1" # $

% &

OC )+ +%+, - (¢

0

1

+)(,12¢,,



http://hdl.handle.net/10267/5277

puater

Sonthwestern af ﬂﬂpmphiﬁ

35

35 Year

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, MARCH 5, 1954

Volume 86; No. 17

—Photo by John McKinney

Thirteen beauties were selected at the annual Lynx Beauty Review last Saturday night. Their pic-
tures will be featured in the Lynx, Southwestern’s yearbook, which is to come out in May.

Students Petition To Keep |

Old Gym As Student Center

A petition signed by two hundred Southwestern students
has been turned in by Tommy Crais to Professor T. M. Lowry,
chairman of the Student Welfare Committee. The petition reads
in full: “We, the undersigned, desire that steps be initiated to
convert the building housing the present gymnasium into a
Student Center, the need for which, we feel is vital.” The ob-
ject of the petition, according to Crais, is not so much the ob-
taining of the gym itself, but “to let the faculty know that we
need a common meeting place for all students.” A student cen-
ter would be open all day and might offer such activities as
ping pong, pool, bridge, and television. The offices of the school
publications might also be centered there,

Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes stated that+4-

no ultimate decision has been
revealed concerning Fargason Field
House, but that the suggestion had
been to have the building removed
during the course of the summer

to eliminate an eyesore and to give

space for a parking area. He said
that proposals concerning a stu-
dent center were “ancient history,”
having been brought up as long ago
as 1927. Dr. Rhodes asked if the
great cost of converting the gym
mto a sightly building had been in-
vestigated.

The reaction of the students
ranged from wholehearted approval
and enthusiasm to complete and
firm disapproval. Bill Hughes,
president of the student body, said
that the need for a student center
is great and stressed the use of the
gym as a temporary measure. Ann
Caidwell called it simply “a won-
derful idea.” The Lynx Lair closes
up at two in the afternoon, pointed
out Pat Riegle, who favors the
idea of a central meeting place.
Ann Thomas commented that, “It
would be lovely if one doesn’t mind
having a barn for a Student Cen-
ter.” Lawrence Cater suggested
that such a center might get the
day students and the dormitory
together more. A freshman girl’s
plea that the gym is a wreck and
ought ot be torn down was carried
a bit further by senior Larry Bone,
who stated that, “I think they
should blow it up. I'd be glad to
light the fuse.” Mary Jane Wood
voiced the opinion of many who
are somewhat dubious about a stu-
dent center in saying, “Well, it cer-
tainly wouldn’t hurt anything to
try.”

The petition is the first tangible
outgrowth of the Sunday afternoon
meeting in Voorhies,

Stunt Night

Students at Southwestern are in
for two hours of entertainment Sat-
urday at 7:30, when AOPi will pre-
sent their annual stunt night in
Hardie Auditorium. Ten amusing
skits will highlight the program,
under the direction of Mary Rod-
riguez. Six skits will be presented
by fraternities, and four by sorori-
ties. Bach part will be limited to
twelve minutes and will be judged
on the basis of originality.

The program will open with a
skit using the theme, “Life Upon
the Stage.” Again at intermission
and at the end of the program,
AOPi wil present other §kits car-
rying out this theme, under the
direction of Gay Rush and Mary
George Beggs. '

Following the judging two tro-
phies will be presented to the win-
ning fraternity and sorority, by the
new president of AOPi. The admis-
sion is fifty cents for students and
seventy-five cents for others, and
all of the proceeds will go to the
Frontier Nursing Service in Ky.

BEAUTIES
SELECTED

Thirteen lucky beauties stepped
through the
smiled at the applauding audience,
editor of the

Lynx, announced each one as a

glittering oval and

as Emily McKay,

winner in the annual Lynx Beauty

Review last Saturday evenifg.
Claimants of the titles are: Jackie
Coker and Joanna Kindig of Kappa
Delta; Esther Jane Swartzfager
and Gay Rush of AOPi; Mary
Helen McLeod and Marian Cobb of
Chi Omega; Sallie Myhr Thomas,
Robin Sprague, Marian McClelland,
Martha Jane Morrison, and Caro-
lyn Milton of Tri-Delt; and Keith
Tanner and Jane Johnson, Inde-
pendents. Five of these will appear
as ‘“beauties” in a special section
of the Lynx, and the other eight
will be “favorites.” The names of
the five will be withheld until the
release of the annual in May.

Lane Erwin, master of cere-
monies, announced the thirty-five
candidates, entered by the five so-
rorities and the Independent group.
In the first round the judges elimi-
nated twelve.

While the judges were making
their final decisions, George Hearn,

by Jack Funkhouser, sang “So in
Love,” “Prologue to Pagliacci,”
“Alone,” and “Falling in Love with
Love.”

Selecting the beauties were Mrs.
W. B. Fowler, chairman of the
Memphis City-Beautiful Commis-
sion; Mr. Wilson Northcross, pro-
duction director of WHBQ-TV; and
Mr. William Van Dyke, public re-
lations and advertising manager of
the Union Planters’ National Bank.

this year’'s Mr. Talent, accompanied |

raternity Pre

Over

Editor’s note: In order to fully acquaintlthe student body

with both sides of the problem currently facing us,

the

Sou’'wester has asked Tommy Crais and Bob Pate to present
their personal views. Any student who wishes to be heard on
either side of this subject. may submit his views in writing ta

the editor.

