteral combat vessel 
Indypendence (or whatever 
its name is—the guy with 
the M-16 took note so 
we kep our distance) and 
lotsa big ships with their 
propellars outta wader—

drydock ya see. Went ta the 
fi sh farm in Missisip a spell 
back; bot 300 copar nose 
and 16 grass carp—talk 
about thro’in money in a 
hole. B-4 ya plagerize any 
of this, be shore ya ran it by 
spel chek.”

Ketti Tyree had another 
quiet year. Quiet for Ketti 
meant trips to Atlantic 
Beach, NC, Jacksonville, FL, 
Cozumel and Cincinnati, 
high tea at the Mandarin 
Hotel, a Paul McCartney 
concert and swimming with 
whale sharks. She ended the 
year with shoulder surgery in 
order to get out of hanging 
the Christmas lights.

Susan Head Osoinach 
celebrated her 65th in 
style. She and husband Pat 
’69 went to the Sybaris in 
Chicago. “Private heated 
swimming pool and all—it 
was great!”

I had a surprise in 
December when my son 
Matthew and his pregnant 
wife Esme fl ew from 
Portland, ME, to Los 
Angeles for the holidays. 
The day after arriving Esme 
went into pre-eclampsia 
and delivered a 1 lb., 12 oz. 
boy three months early. I 
am happy to say that after 
a scary yet inspiring three 
months in the NICU in 
Long Beach, Baby Adan fl ew 
home in late March and is 
thriving. I now have three 
grandsons, two male pets, 
four brothers and a husband. 
It’s a huge burden to carry 
the feminine amongst all 
this testosterone. When 
this goes to print I will be 
enjoying the coast of Maine 
yet another summer. My 
goal this year is to grow 
tomatoes in my garden 
along with lots of other 
vegetables. It’s not so easy in 
that cooler climate with the 
ocean breezes bearing down 
on plants that love heat. I 
am not daunted and I will 
succeed!

1968
Reporters: Bob Morris
bmorris68@comcast.net
Drue Thom White
drueboo@aol.com

Perry Cowden sends 
this update: “In 2004, I 
lost my wife, Linda, to 
multiple myeloma (bone 
cancer). We were happily 
and joyously married 
for 25 years. Linda had a 
son, Chris, from her fi rst 
marriage whom I adopted. 
We had a daughter, Amy, 
together. Amy graduated 
magna cum laude from 
U.T. Chattanooga’s School 
of Business and now is with 
Deloitte & Touche. She was 
recently promoted to talent 
manager in the HR division. 
I’m still working for the U.S. 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development as 
the contract administration 
oversight monitor for 
Kentucky and Tennessee, 
essentially managing the 
department’s contract with 
the State Housing Finance 
Agency. I am a member 
of Bellevue Presbyterian 
Church, sing in the choir, 
am on the board of directors 
of my condo association and 
do work for and support 
Hearing Bridges, a nonprofi t 
dedicated to support of and 
assistance to the deaf and 
hard of hearing in Middle 
Tennessee. My late wife was 
the organization’s manager.”

Jimmy Riggan writes: 
“Linda and I live in a suburb 
of Charlotte, NC, which we 
fi nd convenient to both the 
mountains and the beach. 
After retiring from Wachovia 
Bank in 2007, I now spend 
much of my time on the golf 
course. My handicap has 
improved a bit, and playing 
from the senior tees has 
been nice. Like most of our 
generation, we love spending 
time with our grandchildren. 
We have four young 
granddaughters—two each 

in Atlanta and Nashville, 
which allows us to see them 
throughout the year. We are 
truly blessed.”

Jim Mitchell reports that 
he is enjoying a “part-time” 
retirement. Following his 
retirement as superintendent 
of the Shelby County School 
District, Jim accepted an 
invitation to serve as the 
school leader in residence in 
the College of Education at 
the University of Memphis. 
He teaches a select cohort 
of 16 graduate students in 
the master of science degree 
program in leadership and 
policy studies. Students 
who successfully complete 
the program earn a master’s 
degree and a license to 
serve as a Tennessee school 
principal. Jim’s wife Nancy 
has retired from her 32-
year career with Delta Air 
Lines. In recent years, they 
have enjoyed traveling both 
abroad and in the U.S. In 
addition, Jim and Nancy 
are enjoying a new house in 
Lakeland, TN.

Janelle Hood Haseman 
writes: “My retirement 
years have been fi lled with 
grandchildren, volunteer 
work and travel. Our 
grandsons Dallas (9) and 
Jesse (6) keep my husband 
and me hopping! I’ve been 
able to put my Spanish 
to good use as a client 
interviewer for Urban 
Ministries, a community 
outreach program in Raleigh 
that provides food and 
medical care to the jobless 
and underinsured. My 
husband and I have done 
quite a bit of traveling, but 
at the end of the day, our 
idea of a perfect vacation is 
relaxing at our Emerald Isle 
beach house. Nothing beats 
a day at the beach with a 
good book in hand!”

Frank and Judy James 
Potter fi nally sold their 
Vicksburg, MS, home after 
two years, eight months of 
effort (whew!) and moved to 
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Collierville, TN, where they 
live in a townhome. They 
love their new community 
and reconnecting with old 
friends. They have joined 
Church of the Holy Apostles, 
Episcopal in Collierville. 
Frank works in sales and 
marketing for a German 
company, Stauf Adhesives 
USA. He is currently 
recovering from heart bypass 
surgery that he had in mid-
March and expects a full 
recovery. Jody has been an 
excellent caretaker though 
it all.

Ellen Brown Rust was 
awarded her credential as a 
certifi ed poetry therapist in 
April 2008 by the National 
Federation for Biblio/
Poetry Therapy. She uses 
her therapy in the weekly 
expressive writing groups 
and occasional workshops 
she conducts as part of her 
business, Awakening the 
Writer (awakeningthewriter.
com).  She immensely enjoys 
facilitating these groups, 
and loves running her 
own business. She believes 
she has found the perfect 

“retirement” activity.

1970
40th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 6 p.m. Dinner, 
Buckman Hall Lobby
Reporter: Hud Andrews
hud.andrews@musowls.
org

Ballin, Ballin and 
Fishman, a Memphis 
criminal defense practice, 
has added business litigator 
Barry Ward to its staff as 
partner.

Judy Jackson Thompson, 
who worked as a medical 
technologist for 25 years in 
Atlanta, now works with the 
McKinney, TX, Independent 
School District.

Carol Hufstedler Sides 
reports that she is a 

“grandmother fi ve times over, 
leads a community Bible 
study and serves as interim 
choir director at church.”

Forty years on, Gary Snow 
is still in Canada, working 
as a neuropsychologist in 
Toronto and still married 
to Dorothy. “In one of life’s 
little paradoxes, our son 
now lives in Chicago. Life is 
refreshingly uneventful here.”

In the not-so-uneventful 
category, Bill Maguire says: 

“I am currently engaged 
in an interesting and very 
scary project. For several 
years I have been a member 
of the Shelby County 
Regional Hospital Disaster 
Planning Council. (That’s a 
misnomer; we don’t actually 
plan disasters. They are bad 
enough when they happen 
anyway.) The council is 
composed of representatives 
of medical facilities, Health 
Department, state and 
local EMA and emergency 
response organizations 
such as city and county 
fi re departments, police 
and sheriffs departments, 
EMS, highway patrol, 
etc. As a radiological 
physicist I got volunteered 
to lead a radiation safety 
subcommittee. We are now 
looking at a community 
preparedness plan for 
radiological terrorism. As the 
oldest radiation safety offi cer 
in the group, I am the only 
one old enough to remember 
the days of Civil Defense, 
‘duck and cover’ drills, Bert 
the Turtle, fallout shelters, 
CONELRAD and all that, 
which I think is the reason 
I got tapped for this. I’m 
not wallowing in nostalgia 
... this is stuff I remember 
but wish I never had to 
think about again. To any 
physics majors out there: Do 
you notice that we are not 
Illuminati but may as well 
be? Nobody else understands 
what in the world we are 
talking about. Oh well.”

From Deborah Sale: “My 

husband, Ted Striggles, and 
I recently traveled to New 
Orleans for a weekend. We 
had dinner with Mary 
Howell, sister of John ’69. 
New Orleans has come a 
long way since we last saw 
it with Mary one year after 
Katrina. We met the new 
mayor at Magazine Street 
Po Boy as we and he were 
picking up sandwiches. 
Much hope seems to be 
riding on his leadership.”

Wally Mayton ended his 
12-year term of service on 
the board of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters in the Heart of 
Michigan and three-year 
term as board president. 
He received the agency’s 
Friendship Award for 2009, 
and the board named him 
director emeritus. “They 
won’t allow me to leave! 
Our youngest daughter 
Patty received her degree 
from Presbyterian College 
in May. This completes 
fi ve daughters’ fi ve private 
college educations. We are 
proud of all of them. We 
can begin to save for our 
grandchildren!”

From Hud Andrews: “It 
has been an eventful fi rst 
quarter of the year. My 
granddaughter, Gwendolyn 
Linneae Murphy, was 
born to my daughter, Amy, 
and her husband, Chris 
Murphy, Feb. 27. In January 
I began working as the 
director of the Annual Fund 
at Memphis University 
School, a grade 7-12 private 
school for boys in east 
Memphis. I am looking 
forward to seeing many of 
my classmates at our 40th 
reunion in October.”

On April 1, Michael 
Storey’s co-workers 
assembled in the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette newsroom 
for a surprise celebration of 
his weekly Otus the Head 
Cat humor column. “Otus 
has entertained readers for 
30 years and has become, as 
the executive editor noted, ‘a 

newspaper institution.’ The 
real Otus died in 1992, but 
has continued his column 
with the addition of a halo 
over his logo.” Michael was 
presented a large framed 
map of “Otus the Head Cat’s 
Arkansas.” The map, drawn 
by one of the newspaper’s 
staff artists, included many 
of the Head Cat’s more 
famous column topics—the 
piranha in Lake Jack Lee, 
the annual arrival of the 
humidity pods, blind albino 
cave alligators, the annual 
pine tree pollen swarm, the 
invasion of red fi re possums, 
the last family Velcro farm, 
rogue killer white tail deer 
and more.  Co-workers 
lustily applauded Otus’ 
accomplishment. Or maybe 
it was the 10 dozen sprinkled 
doughnuts that also attended 
the occasion.

