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Spring 2013, MWF 12-12:50 PM 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

In this course, all aspects of life in a Roman town will be discussed. We will address both public 

buildings (fora, theaters, baths, amphitheaters, etc.) and private architecture (villas, houses, tombs). 

The manner in which these buildings were decorated will also figure largely in the course, as we will 

study the Four Styles of Pompeian painting, gardens, mosaics, and public and private sculpture. The 

examination of these monuments will be laid over an economic, social, and political context. In 

addition to studying the archaeological remains of these cities, students will also read ancient texts in 

translation to understand better these ancient cities and their inhabitants. 

The history of excavations of Pompeii and Herculaneum will also be examined, especially with regard 

to how the modern history of these cities shapes our perceptions of them. 

This course will focus on Pompeii and Herculaneum, also addressing material from sites like Stabiae, 

Boscoreale, Boscotrecase, and Oplontis. To complete a picture of Roman urbanism in Italy, we will 

also touch upon Ostia—Rome’s port city at the mouth of the Tiber River—as well as the Urbs itself 

(Rome). 

 

TEXTBOOKS AND COURSE RESOURCES 

Dobbins & Foss, eds. The World of Pompeii, 2007 (designated in the schedule as WoP) 

Ling, Pompeii: History, Life, and Afterlife, 2005 (designated in the schedule as Ling) 

 

Additional readings will be provided to the students in PDF format through the course folder or will be made 

available on reserve at Barret Library. Powerpoints from class presentations, all handouts, assignments, and a 

copy of the syllabus are available in the course folder on the academic server. 

 

Here is a page with some essential Pompeii links, to be updated throughout the semester: 

http://tronchin.wordpress.com/2013/01/02/pompeii-links/ 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Short paper due: February 28        Video project due: April 22        Final exam: April 29, 8:30AM 

Quizzes: Jan. 25, Feb. 4, Feb. 22, March 8, April 1, April 17 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 

The requirements of this course are regular, punctual attendance, regular participation in class 

discussion, the completion of each day’s reading assignment prior to the class meeting, and the 

completion of all assignments and exams by the date indicated here on the syllabus. 

 

There will be six scheduled quizzes throughout the semester, as noted on the syllabus. These will be 

short (about 10 minutes) and will evaluate your knowledge and understanding of key terms, 

monuments, and concepts discussed in class and in the readings. No make-up quizzes are allowed; 

the lowest grade will be dropped. Material from the quizzes may also appear on the final exam. 

 

All students will complete a short paper: a description of a Pompeian residence, its contents, and its 

inhabitants. This 750-1000-word assignment will deal with the variety of houses as well as living 

conditions in an ancient Roman city. Due: February 28. 

 

Students--in groups of three--will also create a short video guide to a monument in Pompeii. The 5-6-

minute video will serve as a kind of visual interpretation of a site in the city or some specific aspect of 

daily life. This is an opportunity for creativity, to be sure, but the information presented in the video 

should be supported by research into archaeological and historical evidence. A handout (one page, 

back and front) should also accompany the video. Due: April 22. 

 

During the last week of class, these videos will be screened and all students will write a peer 

evaluation of the projects. This is an in-class assignment designed as a means to offer feedback on 

both the form and content of students’ projects. Students will also have an opportunity to write a 

short written reflection on the challenges and rewards of creating their video and the group-project 

experience. Students must complete all peer evaluations to receive full credit for this assignment. 

 

There will be one exam during the final exam period. The exam will be comprised of slide 

identification and discussion as well as short essays. The exam material comes from class lectures, 

class discussion, and reading assignments. 

 

Further details about the assignments and tests will be given out well before the due date. 

 

Evaluation/Basis of grading 

Quizzes  25% (or 5% each) 

Short paper  15% 

Video guide project 25% 

Peer evaluation 10% 

Final exam  25% 
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ATTENDANCE POLICY, MAKE-UP EXAMS, AND EXTENSIONS  

Class attendance is essential for your understanding of the material. Monuments and objects not 

pictured or discussed in the textbook will frequently be addressed in class, so presence in lecture will 

be beneficial to your grade. Attendance will be taken on a regular basis, especially at the beginning of 

the semester so that Professor Tronchin can get to know you. 

 

Make-up exams are only allowed under compelling circumstances (e.g. a death in the family) or in the 

case of illness. In the event of the latter, excused absences will be granted only with a physician’s 

note. Please plan your semester wisely as make-up exams/quizzes will not be granted for students 

leaving early for vacations or traveling for weddings, for example. 

 

Extensions for assignments will only be granted under compelling circumstances and before the due 

date of the paper. 

 

Students with extracurricular activities (athletics, mock trial, etc.) that will require them to miss one 

or more classes during the semester should speak to Prof. Tronchin before anticipated absences. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND THE HONOR CODE 

All work for this course it to be completed in accordance with the Rhodes College Honor Code. 

