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Alderson Competes In Miss America Pageant

‘99 Rhodes Alum Allison Alderson

Photo Provided By College Relations

Walesa, Belafonte To

By Blake Rollins
Op/Ed Editor

Choosing to honor two seem-
ingly disparate individuals, The
National Civil Rights Museum se-
lected Polish labor leader Lech
Walesa and Caribbean musician
Harry Belafonte for its 1999 Free-
dom Award.

Lech Walesa, an instrumental
actor in ending communism in
Poland, served as a catalyst for the
fall of Soviet control across all of
Eastern Europe. Head of the Pol-
ish labor movement, Solidarity, he
later became President of a demo-
cratic Poland from 1990-1995.

Walesa’s political career began

in 1980 when he encouraged
workers at the Lenin Shipyard in
Gdansk to strike. This led to the
creation of the national Solidarity
trade federation.

Imposing marital law in 1981
and suspending Solidarity, the
Polish government imprisoned
Walesa until 1982. One year later,
Walesa won the Nobel Peace Prize.
In 1990 Walesa donated his
$200,000 prize to the reconstruc-
tion of his country. i

Commonly regarded as the
“King of Calypso,” Harry
Belafonte achieved mainstream
commercial success for his West
Indian-inspired music that was
virtually unparalleled before the

By Steele Means
Associate Editor

Twenty-two-year-old Allison
Alderson, who graduated from
Rhodes College in May of 1999 with
a degree in Business Administration,
competed in the Miss America pag-
eant in Atlantic City, NJ, on Septem-
ber 18 as Miss Tennessee.

According to the Miss America
organization, to be eligible to enter the
pageant, a contestant must first win a
local competition and then compete
to represent her state, “a process re-
quiring enormous personal commit-
ment, hard work, and talent.”

Alderson was crowned Miss
Memphis this past February, and sub-
sequently competed in, and won, the
Miss Tennessee pageant in June. This
pageant is held each year in Jackson,
TN, Alderson's hometown.

According to Alderson's mother,
Jane Alderson, "Allison was the first
hometown woman to win the Miss
Tennessee pageant.”

Besides winning scholarship
money, Alderson is also employed by
the state of Tennessee as the official
spokesperson for the Governor's Al-
liance for a Safe and Drug-Free Ten-
nessee by virtue of serving as Miss
Tennessee for this year.

Jane Alderson pointed out that
she speaks to four to five schools per
day on behalf of this program.

Besides competing in categories
such as swimsuit, evening gown, and
interviews, each Miss America contes-
tant is required to choose an issue
“about which she cares deeply and
that is of relevance to our nation,” ac-
cording to the Miss America organi-
zation. Miss America and the state
titleholders typically then go on to use
their positions to generate awareness
for their chosen platform issues.

Alderson’s chosen topic was “Read
to Succeed.” She has been very active
in literacy campaigns and programs
throughout high school and college.

Also, each contestant must choose
particular talents to display in the
competition; Alderson had elected to
demonstrate her singing and piano-
playing abilities.

While Alderson was not success-
ful in her bid to be crowned Miss
America for the year 2000, she did re-
ceive the Waterford Crystal Business
Management and Marketing Scholar-
ship from the Waterford Crystal com-
pany, which is associated with the Miss
America organization. This will be
used towards funding her enrollment
in a M.B.A. program.

Each year, the company invites

Miss America contestants, who are
interested in continuing their educa-
tion in business management or mar-
ket-related fields, to compete for this
scholarship.

According to the Miss America
organization, “The Waterford Crystal
Executive Committee selected the
Rhodes College graduate on the basis
of an essay in which she explored the
implications of product branding.”

“As the Waterford brand expands
to encompass a growing group of
lifestyle products. . .we are acutely
aware of the importance of nurtur-
ing and enhancing our 216-year-old
brand name," explained Melissa H.
Ingram, Wterford Corporation Events
Executive. “That makes us all the
more eager to know that in the future,
brand marketing will get the attention
and talent of women like Miss
America 2000 candidate Allison
Alderson.”

Alderson said that, in addition to
pursuing an M.B.A., she also wants
to return to Rhodes to pursue a M.S.
in accounting.

