
The Rhodes Springfield
Lecture Series will present
renowned conductor and
composer Sir David Willcocks
at 8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 24, in
Hardie Auditorium.

Sir David’s lecture,
“Witness to a Golden Age of
Music: Reflections of a Master
Player in the English Choral
Renaissance of the Mid-20th

Century,” will be free and open to
the public.

Described as the dean
of English choral litera-
ture, Sir David is interna-
tionally known as the for-
mer director of music of
King’s College, Cambridge
University, of the Royal
College of Music and of
the London Bach Choir.

As director of music at
King’s College from 1957

to 1974, Sir David made numerous
recordings that gained international

popularity through television and
radio. With King’s College Choir, he
gave concerts in many European
countries, Canada and Africa. At
Cambridge, he also served as uni-
versity organist, lecturer and con-
ductor of the Cambridge University
Musical Society.

From 1960 to
1998, Sir David
was musical
director of the
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Alumni honor historian, English professor, Diehl Society president 
Historian and author Jacquelyn

Dowd Hall ’65 is the recipient of the
2000 Distinguished
Alumni Award at
Rhodes.

Hall will accept the
award during cere-
monies at Alumni
Convocation at 11 a.m.
Oct. 21 in Hardie
Auditorium. 

Also honored during
convocation will be the
late Samuel Holt Monk
’22, the 2000 honorand
of the Rhodes Faculty Portrait Series,
and Wayne Steele Sharp ’75, recipient
of the 2000 Outstanding Alumni
Volunteer Award.

Hall is the Julia Cherry Spruill
Professor of History and director of
the Southern Oral History Program
at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. 

She is the author of Revolt Against
Chivalry: Jessie Daniel Ames and the
Women’s Campaign Against Lynching
(Columbia University, 1979), re-

issued in 1993, and co-author of Like
a Family: The Making of a Southern

Cotton Mill World (University of
North Carolina Press, 1987), which
was just re-issued. She is writing a
book about the radical Lumpkin sis-
ters of South Carolina and the poli-
tics of historical memory.

Hall is a past recipient of a
Guggenheim Fellowship and fellow-
ships from the National Humanities
Center and Rockefeller Study Center.

In September 1999, President
Clinton presented Hall with a
National Humanities Medal in

recognition of her 25 years of inno-
vative work in oral history, women’s
history and labor history.

Hall serves as founding presi-
dent of the Labor and Working
Class History Association and is
president-elect of the Southern
Historical Association. 

A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Rhodes, Hall earned her master’s and
doctorate from Colombia University.

The first honors graduate at what
was then Southwestern Presbyterian
University, Samuel Monk was part of
the handpicked faculty President
Charles Diehl assembled when the
college moved to Memphis in 1925.
As Diehl wrote in a letter to Monk, “ I
think that with Drs. Monk, Townsend
and Johnson we would have as strong
an English department as there is in
any college in the country.”

Monk completed both his mas-
ter’s and doctoral degrees at
Princeton University and returned to
his alma mater to teach from 1924 to
1942. An authority on Restoration
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Dewayne Ghoston, 11, peeks into a
window of his new home, built for
the family of Sharon Ghoston by the
Rhodes Habitat for Humanity chapter.
The house was dedicated on Oct. 1.

Jeremy Boyd (center), who was studying in Chile last semes-
ter, was initiated into the Rhodes chapter of Omicron Delta
Kappa on Oct. 1. His induction completes the ODK class of
2000-2001, which currently consists of 26 seniors. The honor
society will tap new members from the junior and senior
classes next spring. Conducting the initiation ceremony were
ODK officers (from left) Vice President Keely Pitts, President
Catherine Neelly, elections officer Amanda Flaim and Secretary
Daniela Seminara.

ARAMARK Director Tim VanderMeersch con-
gratulates Ruthel Kelsey on her retirement.
Kelsey worked in Rhodes food services for 35
years, retiring as A.M. supervisor. Fellow ARA-
MARK employees held a reception for Kelsey
on Sept. 28.

“Come home” is a message and
theme that will draw hundreds of
alumni back to Rhodes Oct. 20-21 for
Homecoming 2000. 

For 75 years, Memphis has been
home to one of the nation’s finest lib-
eral arts colleges, and this fall Rhodes
has celebrated the anniversary of its
move to Memphis from Clarksville,
Tenn. Homecoming will cap a series
of events marking that anniversary.

Homecoming activities will include
the 60th reunion of the Class of 1940
and these highlights:

Friday, Oct. 20
Academic Festival, location to be

posted. James Lanier, associate pro-
fessor of history, “Building a College
in Depression and War: The First 25
Years in Memphis,” 3 p.m. Gail
Streete, associate professor of reli-
gious studies, “A Benefactor of Many
and of Me Also,” 4 p.m.