On Jan. 4, 2010, Pat 
Simpson Terry assumed 
the position of manager of 
the Educational Options 
Unit in the Learning 
Support and Partnerships 
Division at the California 
Department of Education 
in Sacramento. “The unit 
has oversight for alternative 
schools and programs that 
provide students with the 
environment, curriculum 
and support systems needed 
to ensure that they achieve 
their full academic potential.”

Hardy Green’s book, 
The Company Town: The 
Industrial Edens and Satanic 
Mills That Shaped the 
American Economy (Basic 
Books), will be published 
in September. “It discusses 
50 different company 
towns in some detail. I 
am now writing reviews 
and articles for AOL Daily 
Finance, and have written 
for Fortune.com and Reuters.
com. You can keep up with 
me through my blog at 
bizbooksguy.blogspot.com/.”

Suzanne Chadwick 
Rowntree, Gayle Scott 
Benedetto and Mary Lou 
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McCloskey O’Keefe got 
together for a weekend in 
May—their third “annual” 
get-together. “We will 
meet in Houston this year,” 
Mary Lou says. “So far, our 
gatherings have only been 
in Texas (fair enough, since 
two out three live in Texas). 
Hope to get them to New 
Orleans one year! We are 
all working at being at the 
reunion weekend in October, 
and hope to see lots of our 
class there.”

1971
Reporter: Betha Hubbard 
Gill
1365 Yorkshire Dr.
Memphis, TN 38119
901-685-6712
yorkforest@aol.com

Paintings by Daisy 
Craddock and the late Carroll 
Cloar ’34 were at the David 
Lusk Gallery in Memphis in 
January.

1973
Reporter: Margaret 
Lawson Headrick
margaretheadrick@
comcast.net

David Francis emceed and 
performed at the Marguerite 
Francis Music at Noon 
Concert Series at the Bartlett 
(TN) United Methodist 
Church May 16.

Patricia Spears Jones 
has had a busy season. In 
January, she participated 
in a reading for Persistent 
Voices: Poetry by Writers 
Lost to AIDS in New York 
City. Also in New York, she 
collaborated with composer/
performer Jason Hwang 
for the Evolving Voice 
Vocal Series on March 1, 
and participated in the 
Brownstone Reading Series 
March 7. She went to Denver 
in April to participate in 
the AWP Conference. Her 
poems are featured in two 
forthcoming anthologies: 
Starting Today: 100 Poems 

for Obama’s First 100 Days 
ed. by Rachel Zucker and 
Arielle Greenberg, University 
of Iowa Press; and Writing 
Self and Community: African 
American Poetry After the 
Civil Rights Movement, ed. 
by Charles Henry Rowell for 
W.W. Norton. Her website is 
psjones.com.

Martin and Joy Giddens 
Lumb have moved to the 
Isle of Skye, Scotland, and 
opened a bed & breakfast in 
a 100-year-old house in Uig 
on the Bay.“We will have a 
website soon, hopefully!”

1974
Tijuana Tex, a Tennessee 

Walking Horse owned 
by John Gladney and his 
brother Darden, was named 
2009 Amateur Park Pleasure 
World Grand Champion.

Memphis divorce attorney 
Larry Rice has been selected 
for inclusion in the 2009 
Mid-South Super Lawyers. 
Again this year, he is the 
only certifi cated family law 
specialist selected to Super 
Lawyers.

1975
35th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Friday: Gathering after the 
Homecoming Reception, 
location TBD
Saturday: 6:30 p.m. 
Cocktail Reception and 
Buffet Dinner, Hardie 
Auditorium

1976
Leonard Ballard reports 

that after 30 years as a 
practicing CPA he is trying 
to slow down. “Spending 
more time on the farm with 
children McKenzie (12) 
and Matthew (10) who are 
in the 8th and 5th grades 
at Christian Academy of 
Louisville. On the farm, 
time is spent taking care 

of the animals (horses, 
sheep, cats, dogs, etc.) and 
spending time in the shop 
with woodworking tools, 
making sawdust.”

1977
From Dot Neale in 

Memphis: “You never know 
where Rhodes students 
will turn up! We needed 
a break traveling up I-65 
recently and decided to stop 
at the National Corvette 
Museum in Kentucky. I 
have passed it for years, but 
have never stopped. Just 
inside the fi rst area of the 
museum, there I was on 
the wall with my freshman 
roommate, Carolyn Carl 
Harris and another friend, 
Annie Stein McCanless. The 
three of us were actually 
walking across the Rhodes 
campus changing classes 
in 1973 when the picture 
was taken, but the museum 
had superimposed us over 
some other pictures. The 
museum staff got a real kick 
out of meeting the person 
on their wall and contacted 
the museum photographer 
to take some shots of me in 
front of my picture. It was a 
real hoot!”

1980
30th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 7 p.m. Cocktail 
Reception, Briggs Student 
Center Patio

Sally Goza continues 
to practice pediatrics in 
Fayetteville, GA. “I am a 
past president of the Georgia 
Chapter of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and 
am involved in the District 
X leadership for the national 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics.”

Merrill Wise is a 
neurologist whose specialty 
is sleep medicine. “After 
15 years in academic 
medicine in Houston and 

Birmingham, we returned 
to Memphis in 2006 where 
I am engaged in private 
practice in affi liation with 
the Methodist Healthcare 
Sleep Disorders Center. 
I evaluate and manage 
children and adults with 
sleep disorders.”

1981
Randy McFarland writes: 

“Hi, everyone! I am pleased 
to announce that Pegasus 
Actual had its CD release 
party at Neil’s. The show 
went over well, and we are 
making preparations for a 
tour in western Europe. This 
follows airplay on BBC-
Radio2 and several stations 
in the U.S., Europe and 
Australia.”

1984
Reporter: Tracy Vezina 
Patterson
2680 McVay Rd.
Memphis, TN 38119
901-624-6681
tvpatterson@bellsouth.net

1985
25th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 7 p.m. Cocktail 
Reception, Frazier Jelke 
Amphitheatre
Reporter: Jim Golden
jimatphi@hotmail.com

Greetings and happy 
summer! We are busily 
preparing for our 25th 
reunion this fall. The 
reunion committee of 
Doug Trapp, Christy Weir, 
Michele Lynn, Bob Lawhon 
and Martha Hample are 
working hard to plan 
events and locations for our 
October get-together—more 
information to come. As we 
move toward our reunion 
date we’re hoping to increase 
our class’s participation 
in the Annual Fund. We 



r h o d e s . e d u  S UMME R  2 0 10  •  R H O D E S      { 51 }

recognize these are tough 
economic times but we’re 
hoping you’ll be able to 
participate this year—in 
recognition of our 25 years 
since graduation we want 
to have as many alumni 
participate in our giving 
campaign as possible, no 
matter what amount you are 
able to give.

Christy Weir sent an 
update saying, “Last year I 
decided it was time to give 
back since my boys are older 
and have their own things 
going on. I am currently the 
personnel adviser (or house 
mom as the girls call me) 
for the Chi Omega chapter 
at Rhodes. It has been great 
being back on campus and 
meeting these wonderful 
young ladies. So many 
memories come rushing back 
each time I drive back on 
campus—although many 
of the buildings and roads 
are new. I have laughed 
many times as the chapter 
leaders are ‘challenged’ with 
decisions—realizing that 
while the faces are different, 
the challenges are the same 
as they were during our 
years at Rhodes.”

Doug Trapp reports that 
he is recording his fi rst 
animated TV show (playing 
the dad) and completing the 
fi nal renovation to his house 
(the kitchen).

Carolyn Derks Taylor 
writes: “When I celebrated 
my second year as a member 
of DAR, I was already 
elected and installed as the 
second vice regent (the #3 
position) of my chapter, the 
largest chapter in the state of 
Tennessee! No, our group is 
NOT a bunch of blue-haired 
ladies!”

Craig Jones recently 
celebrated his 12th year 
owning a tennis and swim 
club. “Doing lots of outside 
work for multiple tennis 
organizations and loving it.”

Nashville psychiatrist 
Beth Baxter has been named 

a Fellow in the American 
Psychiatric Association. Beth 
is active in local and national 
organizations that focus 
on expanding education, 
treatment and advocacy for 
people with mental illness.

In April, Scott Budzien, 
Charles Mosby, Chong-Ket 
Chuah, Bryant Haynes 
and I met in Baltimore for 
the memorial service of 
our friend and classmate, 
Wallace McMillan. It was a 
sad occasion, but one also 
marked with good stories 
and fond remembrances. 
We made several toasts 
to Wallace, the old pub, 
uncommon houses, breaking 
into the zoo, the physics 
department and life as a 
carefree undergrad. I hope 
you also have reason to 
happily remember your 
time at Rhodes and we look 
forward to seeing you in 
October.

1986
Reporter: Colleen Grady
colleen_grady@hotmail.
com

Hi everyone! My big news 
is that I’ve started a new 
job as a fi eld director with 
the Alzheimer’s Association. 
Essentially, I’m an internal 
consultant who works with 
chapters all over the country 
to help implement programs 
and services. I’m still based 
in Nashville but am logging 
many frequent fl yer miles 
these days. It’s a big change 
for me, but so far so good! 
And speaking of change ... 
after almost fi ve years as 
your class reporter, it’s time 
for me to retire. It has been 
a privilege and a pleasure 
serving in this role, and 
now, won’t someone step up 
and take over? Please let me 
know if you’re interested, 
or feel free to reach out to 
the Alumni Relations staff, 
alumni@rhodes.edu, with 
any questions.

