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I know I was all about the Wikipedia quotes in my previous 
article, but readers, if I may, allow me to once again abuse the 
internet. Dictionary.com defines privilege, in its f irst and primary 
definition, as “a right, immunity, or benefit enjoyed only by a 
person beyond the advantages of most.”  Privileges. I have lots 
of them. Most everyone at Rhodes does. We do not share these 
privileges equally, of course. There are some privileges that only 
certain Rhodes students have that are currently denied to others. 
I want to preface the rest of the article by saying yes, I am aware 
of the issues of privilege at Rhodes relating to class, race, religion, 
and gender. If you feel strongly about these, please write to the 
paper. My purpose, however, concerns LGBT issues, as you might 
have gleaned from the usual “Sassy Lesbian” heading. Consider 
this a more direct addressing of my original article topic a few 
weeks back. Here are a few privileges that straight students have 
that I, as a lesbian, either do not have or cannot assume I have.

Roommates. If you are a straight student, you are probably 
not going to be discriminated against for being straight. You don’t 
need to worry that heterosexuality will be against your roommate’s 
religion. There’s currently no way to ensure a queer-friendly room-
mate at our school. My roommate and I, both out since our f irst 
year, both indicated that we would want either a gay-friendly or 
liberal roommate, but we were never informed if these requests 
were honored. My roommate is like a sister to me, and it makes a 
hilarious story in hindsight. Except waiting over two months be-
fore f inding out you’re both gay because you’re so afraid of back-
lash? Haha. Ha. Laughing so hard I’m crying.

“Fag. That’s so gay.” I understand that culturally, some pe-
jorative words are in the common vernacular la-di-da important 
sounding defense of words that tell me homosexuality is bad. See, 
I may be a girl, but I am still homosexual. Unless you’re a friend 
I’ve actually talked about gay rights issues with, if I hear you use 
derogatory gay terms under any circumstance, I have to consider 
that you might hate me. Gosh golly, I know lesbians aren’t usually 
fags, and I know sometimes you’re in a really angry Halo match 
that requires shouting. But if I’m standing behind you in the Rat 
and you drop that particular f-word? I don’t have the privilege of 
assuming that you won’t hate me based on my dating preferences.

Community. In a lot of ways, I’m really ingrained in the Rho-
des Community. I have a lot of friends. I have a lot of academic-re-
lated pursuits. I have more extra-curriculars than is actually sane. 
But one thing Rhodes lacks is a gay community. We have pockets 
of gays, you might say. Most of us f ind out about each other and 
keep each other updated. The problem, however, is that we don’t 
actually have ingrained homing devices to help us f ind each other. 
Rhodes College gays are notoriously quiet. If we were cats, you 
might want to put bells on us. We need more gay-oriented events. 
Now, you might say it’s discrimination against heterosexuals to 
want queer-specific events. I might respond with the common 
“Every day is straight pride day.” I might also respond that bros, 
though brotastic, are not substitutes for lesbian friends.

Safety. This is a tricky one. On the one hand, Rhodes has 

by Jacob Long
Staff Writer

 Rhodes has recently announced the addition of two new 
majors, Environmental Studies and Environmental Sciences.   
Both had previously been available and popular as minors.  The 
Environmental science program was formed in 2005 and the En-
vironmental Studies program began in 2007.   The Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation has played a key role in funding these new 
programs.   Program Chair Professor Jeffrey Jackson tells “Rhodes 
is a signatory to the Presidents’ Climate Commitment, an agree-
ment by college and university presidents across the nation to cre-
ate more environmentally-sensitive and aware campuses.”  These 
factors, as well as popular campus support, have contributed to 
the creation of the two new majors.

 The majors are and will remain interdisciplinary majors, 
currently comprised of professors from 12 departments.  Profes-
sor Jackson says, “Environmental Studies and Sciences is a perfect 
place to have interdisciplinary dialogue since so many of the en-
vironmental issues our society faces.”  He further explains that 
“to really investigate these questions, we have to know about the 
political, economic, social, and historical forces which have con-
tributed” in addition to the science behind environmental issues.   

 The two separate majors are talked about collectively be-
cause their difference lies only in emphasis.  There are several 
required courses in common between the majors.  Environmental 
Studies majors will focus on more of the social sciences perspec-
tive while the Environmental Sciences majors will focus from the 
perspective of natural sciences.  However, each major will have 
to study from the other perspective as well, just to a lesser extent 
than its emphasis.  Also, each major requires that the student par-
ticipate in some out of class learning experience, such as an intern-
ship or research.

 The new majors are yet another example of Rhodes’ com-
mitment to develop and evolve the college’s academic offerings.  
Environmental issues are among the most pressing and troubling 
today.  Rhodes students are now able to focus their studies to pre-
pare for careers in this growing field.  Administration has worked 
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 By Lex Gomez

Non-heterosexuals. Queers. Transsexuals. Lesbians. Bisexu-
als. Gays. We are everywhere. We live in your neighborhoods. 
We drive alongside you in rush-hour traff ic. We babysit your 
children. We hire you to babysit our children. We work in your 
offices in the adjoining cubicles. We manage companies. We 
f lip your burgers. We sign off on your paychecks. We share your 
public restrooms. We sit next to you in class. We blend in and 
integrate ourselves into society. Bottom line is, we exist. 

Creepy intro aside, the LGBT community is not, as some 
believe, devoted to demoralizing and dismantling the Ameri-
can Dream, American values, or any number of silly things it 
is generally accused of doing. With all the publicity the LGBT 
community has received in this modern day and age, it has 
progressed nicely. Our fight for recognition and equality has 
moved us from a state of socially imposed exile to one of so-
cial acceptance, however half-hearted and insincere said “accep-
tance” may be. Although we have yet to win the majority, much 
of America is getting wind of and getting with the program. 

Unfortunately, Flour Bluff High School in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, is not eager to be part of such a movement. If the sheer 
ingenuity and brilliance of its quaint name isn’t enough to give 
you some idea of the general atmosphere of the school, get this: 
the Flour Bluff Intermediate School District (FBISD) recently 
rejected the proposal of high school senior Bianca Peet to start 
a Gay-Straight Alliance Club at the school.

Now, technically, the Equal Access Act of 1984 requires 
federally funded schools to provide “fair opportunities for stu-
dents to form student-led extracurricular groups, regardless of 
their religious, political and philosophical leanings.” Maybe be-
ing gay doesn’t really f it under the umbrellas of religion, poli-
tics, or philosophy; but in light of modern interpretation, the 
act has been extended to cover LGBT-oriented clubs. Schools 
that do not adhere to the Equal Access put themselves in danger 
of losing their precious federal funding. 