Commenting on her experience
on the pageant in Atlantic City,
Alderson said that the rest of the con-
testants were very "down-to-earth"
and that they were very focused on
their education and life goals.

Receive 1999 Freedom Awards

advent of the civil rights move-
ment — a cultural uprising he him-
self spearheaded.

In the early 1960s, Belafonte
became the first black television
producer, earning an Emmy his
first year for the show “Tonight
With Harry Belafonte.” Later in
life, he served as Goodwill Ambas-
sador for the United Nation’s
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and
recently acted in movie roles in the
reverse-racism drama, White
Man’s Burden, and Robert
Altman’s jazz-era film, Kansas
City.

During his career as a civil
rights activist, Belafonte garnered
the attention of other entertainers

and mobilized their support to
bring the civil rights movement to
Europe and South Africa. Perceiv-
ing the imminent threat on Martin
Luther King’s life, he was the only
person to purchase life insurance on
King’s life. Following the assassina-
tion, Belafonte donated the money
from his insurance policy to the
King family. According to the Board
of Directors at The National Civil
Rights Museum, awarding
Belafonte was “long overdue.”
The National Civil Rights Mu-
seum Board of Directors decides
on the awardees based on both
their availability to speak as well
as their social contributions. Af-
ter a search is conducted, the

Board decided on both individu-
als based on their merit and abil-
ity to appear in person.

Judith Black, Director of Mar-
keting at the Civil Rights Museum
in downtown Memphis, told The
Sou’wester she believes the candi-
dates are well paired precisely be-
cause they seem so unrelated to each
other. “What makes [the 1999 Free-
dom Award] interesting is that they
are entirely different people.
[Belafonte and Walesa] are different
in the way they made their changes.”

The ceremony will be conducted
September 30 at the Temple of De-
liverance at 12 pm. Itis open to the
public, and tickets are available-at
Rhodes.
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TOURISTA: The Movie That Never Came To Rhodes

Bake ROLNS
CURIOUSLY

STRONG
COLUMNIST

What is it about Yanks when they
travel abroad? Normally, Americans
behave with a politeness that borders
on religious experience: etiquette
zealots uttering “Sir” and ‘Ma’am” in
a sick kind of Mr. Rogers Eucharist.
But, once U.S. visitors cross that mili-
tarized border with Mexico (usually
over a chain-link bridge with razor
wire dangling overhead) eyebrows
frown and US’ers can’t stop com-
plaining about the service.

“Damn, this donkey is not happy
enough! Make it smile or you'll lose
your job, amigo!” we love to scream
at Tijuana photographers and their
pathetic portrait mules. Hey, aren’t
we the country that supposedly cul-
tivates entrepreneurial spirit in all
people? No wonder Mexico is the big
drug-smuggling conduit into the U.S.
these days: those in the narcotics in-
dustry finally get their revenge on
those former ‘yanqui turistas’.

Why talk about tourism? Simply
stated: with abooming economyand
cheaper airfare to Europe, Rhodes
students seem to be travelling to dis-
tant locales in increasing numbers. I~
wish I could find statistics as to how
many students travel abroad today as
compared to the past, but they escape
me. Some may be surprised that the
largest industry in the world is not
semiconductors, steel, or trade in
nuclear secrets. Rather, tourism gen-
erates the most income over the
broadest array of nations.

Many countries have economies
based almost entirely on it. In Egypt
(which does have a substantial petro-
leum industry) tourism is the num-
ber one producer of foreign exchange.
Tourism, therefore, allows other com-
mercial transactions to take place. In
this light, tourism is more than just
fun for the visitor; it provides income
for a huge amount of people. A sick
logic almost implies that traveling is
a moral imperative to all people who
CAN get away, because it sustains
poorer economies.

But the typical Rhodes tourism/
study abroad agendas often don't jive

with moral imperatives — not even to
satisfy a twisted anthropological cu-
riosity to see topless women in a
steamy Papua New Guinea jungle.
We send our young to Europe,
namely Western Europe, because of
its relative similarity to American
standards of living and safety (actu-
ally, crime rates in the EU are sub-
stantially lower than America).
Shouldering a backpack and hitch-
ing across Europe is the rite of pas-
sage for graduating seniors these days.