Mike Chandler writes, 

“Mike Chandler (formerly 
Leach) had a name change 
due to a stepfather/mother 
divorce in 1997. I practiced 
at Germantown Chiropractic 
from 1995-1997. I have been 
a practicing family and sports 
chiropractor since 1997 in 
Charlotte, NC. I am the 
proud parent of three great 
kids and have an awesome 
wife, Cathy, who is a RN. 
We attend Grace Covenant 
Church where I am active in 
the youth missions groups 
and went to Belize last year 
to build a kids’ school and 
church. I miss the people and 
BBQ of Memphis, so I have 
to come back annually to get 
my ‘fi x’ of both. We love the 
Carolinas where you can have 
the lake, beach or mountains 
any day of the week. I was 
in Memphis in late April 
at Justin Timberlake’s golf 
course, Mirimichi, working 
with the Timberlake 
Foundation to promote 
health and wellness in the 
Memphis area. Go Lynx!”

1987
Reporter: Mimi Swords 
Fondren
mimifondren@bellsouth.
net

Jason Hood recently 
accepted a new position 
as executive vice president 
and chief legal offi cer 
for Sedgwick Claims 
Management Services Inc. 
based in Memphis. He also 
is council president for the 
Chickasaw Council, Boy 
Scouts of America which 
serves young people in 
17 counties in Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Tennessee.

Shawn Abel has been 
named head football coach 
at Collierville High, where 
he also teaches algebra and 
trigonometry.

Brian Mott shared some 
fun news! He and Sam 
Briden Duke had dinner in 
NYC! She and her husband 
were in town for the Big 

East basketball tourney, and 
they took a break from the 
tall guys to make time for 
dinner with Brian. In an 
undisguised attempt to lure 
visitors, Brian said, “One 
of the many reasons NYC 
is such a great place to live 
is that it’s also a great place 
to visit, and many people 
do! I’ve shared fun meals 
with other alums visiting the 
Big Apple, as well as other 
Rhodes/NYC transplants 
like Doug Trapp ’85, Amanda 
Sisk ’98 and Aldervan Daly 
’84. I look forward to being 
a better host the longer I 
live here.” Brian is also 
teaching elementary special 
education, and squeezing 
in time to do a few plays. 
Celebrity sightings include 
Wallace Shawn, Glenn Close 
and Spike Lee. But famous 
people aren’t nearly as much 
fun as Rhodesters, so please 
call him when you are in the 
NYC area!

Laura McKinney moved 
from Chicago to Searcy, 
AR, in January, where she is 
working as general counsel 
and bookkeeper for Crescent 
Commercial, a commercial 
real estate development and 
brokerage fi rm.

Last year, David Maddux 
graduated from Concord 
Law School and recently 
took the California bar 
exam. David has retired 
from the securities industry 
after 21 years at Wiley Bros. 
and is working as a securities 
industry arbitrator.  He 
sounds busy enough, but he 
still has time to enjoy weight 
training, catechesis training, 
being with his family and 
children and those in his 
parish.

1988
Reporter: Brooke Glover 
Emery
brookeemery@aol.com

Ricci Hellman has been 
named director of crisis 
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intervention at Family 
Services of Davidson County, 
Nashville, TN.

Leighton Shantz and 
his wife Julie have three 
daughters, Hayden (7) and 
Landry and Reagan (2). 
He is managing director 
of Lockheed Martin 
Investment Management Co. 
in Bethesda, MD.

Planet Cancer, the 
nonprofi t Heidi Schultz 
Adams started for young 
adults with cancer in their 
20s and 30s, was acquired 
by the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation in October 2009. 
Planet Cancer programs are 
continuing and expanding. 
Heidi now works as director 
of Grassroots Engagement 
with the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation, where she “has 
the great opportunity to 
work on building a global 
movement to fi ght cancer.”

1989
Brian Balyeat was 

promoted to associate 
professor of fi nance with 
tenure at Xavier University 
in Cincinnati.

1990
20th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Friday: Gathering 
following the Homecoming 
Reception, location TBD
Saturday: 7 p.m. gathering, 
Molly Fontaine Lounge
Reporter: Rod White
rodw@white-associates.
net

Lisa Long and Robert 
McMillen ’91 welcomed a 
daughter, Cameron Young 
Long-McMillan into the 
world Dec. 21, 2009.

Trish Puryear Crist 
reports: “After two years 
as the president of Rhodes 
Chapter of Nashville, earlier 
in 2009 I passed the torch, 
but remain on the leadership 
team. I’m married to the best 
man in the world, Jacques 

Crist. I’ve had my own 
French to English translation 
business for 15 years. My 
specialty is nuclear power 
and my primary client is 
France’s national electric 
company, which is nuclear 
based. I have a theater 
company called “Rhubarb 
Theater Company” focusing 
on tolerance and diversity, 
and since January 2009 
I have been the associate 
director of philanthropy for 
The Nature Conservancy’s 
Tennessee Chapter. Life is 
grand.”

Kevin and Sherill 
Cameron Garland have lived 
in Houston for 15 years. 

“We have three kids, 1st, 9th 
and 10th grade. Teenagers 
are interesting … Kevin is 
a partner with The Sterling 
Group and doing great and I 
spend my time shuttling kids 
around and volunteering at 
church and schools.”

Gabriel Shirley works 
as an organizational 
development consultant at 
Avanade Inc., a global tech 
fi rm owned by Microsoft 
and Accenture, “exploring 
the intricacies of cross-
cultural collaboration in 
large organizations.”

Web Webster is “writing 
copy and working to 
establish a brand presence 
for Griffi n Technology; 
wondering if I’m ever going 
to write fi ction again; 
fl abbergasted at how quickly 
my kids are growing up.”

1991
Veronica Lawson Gunn, 

chief medical offi cer of 
the Tennessee Department 
of Health, delivered the 
the Baccalaureate address 
May 14. Veronica holds a 
M.D. from Vanderbilt and 
a master of public health 
degree from Johns Hopkins, 
where she completed her 
pediatric and chief residency. 
She has served on the faculty 
at Vanderbilt Children’s 

Hospital, and in 2005, was 
named medical director of 
the Tennessee Governor’s 
Offi ce of Children’s Care 
Coordination.

1992
Reporter: Sara Hawks 
Marecki
saramarecki@sbcglobal.
net

Kristina Kloss was 
featured on the big screen as 
a credit for the fi lm “Nine,” 
which was nominated for 
four Academy Awards. She 
was the theatrical lighting 
draughtsperson on the fi lm.

Kristen Lichtermann 
Kedersha celebrated her 
40th birthday with “40 days 
of Kristen.” Her husband 
planned for a different 
person or a different group 
of people to contact/
celebrate her each day for 
the 40 days preceding her 
birthday. Kristen writes, 

“It has been really neat to 
hear from past and current 
friends in very different 
and personal ways. Quite 
an undertaking for my 
husband!”

How did you celebrate 
your 40th birthday? Send 
an update to saramarecki@
sbcglobal.net or post a 
note on our Facebook page. 
You can fi nd us at Rhodes 
College - Class of 1992.

1993
John and Debbie Glenn 

Freeman welcomed twin 
daughters, Caroline Ann 
and Sarah Elizabeth, Feb. 4, 
2010. “Hopefully, both of 
them and big sister Laura 
(2) will all follow Mommy’s 
footsteps and graduate from 
Rhodes!”

1994
Reporter: Judy.Brown
judy.brown@borax.com

Christina Ross and David 
Hanson welcomed a son, 

Lucian DuBose Hanson, Jan. 
17, 2010.

Bernal Smith has been 
named president and 
publisher of Memphis’ Tri-
State Defender newspaper. 
He previously served as 
managing director and 
chief operating offi cer of 
B.E. Smith and Associates, 
a strategic execution and 
community relations fi rm.

1995
15th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 7 p.m. Dinner, 
Diehl Court
Reporter: Sarah Sears
703-971-9417
sarahsears@live.com

Your reunion committee 
has put together some pretty 
snazzy events, so make your 
plans to join us today!

Jaci Adams is a second 
grade teacher at Fairley 
Elementary School in 
Memphis and has a new 
addition to her small family: 
a sweet pup named Daisy.

Sarah Sears passed 
her exam and achieved 
her Certifi ed Association 
Executive (CAE) designation 
in January. She is also 
thrilled to have a life again 
after months of studying.

Robyn Stone graduated 
from the University of 
Memphis in May 2009 
with a master’s in Public 
Administration. Her 
concentration is urban 
management and policy.

“After living in NYC for 
almost 13 years pursuing a 
career on Broadway, I have 
returned to the Memphis 
area to live,” says Rachel 
Wortham. “I am a member 
of the Rhodes MasterSingers 
and several church choirs 
around Memphis. I have 
begun earning a graduate 
certifi cate in Teaching 
English as a Second/Foreign 
Language at the University 
of Memphis, and hope 
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eventually to earn a master’s 
in English with a focus in 
dramatic literature. I have 
two wonderful dogs, and I 
am enjoying Southern life.”

Memphis dermatologist 
Riddell Walcott Scott was 
featured in the April 15, 
2010, Commercial Appeal’s 

“Spotlight on Mom” section 
in which she discusses how 
she balances family and 
career.

Lori Joubert Cherry 
was appointed deputy 
commissioner of public 
affairs for the Louisiana 
Department of Insurance, 
where she manages the 
department’s public relations 
activities.

Rachael Jacobs Geiser 
writes, “I was interviewed for 
the ‘48 Hours’ show, ‘A Cry 
for Innocence,’ which aired 
Feb. 27. The show discussed 
the West Memphis 3 case, 
which I’ve been working on 
for several years. The show 
can be found online, and is 
a good summary of some of 
the new developments in the 
case.”

Birmingham, AL, attorney 
Chris Williams received the 
Alabama State Bar’s 2009 
Volunteer Lawyers Pro Bono 
award. He worked 177 hours 
to help the Bradley family 
after their house burned 
and the contractor failed 
to fi nish work on the new 
house. Six years later, “their 
house is a two-story spacious 
home surrounded by green 
grass and fl ower beds,” says 
Mr. Bradley.

Molly Caldwell Crosby was 
featured in the March 28, 
2010, Commercial Appeal 
for her new book, Asleep: 
The Forgotten Epidemic that 
Remains One of Medicine’s 
Greatest Mysteries. It’s about a 
sleeping sickness epidemic in 
the early 1900s that rode in 
on the wave of the Spanish 
fl u epidemic.

Jason Githens and Maya 
Arias announce the birth 
of a daughter, Flora Joy, 

Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26, 
2009.