So: How does FBISD handle this? Simple. Discontinue all 
extracurricular activities. 

Extreme? Perhaps a little. It is not quite clear what, exactly, 
FBISD’s objection to a GSA Club is: after all, it isn’t as though 
the simple formation of a student-organized club is going to 
cause any kind of catastrophic event--- like, say, suddenly turn-
ing all attendees of Flour Bluff High gay (which would, no 
doubt, be most tragic). The most it might do is ruff le a few 
feathers--- which, it seems, is the main issue.

Whether or not it is easily admitted, the mere thought of 
homo- or bisexuals makes quite a few people uncomfortable. 
What’s more, this discomfort and ill feeling towards the LGBT 
community is not just restricted to quaintly christened schools 
in the southern reaches of Texas. This unease exists everywhere: 
including our own small but esteemed college. 

Thankfully, the authority f igures that govern Rhodes Col-
lege have seen fit to allow the students of Rhodes several queer-
minded groups, including our own GSA Club as well as a group 
for LGBT Advocacy. The Safe Zone program also takes steps 
to recognize and give support to Rhodes’ small but vital LGBT 
population. Unfortunately, the open-minded thinking found 
within these groups does not extend to the entire student body. 
Discrimination and ostracizing, however subtle, still exist here 
on the Rhodes College campus. Professors, the Dean, and other 
officials can do all they want to try and create a more accepting 
and diversif ied atmosphere; but ultimately, the college’s take on 
LGBT issues, as well as its amicable acknowledgement of mem-
bers of the community, is up to the students--- just as it was up 
to the students of Flour Bluff who, after much campaigning, 
f inally overruled the FBISD in favor of a GSA Club. 

Being gay or lesbian or gender-queer or bisexual is not a 
crime, nor should it be punished with the kind of “special” 
treatment that FBISD attempted to dish out. Disregarding us is 
not a viable solution either; because, whether it’s appreciated or 
not, we are legitimate members of society. To reiterate, we are 
everywhere. Sorry to burst your bubble. 

By Margaux Anbouba
Staff Writer

 
 Imagine your life without Facebook, Twitter or 
YouTube. These sites, which many citizens of the United 
States access every day, have just recently become available for 
public access in Middle Eastern countries. These websites were 
inaccessible due to government bans and are enforced with the 
help of technology and companies from the United States.
 Originally developed to control websites that were 
viewed on work, school and public computers, web-filtering 
software has been around since the 1990s. The companies that 
offer Internet blocking software include Netsweeper, Websense 
and McAfee, Inc. Last year these companies earn around $50 
million from countries that use their software to censor their 
Internet. At least nine countries have used software provided by 
the United States to limit what websites are accessible to their 
citizens.
 The most well known Internet censorship takes place 
in China, under the Communist Party. Only local websites are 
allowed, and they must have a permit. These websites also sign 
a binding contract to remove any information that is considered 
controversial by the Chinese government. 
 The censorship that has been publicized recently in 
the Middle East is somewhat different. A website license is 
not required to operate in most of these countries. Websites 
are typically partially censored, instead of completely shut 
down, because they post content that is considered ‘religiously 

offensive’. Since the start of the year many social networking 
websites, like Facebook, have become available to the citizens in 
many of the countries employing censorship software. 
 The privately owned United States companies that 
assist with foreign Internet censorship have began to butt 
heads with their own government. The Obama administration 
has already pledged over $20 million to developing software 
to assist censored Internet users in getting around the blocks. 
Essentially, the United States government has begun to spend 
money on helping people avoid the blocks companies run by 
their own citizens have create. 
 Web filtering in the United States seems unimaginable. 
It occasionally appears in small-scale situations, like the 
inability to look at porn on a school computer, but never 
further than that. If the United States began to edit the 
websites that it’s citizens were able to look access, it would be 
in violation of the first amendment. 
 Yet web filtering also has its positives. These programs 
can keep people from viewing websites that could provide 
information they could use to harm another. The Columbine 
shooters gained all their knowledge of explosives from the 
Internet. Internet censorship also serves to protect a country’s 
Internet system from a cyber-attack. 
 It seems hypocritical for companies operated out of 
‘the land of the free’ to assist in foreign web censorship. Many 
of these companies claim that they are not in control of what a 
customer does with their software, so they should begin to sell 
with digression. 

World censorship and role of the US

Problems with discrimination against 
LGBT still in existence at Rhodes
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“While we all know radical Islamists are a minority fac-
tion in the Middle East, what is alarming to critics are opin-

ion poll results such as 54% of Egyptians who think sui-
cide bombings are justified, that 49% thought favorably of 

Hamas and 20% had a favorable view of Al Qaeda . ” 

By Matthew Brennan

For many Tahrir Square has become a symbol of the 
power of a mass movement lead by the people. As Mr. Al-
samadisi and Mr. Bayakly so eloquently wrote in Protest 
in Egypt infused with radically peaceful Pro-Democratic 
undertones that “these protests were about uncovering 
and mobilizing Arab civil society and the progression of 
their place in world”. So why then are some calling for 
a more wary view of the Tahrir square events like Mr. 
Ayers’ previous article Protests in Egypt infused with radi-
cal undertones and academic contributors like Dr. Ro-
mano in his article Egypt- Democracy May Come Before 
Freedom? While Mr. Alsamadisi and Mr. Bayakly would 
suggest that critics do not understand or as they wrote 
in regards to Mr. Ayers “blatantly collectivized an entire 
population for a small fringe community” this article 
seeks to demonstrate that critics’ fears are relevant to the 
conversation and not unfounded. Despite the appeal to 
see only the positive outcomes of these events it is im-
portant that we address the fact that the future course of 
Egypt is far from decided.

When examining the Egyptian protests it is tempt-
ing to hope these protesters 
want to create an “American 
proto-type” and that Tahrir 
square is the dawn of a new 
batch of Jeffersonians ready 
to turn Egypt into the Amer-
ica of the Middle East. How-
ever, if we return to Mr. Al-
samadisi’s and Mr. Bayakly’s 
quote “these protests were 
about uncovering and mobi-
lizing Arab civil society and 
the progression of their place 
in world… their views have 
been ignored, their concerns 
trumped, and their identity 
has been disguised” then we 
shouldn’t assume or proj-
ect our own American bias 
on what the Egyptians want 
to create. While one could 
never hope to accurately and 
coherently represent eighty 
million people’s views, as Dr. 
Romano wrote in a recent article, opinion polls give out-
side observers the best indicator of what direction the 
Egyptian people will likely take Egypt.