To confirm this suspicion, con-
sult any Rhodes publication that
deals with what recent alumni did the
summer after graduating. A good
half of them went vacationing in Brit-
ain, France, Spain, Germany, or any
permutation thereof.

And what do you do when you
get back from your grand tour in the
19%Century tradition? You eagerly
search out someone to describe your
experiences to, and, calling your best
buddy you eagerly blurt out,“Did you
see the leaning tower of Pisa?” “Yep,”
comes the sultry reply from the other
end of the phone. Surprise! You have
nothing to talk about.

_For those who have had the ig-
noble privilege of viewing “Making
the Grade,” a film that happened to
be filmed on Rhodes’ campus, you'll
notice that the end credits promise
viewers we’ll once again see Palmer
and Eddiein TOURISTA. Sadly, there
is no TOURISTA. And who do we
have to blame? No, television vio-
lence doesn’t explain this one, nor can
we blame the nefarious Daughdrill.
We only have our abhorrent travel-
ing practices to blame.

Now Europeans know how to
travel. When they purchase a back-
pack they do a remarkable thing: they
actually use it to carry gear to distant
places in the wilderness. The popu-
lation of South American national
parks at any one moment is 105%
European (I've seen Germans hoist-
ing babies in special backpacks while
walking across make-shift rope
bridges while still carrying all their
regular supplies. So, I must assume
that some trekkers have given birth
under the open sky). Nary one of

Join the Sou’wester Staff
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the paper. Next meeting
Sunday @ 3pm in 105

them speak decent Spanish (Latin
Americans tend to tease Spaniards
about their accent), but they manage
somehow to engage in complicated
activities like banking in-Bolivia.

They even use the local post offices
to full effect. And the amazing thingis
they travel on a shoestring and save
money compared to messing around
in Europe. They know how to save a
buck and live on the wild side.

Latin America is special to me be-
cause it attracts a unique mix of for-
eigners. There is just the right
proportion of Germans, Brits, Cana-
dians, Aussies, Kiwis, French, etc. to
cook a hearty stew of travelers. And
with such a mix of people, you're
bound to learn more about their home-
lands than if you actually went there
— if not more. Try asking a Parisian
about what foods he likes in the Metro,
and see what kind of response you get.
Now, ask a French traveler the same
question on a boat ride to Tierra del
Fuego through rough seas, and he
opens up like a can of worms. Of
course, he can only eat soft foods at the
moment, assuming he isn’t regurgitat-
ing the remnants of his Christmas feast

LETTERS TO
To the Editor:

Last year, the Women'’s Group be-
came a home for many of us Rhodes
women, all coming from different
views and beliefs. Through our
weekly discussions, the serious prob-
lem of sexual assault and harassment
came to our attention. Though we
intended to have a discussion focus,
not a campus activist focus, the
women in the group were disturbed
by our findings and decided to work
together to see some changes.

About five months later, I have
been very impressed with how the
entire Rhodes community has
come together to create changes on
this front. Some of them were cited
in an article written in last week’s
Sou’wester by Steele Means. While
I greatly appreciate the attention
the newspaper has given to the
topic of sexual assault, I feel that a
few issues were misrepresented in
the article. These are the five things
I think I have changed since last
year:

#1 Awareness has been raised. I
would like to think that it is common
knowledge that sexual assault and ha-
rassment does happen on campus
but that it is not an accepted or tol-
erated practice.

#2 Freshman orientation has
been improved to include informa-
tion on sexual assault within the first

two years ago. And when you get
home, few people will have seen what
you have. Expect the phone conver-
sation to be longer than a monosyl-
labic answer.

The point of travel is not to fol-
low the map. Travel distinguishes you
from others, teaches you to deal with
patience and frustration, and, most
importantly, makes you interesting
to people. And traveling in distant
lands is now as chtap (often
cheaper) than the obligatory romp
in London. The Old World is over-
saturated with tourists. London gets
over 25 million visitors every sum-
mer. So. what does the local resi-
dent care if you can’t find the tube
station to Covent Garden? There’ll
be 20 million more blokes to ask the
same question next summer.