1996
Reporter: Jennifer Larson
larsonj96@rhodes-alumni.
net

Amber Isom-Thompson 
recently was named a partner 
of the Kiesewetter Wise 
Kaplan Prather law fi rm in 
Memphis.

Stacey and Chip Thomas 
welcomed a daughter, 
Jocelyn Amelie, July 17, 
2009, in Richardson, TX. 
Brooke (2) is excited to be a 
big sister.

Heather Kirksey Griffi n 
writes, “Mary Kirksey 
Griffi n was born Aug. 20, 
2009, which was her big 
brother’s fi rst day of pre-
school! Nathaniel (4) loves 
his little sister.” Heather and 
her husband Jeffrey are the 
proud parents.

Jennifer Larson and her 
husband David Wyckoff are 
happy to announce the birth 
of their son, Andrew James 
Wyckoff, Feb. 24, 2010, in 
Nashville, TN. William (4) 
is ecstatic to be a big brother 
at last. Grandparents John 
and Judi Larson, both ’68, 
are thrilled to have another 
grandson.

Katherine Conti has been 
working as a designer at 
PGAV Destinations, an 
architectural fi rm in St. 
Louis that specializes in 
destination design (theme 
parks, zoos, aquaria, 
cultural centers, resorts and 
hospitality) since October. 
She is currently working 
on projects around the U.S. 
and in the Middle East. 

“It’s an incredibly creative 
atmosphere and a fabulous 
place to spend my days. I 
love it!” Katherine writes.

Christopher and Mary 
Clare Younger Champion 
celebrated the birth of their 
son,  John Travis, March 3, 
2010, which also happened 
to be Mary Clare’s birthday. 

Leland (4) is the proud big 
sister.

Robert and Leland Carey 
Record ’99 recently traveled 
to Nanning, China for 
the latest addition to their 
family. Mimi (2 ½) is 
absolutely loved by her big 
brother, Tate (8), and big 
sister, Caley (5). Robert 
writes, “Leland retired 
from teaching to work 168 
hours a week as a mom. We 
recently started our second 
Christ Health Center where 
I serve as CEO/family doc. 
In an effort to ensure that 
our healthy patients have 
a healthy community to 
call home, I also serve as an 
associate pastor with Church 
of the Highlands directing 
The Birmingham Dream 
Center.”

Ned Crystal has been busy 
with the foundation that he 
created: the Southeastern 
Sarcoma Foundation. He 
and fellow ’96er Chris 
Ledford recently reconnected 
through the foundation, 
getting the chance to 
comfort a 19-year-old 
terminal sarcoma patient 
by arranging for Major 
League Baseball player Mark 
DeRosa to present a signed 
bat. Ned writes, “The best 
part about it was that this 
was the fi rst time Chris 
and I have seen each other 
since graduation. Chris 
has been a tremendous 
help with the foundation, 
which also just created 
the fi rst peer psychosocial 
counseling service program 
at Emory Winship Cancer 
Institute where I am on 
the Survivorship Steering 
Committee. Chris and I are 
working on other future 
fundraising ideas for the 
foundation.”

Elise Ruddick Cornille 
received a promotion 
in January and is now 
the North America 
marketing director for 
Accenture’s Business Process 
Outsourcing Growth 

Platform in San Francisco.
Jessica McKnett is a 

corporate partnerships senior 
liaison at ALSAC/St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital. 
She and her husband, Chris, 
completed Goofy’s Race 
and a Half Challenge (a half 
marathon followed by a full 
marathon the next day) at 
Disney World in January.

Natalie Bailey recently 
began a new position as 
coordinator (and only 
employee!) of the Africa 
Biodiversity Collaborative 
Group (abcg.org), a project 
of U.S.-based international 
conservation NGOs with 
fi eld activities in Africa. 
ABCG tackles complex 
and changing conservation 
challenges, bringing 
together the best resources 
from several conservation 
organizations “to work 
toward a vision of an African 
continent where natural 
resources and biodiversity 
are securely conserved in 
balance with sustained 
human livelihoods.”

Ian and Erin Pias Hines 
welcomed their second 
child, Eli James, into the 
world in May 2009. Older 
brother Owen is excited 
to have a playmate. Erin 
works as a biologist with the 
EPA’s National Center for 
Environmental Assessment 
in Research Triangle 
Park, NC, generating the 
integrated science assessment 
documents on the criteria 
air pollutants (ozone, lead, 
sulfur oxides, nitrogen 
oxides, particulate matter 
and carbon monoxide) as 
dictated by the Clean Air 
Act. 

Mike Dowdy recently 
took a new position as an 
associate on the Human 
Capital and Learning 
team with Booz Allen 
Hamilton. He writes, “My 
Memphis-based client 
is the Navy Personnel 
Command. I’m excited to be 
leading strategic workforce 
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development efforts for 
our sailors and civilians 
supporting Naval personnel 
and manpower operations. 
The work coincides with 
my doctorate relating to 
informal organizational 
learning I’m currently 
pursuing at the University of 
Memphis.”

Amanda Waller Peoples 
writes, “My husband and I 
are moving to Bend, OR, in 
July. He’ll be starting a job at 
a pediatric practice there and 
I hope to fi nd another job 
teaching high school theater 
and English (which I’ve been 
doing for the past two years 
in Menlo Park, CA).”

Alejandra Briseno, her 
husband, Helge Alsleben, 
and Amelia welcomed 
Sabrina Marie, July 7, 2009. 
Alejandra continues to be a 
contract social worker with 
a nonprofi t agency in Fort 
Worth, TX.

1997
Pam Detrie and Jenny 

Bartlett-Prescott are the 
proud parents of twins, 
Maxwell Owen and Abigail 
Davis.

Jason Woods, an assistant 
professor of radiology and 
physics and assistant dean 
of arts and sciences at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis, testifi ed April 22 at 
the House Investigations and 
Oversight Subcommittee 
probe of the nation’s 
looming helium-3 supply 
crisis. Helium-3, a nontoxic 
byproduct of producing 
nuclear weapons, is in short 
supply due to decreased 
manufacture of these 
weapons. Its use is critical to 
to industries such as nuclear 
detection, oil and gas and 
medical diagnostics.

1998
Reporter: Amanda Grebe 
Tamburrino
1805 Central Ave.

Memphis, TN 38104
901-278-1093
tamburrino@rhodes.edu

David and Erin Davis 
Shedd welcomed a daughter, 
Liliana Grace, into the world 
not long after midnight Jan. 
1, 2010. The family resides 
in Chicago, where Erin is an 
associate with the law fi rm of 
McDermott Will & Emery.

1999
Reporter: Leigh Powell
powla99@gmail.com

Aaron Brame has been 
selected as NEH Summer 
Scholar from a national 
applicant pool to attend 
one of 30 summer study 
opportunities supported by 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. Aaron, 
who teaches at the Memphis 
Academy of Science and 
Engineering, will attend a 
six-week program at Yale 
University.

With her trip to Antarctica 
in December 2009, Christy 
Boles accomplished a life 
goal: visiting all seven 
continents!

In March, Meredith 
Schember Caruso began 
a new job practicing 
foreclosure defense law in 
Orlando, FL.

Elizabeth Rozelle Borski 
and her husband Joey 
welcomed their son, Blake 
Joseph, Dec. 28, 2009. 
Elizabeth reports that big 
sister Annie is adapting well 
to her new role!

Walker May and Heather 
Rashon Adams married 
March 20, 2010, in 
Punta Cana, Dominican 
Republic. Matt Beck was 
the best man. Walker and 
Heather currently live in 
Birmingham, AL.

Jason and Patricia 
Brasfi eld Lekki married 
March 13, 2010, in Houston. 
Karen Peterson Duggan ’00 
was the matron of honor. 
After living in Houston for 
six years, Patricia and Jason 

have moved to Nashville, 
TN, where Patricia works as 
an immigration adviser for 
Vanderbilt University and 
Medical Center.

Gina and Greg Sims are 
happy to announce the 
birth of their son, Caleb 
Gregory, Jan. 17, 2010, in 
Decatur, GA. Greg reports 
that Caleb’s big sister, Anna, 
cannot wait till her new little 
brother is big enough to play.

Leigh Powell has accepted 
a position with the Prince 
George’s County Teaching 
Fellows in Maryland. She 
has moved to Washington, 
DC, to participate in 
a training program 
throughout the summer 
and will begin teaching 
secondary English and 
special education in a high-
needs school this fall.

Sean and Joyce Ann Parker 
Fegette welcomed their 
daughter, Alexandra “Lexi” 
Rose, Dec. 26, 2009.

On May 1, 2010, Kate 
Bishop and Chris Hegge 
married in Birmingham, AL. 
The couple lives in Nashville 
where Kate works at 
Vanderbilt Medical Center.

Kara and Hank Hilliard 
welcomed a son, Grant 
William, Dec. 9, 2009. 
Grant joins big brother 
Henry (3).

Todd Blasdel writes: 
“Braden Moon Blasdel and 
I are still in Oklahoma 
City. I am practicing law 
and Braden is a full-time 
mom with our son Max. 
My summer highlight is 
usually my annual golf trip 
with Charles Agee, Adam 
Beck and John Sites. I’m 
also headed down to Austin, 
TX, to catch up with Chris 
Steiner.”

Peter ’00 and Laura Odom 
Matthews welcomed their 
son, Henry Turner, Nov. 7, 
2009. Laura reports that big 
brother Pierce (3) is very 
proud!

“My wife Ellie and I 
welcomed Claire Rose into 

the world April 3, 2010,” 
writes Matt Zeiger.

Annabel and Chris 
Johnson shared news of the 
arrival of their son, Charlie, 
Nov. 10, 2009. Charlie joins 
big brother Elliott, who was 
born July 29, 2006.

Andrew and Jackie Ross 
Shepard welcomed their 
daughter, Lauren Charlotte, 
Aug. 10, 2008. Jackie writes, 

“I am fortunate to be able to 
stay home and enjoy every 
second—so that’s what I’m 
up to most days! We also 
enjoy heading into DC for 
lunch with Ty Hallmark as 
often as we can!”