One of these polls, a 2010 PEW Global Attitudes sur-
vey, recorded that 59% of Egyptians favored democracy; 
however this by no means is an indication that Egyptians 
want an “American proto-type”. In this same survey 95% 
wanted a greater role for Islam in politics, 54% of Egyp-
tians favored gender segregation in the workplace, 82% 
favored stoning Adulterers to death, and 77% favoring 
whipping and cutting off hands for theft.  These are not 
only signs of a radically different style democracy; they 
are of a completely illiberal nature. Wanting a greater 
role for Islam in politics while not a secular stance one 
can look at America’s long time ally Israel for example 
of a US ally where religious parties and faith play a large 
role in politics yet Israel remains a vibrant democracy. It 
is not the unique character which Egyptian democracy 
will mostly likely take it is the concern over the minor-
ity, militant Islamist or if you like those individuals that 
Mr. Alsamadisi and Mr. Bayakly labeled “Hillbillies”. 

While we all know radical Islamists are a minority 
faction in the Middle East, what is alarming to critics are 
opinion poll results such as 54% of Egyptians who think 
suicide bombings are justif ied, that 49% thought favor-
ably of Hamas and 20% had a favorable view of Al Qae-

da . This is disconcerting, and it is logical to conclude 
that Egypt may be an area susceptible to Islamist inf lu-
ence. While only a small faction supported Al Qaeda (al-
though in this writers opinion even 20% is too high) it 
is for the region far more problematic that 49% support 
Hamas. While support for Hamas in a democratic Egypt 
may not lead to another Israeli-Egyptian war it will cer-
tainly lead to a far more isolated Israel. When looking 
at Middle East history, most of the violence occurred 
when Israel was at its most isolated, which negatively 
affects the whole region. While Mr. Alsamadisi and Mr. 
Bayakly wrote that Muslim Brotherhood Spokesman Es-
sam el Erian stated that the Muslim brotherhood (a radi-
cal Islamist organization) will not run in the presidential 
elections this by no means is a statement they will not 
participate in the political process meaning that they 
will be a force in the new Egypt regardless of wheth-
er or not they have a presidential candidate. Although 
figures such as Wael Ghonim, like Mr. Alsamadisi and 
Mr. Bayakly wrote, can use Facebook to help start pro-
tests, they meet their match this against organizations 
with the history and willingness to commit violence to 
achieve its political aims as seen in Pakistan with the 

murders of moderate politicians who oppose their poli-
cies. Let’s also not forget that it was radical Islamists 
who killed Mubarak’s predecessor for his peace treaty 
with Israel. These minorities are both dangerous and can 
wield significant power through terror, especially over 
unorganized masses.

 If one looks at past revolutions, power vacuums do 
not necessarily favor the majority nor does it mean the 
group that began the revolution ends up governing in the 
end. If one looks outside the Middle East, the Bolsheviks 
were a minority in Imperial Russia yet the end result 
of the Russian revolution was the birth of the USSR. 
While the world should applaud Wael Ghonim and his 
ability to use Facebook to start a largely peaceful pro-
test process that ended the Mubarak regime one needs 
only to look back at the aftermath of Tahrir Square when 
many new faces appeared and incidents such as when 
CBS Chief foreign Correspondent Lara Logan was sexu-
ally assaulted and beaten by a frenzied mob began to 
occur. This incident, among others, is clearly not rep-
resentative of the protesters that for three weeks peace-
fully demonstrated against the Mubarak regime. While 
the Egyptian protests inspire many in the international 
community one should remember that they are not the 
only force in Egypt and the transition process is far from 
over.  Dr. Romano best sums this up in his article when 

he wrote that “democracy may thus bring some very il-
liberal, demagogic, reactionary conservatives to power 
since the pro-democracy protesters may have little time 
and capacity to organize effectively for elections”. While 
many have discussed the positive role of the Egyptian 
military in this process, one should not forget that since 
the overthrow of King Farouk, Egyptian leaders have all 
emerged from the military, and while the military may 
have decided Mubarak had to go, they also could decide 
later that democracy is no longer in their favor and in-
tervene in the elections. The problem with revolutions is 
once they start their directions are not easy to predict.

When engaging in these debates, it is proper to main-
tain respect for others opinions. Anyone who personally 
knows Mr. Ayers would never suggest that he is pro-
dictatorship or that his perception of the Middle East 
is that everyone is an Islamist. Mr. Alsamadisi and Mr. 
Bayakly wrote that Mr. Ayers believes that “the notion 
of the Democratic peace theory somehow does not apply 
when it comes to Egypt” suggests that democratic peace 
theory is indisputably proven. Those who are unfamil-
iar with international relations theories should be made 
aware that democratic peace theory is the theory that 

democracies do not go 
to war with one anoth-
er so therefore Egypt 
becoming a democracy 
would lead to greater 
peace in the Middle 
East. However, this 
theory is an untested 
theory and many Inter-
national studies theo-
rists do not adhere to 
the democratic peace 
theory never mind stu-
dents. Furthermore, 
being a Rhodes stu-
dent, the argument of 
Mr. Alsamadisi and 
Mr. Bayakly that “not 
all Muslims or Arabs 
are radical Islamist” is 
a pointless attack on 
Mr. Ayers’ article that 
clearly recognized that 
radical Islamists are a 

minority. What Mr. Alsamadisi and Mr. Bayakly also do 
not seem to understand that as Dr. Romano wrote that 
“demonstrators do not represent Egypt today, however, 
but rather only it most enlightened element”. Again, Mr. 
Alsamadisi and Mr. Bayakly make an unfounded at-
tack on Mr. Ayers’ chauvinistic attitude towards women, 
when in reality women are a political minority on the 
streets and in government, a fact confirmed by Dr. Ro-
mano and poll results (recall 54% favoring gender segre-
gation) and not likely to change should certain Egyptian 
political groups come to power. 

In conclusion, this writer we must be prepared for 
negative outcomes, rather attack those who are on guard 
by mistakenly assuming that Tahrir square protesters 
are the only political force in Egypt. The Tahrir square 
protests are only the beginning of a transitional period 
for Egypt. This is not the 1979 Islamic revolution of 
Iran nor is this Indian independence movement from 
Imperial Britain. We must remember this is not a move-
ment to be an “American proto-type” this is an Egyptian 
movement. The Egyptian people are f ighting to have a 
greater stake in their government and the results will 
have uniquely Egyptian characteristics that could easily 
range from a liberal democracy to a radical Sharia state. 

