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Blue uede Socks

Photo by Chris McKenzie

Lee Spitzer ('99) leads the Kappa Sigma fraternity in a rousing
rendition of Carl Perkins' “Blue Suede Shoes” at the Kappa Delta All-
Sing. Kappa Sigma took first place overall at the competition.

RSG Senators Resign

B! Melody Barnett
Editor-in-Chief

RSG Senior Senators Yusra
Murshedkar and Kevin Willoughby
announced their resignations from
office this week.

This was Murshedkar’s first year
to serve on RSG. Willoughby was
elected as a first-year Senator in 1995,
served as an ex-officio member of
RSG in 1996-97, and was elected as a
Senator this year.

RSG will hold an election on
Tuesday, October 13, to fill these se-
nior positions. ;

“While these resignations have
been a disruption to the Senate, it's my
hope that in the upcoming election
we can fill the positions with quali-
fied and dedicated individuals who
are prepared to make the commit-
ment the Senate requires,” said RSG
Vice-President Teal Baker (’00).

“I’m personally saddened by
Kevin's and Yusra’s resignations be-

cause their presence added a great deal
to RSG, through the end of last year,
the start of this year, and at the retreat,”
said RSG President Neeta Venepalli
(’99).

Murshedkar cited academic com-
mitments as a factor contributing to
her decision to resign.

“As much as [ love RSG, I realized
this year that I had more on my hands
than I could deal with,” Murshedkar
said. “ .. [I]n addition to RSG, I had
to deal with other academic commit-
ments which required more attention
than what I was giving them.

“Also it would not be fair of me
to say that I am on the RSG and then
not devote enough time to it, for  have
given my best to it until now and I
would like to continue to do so. How-
ever, reality prevents me from doing
just that.”

Murshedkar said that her decision
to resign does not indicate a failure to
believe in the importance of RSG as

an organization.

“Iam glad that there is an organi-
zation on campus that is like a check
to the administration and a voice for
the students,” Murshedkar said.

Willoughby also cited academic
commitments as a factor in his deci-
sion to resign.

“The academic demands of the
senior year and the necessary prepa-
ration for my postgraduate plans
[were] demanding more time and
energy than I was able to give,”
Willoughby said.

Amongother factors contributing
to his resignation, Willoughby cited
“the importance of allowing others
(seniors who want to be Senators)
who believe in the efficacy of RSG and
that the benefit of RSG’s activities is
worth the investment of their time
and energy.”

- Kinney Expands Adopt-A-School Program With Tech Corps

By Tanya Gietz
S Wi

A new Kinney Program project
is underway to help students and
teachers at Snowden School make
better use of their computers.

The project is a pilot program
for Tech Corps, a national non-
profit organization that integrates
technology into educational insti-
tutions across the country, accord-
ing to Rhodes Chaplain and
Director of Volunteer Service Billy
Newton.

In the past, Tech Corps has re-
cruited businesspersons with tech-
nical skills for use in public
schools. However, Newton stated,
Tech Corps representatives came
to Rhodes last spring to start the
organization’s first student-volun-
teer program.

The representatives met with
Newton, Associate Professor of
Mathematics Steve Gadbois, and
Community Service Coordinator

Loretta Lambert to initiate a
project using the Rhodes College/
Snowden School Adopt-a-School
Partnership.

Newton said that the represen-
tatives are very excited about this
project because it will be the first
time Tech Corps will call on vol-
unteers from the college commu-
nity.

He said he received a note from
the national association saying
that Rhodes’ participation in the
program “could be a model for
other colleges” in the future.

Gadbois, however, expressed
concern that Tech Corps will not
have much involvement in the
program after the initial planning.
He stated that the Kinney Program
seemed to be responsible for tak-
ing the initiative in implementing
the program.

The new Tech Corps volun-
teers will begin visiting Snowden
School the week of October 12 and

will assist fourth, fifth, and sixth
grade students.