2000
10th Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 7 p.m. Dinner, 
The Rat
Reporter: Nicki North 
Baxley
nickinp@gmail.com

Brent ’99 and Stacy Weber 
Houston announce the birth 
of a daughter, Virginia 
Elizabeth, Nov. 3, 2009, in 
Dallas.

Kristin and Peter Hall had 
a son, Michael Peter, Oct. 
28, 2009.

Christian and Hallie 
Nolen Wold have moved to 
Alexandria, LA. Christian 
has fi nished his ENT 
residency and Hallie is 
enjoying being a stay-at-
home mom. They have two 
sons, John (5) and James (3).

Grace Seecharan earned 
a master’s in public health 
(epidemiology) from Saint 
Louis University in 2003, 
then received her M.D. 
degree at the University 
of Tennessee College of 
Medicine, Memphis in 
2008.  She is currently a 
second-year family medicine 
resident at North Mississippi 
Medical Center.

Sarah Squire has worked 
for Opera Memphis for 
the past four seasons. In 
November, she was named 
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director of education and 
outreach, and in January, 
performed her fi rst role for 
the company as Amor in 
Gluck’s “Orpheus.”

Rachel Bozynski Richey 
recently moved to Little 
Rock, “where I am able to 
spend my days with my 
19-month-old daughter.”

Kristen Bradburn 
McCarter teaches AP biology, 
chemistry and human 
anatomy & physiology 
at The Lovett School in 
Atlanta. Recently, she was 
named the school’s STAR 
teacher for an academic year.

Rob Cole is “currently in 
a cardiology fellowship at 
Emory University in Atlanta. 
Married but no kids yet.”

Julia and Matt Matheny 
happily announce the birth 
of a son, Mason Davenport, 
May 1, 2010.

2001
Reporter: Elisabeth 
Meyers Yoder
elisabethyoder@gmail.
com

Jason ’00 and Julie 
Auwarter Javarone welcomed 
a daughter, Ainsley Anne, 
Dec. 8, 2009.

Kate Archibald Stakem 
writes, “We are still in 
Memphis where Tim ’02 is 
a manager for Ernst and 
Young, and I am the high 
school principal at The 
Soulsville Charter School. 
Charlotte just turned 3 and 
Gray is 19 months old! I am 
in school at the University 
of Memphis working on my 
doctor of education.”

Nathan and Jill Baker 
Briscoe are happy to 
announce the birth of their 
son, Patrick Herbert, Feb. 10, 
2010. He was received by big 
sisters, Anna (5), and Rachel 
(3), with open hearts and 
infi nite affection.

Taylor and Casie Small 
Hall welcomed their 
daughter, Noe Lucille, Nov. 
10, 2009. Casie graduated 

with a master’s in education 
from Texas State University 
in August 2009. She and 
Taylor also run a gourmet 
dinner party service in the 
Austin area.

John and Susan Hodges 
Powell welcomed a daughter, 
Susan Graybill, March 
28, 2010. All are well and 
functioning with interrupted 
sleep.

Brian and Amanda Brewer 
Johnson welcomed a son, 
Asher Greeley, Nov. 29, 
2009. They continue to 
enjoy living in Salt Lake 
City, where Brian is chief 
medical resident for internal 
medicine at the University 
of Utah.

On March 20, 2010, 
Josh Myrick and Alice A. 
Key of Point Clear, AL, (a 
Flagler grad) married at the 
Dorgan’s Inn, also in Point 
Clear. David Weatherman 
and Eric Lewellyn were 
able to attend. The couple 
honeymooned in Bocas del 
Toro, Panama and are now 
living in Point Clear.

Ruchir Patel is completing 
residency in internal 
medicine at Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit in 
June and starting a sleep 
medicine fellowship at Rush 
University Medical Center 
in July.

Sally Ridgely writes, 
“Mike and I welcomed our 
fi rst child Jan. 25, 2010, a 
son, Michael Matthew 
Thompson Jr. Everyone is 
doing great and we are very 
blessed.”

John ’00 and Lorien Young 
Sites announce the birth of a 
son, John “Jack” Charles Jr., 
Sept. 18, 2009, in Nashville, 
TN. Big sister Lillian (2½), 
is so proud of her new 
brother. Lorien completed 
a residency in dermatology 
at Vanderbilt last year and 
is currently practicing at 
Nashville Skin and Cancer.

Allison Tetreault is one of 
two recipients of the Sidney 
W. and Janet R. Bijou 

Fellowship provided by the 
Association for Behavior 
Analysis International 
(abainternational.org). 
The fellowship enables 
doctoral students to study 
child development from a 
behavior-analytic perspective. 
Allison’s work is focused on 
increasing the variability 
of vocalizations in young 
nonverbal children with 
autism.

Leanne Paris-Wade and 
husband Ryan welcomed 
their beautiful daughter, 
Avery Paris Wade, into the 
world Feb. 23, 2010.

Neel Gupta and Ivy Doster 
married May 30, 2009, 
in Savannah, GA, in a 
ceremony for the immediate 
family. They celebrated 
with after-parties in their 
respective hometowns of 
Crossville, TN, and Hot 
Springs, AR. Rhodents in 
attendance at the parties 
were Andrew Sweeney, Wes 
and Melissa Brooks ’03, 
Michael Smith and Jennifer 
Jameson ’93.

Kosta Dalageorgas 
writes, “Currently, I’m living 
in Istanbul, where I am 
teaching English at Istanbul 
Aydin University. I’ve been 
living here for the last 18 
months and have been able 
to travel around Turkey as 
well as visit Egypt, which 
has always been my dream. 
Everyone is more than 
welcome to come visit me!”

2002
Reporter: John Ramsey
jtramsey@rhodes-alumni.
net

Chris and Melanie Telzrow 
Girard welcomed a son, 
Jonathan Thomas, Dec. 1, 
2009, in Dallas. His parents 
and sister Carolina feel very 
blessed with his arrival.

Alums from the class of 
’02 traveled from all over the 
globe to celebrate New Year’s 
Eve at Jonathan Russom’s 
house in Chicago: Matt 

Helland (San Francisco), 
Chris Higgins (Paris), Allana 
Helland (San Francisco), 
Katie Castille (Minneapolis), 
Lisa Bloom Higgins (Paris), 
Kevin Beckey, Jena Balton 
(Munich), Sampurna 
Satpathy (New York City), 
Cedric Stier, Naomi Long 
(Washington, DC).

Leigh-Taylor White has 
been named to the board 
of directors of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Greater 
Memphis. She is with the 
law fi rm of Glankler Brown.

Beth Guilbert and Scott 
Simmons married April 25, 
2009, in Shreveport, LA. 
Bridesmaids included Emily 
Fowlkes, Julie Mediamolle 
and Lin Moses. Katie 
Castille served as the soloist. 
Other Rhodes alumni in 
attendance included: Brook 
Bissinger, Meredith Cain, 
Allana and Matt Helland, 
Kathy Llewellyn and Liz 
White. Beth and Scott now 
live in the Washington, DC, 
area.

Bob Arnold, executive 
director of Chatterbox 
Audio Theater, reports 
that Chatterbox now has 
a home in Marshall Arts, 
on the corner of Marshall 
and Monroe in Memphis. 

“In addition to sharing a 
building with a bunch of 
incredibly talented visual 
artists, we’re right across the 
street from the wonderful 
Hattiloo Theatre, and just 
a few blocks away from the 
legendary Sun Studio. So 
great art, great theater, great 
music and great recording 
are all in the air.”

2003
Reporter: Kim Kirkpatrick
kirkpatrick_k@yahoo.com

Tavishi Agrawala is 
currently working as an 
assistant vice president at 
Marsh USA Inc. in Chicago. 
She will be leaving this 
position in June to pursue 
her MBA at Carnegie 
Mellon University as a Forte 



{ 56 }     S UMME R  2 0 10  •  R H O D E S  r h o d e s . e d u

Class Notes
Foundation Fellow. 

Jamie Whalen graduated 
from the University of South 
Carolina law school last May, 
passed the state bar and is 
currently clerking for Senior 
Judge Robert H. Hodges 
Jr. on the Court of Federal 
Claims in Washington, DC.

Simone and Carl Yoder 
had a son, Thomas Hughlin, 
March 19, 2010, in New 
Orleans. Both Thomas and 
his mom are doing great.

Abby Bomar has taken 
a new position as a needs 
assessment and referral 
counselor in admissions at 
Lakeside Behavioral Health 
System in Memphis.

Julie and Cindy Hallums 
had a blast completing 
the Chicago Marathon in 
October! They trained along 
the lakefront trail with 
the Chicago Area Runners 
Association. Julie, who will 
complete her National Board 
Certifi cation June, continues 
to teach at her Teach For 
America placement site, 
and Cindy is director of 
programming at the Daniel 
Murphy Scholarship Fund.

Amanda Taylor currently 
lives and works in 
Washington, DC. After 
graduating from Kent State 
University with a master’s 
of education in higher 
education administration 
and student personnel, she 
accepted a hall director 
position at Georgetown 
University in August 2009.

2004
Reporter: Kyle Russ
ckyleruss@yahoo.com

Some of you have been 
doing some rather extensive 
traveling. Not the least 
of all is Daniel Head who 
writes: “I’m continuing to 
travel around for work and 
play. This year I’ve had some 
short-term work assignments 
in Iraq, Pakistan, and now 
in Cambodia. In between 
assignments, I spent a few 

days in Beirut and met up 
with Elaine Odle in Turkey 
for a fun weekend sight-
seeing in Istanbul.”

Also in the Middle East, 
Matt Weggman, Lloyd Paul 
and Katie Walsh visited 
Dubai and spent their 
greenbacks on luxury hotels 
and hookah bars.

In the states, Catie Knoepp 
recently moved to NYC 
and is attending Parsons 
for fashion design. “It’s 
[expletive] intense but I 
really like it,” she writes. In 
the words of Tim Gunn, 

“make it work,” Catie.
Also in the city, Emily 

Sottile has been promoted 
to marketing manager of 
EverGreene. Emily will 
be traveling to Nepal this 
summer for a friend’s 
wedding, and plans to go 
trekking in the Himalayas.