Plagiarism in particular will not be tolerated. If you have questions about plagiarism, please speak to 

Prof. Tronchin. 

 

TECHNOLOGY POLICY 

A TRUTH: Technology breaks. Servers go down, formats are not compatible, files become corrupt. The 

list goes on. These are not considered emergencies. They are part of the normal production process. 

Protect yourself by managing your time and backing up your work. Do not trust your computer to 

function correctly at the last minute! Technological malfunctions will not be accepted as an excuse 

for late work. 

 

CONTACTING PROF. TRONCHIN 

� Email is best: tronchinf@rhodes.edu 

� Please include ART253 somewhere in the subject line of your email. 

� Treat emails to all your professors as professional correspondence; please use proper 

grammar, spelling, salutations & sign-offs. 

� See Prof. Tronchin during office hours in Clough 420, or make an appointment. 
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COURTESY POLICIES 

To avoid disturbing your classmates and instructor, please observe the following policies: 

� Arrive to class on time. 

� Please set all cell phones to a silent mode. Any student responding to a phone call while in 

class will be asked to leave and will not be allowed to return to that class meeting. No texting 

during class; it is distracting to both your professor and your fellow students. 

� Using laptop computers is permitted in class. Using such a computer for Facebook, gaming, 

etc. is not allowed. 

� Drinking (water, coffee) is permitted in class; eating is not. 

� Be respectful of other points of view expressed by your fellow classmates. 

� Be present—in both mind & body—at class meetings. You will get a much better rest in a bed 

than at your desk during a lecture. In other words: no sleeping in class. 

� A good grade in this course comes from hard work, not from just showing up. 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESS in this course (and others) 

� Keep up with reading assignments. 

� Spend time looking at the artworks included in the reading assignments and review material 

on a weekly basis. In other words: don’t plan to cram the night before the exam. 

� Begin assignments early. 

� Exchange email addresses or phone numbers with a few classmates; arrange a study group. 

� Take advantage of instructor’s office hours. 

� Do not hesitate to ask questions or clarify points during class meetings. 

� Check your email frequently for announcements about class meetings and assignments. 

 

 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

If a student has a documented disability and wishes to receive academic accommodations, the 

student should first contact the Office of Student Disability Services (x3994) and then provide the 

professor with an accommodation form as soon as possible. 

 

 

SAFE ZONE 

Professor Tronchin, her classrooms, and her office are Safe Zones. See the following page if you are 

unfamiliar with Safe Zones on the Rhodes campus: http://www.rhodes.edu/campuslife/11503.asp 

Please do not hesitate to speak with Prof. Tronchin about LGBTIQ issues. 
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SCHEDULE 

NB: Dates and topics are subject to change. Such changes will be announced in class and by email. 

 

9 January┆┆┆┆ Introduction to the course 

 

11 January┆┆┆┆ Why Pompeii? 

Reading: Ling, Introduction  

 

14 January┆┆┆┆ Ancient Italy Bootcamp, Getting to Know the Romans 

Reading: Guzzo, WoP 

 

16 January┆┆┆┆ “The cloud was rising from a mountain..”: The eruption of Vesuvius, the warning signs 

Reading: Sigurdsson, WoP; Ling, Chapter 5 

 

18 January┆┆┆┆    How do we know what we know? Historical sources on Pompeii 

Reading: Descoeudres, WoP 

 

21 January┆┆┆┆ NO CLASS MLK Jr. Day 

 

23 January┆┆┆┆ From the ashes (and pumice): Rediscovery of Pompeii & Herculaneum 

Reading: Ling, Chapter 7 

 

25 January┆┆┆┆ Rediscovery, Part 2 

Reading: Foss, WoP 

⇒QUIZ 1 

 

28 January┆┆┆┆    Our friends and neighbors: Pompeii before the Romans 

Readings: Geertman, WoP; Ling, Chapter 2 

 

30 January┆┆┆┆    Getting around: The city plan of Pompeii 

Readings: Ling, Westfall, Chiaramonte, WoP; Ling, Chapter 3 

 

(31 January: Prof. Tronchin gives a presentation on her research, 4PM) 

 

1 February┆┆┆┆    The city plan of Pompeii, Part 2 

Readings: Adam, WoP; Ling, Chapter 4 
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4 February┆┆┆┆    “You can always go downtown”: The Forum of Pompeii 

Readings: Dobbins, WoP 

⇒QUIZ 2 

 

6 February┆┆┆┆    The Forum of Pompeii and other Roman fora 

Reading: Ling, pp. 97-106 

(7 February: Lecture by Prof. Steve Tuck, evening) 

 

8 February┆┆┆┆    Guest presentation by Prof. Tuck; topic TBA 

 