Tech Corps will help the stu-
dents and teachers at Snowden to
make better use of the computers
they already have, according to
Newton. Snowden School is
equipped with about 3 or 4
Macintosh Performas in each
classroom.

“They have good facilities;
they just don’t always use them to
the best educational advantage,”
Newton explained.

The volunteers will meet at
Snowden once or twice a week to
teach students how to research on
the Internet, write reports, take
notes, and perform any tasks they
might need to complete daily
homework assignments.

Newton said that the volun-
teers do not need to possess a level
of expertise in order to participate
in the program. He said that Tech
Corps is simply “a good avenue of

service for people who really enjoy
computers.”

“I'm just really excited about the
program,” stated Misty Ballew (’02).
“After all, computers are the way of
the future.”

According to Newton, Kevin
McCarthy, the assistant principal at
Snowden, is very excited about the

program and its potential to “get
over the hump to get the kids utiliz-
ing the computers there for educa-
tional purposes.”

The initiators of the pilot project
are hoping to recruit at least 8 to 10
Rhodes volunteers for the semester.
If interested in volunteering, contact
Newton at x3804.

-
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~ EDITORIAL OF THE SOU'WESTER

This year, The Sou’wester has
made a concerted effort to provide
equal and thorough coverage of all
events relevant to the Rhodes com-
munity. Our News Editor contacts
campus leaders and leaders of adminis-
trative departments every week, looking
for leads, asking for updates, requesting
any newsworthy information. Some-
times people respond to her requests,
sometimes people don’t.

As the weekly student newspaper
of Rhodes College, we don’t expect
people to bring the news to us — in
many ways, it’s our job to bring it to
you. But we need your help, too.

We would like to ask again: if any-
thing is happening in your classes,
your organizations, your dorms — if

To the Editors:

While | have been impressed
with portions of The Sou‘wester’s
news coverage this year, particu-
larly that of the recent dismissal and
subsequent election involving a jun-
ior representative to the Honor
Council, it seems as though the
coverage has been selected. Not
once has there been any reflection
or coverage of the meetings of
Rhodes Student Government— the
primary student governing body on
this campus. This omission was
particularly egregious this past
week for a number of reasons.

First, there was an important
vote relating fo a resolution on food
services which took place. The
Sou’wester found it necessary to
mention that this vote was imminent
in a small box in the September 23
issue, and note that the vote had
been postponed in yet another
small box in their September 30
issue. However, The Sou’wester
provided no explanation as to why
the vote on this resolution was de-
layed, provided no information
about the content of the resolution
or any amendments o it, and pro-
vided no information about the
Senate’s internal consideration of
this matter. The debate on this
particular resolution did bring forth
a number of concerns about food
services which would have been of
clear interest to the campus com-
munity which relies upon The
Sou’wester for news.

Secondly, The Sou‘wester paid
absolutely no attention to a vote at
the September 24th meeting re-
garding the status of student mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees. This
issue, which had potentially more
far-reaching implications than that
of food services, was not even

anything is happening that you think
would interest other members of this

community — please let us know.
The staff of this newspaper is com-

posed of only a small part of this com-
munity, but we’re trying to give

everyone at Rhodes a voice.

We've instituted a new opinion

poll, to give more people a chance to
speak. Look at the numbers yourself
and see how many made the effort to

respond. This week, we’re asking for
more specific information about how

we can serve you better. We take your
comments seriously.

The Sou'wester will keep looking

for news,and we'll keep doing our best
to help you. This is just a reminder
that we need you to help us, too.

deemed worthy of mention in The

Sou‘wester, either prior to the meet-

ing or in retrospect. Challenges
were raised relating to whether the
Constitution of RSG as presented

in the Student Handbook would be

obeyed, and whether the Senate
would obey precedents as they
seemed to be set out in the minutes
of a previous meeting. These chal-
lenges were debated heatedly and
the Senate was divided in its vote
on this issue.
seem to make this a matter of inter-
est for students.