Big wedding to report. 
Elizabeth Cooley married 
Justin Nelson from Houston, 
Oct. 17 at the New Orleans 
Museum of Art. Lee Thomas, 
Katherine Mauzy and D.J. 
Horton Tannehill ’03 were 
bridesmaids. Jeshenna 
Johnson, Shaunna Torrence 
Mason, Erin Fleischer, 
Elizabeth Winklemann and 
Leslie Patterson also helped 
celebrate. Elizabeth and 
Justin live in Seattle, where 
Elizabeth is working at the 
University of Washington’s 
Center on Reinventing 
Public Education and 
attending the Evans School 
for a master of public 
administration.

Kittie (formerly Kathleen) 
Caldwell notes that she’s left 
her job and New York to join 
her fi ancé in London. She’s 
working at Halcyon Gallery 
in Mayfair.

Lori Beth Dunn writes 
that that she is still working 
on her master’s in clinical 
mental health counseling at 
the University of Memphis. 
She received the practicum 
opportunity that she 
requested and is working 

toward an internship at St. 
Jude. Good work, Lori.

Matt Hoffberg writes 
that he’s recently become 
a homeowner: a 2 bed/2 
bath house in Smyrna, 
GA, a suburb of Atlanta. 

“Homeownership can be 
expensive,” he writes. He’s 
doing a bit of renovating 
with the help of Emily 
Costarides and John 
Gordon, including turning 
the basement into an adult 
(only) entertainment room.

Megan Pollock Hulgan 
sends exciting news: Jon 
Pollock Hulgan born 
1/28/10. He has a full head 
of brown hair that is trying 
to curl in the Memphis 
humidity. Jon enjoys taking 
walks in Midtown with 
Mommie and Becky Heineke.

As for yours truly, I 
continue to weather the 
storm that is Washington, 
DC, and recently qualifi ed 
for an expert Su-do-ku 
tournament in Branson, MO. 
And don’t be too jealous, 
but I’m headed to South 
Africa early this summer 
for safari—really looking 
forward to seeing the Big 
Five.

I expect to hear from a lot 
more of you next go-round. 
As always, have fun and keep 
in touch.

-ckyle

2005
Fifth Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Friday: Gathering 
following the Homecoming 
Reception, Celtic Crossing
Saturday: 8 p.m. 
Gathering, Ernestine and 
Hazel’s 
Reporters: Brandon 
Couillard
brandon.couillard@gmail.
com
Molly Fitzpatrick
mhfi tz11@hotmail.com

Evan Chase will be leaving 
Shanghai after 2½ years to 

travel in the Middle East 
and Africa before meeting 
up with James Ray to watch 
the World Cup this summer.

Jim ’04 and Lauren 
Bell Beecher are eagerly 
awaiting Jim’s return 
home after serving a year 
in Afghanistan with the 
82nd Airborne Division 
of the US Army. After his 
return, Jim will remain 
stationed at Fort Bragg, NC, 
and take command of a 
forward support company 
in the 82nd. In December, 
Lauren accepted a new job 
as director of student life 
at Sandhills Community 
College in Pinehurst, NC.

Elizabeth Maxey was 
promoted to senior fi nancial 
analyst at Vanderbilt 
Medical Center in April. 
She is currently pursuing 
an MBA from the Massey 
Graduate School of Business 
at Belmont University.

Brynnan Cox is currently 
living in DC and fi nishing 
a master’s in community 
counseling at Marymount 
University.

Lori Meadows is currently 
living in Charlotte, NC, 
working as an intensive in-
home therapist for Family 
Preservation Services.

Craig Cooper is still 
employed as an associate 
attorney at Faber & Brand 
in Columbia, MO. He 
recently passed the Kentucky 
bar, and, along with a few 
of his fellow associates, is in 
the process of obtaining his 
pilot license to ease business 
travel in the new fi rm plane. 
Craig enjoyed catching 
up with fellow alums at 
the 2009 Homecoming 
festivities. Also in Memphis, 
he served as a judge at 
the 2010 American Mock 
Trial Association National 
Championship, which was 
hosted by Rhodes. 

Christina Jupson and 
Clinton Kendall wed in 
January 2010 in Austin, 
TX. Christina attends 
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graduate school in the 
Communication Studies 
Department at Texas State 
University.

Corletra Mance recently 
launched her own 
contract analysis business 
suitably coined, Corletra 
Mance, Contract Analyst. 
(cmcontractanalyst.com).

Ben and Meghan Davis 
Clark ’06 live and work in 
Washington, DC, “and 
neither of us works in 
politics.”

In the fall, Bryan 
Loughridge plans to leave his 
current position as an asset 
manager at a Healthcare 
REIT in Memphis and 
move to Nashville to pursue 
an MBA at Vanderbilt 
University’s Owen Graduate 
School of Management.

Emily Furlow fell off the 
face of the earth for fi ve 
years while she completed 
medical school, during 
which time she took a 
year off to have fun, do 
research and publish an 
article in the Journal of the 
American Dietetic Association. 
She graduated with high 
honors from the University 
of Kentucky College of 
Medicine May 15 and has 
accepted a position as an 
internal medicine resident 
at UK Chandler Hospital 
beginning July 1.

Combining her interest in 
International Studies, dance 
and theater, Rachel Martsolf 
helped organize a citywide 
celebration in Austin, TX, 
called SPECT-ACTOR. On 
March 27, theater artists 
took to the streets, buses, 
shops, parks and fountains 
of Austin to perform 
random acts of theater for 
unsuspecting audiences. 
This summer Rachel is 
planning a trip with The 
Exchange Artists to Puglia, 
Italy to write a play to 
be produced in Austin. 
The group plans to take 
advantage of Puglia’s ancient 
folklore and tradition.

Stanley Vance received his 
M.D. from Harvard on May 
27, 2010.

Travis Williams is the 
technical theater director 
at the Galloway School in 
Atlanta and is in the process 
of buying a house.

Joanna Young is looking 
forward to serving as a 
board member of Chamber 
Music International Inc., a 
nonprofi t located in Dallas. 

“I’m continuing to work on 
Spanish by taking a weekly 
class and hope to use it in 
a business context at some 
point in the future.”

Lucie Watkins is a 
technology assistant at 
Crestline Elementary School 
and is earning a master’s 
degree in education at UAB.

2006
Reporter: Nicole Vazquez
nicolev@rhodes-alumni.
net

Emily Davis Olson and 
Zach Olson married June 
27, 2009, in Birmingham, 
AL. They were happy to be 
joined in the ceremony by 
Rhodes graduates Meredith 
Lee ’07 and Katie Yoder 
Hollis. The bride and groom 
are very thankful to all 
their Rhodes friends who 
made the trek to Alabama 
for the big day—it truly 
was a blast! Emily and 
Zach continue to live in 
Arlington, VA, where Emily 
has worked as assistant 
director of advancement for 
The Langley School. She 
will be switching jobs in 
the summer, though, as she 
has been accepted into the 
Teach for America program. 
She will be teaching middle 
school mathematics in a yet-
to-be-assigned DC public 
charter school for at least 
two years. Emily also serves 
as the Rhodes DC chapter 
co-president with Lynn Crabb 
’96.

Jennifer Rogers has been 
working on her master’s 

in journalism from the 
University of Missouri for 
the past two years. She is 
currently wrapping up her 
internship at Slate magazine 
in DC and hoping to fi nd a 
job somewhere in the area.

Stephanie Swindle 
graduated in May from Penn 
State with her M.A. in Art 
History.

Claire Singleton Williams 
and her husband, Rob, live 
in Boone, NC, where Claire 
works at OASIS Inc. as 
an advocate for survivors 
of domestic and sexual 
violence. In August, she will 
enter graduate school at the 
University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill to pursue a 
master’s in social work.

Tim and Ashley Robinson, 
still happy newlyweds, live 
in Bentonville, AR, and 
both work for the Walmart 
home offi ce. Tim’s bike 
business, Phat Tire Bike 
Shop, is expanding. In July, 
he plans to open a second 
store in Fayetteville. Tim 
was accepted into the 
executive MBA program at 
Washington University in 
St. Louis and began classes 
in April.

Nicole Vazquez has 
changed it up once again. 
She has expanded from the 
world of wine into full-on 
catering and event planning 
at Sugar Creek Country 
Club. To begin 2010 right, 
she also started her own 
event coordinating company, 
NV Events, as well as Green 
with NV, a sustainability 
consulting company for the 
hospitality industry.

Kelley Babcock graduated 
in May from the University 
of Texas Medical School 
at Houston. She began her 
residency training in general 
surgery in June at the 
University of Texas Health 
Science Center San Antonio. 
In her last year of medical 
school, she studied various 
electives such as hospice care, 
forensic pathology, and even 

took a medical humanities 
course. In April, she went to 
Xuan Wu Hospital, Capital 
Medical University (Beijing, 
China) studying China’s 
utilization of both Western 
medicine and traditional 
Chinese medicine.

2008
Kendal Stine has been 

accepted into the NYU M.A. 
French Studies Program.

2009
One-Year Reunion
Homecoming: Oct. 29-30
Saturday: 8 p.m. 
Gathering, Celtic Crossing

Kristine Overacre 
Page has accepted the 
position of marketing 
and communications 
manager at the Museum of 
Photographic Arts in San 
Diego.  She began in May 
and says she is excited to be 
able to use everything she 
learned at Rhodes.

2010
Charlotte Ashford is 

representing the United 
States at the USA Pavilion 
during the World Expo 
in Shanghai, China. As 
part of her responsibilities, 
she leads tours in English 
and Mandarin through 
the pavalion as well as 
receives and guides special 
guests around Shanghai 
and through the pavilion. 
Charlotte, who graduated 
cum laude with a B.A. in 
International Studies and a 
minor in Art, has studied 
at the Fudan University 
in Shanghai, where she 
developed oral Mandarin 
skills and was immersed in 
the culture. The 2010 World 
Expo runs through Oct. 31.
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’37 Lyda Lyon Feigley of 

Greenville, MS, Feb. 26, 
2004. She taught from 
1961-78 in the Greenville 
public schools. The widow 
of William Bruce Feigley Jr., 
she leaves a son.