11 February┆┆┆┆    The people in your neighborhood: Social classes in Pompeii 

Readings: Jongman, Bernstein, WoP 

 

13 February┆┆┆┆    Social classes, Part 2 

Reading: George, WoP 

 

15 February┆┆┆┆    Better Homes and Gardens: Introduction to Roman Domestic Architecture  

Readings: Bergmann, “Housing and Households: The Roman World” (PDF); Allison, WoP 

 

18 February┆┆┆┆    “The Typical Roman House,” Early residences in Pompeii 

Readings: Wallace-Hadrill, Peterse, Jones & Robinson, WoP 

 

20 February┆┆┆┆    Why there is no such thing as “Ancient Hoarders”: Contents of Pompeiian houses 

Reading: Berry, WoP 

 

22 February┆┆┆┆    Domestic decoration: Frescoes, mosaics, sculpture 

Readings: Strocka, Clarke, Fant, WoP 

⇒QUIZ 3 

 

25 February┆┆┆┆    Houses of the Rich & Famous: Pompeii 

Reading: Zanker, “The Roman House as a Theater for the Joys of Life” (PDF) 

 

27 February┆┆┆┆    Houses of the Rich & Famous: Pompeii and Herculaneum 

Reading: Dickmann, WoP 

 

1 March┆┆┆┆    MLIA: “Middle Class” Housing in Pompeii 

Reading: Tronchin, “The Sculpture of the Casa di Octavius Quartio at Pompeii” (PDF) 
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4 March┆┆┆┆    The ‘Burbs: The Villa of the Mysteries, Pompeii and Villa A, Oplontis 

Reading: Moorman, WoP 

 

6 March┆┆┆┆    The ‘Burbs: The Villa of the Papyri, Herculaneum 

Reading: Jashemski, WoP; Berry, “Karl Weber and the Villa of the Papyri” (PDF) 

 

8 March┆┆┆┆    Group project meetings, consultations with Prof. Tronchin 

By this date, you and your teammates should have selected a topic for the project and begun 

researching and outlining the main points of your guide. We’ll discuss the basic parameters of the 

assignment (video + handout) and specific sources of research for individual projects. 

⇒QUIZ 4 

 

18 March┆┆┆┆    Entertainment in Pompeii: The theaters 

Reading: Parslow, WoP 

 

20 March┆┆┆┆    Blood, guts, and sand: The amphitheater and its entertainments 

Reading: Ling, pp. 138-141 

 

22 March┆┆┆┆    Di pia facta vident: Religion in Pompeii 

Readings: De Caro, Small, WoP; Ling pp. 107-114 

 

25 March┆┆┆┆    So fresh and so clean: Water, baths, and bathing in Pompeii 

Reading: Jansen, WoP  

 

27 March┆┆┆┆    Water, baths, and bathing in Pompeii, Part 2 

Reading: Koloski-Ostrow, WoP 

 

29 March┆┆┆┆    ..And no play: Industry in Pompeii 

Readings: Ling, pp. 115-128; Pirson, WoP 

 

1 April┆┆┆┆    Industry in Pompeii, Part 2 

Reading: Aldrete, “The Economy and Ancient Rome” (PDF) 

⇒QUIZ 5 

 

3 April┆┆┆┆    Nunc est bibendum: Food and drink in Pompeii 

Reading: DeFelice, WoP; http://www.pompeii-food-and-drink.org/ 

 

5 April┆┆┆┆    Memento mori: Death and Burial in Pompeii 

Reading: Cormack, WoP 
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8 April┆┆┆┆    Group project meetings, consultations with Prof. Tronchin 

By this time, significant progress should have been made on your projects. This class meeting is for 

troubleshooting and discussing challenges in the project. 

 

10 April┆┆┆┆    Death and Burial in Pompeii, Part 2 

Reading:  Aldrete, “Living and Dying in Ancient Rome” (PDF) 

 

12 April┆┆┆┆    Roman City Showdown I: Pompeii vs. Herculaneum 

Reading: TBA 

 

15 April┆┆┆┆    Roman City Showdown II: Pompeii vs. Ostia 

Reading: Kleiner, “Ostia: Port and Mirror of Rome” (PDF) 

 

17 April┆┆┆┆    Pompeii’s living statues: Giuseppe Fiorelli and the victims of Vesuvius 

Reading: Lazer, WoP 

⇒QUIZ 6 

 

19 April┆┆┆┆    Pop Pompeii: The ancient city in modern times 

 

22 April┆┆┆┆    Screening of video guides, evaluations 

All video files--whether your group is screening today or not--must be uploaded by 11:30AM today! 

 

24 April┆┆┆┆    Screening of video guides, evaluations 

 

29 April 8:30AM┆┆┆┆Final Exam, Clough 417 

 

 

 

 

 