This alone would

Students have a right to know

how their representatives voted on
a matter of this level of importance
and The Sou’wester should, as the
primary source of news about our
campus community, take on the re-
sponsibility of making sure that in-
formation is available.

It is particularly ironic that no

space in The Sou‘wester could be
devoted to either of these issues
which affect all members of the stu-
-dent in light of the fact that space
was found for a story on problems
with studying abroad that only a
small fraction of students have had
and for a lengthy commentary
about the significance of the vari-
ous graffiti on campus.

I sincerely hope that the lack

of commitment that has been shown
by this lack of attention to the busi-
ness of RSG will be remedied. Stu-
dents do have a right to know
about what their student govern-

ment is doing, and the campus

newspaper has an obligation to
provide them with that information.
| hope both the students and their

newspaper will take their rights and

obligations seriously.

Sincerely,
Matthew Marcotte ('99)

ETTERS-TO-TH

- OPINION POLL RESU

Last week’s question:

“Do you think sidewalk chalk should be

prohibited?”
Yes: 21
This week’s question:

No: 6

“What do you want The Souw’wester to cover?”

(Circle all that apply, include comments.)
More Student Government News
More Student Organization News
More Greek Organization News
More Volunteer News

More Departmental News

More National News

More A&E Reviews

More Campus Arts Events
More Community Arts Events
More Men’s Sports

More Women'’s Sports

More Intramural Sports

More Rhode’ster Stories

Vote in the “Sou’wester Opinion Poll” box in the Rat.

E-EDITOR

Dear Editor:

Greetings from fellow Rhodent,
Second Lieutenant Heather Caldwelll
| recently graduated from Rhodes
College and received a commission
in the United States Aiir Force through
Reserve Officer Training Corps
(ROTC). | participated in ROTC at
the University of Memphis while at-
tending Rhodes, and | do not think
Rhodes students realize the need that
the Air Force has for qualified pilot
candidates or the scholarship oppor-
tunities that are available through Air
Force ROTC.

The United States Air Force will
need to recruit a greater number of
qualified pilot candidates in order to
meet shorffalls in the flying career
field over the next several years. In
fact, the Air Force already relaxed
the requirement for pilot candidates
to meet the growing demand for new
pilots. In fact, the Air Force has al-
ready relaxed the vision requirements
for pilot candidates from 20/20 to
20/50 in order to meet the growing
demand for pilots. To qualify, the
student must have a minimum GPA
of 2.0, pass an Air Force medical
physical, pass the Air Force Officer
Quadlifying test, pass the physical fit-
ness test and mile and a half run.

Lieutenant Colonel Bob Hutchings,
Professor of Aerospace Studies said,
“Now is probably one of the best op-
portunities for those wishing fo attend
flight training. The Air Force needs
good pilots fo fly the missions, and more
importantly, it needs good officers to
lead us into the future.”

Rhodes College maintains a
crosstown agreement with the Uni-
versity of Memphis Air Force ROTC
program. This means that any stu-
dent attending Rhodes College may
participate in the AFROTC program
at the University of Memphis. Once

in the program, any student with a
minimum GPA of 2.5 that can pass
the PT test and mile and a half run
becomes eligible for various schol-
arships. These scholarships may
cover all tuition costs, books, and mis-
cellaneous fees. Moreover, once a
cadet is on scholarship, he or she is
eligible fo receive a $150 a month
stipend.

The AFROTC program requires
that cadets attend one class and one

- leadership lab held once each week.

Cadets also attend a 4 or 6 week Field
Training course during the summer pre-
ceding their junior or senior year. Upon
completion of the program, the cadet
will be commissioned in the United
States Air Force as a 2nd Lieutenant
(21T), earning approximately $28,000
in pay and benefits per year.