Chamber Music Recital, Cloister of
Palmer Hall, 5 to 6 p.m. Rhodes facul-
ty member Carole Choate Blankenship
’85 will present a program featuring
selections for harpsichord and strings.

75th Anniversary Reception and
Dance, Bryan Campus Life Center,
8 p.m. to 1 a.m.The dance will fea-
ture complimentary hors d’oeuvres

and music early in the evening by
Roy Brewer and later in the evening
by The Bouffants. Admission is free.

Saturday, Oct. 21
6th Annual Homerunning: 5K Run

for Fun, entrance to Fargason Field,
8:30 a.m. Sponsored by the Class of
2001 and Rhodes Student Govern-
ment. Participants receive T-shirts.
Early registration fee is $10; $12 day
of race. Call 843-3845.

Service Learning Open House,
Rhea Lounge, Briggs Student Center,
9:30 to 11 a.m. Chaplain Billy Newton
and students will discuss how
Rhodes’ long-standing tradition of
service continues through various
programs.

Alumni Convocation, Hardie
Auditorium, Palmer Hall, 11 a.m. The
2000 alumni awards will be presented
along with this year’s faculty portrait.
Rhodes will honor the legacies of
President Charles Diehl and John
Rollow ’26 by planting a special 75th

anniversary tree after convocation.
Homecoming Picnic, Rollow

Avenue of Oaks, noon. Tickets are $10
for adults and $5 for children. Call
843-3845 for reservations.

Football Game, Rhodes Lynx vs.
Colorado College, Fargason Field, 2

p.m. Tickets are $5 for adults, $1 for
children under 10 and free to Rhodes
employees and students. Winners of
the Mr. and Ms. Rhodes election, the
5th annual student banner contest and
the Homerunning 5K Run for Fun
will be announced at halftime.
Activities also will include a Halftime
All Alumni Victory Party sponsored
by the Class of ’95.

Black Student Association
Reception, Crain Hall, Bryan
Campus Life Center, post-game. BSA
will introduce its 2000 outstanding
alumnus or alumna. �

Editor’s Note: The Weekly will
not be published Oct. 16 due to fall
break.
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RAB President Ana Perez ’01 serves a helping of Natalie
Person’s chocolate toffee cheesecake to Bob Davis ’03 
during RAB’s second annual Faculty/Staff Dessert Cook-off
Oct. 5.

Marvin Addison ’03 welcomes his mother Mary Addison (cen-
ter) of Memphis and his sister, Rachel, to campus for Parents
Weekend.

As Rhodes College observes the
75th anniversary of its move to
Memphis, Alpha Delta chapter of
Kappa Delta sorority will celebrate
the 75th anniversary of its founding
during Homecoming weekend.

The sorority will hold a party,
themed “Alpha Delta: Past, Present
and Future,” at its house on campus
Saturday, Oct. 21, from 10:30 a.m. to

12:30 p.m. Included in the festivities
will be a speech by Kappa Delta’s
national vice president, Lillian Leslie,
and a ceremonial groundbreaking for
the expansion of its house.

Kappa Delta members have been
busy raising funds to finance the
house expansion, according to
Marilyn Matthews, the sorority’s
public relations officer.

“Our house will have a brand
new look,” Matthews says. “It will
have a new front, a new second floor
and added room on the ground
level. We are very excited about hav-
ing a bigger house.”

Kappa Delta, which has 124
members, will donate two bench
swings to Rhodes during the
anniversary event. �
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London Bach Choir, which, since
its founding in 1875, has given
first performances of several
important works. With the Bach
Choir, Sir David gave the first
performances in Italy of Benjamin
Britten’s War Requiem in 1963 and
later introduced the work in
Japan, Hong Kong, Portugal and
the Netherlands. From 1974 to
1984, he was director of the Royal
College of Music in London. 

The former conductor of the

Cambridge Philharmonic Society,
he was also organist of Salisbury
Cathedral and later of Worcester
Cathedral, and was for many
years conductor at the Three
Choirs Festival. 

Sir David appears frequently as a
conductor in the United States,
Canada and European countries. He
also has given concerts with the
New Zealand Symphony Orchestra
and orchestras of the Australia
Broadcasting Corp., with the Hong
Kong Symphony Orchestra and
with the South African Broadcasting
Corp. choirs and orchestra.

He has received numerous
honorary degrees in England, the
U.S. and Canada, and is an
Honorary Fellow of King’s
College, Cambridge.