Never before has America been
better poised for adventuresome
travel. Pick up that trendy REI ruck-
sack and visit the other 4 billion or
s0 people who live in less developed
countries. When in Tijuana, don’t
get the donkey photo. Instead, buy
the donkey and head for Baja in
search of Jose Cuervo.

THE EDITOR

two days students are on campus.

#3 The Counseling Center is
working with Memphis Sexual As-
sault Resource Center, bringing an
expert to campus this week to tell
women how they can reduce their
chances of being victims.
Panhellenic Council is involved,
encouraging all rushees to attend,
as well as women from the whole
Rhodes community.

#4 All Rhodes groups, espe-
cially the fraternity system, are
considering the impact their atti-
tudes and practices have on creat-
ing an environment that is safe for
women and not promoting sexual
aggression in men.

#5 Finally, greater understand-
ing of the resources the school pro-
vides to women who are victims has
been provided. Dean Mel Richey is
an excellent advocate for women
and oversees a process most women
feel is kind and fair, known as the
Rhodes Sexual Harassment Policy.
Women are allowed to have a friend
go through the process with them.
They have many options open to
them, including one that does not
involve the woman having to come
face to face with her attacker, yet in-
volves consequences for the attacker.

Congratulations to the entire
Rhodes community for working to-
gether on this issue!

Emma Painter (’00)

SEHS’WESTER@

Editor-in-Chief
Matthew Shipe
Associate Editor

Steele Means

Business Managers
Greg Scheuchenzuber
Brian Willis

SECTION EDITORS

Op/Ed Editor Blake Rollins

A & E Editor Amy Holcombe
Scene Editor Patrick Lane
News Editor Valerie Witte
Sports Editor Susan Hughes
Rhode’ster Editor  Barrett Hathcock

STAFF WRITERS

Emily Bays Mara Zimmerman
Kalman Benscath Heather Lockridge
Brad Damare Kenneth Lukas
Jennifer Durovchic Anke Mtafu

Nik Granger Ami Okasinski
Angela Jones Nathan Ragain
Max Groth Matt Reed

Tim Hayes Jeremy Smith
Drew Hughes Missy Statom

Seth Jones Maryam Tanhaee
Beth Purves Amy Tidwell

Scott Holmes Katie Cox

GRAPHICS & DESIGN STAFF
Layout Editor Sarah Bettinger
Photography Editor Chris McKenzie
Staff Photographers Carol Curry

Russell Young

Copy Editor Tim Hayes
Design By Jonathan Nolen
Online Editor Emily Slagle
Associate Online

Editor - Sarah Bettinger

COLUMNISTS

Teal Baker Joe Peeples

Jen Eliason Steve Perry

Dan London Barret Hathcock

Jeremy Mungle Ebony Woods

As the official student newspaper of
Rhodes College, The Sou’wester is
produced entirely by the students on
staff. It functions independently of
faculty and administration. It is pub-
lished weekly throughout the fall and
spring semesters, except during exam
periods and breaks.

Staff meetings are open to the
Rhodes community and convene in
Tuthill every Sunday afternoon at 3
p.m. The Sow’wester is a member of
the Student Publications Board, a six-
publication consortium that includes
the editors of all student publications,
class representatives and at-large rep-
resentatives from the student gody.

All staff editorials published in The
Sou’wester represent the majority
opinion of the Editorial Board com-
posed of section editors and execu-
tive editors. Opinions expressed in
The Rhode’ster, opinion columns, and
letters-to-the-editor do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of The
Sow’wester Editorial Board. Letters-
to-the-editor are encouraged; all let-
ters must be signed and will be edited
for clarity.