Current Air Force ROTC cadets
at Rhodes College include: Matt
Alexander, Shawn Bean, Allison
Tetreault, and Randi Winesette. Recent
Rhodes graduates and former Air Force
ROTC cadets are Zhanelle Whitley and
Kenneth McGhee. Currently, 2T Whit-
ley is stationed at Wright Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio, and is a financial
manager for the F-16 engine. 2LT
McGhee is the Gold Bar recruiter for
the Memphis area, and will be sta-
tioned at Vanderberg Air Force Base,
California in April 1999 for Space and
Missile Operations. | will be stationed
at Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida from
October 1998 to July 1999 for Air
Battle Management school. Please feel
free fo confact any of the current Rhodes
students about Air Force ROTC. Re-
cent graduates can be contacted
through the Alumni Office at Rhodes
or the University of Memphis ROTC de-
tachment.

Your fellow Rhodent,

Heather E. Caldwell, 2T, USAF

Project Officer
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As the official student newspaper of
Rhodes College, The Sou’wester is
produced entirely by the students on
staff. It functions independently of
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Living In Americall I =4

HEAT AND COCKROACHES ASIDE, MEMPHIS IS PRETTY INTERESTING

“So0, what do you think of
Memphis?” :

Anybody on this campus with
enough brain cells can probably
figure out the number of times
that I have been asked this in the
six weeks since I arrived in the
United States. I could give you the
usual mundane reply that every-
one else gets in response to the
question, but no, dammit. The stu-
dent body deserves the truth, be-
cause apparently it is out there.

I hate to admit it, but the first
things that spring to mind are the
bugs, followed closely by tempera-
tures, the likes of which I have only
ever experienced in deepest, dark-
est Africa. From this you can prob-

ably gather that the heat really gets
to me. I’ve probably been exposed
to more sunshine here in a month
and a half than I got in Europe in
the past two years (Guess which
part 'm from?).

And guys— why does your
prospectus say nothing about
cockroaches? It’s a good thing for
everybody that lives on the east
side of campus that [ have a fear-
less roommate, one who does not
shrink from the mammoth task of
splattering spiders and roaches.
Otherwise you would hear me
screaming about them at all hours
of the day and night.

Okay, some of you may ask
how it is that [ could possibly have
lived all of nineteen years (yes, I
know bits will start dropping off
soon) and never come across such

monsters before. Well, I've led a
sheltered life- at least, that’s my ex-
cuse, right?

Anyway, returning to the
point, I really like the Mississippi

(it’s massive) and Barrister’s.

True cultural icons, both of
them. I can picture the latter es-
pecially becoming a true home
away from home, a sanctuary from
the stress of study, a drain on my
bank balance.

As for Elvis, ’'m sorry, but the
man had NO TASTE!!! Just look
at Graceland. What is that yellow
room downstairs about? Did he
have to have 3-D specs to go in
there? I was blinded by the light

One thing I truly cannot get
used to is the lack of public trans-
port. I'm sorry, but I’'m going to
have to arrange a system of buses
and trains for next year’s foreign
exchange students. But then, see-

ing as how every-

Kind of like an

alcoholic IHOP,
without the pan-
cakes.

And so we
come to Beale

One thing | truly cannot get used to is the lack
of public transport. I’'m sorry, but I’'m going to have
to arrange a system of buses and trains for next
year’s foreign exchange students.

thing is so spread
out, what is the
point? I still don’t
have a clue about
where anything is.
It’s just as well I

Street, that huge
sprawling highway of talent. For
some reason I had always pictured
that there was more of it than
there actually is. This is not to say
that what is there is not impres-
sive; indeed, I have encountered
many Hard Rock Cafés in my trav-
els, and will probably continue to
do so. It is a badge of every wor-
thy city (at least, that’s what their
staff tells me). John Lennon’s
peacoat hangs very nicely on the
wall, too.

(and we're not talking enlighten-
ment here, folks.) You have to give
him credit, though, the Jungle
Room really isn’t that bad. At least
I didn’t stagger on the way out of
it.

And as for that trophy room, |
reckon that if you melted down all
those awards you could make
enough life-size Elvis dolls to put
in every room of the house. Now
wouldn’t that make it more au-
thentic?