’38 Alsey Hotchkiss 
“Hotch” Young Jr. of South 
Burlington, VT, March 
3, 2010. He worked as a 
specialist in Soviet Affairs at 
the Navy Department and 
National Security Agency. 
Shortly before retiring from 
the federal government in 
1996, he founded a self-
titled real estate company. 
He served on the vestry 
as a senior warden at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in 
Olney, MD, where he also 
helped establish the U.S. 
branch of African Palms, 
which provides grants for 
community projects in east 
Africa. A member of the 
board of Companions in 
World Mission, an outreach 
arm of Washington, DC’s 
Episcopal diocese, he 
was the widower of Bess 
Gamewell Young ’38 and 
Phyllis Gieseler Young. He 
leaves a daughter, two sons, 
four grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

’39 Henry Herman “Hank” 
Bergfeld of St. Louis, Jan. 
7, 2010. A navigator and 
navigation instructor in 
the Army Air Corps during 
world War II, he resumed 
his career with Bemis Corp. 
in Indianapolis after the 
war. In 1979, he retired in 
Orange County, CA. The 
widower of Genevieve 
(Jenny) Sharkey, he leaves 
three sons, six grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren.

’39 Charles Blanton 
Blackburn of Memphis, 
March 22, 2010. He served 
on destroyers in World 
War II. After the war he 
had charge of the Surface 
Naval Reserve programs, 
fi rst in Memphis, then 
in New Orleans, and in 
Atlanta during the Korean 

War. When he returned to 
civilian life, he remained in 
the Naval Reserve and was 
battalion commander of 
the Memphis surface units. 
He was later manager of 
Memphis Linen Supply Co. 
and director of Public Works. 
He was an active tree farmer 
and was chosen Tree Farmer 
of the Year by the Tennessee 
Forestry Association. In 
1986, the Tennessee 
Conservation League named 
him Conservationist of 
the Year. The widower of 
Virginia Bowman Blackburn, 
he leaves two daughters and 
fi ve grandchildren.

’39 James Theodore Bland 
of Memphis, Feb. 18, 2010. 
He served for 18 years as 
the claims manager for 
USF&G, then opened 
Bland and Downen Claim 
Service before becoming 
claims manager for Hertz 
Corp. in Chicago. He 
returned to Memphis to 
enter private law practice 
and retired as a member of 
Malloy, Leary and Bland. 
As a young man he served 
as a deacon at Bellevue 
Baptist Church and was a 
member of Mullins United 
Methodist Church for 50 
years, serving as chairman 
of the Administrative Board 
and as a Sunday school 
teacher. The widower of 
Martha Downen Bland, to 
whom he was married for 59 
years, he leaves a son, three 
granddaughters and fi ve 
great-grandchildren.

’40 Hazel Ward Came of 
Lake Forest, IL, Feb. 13, 
2010. In 1972, she and 
her husband opened An 
English Accent antiques 
shop in Savannah, GA, 
which she operated for 20 
years. A longtime member 
of First Presbyterian 
Church in Savannah and 
later in Waukegan, IL, she 
volunteered for the Red 
Cross, PTA and the TB 
association. The widow of 
Frederick Charles Came, she 

leaves a son, a grandson and 
three great-grandchildren.

’40 Kurt Elias of New York, 
March 1, 2010. Born in 
Vienna, he emigrated to the 
United States in 1938 where 
he completed his education 
and then practiced internal 
medicine and oncology. The 
widower of Dr. Gloria Clare, 
he leaves two daughters and 
a son by his fi rst wife, Nina 
Dutcher, a stepdaughter and 
stepson and a sister.

’40 Harold Naill Falls Sr. 
of Nashville and Longboat 
Key, FL, Feb. 3, 2010. With 
business interests that 
included Falls Equipment 
Company, First National 
Bank of Wynne (AR) and 
Wynne Federal Savings 
and Loan, he also served as 
chairman of the Mid South 
Farm Implement Dealers 
Association. A civic and civil 
rights leader and mayor of 
Wynne, AR, for 27 years, he 
received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws degree from Rhodes 
in 1974. The widower of 
Jessie Adams Woods Falls 
’44, he leaves two daughters 
and two sons, including 
Jessie Howard McClure ’71 
and E. Woods Falls ’77; six 
grandchildren, two great-
granddaughters; and a sister. 
He was an elder at both 
Wynne Presbyterian Church 
and First Presbyterian 
Church of Sarasota.

’40 Margaret Mason 
Jones Houts of Memphis, 
April 1, 2010. She was the 
1995 recipient of Rhodes’ 
Distinguished Service Medal, 
given for “able and selfl ess 
service to the college.” A 
member of the King’s 
Daughters and other civic 
organizations, she retired 
from teaching in 1968 and 
worked for the state to 
credential daycare centers 
in local black churches. 
An elder and Sunday 
school teacher at Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church, she 
was the widow of James 
Thayer “Toto” Houts 

’37. She leaves two sons, 
including James T. Houts, 
Jr. ’66, fi ve grandchildren, 
including Aaron Houts ’96, 
and fi ve great-grandchildren. 

’40 Kate Patterson Roberts 
of Rosedale, MS, Feb. 
11, 2010. A longstanding 
member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, 
the Colonial Dames of 
the 17th Century and the 
Huguenot Society, she was 
also an avid bridge player. 
An active member of Grace 
Episcopal Church, she was 
the widow of Rush Spencer 
Wells Jr. and William 
(Bill) Clay Roberts. She 
leaves a son, three great-
granddaughters and two 
step-granddaughters.

’41 Frances Manire Gianotti 
of Memphis, Feb. 19, 2010. 
She served as director of the 
Volunteer Service Bureau of 
Memphis and worked for the 
Juvenile Detention Service. 
The widow of James (Jim) 
Rideout Winchester and 
Francis (Frank) B. Gianotti, 
she leaves a daughter, two 
sons, two stepsons, 16 
grandchildren and 27 great-
grandchildren.

’43 Lewis Donelson 
Wellford of Memphis, 
January 2010. A lieutenant, 
j.g. in the Navy in the 
South Pacifi c during World 
War II, he worked in the 
family business, Chickasaw 
Wood, and later with J.E. 
Dilworth and Hoshall 
Machinery. A noted tennis 
and handball player, he 
was an active member 
of Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church, where he sang 
in the choir and led the 
singing in the T.K. Young 
Bible Class. The widower 
of Peggy Crews Wellford, 
Dorothy Townsend Wellford 
and Winnie New Wellford 
’43, he leaves two daughters 
and a son, Scott P. Wellford 
’73; three stepsons; eight 
grandchildren; and a brother.

45 Alice Chapman 
McClelland Farrar of Atmore, 
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AL, April 12, 2010. She 
was deeply interested in 
the Humane Society of 
Escambia County and the 
United Methodist Children’s 
Home in Selma and a 
member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 
Active in First United 
Methodist Church, she 
was the widow of Charles 
McClelland and Fielden 

“Pete” Farrar. She leaves three 
daughters, a stepdaughter 
and stepson and six 
grandchildren.

’46 June Crutchfi eld, 
retired Army colonel of 
Charlottesville, VA, Feb. 3, 
2010. In 1958, she entered 
the Woman’s Army Corps 
with a direct commission as 
a fi rst lieutenant. In 1961, 
she was accepted into the 
Army’s four-year Foreign 
Area Specialist Program in 
the Russian area. For years, 
she served as a Soviet analyst 
and Russian linguist at the 
National Security Agency. 
The highlight of her career 
was her assignment as the 
senior presidential translator 
and chief of the Pentagon’s 
Washington-Moscow 

“hotline” at the National 
Military Command Center 
within the Offi ce of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Her military 
awards included the Legion 
of Merit, the Meritorious 
Service Medal (2), and the 
Joint Service Commendation 
Medal (2).

’46 Mimi Reid Smith of 
Memphis, May 15, 2010. 
She was a parishioner of 
St. John’s Epicopal Church 
and a longtime member of 
the Altar Guild. A member 
of the Memphis Garden 
Club, she was the widow 
of Edward Harvey Sanders 
and Hugh Milby Alexander 
Smith. She leaves a son, two 
stepdaughters, one stepson, 
two grandchildren and a 
sister.

’47 Sally Ann McConnell 
Reaves of Santa Ana, CA, 
Jan. 20, 2010. She had a 

passion for music and began 
singing in church choirs as 
a soloist in her teens. Upon 
reaching the age of 65, she 
gave up singing and ceased 
vocal training from the 
Bassett Studio. She attended 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
in Santa Ana. She leaves her 
husband, Robert Grisham 
Reaves, two daughters, four 
grandchildren and a great-
granddaughter.

48 Mordeis Cyrelle “M.C.” 
Commander of Chattanooga, 
TN, March 23, 2010. The 
owner of Cherokee Home 
Improvement for many years, 
he was past president of 
the Better Business Bureau. 
He leaves his wife, Pat 
Hogue Commander, two 
daughters, three sons, three 
granddaughters and fi ve 
grandsons.

’48 Virginia Anne Withers 
Hicks of Memphis, May 
21, 2010. She taught math 
at Kingsbury High School 
until her retirement. A 
lifelong member of First 
Presbyterian Church, she 
was the widow of Noble 
Hicks, Jr. ’48. She leaves fi ve 
daughters.

’49 Russell Edward 
Bryant of Austin, TX, 
May 24, 2010. He retired 
in 1991 as an operations 
manager with BellSouth 
Telecommunications. He 
was active in Baptist and 
Presbyterian churches as 
an ordained deacon and 
elder in Houma and New 
Orleans, LA, and Austin. 
He leaves his wife Marjoree 
Bryant ’53, a daughter, two 
sons, a granddaughter, six 
grandsons, a sister and a 
brother.

’49 John Herring Williford 
Jr. of Drasco AR, Feb. 11, 
2009. He served in the 
Marine Corps during World 
War II. After retiring from 
the Memphis City Schools 
in 1983, he and his wife of 
35 years, Marlene, moved to 
Heber Springs, AR.