REACHING THE SOU’WESTER
Phone:

(901) 843-3970
Fax: (901) 843-3409
E-Mail: souwester@hodes.edu
Address:  The Sou'wester
Rhodes College, Box 3010
2000 North Parkway
Memphis, TN 38112-1690
Or visit The Sou ‘wester Online:

http://www.students.rhodes.edu/sw/
Mamber, Associotd Collegiote Press (ACP)




Wednesday, September 22, 1999

1Nion

SOUWESTER

Page 3

I Went To A Garden Party

JEREMY MUNGLE
FAC MUNDUM
ROMAM

this past Saturday evening i was
upset. i was upset because Allison
Alderson did not win the Ms. America
2x10_ Pageant. whether or not you
agree with the traditional concept, she
is clearly a perfect fit for the role. i
could not understand why she lost.
she was far superior to any of the five
finalists from which the winner was
selected. the five finalists were a piti-
fully underwhelming assortment that
proved once and for all why beauty
pageants should not try to be anything
more than beauty pageants. i felt be-
trayed when i realized that the Ms.
America pageant was trying to be
something it is not, nor ever intended
to be. when you try to please every-
one, you frequently wind up pleasing
no one. how could anyone have cho-
sen a Ms. America, especially a Ms.

America2.74x 10___, that looked like
Jerri Blank from Strangers With
Candy?

as i sat around in my post-pag-
eant depression, i suddenly thought
about all of the handsome buildings
that surround us here on campus. oh
sure, all the old tall trees are nice and
everything, but we do not watch the
Ms. America Pageant inside of tall
trees, do we? of course not, we watch
it within large, aesthetically pleasing
piles of stones. of all the buildings on
campus, though, there was one that
my thoughts kept returning to be-
cause it somehow reminded me of the
pageant.

i think we can all agree that the
BCLCis the largest building on campus,
both in terms of square feet and ridicu-
lousness. it stands proud and alone in a
field without shade as a tribute to the
foolish dreams of alumni and the
administration’slong-standing policy of
screwing the college’s students out of an

" education and making them likeit. why

is our largest and most costly and most
over-staffed building a gym?
i was here for a few years before

the gym, and i have been here a few
since, and let me tell you, not much
has changed; except maybe the ath-
letic department is a little more
bloated, and maybe even more of our
tuition money is wasted on all things
sporty. i certainly do not think we
look any better. there have always
been a lot of appearance-challenged
people here on campus (i know be-
cause i can smell my own kind), and i
do not think the number has de-
creased any since we built a new gym.
if anything, it may have risen, because
now people like myself have even
more opportunities to eat fattening
foods courtesy of the Lynx Lair.

physical education has stayed virtu-
ally the same. people still go to martial
arts classes twice a week and get the crap
beat out of them by others in the class
who do not go to school here and have
been studying the art for ten years. as
far as i know, the amount of money wa-
gered on racquetball games has re-
mained the same (adjusting for
inflation).

our sports teams do not appear
to have improved. on this subject i

must confess i really do not know
much about the records of specific
teams. iam now in the last semester
of my college experience, and so far,
have never read a Sou’wester sports
page or attended a Rhodes College
athletic event, with the exception of
the time during my first freshman year
when i went inside the Mallory Gym
during a basketball game to find one
of my pledge brothers. honestly i do
not know if our sports teams have im-
proved any at all since our beloved
BCLC has been operational. i do not
know because i do not care. in fact, i
care more about the price of eggs in
China than i do about Rhodes Col-
lege athletics.

the above statements do not ap-
ply, however, to club teams. ilike club
teams because they seem to me to
consist of individuals who view their
sport in a wiser light than,and do not
cost nearly as much money as, varsity
teams. i have nothing but respect for
all the great guys on the Rugby Team
or the new ideas and energy of R-TEC.
these and other club teams like them
amazingly exist without luxuries like

A Choice To Live Deliberately

At times it seems as if the
days fly by and a month is gone

before you realize it. Then, all
of sudden, a whole year has
passed. High school seems so
long ago. Often, it is easier to
live in a flurry of activity and
commitment. Yet, when all that
dies down, it is difficult to pick
out what was really important
and influential. There are, how-
ever, ways to make each day
worth something and to improve
the quality of your life. Though
it may sound hokey, living con-
sciously is one way.

Living consciously can also
be called living deliberately or
living reflectively. At heart,
however, all this means is con-
sidering the present as it is hap-
pening — enjoying the weather, a
smile, or an e-mail from a long-
lost friend. It also means keep-
ing in mind the relative

importance of an event or
project. Asking yourself
whether something will matter
in five years (or even one) is a
pretty good indicator.