Letter to the Editor: Revisiting Tahir Square
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“It is depressing to see 
part of our beautiful cam-
pus fenced up. I think we 
should paint or decorate 
the ugly white barricade...
its gonna be there for a 
while.”
-Peter Dolbir (‘14)

“Since I’m on the other 
side of campus, I rarely 
hear any of the construc-
tion going on. I’ve forgot-
ten that the gate is closed 
and have driven past 
the new exit a couple of 
times.”  
-Sophie Osella (‘14)

“I live in Williford, so it hasn’t 
aff ected me noise wise, and 
I don’t drive, so the new en-
trance/exit doesn’t bother me 
either. � e fact that we need 
construction is what annoys 
me most; one of the reasons 
I choose Rhodes is because it 
was so small, I don’t want the 
amount of students to go up.”
-Alexandra Fren (‘14)

“It has been a thorn 
in my side. � ey start 
working around 8 am, 
so I usually wake up 
to beeping instead of 
the sound of my alarm 
clock”
-Jae Lee (‘14)

How has the West Village construction aff ected you?

by Julia Fawal
Staff Writer

Egypt, Libya, and now Japan. It seems like the 
world is ending. As the problems in Japan worsen, 
that seems to be the reality for many people stuck 
in the heart of the disaster. 

It started with an earthquake—an earthquake 
that actually changed the Earth’s axis. On March 
11, the massive 9.0 quake rocked the coast of Ja-
pan, triggering an even greater tsunami that dev-
astated the country. Waves as high as 77 feet hit 
Japan mere minutes following the original earth-
quake. 

Thousands and thousands of buildings, roads, 
and railways were destroyed or damaged. Around 
4.4 million households lost electricity, and 1.5 
million lost water. Its impact on the civilian 
population is even more shocking. Over 11,000 
deaths have been confirmed. 2,700+ are injured, 
and 17,000+ are missing. 

It seemed as though things couldn’t get worse. 
Unfortunately, they did. Nuclear reactors at the 
Fukushima power plant exploded due to the build 
up of hydrogen gas after the reactors’ cooling sys-
tems failed. Cooling is a vital part of maintaining 
a reactor’s stability after it is shut down, but the 
impact of the combined forces of the earthquake 
and the tsunami shut down the external power 
and the backup generator—two parts that are vi-
tal in keeping the cooling system running. 

To deal with the issue, officials picked the 
best method to prevent the radioactive materials 
from escaping. They decided to bleed off some of 
the pressure from the reactor vessel. At the time, 
it seemed like the best option. However, it ended 
in disaster. The roof of the reactor building was 
blown off. 200,000 people were evacuated from 
their homes.

The term “nuclear power” automatically has 
a negative connotation. Many adamantly protest 
the building of reactors near homes, fearing the 
repercussions of an unpredicted disaster. Logis-

tically, that fear would be irrational if one con-
sidered that it is actually more likely to die from 
slipping and falling in the shower than it is to 
die from a nuclear disaster. However, the current 
reality of Japan is enough to further instill that 
nuclear fear in individuals. 

It seems as though the storage bins of radioac-
tive material are still safe. Radiation is escaping, 
but most of it is being contained in the direct vi-
cinity of the reactors. The issue has become, how 
can workers get the reactor temperatures under 
control? Individuals who spend too much time at 
the reactor site will be exposed to dangerous levels 
of radioactivity. Thus, it is current near impos-
sible for anyone to work on the site for extended 
periods of time without putting their health at 
great risk.

Thankfully, winds are beginning to carry the 
radioactive particles into the sea, and helicopters 
are dumping water on the plant to help try to cool 
the reactors. Both actions are significantly lessen-
ing the chance of a serious meltdown, though a 
partial meltdown was said to be a possibility. The 
severity of the crisis was rated at a 5 on a 0 to 
7 scale, 7 being most catastrophic. That score is 
comparable to that of Three Mile Island. 

Recent news says that the nuclear crisis is close 
to stabilizing. However, the recent discoveries of 
plutonium in the soil at the complex are instilling 
more fear into the public, particularly those who 
live around the complex. Though Japan’s Nuclear 
and Industrial Safety Agency said that the pluto-
nium levels were not harmful to health, it goes 
back to the fear that is automatically associated 
with nuclear power and nuclear disasters. It has 
not been determined if the plutonium has escaped 
from the containment system (which would im-
mensely heighten the magnitude of the accident), 
but that is one of many questions whose answers 
will come to define the future of Japan and the 
history of the 2011 Tōhoku earthquake and tsu-
nami disaster. 

discrimination and sexual harassment policies. If someone treats you badly based on sexual orientation, 
you can take the problem to Multicultural Affairs or Campus Safety or related Deans or most anywhere 
you would take any assault or abuse issues. At the same time, this is a student culture issue. If I hear a 
large group of males, none of whom I know, making dyke jokes, I feel unsafe. But how do I address the 
issue, especially with anyone of authority, if I can’t identify them and the comments aren’t directed at 
me specifically? Most likely, I write an article to say that I’m not the only gay kid at Rhodes, and that 
I’m not the only one who doesn’t think you’re funny.

Off-campus privilege. If you’re heterosexual at Rhodes, chances are, you feel perfectly safe and 
justif ied expressing your heterosexuality outside of Rhodes. On spring break, one of my (straight) best 
friends grabbed my hand as we walked into a store. I held her hand, because really, who’s going to at-
tack two girls in broad daylight walking into a Container Store? Girls who are friends hold hands all 
the time. We do at Rhodes. But when she grabbed my hand, I was afraid that someone would see it as 
a gay act rather than a best friends act. Although I had the right to hold hands with my friend, never 
having to be afraid of doing so in public is a privilege. Not everyone gay person I know would even feel 
safe holding hands at Rhodes College.

 If you have ever read one of my columns and thought, “Geez, she’s just an angry lesbian,” I 
have given you a few reasons why. They’re barely even SparkNotes versions. Worse comes to worst, I 
have once again offended the Rhodes community with my excessively sassy vitriol. Preferably, you’ll 
have some food for thought on a few straight privileges, and why they make me sassy in the f irst 
place.

Have a question or a topic you’d like addressed? Want advice or opinions full of semi-witty and 
sarcastic answers? Email abere@rhodes.edu.

Disaster strikes in Japan

Privelege, continued from Page 1

“Parking has turned 
into a pain in the butt. 
I’m contastly late for 
my classes, especially 
my 11 o’clock ones.
-Anna Meyerrose (‘12)
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CampusSafety
March 10 – 26, 2011

2030-� eft- Blount Auditorium- Blackberry phone missing. Pertinent information gath-
ered report fi led.

03-12-2011

1336- BCLC- Medical/Injury. No transport. Pertinent information gathered report 
fi led.
 
03-16-2011

2153- EV fi re lane- Information -Purse theft. Pertinent information gathered report 
fi led. Cleared happened off  campus.

03-20-2011

1100- SAE house- Vandalism- Pertinent information gathered report fi led.

03-21-2011

1330- ATO house- Vandalism- Pertinent information gathered report fi led.

