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A FEW REASONS WHY AN ECOLOGY READING TAELE,CE CORNER, WOULD B3
AN IMPORTANT PUBLIC SERVICE TO MEVPHIS AT THIS3 TINE:

T. CONVENIENCE, Yore people can rsad sore atticles and partinent
chapters in books when they do not have to spend time searching
for books and magazines. Librarians'! time alsc might be saved.
41s0, eince many of ua are lazy or just pressed for time, some
persoms might become "ecologically aware® who might not otherwise
be recched.

17« AN INPORTANT OBJECT LESSON 1IN THE INTERHELATEDRESS OF VARIQUS
FIZLDS AND STUDIES . The psycheohogical value of seelng luumped
together under YIpology® such suveriic.ally disparate topics as those
listed helow may nrove one of the most imvortafsit serviges of
such a reading cenbsr:
For exampia, along with a coopy of THS CUEMICAL Fs45T7, there might
well 5efl) ovooks sboubt insects, showing that mwost insecis are
aither harmlesgs, useful, or indispensable;
{2) books about birds, and parhaps also frogs and turtles:
thege are among our importani nstural insect controls;
{(3) vooke on bread baking at home: more and more women
are turming away fronm the over-refined fliours and
over-nreserved quality of store-voughi baked goods.
They are learming now te be wary of possible chomlcal
build-up whose end rosultz in terns of disesse are
not vet fuliy understood. (The cyclamate anéd KIC
"agares® sztarted a lot of neople to thiaking sbout
such guestions, The receni Nader investigation of
the FlA'e laxity has not 12id their feaprs to rest,)
What is the common link sonmmecting Chese dimerse topica?
The need for non-poisonous insect control o proiect our food supply
frowm toxie contaminants, as well as the need for o coasuner- crienééd
FDA to reduce contéminates inharent in present food-procesting methods.
(fnlightened consumer depmand is the guickest way tn gei the needed
changes! )

I1X., A CLEABRING-HOUSE AXD HEEFEEENCE SOURCE., The soluticn of neny

of our current (and worsening) or prediotable problsmsg should

become the concarn of emery lampayer: ue are footing the dille

for igmorance--whether it be our own or that of our governmental

authorities, remphias is far Lehind many citles in so0lving--or
aven ldentiffivg--gartain problems closely related to pelliution;

For sccounts of what some other cities have done about specifioe
problems, here are a few referances:

l. Boekford, Illinois put its zarbage to good use as iand fill,
(ORCANIC GARDENIYGO AND ®ARMING, November 1970, page 103).

2, Chicago showed ite officials that "it's cheaper to move sludge
[from its sewsge plant/ to farms than to burn it.” (CC&F, Dee. '70,p.43.)

3. San Francisco's Examiner & Chronic%e geponsored an experiment in
recycling paper, running a banner he ne “"Save Your FPapers--and Save
Trees." (0C&Fm, July 19%0. p. 45.)
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IV, THE SUBTLE BUT VERY INMPORTANT MATTEER OF STATUS XTTRIBUTED TO
ANY FROBLEY COF ARZA WHICH THE PUBLIC LIBRATNY.e-especlially ourPUBLIC
IINRARY wwseee f1f to degl with, .JAfter sone wonths of wondering
why ecology haed been so singularly sllahtede«in élspiays, new holdings,
and generel attention..Y Alsecovered Lt waz sinply & metier of
a reducad bulget! RPut how pany Farphians bother to find out why
the histus in this important area of information? 7Those of ue who
every day ohnerve the rosultz of risinfortation or leck of information
in acticne by @litizens and goverament alike find Yerphie! backwerdness
in this all.irportent prea..concerned with the very svrvival eof
man as a speclies and life se we Mnow it..zyve snprllied ot what has
been havpening. (In this connection, see the report on the recent
ATR QUALITY WOFFENOP,) Vorat of 211, the dimenchantment of the
young with the entire domocratie zyester becomes 8l)l too underatandable
wher. they ohserve the laxity or downmright selfishnese of governazsat
officials in handling mattere which intinately comcern the health
of citizenz, They forget that evan the government officizls mway
be ignorant of facts!

A PEV JEFPERSONIAN THOUGHTS IN CLOSING: Democracy can be made
to work ouly whan an informed public is prepared te sct upon
fact and priasivle.

Iarct Che education of the adult public one of the most

important responsibilitiss of the Publie Library?

, Fespectfully submitted,
January 29, 1671
¥emphis, Tennessee
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