’50 James Venner Cobb 

Jr. of Apex, NC, Jan. 13, 
2010. A professor of music 
at several colleges and 
universities throughout 
his career, he served in the 
Army during the Korean 
War, entertaining troops 
around the world. He 
served as chairman of the 
Wilson County Board of 
Education and chairman 
of the Scotland County 
Educational Advisory 
Committee. He leaves his 
wife of 57 years, Barbara 
Hill Cobb, two daughters, a 
son, James Venner Cobb III 
’87, and 10 grandchildren.

’50 Dorothy Virginia 
Steindorff Stevenson of 
Charlottesville, VA, Nov. 
27, 2009. An offi cer of the 
Wednesday Music Club, 
The Oratorio Society of 
Charlottesville Albemarle 
and the Charlottesville 
Music Teachers Association, 
she was also a member of the 
Peace Lutheran Church. The 
widow of James McCluskie 
Stevenson, she leaves two 
sons, two grandchildren, a 
sister and a brother.

’50 Frank Le Roy Turner of 
Dallas, TX, Feb. 17, 2010.

’51 Colin Hodge Threlkeld 
Jr. of Germantown TN, 
Feb. 14, 2010. For 43 years 
he served the Memphis 
community as a physician 
in family medicine. He was 
appointed by the governor 
as secretary of the State 
Osteopathic Licensing 
Board and was twice elected 
president of the Tennessee 
Association of Osteopathic 
Physicians and Surgeons. A 
longtime member of Second 
Presbyterian Church, in 
more recent years he was a 
member of the River Oaks 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. He leaves his 
wife, Martha McClanahan 
Threlkeld ’52, two sons, 
Michael G. Threlkeld ’79 
and Stephan C. Threlkeld 
’86, a brother, William C 
Threlkeld ’53, a sister, Ann 
Threlkeld Woods ’55, and 

four grandchildren.
’52 Douglas Allen Barnett 

Sr. of Morganton, NC, Dec. 
3, 2009. A member of Grace 
Episcopal Church where he 
was a past choirmaster and 
organist, he was an Army 
veteran. The widower of 
Mary Lowrie Norwood 
Barnett, he leaves two sons 
and three grandchildren.

’52 Elizabeth Moore Tipton 
of Centennial Island, TN, 
Feb. 17, 2010. A member of 
the Joiner United Methodist 
Church in Arkansas and 
active in the West Point 
Society of Memphis, she 
was the widow of Col. John 
Harding Tipton Jr. She 
leaves three sons and six 
grandchildren.

’53 Marjorie Murphy Stoner 
of Memphis, Aug. 27, 2008. 
Retired associate director 
of the Rhodes language lab, 
she was a 59-year member 
of the General Forrest 
Chapter, United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, and 
the Chickasaw Bluff 
Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution. She 
was an active offi cer of the 
ZTA Alumnae Chapter 
and received the Alumnae 
Certifi cate of Merit and 
Order of the Shield from the 
national organization. Her 
volunteer work included 
hostess at the West Clinic 
Midtown, the Target house 
and in the library of the 
Baptist Woman’s Hospital. 
She leaves a son, four 
grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

’54 Margaret Preston 
Merrell Apperson Mayton 
of Apperson TN, March 12, 
2010. After graduation, she 
taught Latin and Greek at 
Lausanne and owned The 
Good Life Health Food 
Store. She was an active 
member of Grace-St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, president 
of the Central Garden Club, 
past president of the St. 
Augustine Guild of Youth 
Services and a member 
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of Le Bonheur Club, the 
Woman’s Exchange and 
Colonial Dames of America. 
She leaves her husband, 
John Earle Mayton, and a 
daughter.

’56 William “Bill” W. 
Hunt of Prairie Village, KS, 
March 26, 2010. He was a 
designer at Hallmark Cards 
for 39 years, an international 
traveler and connoisseur 
of the arts (particularly 
movies). An Army veteran 
and member of Village 
Presbyterian Church, he 
leaves a brother, two nieces 
and three nephews.

’56 James Howard 
Thompson of Durham, NC, 
April 13, 2010. He was 
library director and professor 
of History at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and later at University 
of North Carolina at 
Greensboro where he retired 
in 1994. He had also served 
on the faculty of Duke 
University, the University of 
Louisiana, Lafayette, and the 
University of Colorado. A 
parishioner of the Chapel of 
the Cross Episcopal Church 
in Chapel Hill, he leaves his 
wife of 49 years, Margareta 
Örtenblad Thompson, a 
daughter, a son, a stepson, 
fi ve grandchildren and a 
brother.

’58 Robert “Bob” Ivie 
Sanford of Memphis, March 
30, 2010. A senior insurance 
account executive for nearly 
50 years, he also served as a 
photographer in the active 
Naval Reserve for 22 years. 
He leaves his wife of 30 
years, Charlotte Crouch 
Sanford, a daughter, two 
sons, four stepchildren, 
fi ve grandchildren, fi ve 
additional grandchildren 
from the marriages of 
his children, six step-
grandchildren and a brother.

’61 Dixie Virginia Carter 
of Los Angeles, April 10, 
2010. Veteran star of stage, 
television and cabaret, she 
starred as Julia Sugarbaker 

in the popular television 
series, “Designing Women.” 
While a student at Rhodes, 
she began her stage career 
at the old Front Street 
Theatre and the Memphis 
Shakespeare Festival. 
Following college, she 
moved to New York where 
she began a successful stage 
career. At commencement 
1991, she received an 
honorary Doctor of Fine 
Arts degree. She leaves 
her husband, actor Hal 
Holbrook, two daughters, a 
sister and several nieces and 
nephews.

’64 Carolyn Howser 
Williamson of Seattle, 
Dec. 17, 2009. She was 
a retired Pierce County 
deputy prosecuting attorney, 
where she practiced law 
for 24 years. An advocate 
of fair treatment in the 
legal system for the 
mentally ill, she worked 
closely with state mental 
health professionals, giving 
presentations at conferences 
about mental health law 
and court procedures. An 
active church member, 
she leaves her husband, J. 
Howard Williamson ’63, 
two daughters, a son, two 
grandsons and a brother.

’65 Paul Lawrence Cox of 
Collierville, TN, April 2010. 
He was one of Tennessee’s 
most successful high school 
football coaches and guided 
the Collierville Dragons to 
19 playoff appearances. At 
the time of his retirement 
in 2009, he was the second-
winningest coach in Shelby 
County and sixth statewide. 
He served as grand marshal 
of the Collierville Christmas 
Parade. He leaves his wife 
of 36 years, Betty Cox, a 
daughter, two grandchildren 
and a brother.

’65 Daniel “Dan” Whitney 
Morgan of Cordova, TN, 
Jan. 27, 2010. A dentist 
who practiced for 40 years, 
he was a member of the 
Phoenix Club of Memphis 

and was passionate about 
cooking, traveling, fl y-
fi shing, reading and golf. He 
leaves, his wife of 23 years, 
Kathy L Morgan, three 
daughters, a stepdaughter, a 
stepson, six grandchildren, 
his mother, two sisters and a 
brother.

’66 Kelly Spell Thomas 
Jr. of Memphis, March 
12, 2010. A member of 
Germantown Presbyterian 
Church, he leaves a son, Trey 
Thomas.

’67 Edward Gale Buckley 
Jr. of Covington, TN, Jan. 
15, 2010. Former owner of 
Munford Florist and Gifts, 
he was also a former math 
and science teacher at Byars 
Hall and Munford High 
Schools. He was a member 
of the Elm Grove United 
Methodist Church where he 
served as pianist for many 
years. He leaves a sister and 
a brother.

’68 Douglas Boyce Fleeman 
of Winder GA, Sept. 23, 
2009. He leaves two 
stepchildren and two sisters.

’71 Lisa Ames Loverde-
Meyer of Woerden, 
Netherlands, Nov. 28, 2009. 
She leaves her husband, 
Peter Meyer, a daughter, a 
granddaughter and a sister.

’77 James Sims McElduff 
of Weaverville, NC, April 15, 
2010. A founder of Altamont 
Environmental Engineering 
in Asheville, he established 
cleanup alternatives across 
the country, concentrating 
on design and construction 
of groundwater treatment 
systems and investigation 
of indoor air contaminants. 
In 2005, after Katrina, he 
volunteered in New Orleans 
to work with OXFAM 
in the identifi cation of 
contaminants. He served as 
chairman of the Buncombe 
County Planning Board 
and the board of Energy 
Xchange, a closed landfi ll 
dedicated to the capture 
of methane gas. He leaves 
his wife, Kathy Triplett; 

his mother; and two sisters, 
including Ellen McElduff 
’70.

’80 Robert “Robin” Ivy 
Burks of Pasadena, CA, Sept. 
3, 2009. A doctor of physical 
therapy, he joined the 
faculty of the University of 
Southern California in 2002 
with primary responsibility 
for treating patients at 
USC University Hospital, 
where he was instrumental 
in establishing the Hand 
Therapy Program. He leaves 
his wife, Debra Burks-Hori, 
a son and his father.

’82 Peter Bryant Daniels of 
Burbank, CA, Jan. 20, 2010. 
A vice president with Warner 
Brothers, he had served with 
Honeywell in Phoenix and 
as a consultant with Deloit 
Associates. He leaves a 
daughter; a son; his parents, 
Margaret and William 
Daniels, Rhodes professor 
emeritus of English; two 
sisters, including Ellen 
Quintin ’75; and a brother.

’85 William Wallace 
McMillan of Elkridge, MD, 
March 10, 2010. He was 
an associate professor of 
physics at the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore 
County for 16 years, where 
he was infl uential in the 
development of its Ph.D. 
program in atmospheric 
physics and department 
liaison to the campus 
chapter of Phi Beta Kappa. 
He leaves his wife, Rae Force, 
his mother, Mary Myers 
McMillan ’53, and two 
brothers.

’97 Christina Lynne St. 
Clair Lynch of Surprise, AZ, 
Dec.13, 2009. She loved 
home schooling her children, 
dancing, reading, traveling 
and being a wife and mother. 
She leaves her husband, 
David Lynch, a daughter, a 
son, her parents and two 
sisters.
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Commencement 2010—Standard-bearer Matt McCulloch ’11, 2010-11 president of Rhodes 
Student Government, awaits degree candidates on their procession through the Cloister on 
the way to Fisher Garden.