1630- Kennedy 401 -� eft over spring break, hard drive- Pertinent information gathered 
report fi led.

2046- Drug Violation- Glassell Hall- Pertinent information gathered report fi led.

03-24-2011

1241- Medical/Illness- Student Health Center-medical illness transported to local hospi-
tal. Pertinent information gathered report fi led.

1830- Medical/Illness- Voorhies-medical illness, no transport. Pertinent information 
gathered report fi led.

03-26-2011

1330- Medical/Illness- Track fi eld-medical illness transported to local hospital. Perti-
nent information gathered report fi led.

 

Salar Rafieetary
Alin Florea

Mae Gillespie
Jake Groves

Carson Duffy
Mary Frances Dunlap

Anne Wilson
Chelsea Peters

Jasper Page
Austin Debeaux
Anna Magliolo
Andy McGeoch

Stephanie Milazzo

Michelle Currie
Zoe Clark

Lindsey Bierle
Kelly Allison

Jerica Sandifer
Taylor Stephens

Elizabeth Tomlinson
Leanne Naramore

Evan Nelson
Josie Long

Jen Kotrady
Cintara Bradley

Sharwil Bell

Mortar Board inductions

behind the scenes to respond to student demand and rather quickly came up for yet an-
other way for students to f ind a major to suit their talents and interest. Students have 
been interested and involved in relevant environmental issues since before the creation 
of new majors as well.  One great example is this past fall when senior Brian Lainoff 
helped Memphis Mayor A C Wharton organize the Green Up Memphis festival, which 
got the city and many Rhodes students involved in making environmental change.  
Future enterprising students like Brian are now able to apply that kind of energy to a 
major.

Environmental, continued from Page 1

On March 24, 2011, twenty-six juniors will be inducted into the Torch Chapter 
of Mortar Board at Rhodes College. Mortar Board is a national senior honor society 
f irst formed at Rhodes College in 1964. A select number of juniors are chosen each 
year by current Mortar Board members based on demonstrated scholarship, leader-
ship, and service. Retiring officers Tyler Turner, Andrew Millis, Jami King, Sarah 
Dockery, Catherine Appleton, and Leigh DeVries will preside over the ceremony to 
take place at 7 PM in Blount Auditorium. The new initiates are as follows: 

Sudoku courtesy of dailysudoku.com



 The title says it all.  When I left the theater 
Friday night after seeing the film for the first time, I 
turned to my friends and said “I feel like I actually got 
hit.” 

 Sucker Punch is a well-crafted, extensively 
thought-out film which should not be dismissed off-
handedly as “just another dumb action movie.” It deals 
with themes of imagination, storytelling, and escap-
ism, combining multiple different genres into its own 
unique fantasy world which has to be seen to be be-
lieved. Not only do I strongly recommend seeing it, 
but also seeing it with friends and discussing the film 
with them afterwards—talking about the film only 
makes it better.   

 Set in the 1950s, Sucker Punch is about a girl 
named Baby Doll, played by Emily Browning, who is 
imprisoned in an insane asylum by her evil stepfather 
to be lobotomized in five days.  To cope with her hor-
rible situation, Baby Doll imagines that she’s the new 
attraction at a brothel run by Blue, played by Oscar 
Isaacs, and Madame Gorski, played by Carla Gugino. 
Most of the film’s plot takes place within the brothel as 
Baby Doll plots to escape before a wealthy client called 
the High Roller, played by Jon Hamm, comes to take 
her virginity. 

 She is aided in her quest for freedom by four 
other girls: Amber, played by Jamie Chung, Blondie, 
played by Vanessa Hudgens, Rocket, played by Jena 
Malone, and Rocket’s older sister, Sweet Pea, played 
by Abbie Cornish. The girls use Baby Doll’s amazing 
dancing to distract their captors while they steal the 
items they’ll need to escape.  However, Baby Doll’s 
dances are shown to the audience as fast-paced action 
sequences, while dancing Baby Doll imagines that she 
and her friends are an elite fighting force battling their 
way through elaborate fantasy worlds populated by 
hordes of enemies in order to achieve their objective, 
mentored all the while by the enigmatic Wiseman, 
played by Scott Glenn.  

 Confused yet?
The plot actually flows pretty well; Snyder does 

an amazing job of taking elements from multiple fic-
tional genres and combining them in a way which 
makes sense.  At any rate, the plot mostly takes sec-
ond place to the movie’s absolutely dazzling visuals; 
the movie’s four fantasy worlds are a computer-gen-
erated feast for the eyes.  The fight sequences are fast, 
but satisfying, shot in Snyder’s typical combination 
of slow and sped up action.  The actresses, who were 
put through three months of training prior to shoot-
ing, are entirely believable as a team of warriors, bat-
tling their way through the scenes with a variety of 
guns, blades, and flying vehicles. Snyder combines 
these visuals with an amazing soundtrack, and in 
fact music plays a central role in the plot, underscor-
ing significant moments and signaling when the film 
is about to transition to another reality. The music it-
self is also really good, mainly consisting of haunting 
covers of older songs which resonate with the reality-
warping nature of the film.  

The girls themselves are also a feast for the eyes, 
as each is stunningly beautiful and dressed in a va-
riety of skimpy costumes.  As characters, they tend 
to be underdeveloped, but the actresses do a good 
job of believably portraying the girls as ordinary 
young women in an incredibly difficult situation 
who just want to be free. Cornish’s Sweet Pea is a 
definite standout as the voice of reason and caution 
amidst the film’s insanity, and her devotion to keep-
ing her little sister Rocket safe is incredibly touching.  
Browning’s Baby Doll is surprisingly silent for a 
main character, but the silence allows her to convey 
Baby Doll’s strength through her actions.  The other 

girls, Rocket, Amber, and Blondie, suffer from greater 
lack of development, but the actresses still make the 
characters likable and sympathetic whenever they’re 
put in the spotlight, especially Malone’s chatty, opti-
mistic Rocket. 

The supporting cast is full of strong performances, 
although once again the characters tend to be a little 
underdeveloped.  Isaacs’ Blue at first seems harmless, 
but quickly turns into a genuinely menacing and in-
credibly creepy villain. Gugino’s Madame Gorski is 
initially intimidating, but ultimately sympathetic, al-
beit suffering the most from lack of character develop-
ment. Glenn’s Wiseman, with his calm air of wisdom 
amidst the bizarre nature of Baby Doll’s fantasies, is 
definitely one of the film’s highlights, especially with 
the laid-back way that Glenn delivers his dialogue 
while surrounded by gunfire and explosions. 