Goal setting, although it has
been over emphasized, is a prac-
tical application of this way of
life. Why live day-to-day if there
is no planned direction? In the
end, what does it all add up to?
Goals can be applied to any facet
of your life — I have goals relat-
ing to my physical, social, finan-
cial, and spiritual well being.
Each is an important part of who
I am and who I want to become.
Defining objectives, ways of
achieving those goals, is crucial.
Declaring that you’d like to lose
thirty pounds is useless without
planning how you’ll get there.
Exercising three times a week,
eating well, and drinking plenty
of water are objectives that can
be easily measured to gauge your
progress toward that goal.

In a larger context, however,
goals must fulfill certain priori-
ties you have established. Per-
haps your priorities are serving
God, having strong family ties,

and performing well academi-
cally; each goal, then, should
speak to at least one priority.
Priorities make the decision-
making process easier. When de-
ciding between going out on a
Wednesday night or studying for
an upcoming test, with the above
priorities, it is easy to choose the
studying time because you know
that is what will move you to-
ward your goal.

Reflecting daily on your pri-
orities is also important for liv-
ing deliberately. At the end of
the day, when you-examine your
actions, if they don’t express
your priorities, then some
changes need to be made in your
life. If you know that you want
to have a good relationship with
your family, but you neglect call-
ing them regularly or forget spe-
cial events, then, obviously, you
aren’t consciously living out
what is most important to you.
You can, however, begin anew
the next day and resolve to make
your actions a more accurate re-
flection of your priorities.

A useful tool for reflection
and goal setting is regularly

writing in a journal. It may seem
awkward at first, but it gets
easier. You don’t have to record
everything that happens in your
life, only the things you’d like to
reflect on and remember for the
future. Looking back, I wish I
kept some record of my experi-
ences and feelings in high
school. I even enjoy looking
back a couple weeks. Writing in
a journal also helps you track
how events affect you. These
revelations can dramatically af-
fect the rest of your life, whether
they are related to a relationship
or a job opportunity.

Another tool for increasing
the value of each day is to be
conscious of your quality of life.
Now, this doesn’t mean your
standard of living, as in how
many TVs or CDs you own but,
rather, the smaller things that
you can do to improve your life.
Admittedly, the quality of life for
a typical college student is pretty
crummy; it is difficult to add
small touches when living in a
square room made of cinder
block, but there are ways it can
be done. For instance, having

six coaches, video equipment, and a
travel budget. they go out and com-
pete in their sport with little fanfare
and even less support from the school,
and, at the same time, they somehow
manage to exemplify the true and
noble beauty of athletics more than
all the rose-coloured fantasies of those
responsible for the BCLC ever could.

when i look at the BCLC, i think
about how we do not have a radio sta-
tion. i think about how the library
staff has not expanded since the ‘70s.
i think about all the tools, resources,
and professors we want but cannot
afford. ithink about how the ideas of
truth, loyalty, and service have more
to do with the classroom than the
playing field. i think about how in gen-
eral we are expected to say “thank you”
as we line up for punishment here at
Rhodes College. i think about a school
that wants to be everything to every-
body, but, instead, just shoots itself in
the foot on a regular basis.

iwas thinking all of those thoughts
last night and feeling uninvited to my
own garden party. i wonder if Allison
felt the same way too?

fresh flowers in your room,
burning candles [unless you are
a resident!], walking slowly and
taking in the scenery, or playing
your favorite music. I have also
found that my resolution not to
turn left on a yellow light or
speed has reduced my road rage
and made driving more peaceful.
I am no longer an anxious driver
looking for an opening to go
faster or risking an accident by
turning left in front of oncom-
ing traffic. I am never going
somewhere so important that it
is worth increasing the chances
of an accident.

The decision to improve your
quality of life by living deliberately
is undoubtedly a difficult one. It
means more work and more
thought must be poured into each
day. But what is the alternative?
Realistically, it is a life that serves
no purpose that you've defined for
yourself and probably one that just
seems to drift away. Who wants
to be on their deathbed and wish
each day had counted for some-
thing? Certainly not me - I've de-
cided instead to improve my hfe
and fulfill my dreams.


