TOMMY -CRAIS

Many people have gotten the
wrong idea about last Sunday’s
meeting concerning fraternities and
sororities. The publicity in the
Commercial Appeal was also mis-
leading and, hence, misunderstood.
I would like, very briefly and to
the point, to state my own view on
fraternities in hopes that it will
give you a better idea of the real

| import behind the present publicity.

I am not in favor of ridding our
campus of fraternities and sorori-
ties but rather I think that they
are necessary evils and I can’t of-
fer any better setup. But, at pres-
ent, I feel that these social groups
are setting a low standard for our
students and, as a consequence, are
blurring the “real stuff” that
Southwestern has to offer. In prac-
tice it appears that the fraternities
and sororities have slipped and
have permitted their members’ loy-
alty to terminate within their own
group instead of going through the
group to Southwestern.

Nine Practices

There are nine practices which
ideally are good but which in prac-
tice are directly contrary to Chris-
tian principles: 1. Rushing, 2.
Judging by blackball, 3. Racial
clause, 4. Fraternity to fraternity
relationships, 5. Exclusion of in-
dependents, 6. Many people who
need them don’t get in, 7. Difficulty
to make friends outside your own
fraternity, 8. Voting in elections,
and 9. Petty foundations. All of
these practices could be good and
healthy for all concerned but their
present practice is. small and below
the standards of Southwestern stu-
dents.

As was brought out in our meet-
ing last Sunday, it is evident that
here at Southwestern there exists
a pressure which forces many peo-
ple into these fraternity groups. I
feel like fraternities (and sorori-
ties) are very good for some peo-
ple and yet harmful for others. So
if freshmen are pressurized into
this thing, that is, they must join
a group because everyone else is in
one, then this is bad and steps
should be taken not only to stim-
ulate our present groups to justify
their existence by revamping their
philosophy, but steps should also
be taken to change our setup.

(Continued on Page 2)

Group Discusses Revamping Frat System

Last Sunday afternoon, some
fifty students gathered in Voorhies’
lounge to attend a meeting of a
group interested in revamping the
philosophy and practices of fra-
ternities and sororities. Some came
in open opposition to the things
they had heard. Others came out of
curiosity or a genuine interest in
the proceedings.

Tommy Crais opened the meeting
with a summary of the ideas of the

original group, saying in part,

“Some people think that we want

to kick fraternities off the campus.
That is not the idea. That would
only bring unorganized cliques,
whereas now they are organized.
The purpose is rather to give (the
system) a shot in the arm.” He
enumerated some places wherein
he thought the fraternities failed,
chief among them being the meth-
ods of rushing and elections.

Bill Hughes, whose name had
been linked with the issue in other
quarters, sought to clarify his po-
sition. He viewed with concern stu-

dents who put their fraternity or
sorority before their school. But
with equal vigor he defended the
fraternal groups as being the
“most practical” for their purpose.

In open discussion the group
quickly got to the subject of stu-
dent elections. It was suggested
that to form combines and vote
along strict fraternity lines may be
fun to some, but that under these
conditions “people at Southwestern
are not being trained to be fine

(Continued on Page 2)
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BOB PATE

Since I have repeatedly expressed
my disapproval of the recently pro=
posed organization to de-emphasize
fraternal groups at Southwestern,
the editor of the Sou'wester has

asked me to reply to statements
made by Tommy Crais which alse
appear in this issue.

I believe the crux of the whole
situation is revealed when Tommy
says, “I can’'t offer any better set«
up.” Also I have heard him say
several times, “I am bitter about
fraternities.” Whether his bitter-
ness stems from real or fancied
grievances I don’t know, but I do
know that a movement with such
a motive as an underlying factor
cannot be successful.

“Necessary Evils”

But let us consider his state-
ments further. His characterization
of fraternal groups as ‘“necessary
evils” which “set a low standard
for our students” I also must’
ascribe to the personal feelings
which he holds. For surely if these
were true the administration would
have gotten rid of them long ago.

I do not deny that some bad
practices occur during rush and
that blackballs are sometimes cast
for insufficient reasons, but these
are failings of individuals and not
of groups—and the groups are un-
doubtedly best “qualified to deal
with them.

I do not see how anyone can
claim he was forced to join a fra-
ternity, or that fraternities should
be denied the right to select their
members. One of the inalienable
rights of any social group is the:
privilege of selecting those who are
to be closest to it. This doesn’t
mean that one’s capacity for
friendship is automatically con-
fined to his roommate, to his fra-
ternity, his college, his city, county,
state, or nation. The ability to find
friends is contained within the in-

dividual.
Destructive Movement

From all that I have seen and
heard pertaining to this new move-=
ment, I can only conclude that it
offers very little that is construc-
tive—mostly it is destructive. It
offers to those who do not wish to
join an organized group, the pur-
poses of which are to form lasting
friendships, contribute to the social
life of the campus, and inspire cul=
tural, educational, and social
broadening, the opportuniy to join
an avowedly unorganized and non-
functional group which admittedly
offers only criticism without having
remedies.

There are undoubtedly evils in
fraternal groups—there are evils
in any group. But, just as in 999
out of every 1,000 organizations,
the only logical, practical, and ex=
pedient means of reform is froma
within,