Sucker Punch is a really good movie, although it’s 
still flawed.  Most of the film appears to be exactly 
what the trailers make it look like: an excuse to stage 
elaborate, visually stunning action sequences starring 
beautiful girls in skimpy costumes straight from the 
fantasies of a teenage boy. Even then, Sucker Punch is 
a smarter film than most people think, serving as both 
a celebration of imagination and a commentary on the 
nature of films as escapism. But then, you get sucker 
punched.  

 After viewing the film and discussing it with 
my friends, I had an even greater appreciation for Zach 
Snyder’s talents as a director and a storyteller. Sucker 
Punch, with all its visual spectacle, action, and com-
mentary on the nature of films, lives up to its name 
by luring you into a false sense of security and then 
hitting you with everything it’s got. In other words, no 
matter what you think you’re going to see going into 
the film, you WILL be unprepared.
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Sucker Punch: A Hard-Hitting Spectacle 

Students pursuing their major outside of the campus gates pro-
vide strong examples of Rhodes students working within the Rho-
des community and the greater Memphis. When it comes to theatre, 
this usually includes participating in shows in the various playhous-
es around Memphis whether acting or helping with the technical 
aspects. This spring Ed Porter, class of 2011, was cast in Playhouse 
on the Square’s “August: Osage County,” a play about a family that 
reunites at the Oklahoma homestead where long-held secrets are un-
flinchingly and uproariously revealed.

I recently sat down with Porter and asked him about his experi-
ence in and outside of Rhodes Theatre as well as his current project. 
Porter has been in numerous plays on campus as well as three plays 
outside of campus. Instead of performing at Rhodes for his final 
semester, he opted to audition for “August: Osage County.”

 Porter first encountered the play when he saw the show on a 
New York in 2007 and was immediately enamored with it. He said 
that the play is “very well written. It’s very funny, but also painful.” 
Word of mouth has also confirmed the success of the Memphis ren-
dition, telling me that they have sold out a couple of nights and that 
“it’s usually three-fourths of the way full.”

Porter also mentions that the set is rather unusual for a produc-
tion. The stage has three stories, using the space of the theatre to 
simulate the house where the story takes place. When asked about 
the differences between being in a Rhodes production and profes-
sional one, Porter said that the main difference is that for a profes-
sional show, it moves “much more quickly” and is focused on the 
success of the acting while Rhodes is more focused on the training 
of the actors and finessing the acting technique. Porter plans to move 
to Chicago after graduation to pursue his acting career in theatre.

“August: Osage County” has been running since March 11 and 
will culminate this weekend on April 3. For more information and 
to buy tickets, contact the box office at (901) 726-4656 or visit the 
Playhouse on the Square’s website at www.playhouseonthesquare.
org. This show is not for children.

Upcoming Rhodes Theatre events:

Rhodes’ Production of “Twelfth Night”: 
Opening April 1st

Rhodes Fine Arts Club Art Festival: 
To be announced

On and Off the Rhodes Stage: 
Ed Porter on his Experience with 

August: Osage County
by Joan Williams

Staff Writer

A Family Dinner Scene in Playhouse on the Square’s 
August: Osage County

Courtesy of Ed Porter

Sucker Punch is definitely not your average 
action movie

Courtesy of Wikipedia
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THIS WEEK IN 
ENTERTAINMENT

New Movie Releases:
4/1/11
Source Code
Insidious
Hop

Television Highlights 
(3/30-4/5):
Criminal Minds, Wednesday, 8 pm, 
CBS. The team must stop a gang of 
suspected murderers that is targeting a 
new victim nightly.

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, 
Wednesday, 9 pm, NBC. A rape 
victim’s father refuses to help the 
detectives get details they need to 
solve a case.

Justified, Wednesday, 10 pm, FX. 
Raylan must protect an out of element 
coal executive when negotiating with 
the Bennett clan.

Community, Thursday 7 pm, NBC.  
Abed and Troy vie for the attention of 
the college librarian. 

Mobbed, Thursday, 8 pm, Fox. A 
group of people comes together to put 
on surprise performances. 
 
Grey’s Anatomy, Thursday, 8 pm, 
ABC. On the verge of a life-changing 
moment, Callie starts imagining about 
the hospital and her friends. 

Fringe, 8 pm, Fox. The team works 
with an observer to fix a mistake; 
Walter befriends someone he admires. 

Supernatural, Friday, 8 pm, CW. 
Balthazar tries to protect Sam and 
Dean from Raphael by sending them 
to an alternate universe. 

Chuck, Monday, 7 pm, NBC. Chuck 
goes on his first solo mission to Paris; 
on the flight, Chuck flashes on another 
passenger. 

NCAA Basketball Tournament Finals, 
Monday, 8 pm. The final two teams 
face off in Houston. 
 
No Ordinary Family, Tuesday, 7 pm, 
ABC. Mrs. X kidnaps J.J. and forces 
him to solve an enigma; Joshua and 
Katie reconnect. 

Parenthood, Tuesday, 9 pm, NBC. 
Crosby tries to get Jasmine back; 
Adam worries about Haddie going to 
prom with Alex.

On Thursday, March 24 at 10 a.m. a new 
sensation hit Memphis, causing young college 
kids to eagerly wait in long lines for dressing 
rooms, grab armfuls of clothes as if they were 
free, and spend like there’s no tomorrow. 
What is this new shopping phenomenon that 
has taken over Memphis? Urban Outfitters, 
of course.  Located in Cooper Young, the 
store has been drawing large crowds since its 
opening day. 

Urban Outfitters first opened in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania in 1970, but under a dif-
ferent name, “The Free People’s Store.” Since 
then, this American company has opened 
over 140 locations all over the United States, 
Canada, Republic of Ireland, Denmark, 
Sweden, Germany, Belgium, and the United 
Kingdom.  

Heading to our Urban Outfitters on 
opening day, I was very eager to see the in-
side of the posh and trendy 11,490 square foot 
building. I have been to Urban Outfitters in 
the Mall of America and Chicago so I had 
pretty high standards. However, I was not at 
all disappointed by the newly opened Mem-
phis location. The layout of the building has 
two floors; the street level has jewelry, knick 
knacks and cash registers while the lower level 
contains clothing and dressing rooms. 

Urban Outfitters is a great place if you are 
looking for something hip to make a unique 
statement. From quirky t-shirts and backless 
dresses to Polaroid cameras and knick knacks, 
this store has something fun for everyone. 
When you first walk into the store and look 
at the clothing, don’t be surprised if you are 
reminded of the store Anthropologie at Sad-
dle Creek in Germantown. Urban Outfitters 
not only owns Anthro, but also Free People, 
Terrain, Leifsdottir, and BHLDN.  However, 
compared to Anthropologie, Urban Outfit-
ters has slightly lower prices. Anthropologie 
has a lot more home items and the clothing 
is a little bit more sophisticated, which fits 
the location and atmosphere of Saddle Creek. 
While placing Anthro in Saddle Creek was a 
perfect fit, so was placing Urban Outfitters in 
Cooper Young. With such a trendy, fun scene, 
Urban Outfitters fits well and really helps to 
enhance the area. 