STUDY ABROAD MORE THAN AN ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

When | finally got my visa to
come to Rhodes, [ started dream-
ing about my arrival. Of course, I
was very excited about going to
America. But as self-confident is
not really a word I would use to

tally lost. I had to make them re-
peat at least twice every single
word they were using.

I must say I now love the ac-
cent people have here, in the
South. But it is very disquieting
when you expect to hear the lan-
guage you learned at school
(which was, of course, British En-
glish).

And you can’t even say it’s like
the movies you've seen, because
this time there are no subtitles. It
is a challenging experience, and

friends for such a long time. You
can, of course, send them e-mails
and call them.

But say what you will, it is not
easy to keep strong ties with
people when you live thousands
miles away from them. You have
to suppress a rising fear- what if
they, at some point, forget you?
From time to time, you just want
to see them, to speak with them in
person, not just through your
computer.

Then you seriously think

describe  my about going to
character, you the airport and
can understand But say what you will, it is not easy to keep strong || taking the first
why, in my} ties with people when you live thousands of miles plane home,

dreams, I was ar- Fortunately,

riving in a
strange place
where people
were speaking a
language I could

away from them. You have to suppress a rising fear—
what if they, at some point, forget you? From time to
time, you just want to see them, to speak with them
in person, not just through your computer.

the welcome we
received as inter-
national stu-
dents was really
great. Everything

hardly identify as
English.

In fact, my experience of go-
ing abroad began exactly like that.
I arrived in Memphis after a trip
of a little more than thirteen
hours. When people asked me
questions in the airport, I was to-

you realize that your English is
probably not so good after all. But
if you want to improve and mas-
ter a foreign language, it is essen-
tial to talk with native speakers.
Itis indeed a challenge to leave
your home, your family, and your

was organized to
help people with all their difficul-
ties. Moreover, everybody here is
very friendly, and always ready to
listen to you (and to understand
what you are desperately trying to
say, however strange it sounds in
English).

It is true that it is always chal-
lenging to start a discussion in a
foreign language, with people you
have never met before, but it is re-
ally worth it. And having friends
here is the only way I can think of
to soothe a recurrent homesick-
ness.

The cultural clash hit when
classes began. I thought I would
just have to sit in class, trying to
understand what was going on. It
was worse than that, Here, you
have to answer questions, to ex-
press your feelings about a situa-
tion. . . what a nightmare !

in France, typically, classes are
only in lecture style. All you have
to do is to sit and listen. In
America, you can have an entire
class devoted to discussion, and
you must participate because it
will count as part of your grade!

Moreover, what is really sur-
prising for me is the amount of
homework you have to do here.
When French people look at my
schedule, their first reaction is to
say that I don’t have many hours
of class.

What you discover later— un-
fortunately, only once you have

have friends with
cars. This is my excuse in Europe
as well.

Your campus is really pretty,
in case you hadn’t worked that one
out yet. You should feel privileged
to dwell in such tasteful buildings.
The only squirrels I ever see on
campus at home have usually been
the victims of road-rage, and as
such are smeared across
cobbles of High Street. Am I glad
to be here? Most definitely-1'd
trade rain for sunshine any day.

he
the

directly experienced the brunt of
it— is that it only represents the
time you spend in the classroom.
But when English is not your
mother tongue, even having
twenty pages to read is something
huge, especially if you are study-
ing a rather specific subject. And
the worst is that you have so many
other things to do!

But, so far, so good. I am hav-
ing a wonderful time here, and |
would not seriously consider go-
ing back home, even if it is hard
sometimes.

Going abroad is a very impor-
tant experience in your life, you
can learn a lot about yourself as
well as about the people and the
culture of the country you choose.
You have to understand that it is
not only an academic, but also a
great human, experience. If you
can get rid of your shyness, you
can find good friends and begin to
feel really at ease.

On the whole, it is an experi-
ence | would recommend to every-
body. Hey, you graduating
students who are wondering what
exactly you could do next year—
just pack your bags and leave!






























