Rhodes College Digital Archives - DLynx

Amanpal Garcha; “Indecision and the Values
of Choice in the 19th-Century Fiction” poster

ltem Type Image
Publisher Memphis, Tenn. : Rhodes College
Rights Rhodes College owns the rights to the archival digital images in

this repository. Images are made available for educational use
only and may not be used for any non-educational or commercial
purpose. Approved educational uses include private research

and scholarship, teaching, and student projects. For additional
information please contact archives@rhodes.edu. Fees may apply.

Download date 2026-06-17 16:14:14

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10267/24967



http://hdl.handle.net/10267/24967

INDECISION AND THE
VALUES OF CHOICE IN
19TH-CENTURY FICTION

Amanpal Garcha

Today, when we discuss freedom, we mean in part a
condition in which individuals have expansive
opportunities to choose — whom they marry, what
work they pursue, and what they buy and consume.
Drawing on insights from economic history, sociology,
psychology, and literary criticism, Garcha argues that
today’s political emphasis on individual choice has its
roots in the 19th century. Novels from this period
show that the ideal of expansive choice that we take
for granted as an obvious good is tied to industrial
capitalism’s particular cultural effects. These texts
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