After my first visit to the store on Thurs-
day, I went back with a few friends on Saturday 
and was surprised at how much merchandise 
was gone. The items that I bought on Thurs-
day were almost non-existent Saturday. There 
was also three times the number of people on 
Saturday. Once the newness of the store wears 
off, crowds will probably dwindle. However, 

don’t expect the stores popularity to die down 
one bit. With a close location to all Memphis 
Universities and a fun and different selection 
of clothing, Urban Outfitters is most likely to 
remain a hub for all trendsetters.

Urban Outfitters opens in Memphis
by Annika Wuerfel 

Staff Writer

Urban Outfitters is located at 2151 
Central Ave.

Courtesy of Annika Wuerfel

 The death of anyone is always an event that 
creates sadness and brings one to terms with their own 
mortality. In the month of March, we lost many great 
ball players, speakers, and musicians. The following 
three people are some of the ones that have influenced 
and impact my life personally and will be terribly 
missed by many.

Nate Dogg

Born Nathaniel Dwayne Hale in Long Beach, 
California on August 19, 1969, Nate Dogg was a suc-
cessful musician known for his collaborations with 
Snoop Dogg, Warren G, Tupac, Game, Eminem, 
and Dr. Dre. Like many other great musicians, Nate 
got his start singing in the church. After joining the 
Marines and forming a rap trio with Warren G and 
Snoop, Nate made his mainstream debut on Dr. Dre’s 
1992 album The Chronic where he established what 
would be his trademark sound. In 1994 he produced 
his first hit single “Regulate” with Warren G. Nate 
Dogg was also featured in many Tupac releases, in-
cluding his collaboration record Thug Life: Volume I.

As a child of the 90’s, Nate Dogg resides in my 
clearest memories of road trips with my aunt and the 
video for “The Next Episode” on BET. The collabo-
ration with Ludacris for “Area Codes” is up there as a 
favorite Nate Dogg memory along with his feature on 
the Eminem song “Till I Collapse” off of The Eminem 
Show and his cameo in Head of State as the rapper tell-
ing the story of Chris Rock’s character. Nate Dogg’s 
stroke in 2007 began the string of health related issues, 
ending with congestive heart failure, which he died 
from on March 15. The four-time Grammy nominee 
received a multitude of tributes from friends and col-
laborators including Game’s tribute song “All Doggs 
Go to Heaven (R.I.P. Nate Dogg)” which samples 
Nate Dogg’s vocals in “Area Codes” and “The Next 

Episode.” Nate Dogg was 41.

Elizabeth Taylor

This woman needs no introduction. Named a 
Dame Commander of the Order of the British Em-
pire by Queen Elizabeth II in 2000, Miss Taylor and 
her resume of over 50 film and TV roles has made her 
a household name for the past five decades. After her 
family moved to Los Angeles from London where she 
was born, Taylor appeared in her first motion picture 
at the age of nine in There’s One Born Every Minute in 
1942. From there she became one of few child stars 
whose talent transitioned into adult roles effortlessly, 
winning an Academy Award for Best Actress with 
Butterfield 8 in 1960. 

Most of my personal Elizabeth Taylor memories 
include the commercials for her fragrance Passion, 
which my mom still wears, a SNL skit that spoofed her 
many marriages, and her role in Who’s Afraid of Vir-
ginia Woolfe, which gave her the Best Actress Academy 
Award for the second time. Her relationship with the 
late Michael Jackson and her commitment to AIDS 
research also left an impression on me and millions 
of others around the world. Unfortunately, Taylor’s 
list of health scares is almost equal to her filmography. 
Taylor was diagnosed with congestive heart failure in 
2004. Despite undergoing cardiac surgery to replace 
a leaky valve, the condition got the best of Taylor and 
she passed away on March 23. The nicknamed “pret-
tiest girl in the world” is survived by her four children, 
ten grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

Geraldine Ferraro

One cannot celebrate the first woman anything 
without including Ms. Ferraro, the first female Vice 
Presidential candidate representing a major Ameri-

can political party, on that list. A New York native, 
Ferraro attended Marymount Manhattan College 
where she received a Bachelor of Arts in English and 
received a Juris Doctor degree with honors from Ford-
ham University School of Law. Working her way up 
from a civil lawyer to Assistant District Attorney for 
Queens County, New York, Ferraro became the head 
of the Special Victims Bureau in 1977. Ferraro’s po-
litical experience began when she was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives from New York’s 9th 
Congressional District in Queens in 1978 where she 
fought hard for environmental issues and women’s 
issues, particularly wages. Her role as the running 
mate for Walter Mondale in the now legendary 1984 
election was supported by the National Organiza-
tion for Women and the National Women’s Political 
Caucus as well as the then Speaker of the House, Tip 
O’Neill. 

The legacy left behind by Ferraro in law and in 
politics is reason enough to honor her for this month 
for Women’s History Month. As a late comer in Ferra-
ro’s political life due to my birth taking place in 1991, 
my most memorable moments of her career include 
her participation in the Fourth World Conference 
on Women in 1995, her interesting commentary on 
the CNN talk show Crossfire, and also unfortunately, 
her unsavory remarks during the run between Hi-
lary Clinton and Barack Obama for the Democratic 
nomination. Unlike her “fight” with Obama support-
ers, Ferraro’s battle with multiple myeloma, a form of 
skin cancer, was long standing, beginning with her 
diagnosis in 1998. In early March, she went to receive 
treatment for pain caused by a fracture, a common 
complication of the disease and also developed pneu-
monia. Ferraro died in Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal on March 26 from complications that developed 
from pneumonia and is survived by her husband, 
three children, and eight grandchildren.

Saying Goodbye to Beloved Americans
by Jasmine Gilstrap
Co-Editor-In-Chief
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MEMPHIS, TN—The University of Memphis announced on Tuesday (March 29, 2011), that the 
Men’s basketball coach Josh Pastner will receive a 5 year deal worth about 1.7 million dollars annu-
ally. 

“Josh has proven himself to be an outstanding coach and recruiter,” said Memphis athletic director 
R.C. Johnson. “We are delighted that Coach Pastner has accepted our contract offer and will remain as 
our basketball coach for years to come.”

This season Pastner helped lead the Tigers to a 25-10 record and an appearance in the NCAA 
tournament (where they lost to Arizona). He was currently under a contract that would have paid him 
880,000 for another three years. 