A bequest from the late John
Murry Springfield, a 1951 Rhodes
graduate, established the Spring-
field Music Lectures in 1991. Each
year an outstanding musicologist,
researcher, music historian or
music theorist presents both formal
and informal lectures that foster an
increased appreciation of music as
an academic discipline. �

Willcocks
continued from page 1

Kappa Delta sorority celebrates 75 years at Rhodes

Kappa Sigma members Joey
Sherrard ’03 (right) and Amit
Mirchandani ’01 present Big
Brothers/Big Sisters officials
with a check for $2,572.86
raised during Philanthropy
Week. 
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and 18th-century literature, he pub-
lished a book, The Sublime in 18th

Century England, in 1935. 
During World War II, Monk

served in the Army Air Force as an
intelligence officer. In 1947, he
accepted a position in the English
Department at the University of
Minnesota and later served as chair
of that department. 

Rhodes presented Monk with an
honorary doctor of literature
degree in 1963. Monk retired in
1970 and moved to Charlottesville,
Va., where he died in 1981. 

A stalwart proponent of liberal
arts colleges, Dr. Monk wrote in an
address in 1947, “What else but this
can a college give its graduates: a
sense of the responsibilities of free-

dom; and active faith in ideals that
the world doubts but cannot get
along without; and a clear insight
into the moral order of a man’s
life? Much that a man studies may
be forgotten, but those things can
be lived.”

This year’s Outstanding Alumni
Volunteer Award recognizes Wayne
Steele Sharp for the time, energy
and talent she devotes to her alma
mater. As a member of the Rhodes
College Board of Trustees, she trav-
els from Los Angeles to Memphis
at least three times a year. She
served as chair of the board’s com-
mittee on student life and was a
member of the Rhodes presidential
search committee. 

Together with her husband,
Malcolm, Sharp played a leader-
ship role in establishing Garner
Court, the fountain and landscaped

area in front of McCoy Theatre that
honors the late Tony Lee Garner.

As 1999-2000 president of the
Charles E. Diehl Society, Sharp and
members of the executive commit-
tee set an all-time fundraising
record by raising $1.4 million, a 9
percent increase over the previous
year. Sharp has volunteered to lead
the Diehl Society for a second year. 

When not working for Rhodes,
Sharp manages the Los Angeles
office of Boston Partners Asset
Management L.P., where she is a
partner and vice chair of the equity
strategy committee. 

Sharp earned a bachelor’s
degree in economics from Rhodes
and a master of business adminis-
tration degree in finance from the
University of Memphis, and
received the Chartered Financial
Analyst designation in 1983. �

Alumni awards
continued from page 1

Rhodes News Notes . . .
October is National Breast Cancer

Awareness Month. Human Resources
has arranged for the Baptist Hospital
Mobile Mammography Unit to be on
campus Friday, Oct. 13. The unit will
have 25 appointments available for
faculty and staff members to get a
screening mammogram. Call 843-
3750 for an appointment.

❧

The Rhodes community is invited
to attend a series of Spanish-language
films during October and November.
The films will be in Spanish with
English subtitles; admission is free.
Here is the schedule:

Thursday, Oct. 12, Hasta cierto
punto (Cuba), hosted by Rob
Canfield, 410 Rhodes Tower, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 19, Tesis, hosted
by Gelsey Bennett, 410 Rhodes
Tower, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 24, Todo sobre mi
madre (Spain), hosted by Kosta
Dalageorgas, 410 Rhodes Tower, 6
p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 2, El chacotero

sentimental (Chile), hosted by Jason
Bainbridge, Blount Auditorium,
6:30 p.m.

Nov. 9, Entre Villa y una mujer
desnuda (Mexico), hosted by Eric
Henager, Blount Auditorium, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 16, Belle epoque,
hosted by Matt Pendergrast, 410
Rhodes Tower, 7 p.m.

Co-sponsors of the film series are
the Spanish section of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Languages and
Literatures and HOLA.

❧

Foreign Languages and
Literatures also will hold a series of
career sessions for students who are
interested in Russia. The sessions are
open to faculty and staff. On Friday,
Oct. 20, Robert Lahiere, a recent
Rhodes graduate, will speak about
his study experiences in Russia and
Germany and his current work in
translation and international World
Wide Web design. Lahiere is
employed by a Memphis-based
translating firm. The session will be

from 4:15 to 5:30 p.m. in 410 Rhodes
Tower. A reception will follow.

❧

King David: A Biography, a new
book by associate professor of reli-
gious studies Steve McKenzie,
received a favorable review in the
June 18 edition of the New York
Times Book Review. 

❧

The City of Germantown has
named Human Resources Director
Claire Shapiro a hometown hero for
her volunteer efforts with the
Germantown Arts Alliance. Shapiro
serves as chairman of the alliance’s
grants committee.

❧

Valerie Nollan, associate professor
of Russian, spoke at a meeting of the
Memphis Friends for the Russian
People on Sept. 24. Her talk was titled
“Swimming Against the Current:
Russian Immigration in America.” �


