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Rethinking the Rhodes Curriculum: Report and Proposl for a New Curriculum
Educational Development Committee/Presidential Taskorce #3
April 10, 2002; Revised May 8, 2002

|. General educational goals of a liberal arts educatiat Rhodes

Education in the liberal arts and sciences is rabdecause it promotes freedom. It enables stisderiive in a community
characterized by freedom from acquired prejudibgdree inquiry, and by the exchange of informeebgsland reasonable discourse.
Therefore liberal education subjects all serioggeas to questioning, and those questions are égdrmained with a mind open to and
prepared for the challenges of unfamiliar expemsnevidence, and arguments. Liberal education edacation for the examined
life, an education in what it means to be humarprdvides the means and motivation to become gdaens, life-long learners,
moral and ethical persons and fulfilled individuals

Subsumed under these general goals are more parigoals, gathered under three general categdhigsserve as a guide to
Rhodes’ general degree requirements:

1. Ability (critical thinking, analytic and synthetic reasugioral and written communication, proficiencyaisecond language,
creative thinking, problem solving, research skiltdormation fluency and use of technology in sieevice of the above abilities).
We expect students to apply these abilities in nthsgiplines and in a variety of areas, includisguies of aesthetic appreciation,
reasoning about ethical and value-laden respoitgbibnd obligations, and understanding the problef the world.

2. Content(an informed understanding of the world that idelsi knowledge about the natural world, human behavid societies,
the ethical and moral foundations of civilizatioasd the products of cultures, such as art, mligcature, philosophy, and
mathematics). This understanding will also regaimeunderstanding of methods of inquiry in the hoities and sciences, and an
exposure to diversity and constructions of diffeem human experience.

3. Engagementexperiences in using the abilities developed. )rig make connections between theory and praatidebetween the
areas of knowledge and understanding achieved)nEZperiences may include opportunities to stalbigoad, to do ‘hands-on’ work



in science laboratories, art studios, or on cormedttheatre stages, to become involved in selgaaing, in original research, in
interdisciplinary courses, and in programs desigpeallow faculty and students to be experimental ianovative®

Il. Proposed multi-disciplinary model for generabeication at Rhodes

The proposed curriculum is based on a set of lilzeta “perspectives” that combine ability and @rif together with a set of desired
experiences that enhance these perspectives. Gersel degree requirements are designed to grovehdth in the students’
academic program; depth in a particular area Imetachieved by the major. The perspectives outlin¢he attached summary would
help enable students to communicate with theiofelhuman beings, to make ethical and aesthetiajeddgs from a critical
perspective, to promote an understanding of their and other cultures, as well as the natural worlathich these cultures exist,
and to develop and express individual creativitg. addition to these perspectives, students wbaldequired to take a minimum of
six courses that provide a specific “experient@imponent. These courses need not be separatéhfeorourses designated
“perspectives”. Some of these experiences woulchéedatory. It would be the task of the Educatidarelopment Committee and
the Curriculum Committee to develop appropriateeaa/ definitions for the perspectives.

In terms of courses required for graduation, thal twould be 32. If we were to keep a credit-hbased system, the total number of
hours would be 128.
Please see attached “Summary of Requirements”

! Language about educational goals in Parts | kisdderived from thdRhodes College Catalog, 2001-2002, pp. 7-8; “Report of the Task ForcetenRhodes
Curriculum,” 1998; the Rhodes “Plan for Excellerid®91-1998; Kennan Shelton, “Notes on the Rhodasi€ulum,” Feb. 2002; and Michael R. Drompp and
David Jeter, “Sketch Proposal for a New Rhodesi€@uitm,” Mar. 5, 2002.
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Summary of Requirements

Cluster

Description

# of courses
required

Possible departments/courses
represented

I. FOUNDATIONS AND
VALUES

Courses that introduce students to critical thigkamd expression through the
examination of human values (Two of these mustkert within the student’s
first year.)

a total of 4

Search & Life courses (religious studies
philosophy)

II. INDIVIDUALS AND

a total of 2 courses

SOCIETIES drawn from 2
different categories
(a) Us Courses that deal with the multiple forded shape and direct the regions and courses in US history, politics, literature

culture of the United States

art, etc.

(b) International

Courses that deal with the midtiiorces that shape and direct the regions a
cultures of nations (other than the United States)

nd

courses in history, international studies
economics, politics, etc.

(c) Social Courses that study human interactiorgthdr focusing on the behavior of courses in anthropology, sociology,
individuals, groups, or institutions psychology, economics, urban studies,
etc.
IIl. CULTURE a total of 2

(a) Cultural Diversity

Courses that have a majonponent that requires critical reflection on issue
involved in the construction and encounter of humidfierence

sl

courses as described in Appendix |
(attached)

(b) Aesthetic

Courses that analyze creative exjmessd the means to aesthetic engagement 1

caoriesature, art history/theory,
music history/theory, theater, etc.

IV. ARTICULATION,
COMMUNICATION,
ANALYSIS

atotal of 4(to 6
depending on
student prep)

(a) Writing

Courses that actively foster the development ofingiskills.

1

ENG 151 or ENG 155

(b) World Languages

Courses that develop skils imanguage and culture other than English

1 teeBdding on
student prep)

courses in the foreign languages

(c) Quantitative

Courses that develop skills inmitative methods and reasoning to investigd
their subject matter

Até

courses in math, computer science,
psychology, philosophy, chemistry,
physics, international studies, etc.

(d) Natural World

Courses that investigate the ratworld using scientific methodologies

coursebiology, chemistry, geology,

physics, etc.




6 “Experiences” out of 7 (including 2 Written Comrb.Sci. Lab, 1 Creative Expression)

Experience Description # of courses required
Written Courses that actively foster the development ofingiskills (beyond ENG 151) 2; science majors reastitute a quantitative course for or
Communication of these
Scientific laboratory 1
Creative expression| Courses that develop skills in creative expression 1
Oral communication| Courses that actively foster the development afotiffe oral communication
Service Learning
Study Abroad
Student Research | A small class (not one-on-one) with a significaagearch component
Overview of Changes
Changes from 1. Addition of Quantitative, Diversity, and Writingquirements
Current General 2. 32 (rather than 37) courses will be requiredgf@duation, 12-14 (rather than 15-17) of whicH bd
Degree general degree requirements. (37.5-43.75% rather46.875-45.9% )
Requirements 3. The “normal” course load will be 4 courses pamester or eight per year. Limited ability to drop
courses.
4. Fractional courses will be allowed (1/4; 1/2)3for example, applied music; Bio/Chem 310; Diegc
Inquiries.
5. Additional experiences are possible.




Anthropology and Sociology

A/S 264 Life Histories: The Aging Self in Context
A/S 310 Gender and Society

A/S 343 Racial and Ethnic Minorities

Art:
Art 365 Advanced Topics in Art History (when appriape)

Economics and Business Administration
Econ 265 Topics in Economics (when appropriate)

English:

Eng 220 Topics in Women and Literature

Eng 221 The Novel of Manners

Eng 245 Special Topics in Film (when appropriate)
Eng 265 Special Topics (when appropriate)

Eng 364 Black Writers in America

History:

Hist 205 Selected Introductory Topics (when appeip)y
Hist 241 Native America and American History

Hist 242 African-American History

Hist 243 Slavery in the US

Hist 245 Women in US History

Hist 249 History of Southern Women

Hist 252 African-American Work Culture

Hist 345 Gender in the American West

Urban Studies
US 190: Urban Perspectives (when appropriate)

US 350: Topics in Sociopolitical Relations (whempeagpriate)

US 351: Topics in Urban Public Policy (when appiafe)
US 462: Practicum in Urban Studies

Appendix |

Music:
Mus 105: Topics in Music (when appropriate)
Mus 118: Blackidlus America

Political Science
PS 214: Modern Ideologies (when appadprisame as Phil 214)
PS 230: Black Politics

Psychology
Psych 232: Psychology of Women

Religious Studies
RS Zatpics in Theology (when appropriate)
RS 232: Soasiliés (when appropriate)
RS 251: Religion in America
B3 dudaism
RS 270: Taxpin the History of Christianity (when appropriate

Theatre:
Th 365: Special Topics in Theatre (wheprapriate)

Women’s Studies
WS 200: Introdmictto Women'’s Studies
WS 400: Femifiibeory