The signing of a contract extension has been received with mixed reviews because of the success of 
this season, and also the amount of money that the new contract guarantees. However, the renegotia-
tion of the contract was not a surprise considering that the old contract called for a re-evaluation of 
salary after two years. 

Perhaps the real reason behind this sudden increase in Pastner’s income has to do with outside 
pressure to lock him up. Throughout the week, there have been various rumors and reports that have 
been linking Pastner with outside vacancies and Athletic Director R.C Johnson stated that he was con-
tacted by at least two schools asking for the right to contract Pastner for their head coaching positions. 
While Johnson would not elaborate on which schools came knocking, the statement was clear that 
these schools could have possibly snagged Pastner away from Memphis, and with him the exceptional 
recruits including McDonald’s All-American Adonis Thomas.

Another reason that Memphis Fans are not overly optimistic about giving 1.7 million to a second 
year coach is the bottom line. While Pastner has had success in conference USA and certainly on the recruiting trail, his runs in the NCAA tournament have not gone so well—and ultimately 
that is how a coach is judged as successful. 

While some say the 2010-2011 season was a disappointment, one must put into perspective the Memphis Basketball program and where it falls on a national level. First, this was one of the 
least talented of Tiger teams in the past few years, and through it all Pastner still managed to make the team look better than they were by getting them to the NCAA tournament. Second, 
perhaps the most important job of a coach is his ability to recruit and there are not many coaches who are better at that than Pastner. Third, Memphis fans have very unrealistic expectations for 
their team. They must understand that at the end of the day they are in conference USA not the Big East or SEC. Mid-Majors are called Cinderella’s for a reason and regardless of how much a 
city loves its team, if the money is not available, the talent of a coach and by association the players he brings in will falter. Memphis was ready to hand Calipari 5 million dollars after getting 
one Memphis team to a Final Four. In the grand scheme of things 1.7 million is not unreasonable to give a coach that could potentially bring a city a championship. 

“I have stated numerous times that the Memphis basketball job is one of the top five jobs in the country” said Pastner, “we have everything we need to be successful and build champion-
ship caliber teams.” 

While the argument that paying on potential is risky certainly has validity, not paying Pastner the money would ultimately put Memphis in a worse position than they are in.

 

Memphis Tigers Extend Pastner’s Contract 

Photo courtesy of Google Images. 

By Andrew Mullins-Williams 
Sports Editor 

MEMPHIS, TN—The second weekend of the NCAA tournament has brought forth new surprises, 
more heartbreak, and more drama than anyone could ever have predicted. 

If Louisville being upset by in-state rival Morehead State in the first round or Big East powerhouse 
Pittsburg going down in round two wasn’t enough, one need only look at the numbers attached to each 
of the final four teams to show just how little disparity there really is in college basketball. 

This is the first year that a number one or number two seed hasn’t been involved in the Final Four, 
and it is the highest total number of seedings to ever reach this stage. The first of the Final Four games 
will be played between Butler and Virginia Commonwealth, with the second pitting Kentucky and Con-
necticut against each other.

In most seasons, Butler would be considered the Cinderella story of the tournament, but that title 
was taken away by VCU after their dismantling of Kansas in the Southwest Regional Final. Being one of 
the last four teams into the tournament, VCU has managed to put together an impressive run all while 
having to play an extra game. Beyond simply winning, they are doing so quite handedly with all but their 
overtime win against Florida State coming by double digits. In becoming the first team to win five games 
to get to the final four they also have managed to beat a team from the Pac 10, Big East, Big 10, ACC, 
and the Big 12—and if Kentucky and VCU can meet in the final, the Rams  will have a chance to knock 
off all 6 BCS conferences. 

Butler, which was seeded eighth in the Southeast Region, is the anti-VCU at least in terms of the 
number of close games played. Their four victories in the tournament have come by a combined total of 
eleven points and only their 5 point victory over Wisconsin did not need overtime or a buzzer-beater to 
help carry the Bulldogs to victory. This is the second Final Four in a row for Butler who lost to Duke in 
the Championship game last season. 

On the other side of the bracket are the perennial basketball powerhouses Kentucky and Connecticut 
who have a combined 18 Final Fours and 9 national championships. Connecticut won the West Region 
as the number three seed by beating Arizona 65-63. The Huskies have currently won 9 games in 19 days 
and have not lost in about a month. 

Like Butler and VCU, Kentucky is another team that many thought would not be around after 
the first two weekends. Kentucky finished second in the SEC East (the good division) and three games 
behind Florida, yet they seemed to be hitting full stride once the conference tournament rolled around. 
After fighting through a tough first round matchup with Princeton, the Wildcats have managed to pull 
off victories against West Virginia, Ohio State, and North Carolina. 

While nearly all of the remaining brackets who still had hope were busted this weekend, the four 
teams remaining should produce some quality basketball.

New Final Four Teams
By Andrew Mullins-Williams 

Sports Edior
MEMPHIS, TN –Well, who had Kentucky, Connecticut, Butler and 

VCU in their Final Four? I sure didn’t and according to ESPN only two of 
5.9 million-plus brackets in their Tournament Challenge correctly predicted 
the entire Final Four. On Yahoo’s Tournament pick-um there wasn’t a single 
correct bracket.

As the NFL labor dispute continues, neither side seems to want to back 
down. It looks like the Billionaires don’t want to pay the Millionaires, while 
ultimately it is the fan who suffers. While some fans have attempted to start 
lawsuits in backlash to the lockout, more needs to be done if the NFL is going 
to feel any pressure at all to get things done. A dozen people protesting out-
side of stadiums in Pittsburg, Seattle and Cleveland is NOT going to do it. 

Baseball season starts on Thursday with continued coverage into Friday. 
The league is starting early this year because the commissioner does not want 
the postseason to run into November again. Unfortunately this year that 
could be a bad thing because as of now there is no football to look forward 
to. 

On a similar note, Major League Soccer also started up which may be-
come another source of quality entertainment come winter. 

The Miami Heat have stopped losing (at least for now) and now the criti-
cal eye of the media has turned to the Knicks who have been terrible since 
the Carmelo Anthony trade. 

The Big East was a huge disappointment in March this year and only 
UCONN has stopped an all out backlash against the league. However, I 
believe there is a difference between being over-rated and being a disap-
pointment, because on paper, the Big East was the best league in basketball, 
thus hard to argue they are over-rated because I don’t know which league I 
would rate over them… However, just because you have the best league does 
not mean you have the best teams. Example: the entire NCAA tournament, 
the only thirds round games the Big East won were against other Big East 
teams—that’s just disappointing, and that’s being nice about it. 

News and Notes from 
the Sports World


