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INTRODUCTORY SOCIOLOGY
Anthropology/Sociology (ANSO) 105
Spring 2002, MWF 10:20-11:20, Clough 102

Lizabeth Zack
107 Clough, 843-3932
ZACKL @rhodes.edu
Office hrs: TTh 3-4, or by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is an introduction to the study of human social relations and interactions. It provides an overview of the
field of sociology and its history, as well as general sociological concepts, theories, and methods. We begin by
discussing the nature of a sociological imagination and perspective and how it helps us to better understand our
societies and ourselves. The rest of the course is an exploration of different types of social relationships and groups,
how and why they are constituted, and the role they play in structuring our everyday lives. Along the way, we
address some of the classical sociological issues related to institutions, conflict, inequality, and social change.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING:

(1) Punctuality, Attendance and Participation — A good portion of the work we do is in the classroom, during
lectures and discussion, so regular punctuality, attendance and participation are required. Make sure to arrive for
class on time so as not to disturb others by coming in late. Attendance is taken at the beginning of class. It is your
responsibility to alert me of your presence (at the end of class) if you do arrive late, otherwise you will be marked
absent. Participation takes many forms including asking and answering questions, commenting on readings and
lectures, contributing to a discussion. Active participation requires that you come to class prepared. Your
attendance, punctuality and engaged presence are essential for the course and count for 20% of your final grade.

(2) Exercises/Assignments — Frequently, | assign brief writing exercises to be done outside of class. Make sure to
complete them by the due date indicated. They correspond to the issues treated that week and help you to digest
them. Handing assignments in late defeats the purpose. Quality is indicated by the following system: Y+ (approx A
range), \ (approx B range), \ - (approx C range). These assignments count for 30% of your final grade.

(3) Exams/Essays — The mid-term assignment is a presentation and written essay. The final exam is a written essay
due during exam week. Together these count for the remaining 50% of your grade (@25% for each one).

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Purchase these books at the bookstore. I will announce and distribute any additional readings.

Joel M. Charon, ed., The Meaning of Sociology. Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall. 6™ edition.

K. Finsterbusch, ed., Sources: Notable Selections in Sociology. Dushkin/McGraw-Hill. 3" edition.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
The basic format we follow for the semester consists of two days (M,W) for lecture and one day (F) of discussion.

1 - Introduction to the course

Jan 9 Syllabus and handouts

Jan 11 What is sociology?

2 — Sociological Imagination

Jan 14 Read Sources Chpt. 1; Meaning 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4
Jan 16 Read Sources 2.2

Jan 18 Assignment due/discussion

3 — Sociological Paradigms
Jan 21 No class
Jan 23, 25 Read Sources 2.3, 3.3, 7.1


mailto:ZACKL@rhodes.edu

4 — Sociological Investigation
Jan 28, 30 Read Meaning 5, 6, selections from A. Giddens
Feb 1 Assignment due/discussion

5 — Social Relations, Interactions, Structures
Feb 4,6 Read Meaning Part I, IV
Feb 8 Assignment due/discussion

6 — Organizations and Bureaucracy
Feb 11, 13 Read Sources Chpt. 6
Febl5 Assignment due/discussion

7 — Social Institutions and Socialization

Feb 18 Read Meaning Part 2; Sources 3.1

Feb 20 Select groups, read from Meaning Part X, XI; Sources Chpts. 10-13
Feb 22,25,27  Group presentations (=midterm)

Fall break

8 — Stratification and social inequality
Mar 11,13 Meaning Part V; Sources Chpts. 7, 8

9 — Racial Inequality
Mar 15,18 Meaning Part VI; Sources 9.1,9.2

10 — Gender Inequality
Mar 20,22 Meaning Part VII; Sources 9.3, 9.4

11 - Culture and Identity

Mar 25 Assignment due; Meaning Part V1II
Mar 27 Sources 2.1, 2.4, 2.5

Mar 29 No class

12 — Social Change

Aprl Meaning Part XII

Apr 3 Film

Apr 5 Assignment due/discussion

13 — Collective Action and Social Movements
Apr 8 Sources 15.1, 15.2, Meaning 57
Apr 10, 12 Assignment due/discussion

14 — Globalization
Apr 15,17 Sources Chpts. 14, 16; NewY orker article
Apr 19 Assignment due/discussion

15 — Reflections
Apr 22,24 Meaning 62, 63
Apr 26 Hand out final essay

May 1 Final Essay due
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