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Rhodes Eliminates
Japanese Program

By Matt Marcotte
Statf Writer

As of the end of spring semester
1999, Rhodes will no longer offer a
full-time Japanese program, accord-
ing to Associate Professor and Chair
of Foreign Languages Valerie
Nollan.

“The program was not cancelled
for any single reason, and it was a
difficult decision to make,” said
Nollan.

Senator Chip Hodge (’00) re-
ported the cutback to RSG, which
in turn referred the matter to the
RSG Academic Affairs committee.
Senator Kate Bishop (’99), the com-
mittee chair, spoke on September 11
with Dean of Academic Affairs John
Planchon concerning the changes in
the academic program.

According to Bishop’s report of
her interview with Planchon, the
Japanese program will indeed be re-

moved from the college curriculum,
but “Japanese 201 will be offered
[fall semester 1999] so that anyone
currently enrolled in Japanese 102
can complete the core language re-
quirement.”

Enrollment in the Japanese pro-
gram has declined by 33% in recent
years, according to statistics sup-
plied to Bishop. There are currently
three students on the campus with
declared minors in Japanese.

One concern expressed by
Hodge in his comments to RSG was
a perceived lack of student and fac-
ulty input in making the cutback
decision.

Bishop’s report states, “Ten-
ured faculty members of the For-
eign Language Department along
with the Curriculum Committee
consulted to decide where the de-
partment wanted to go in terms of
courses offered. . . Both faculty and

students that will be affected by this
change were notified last May.”

Despite the elimination of the
Japanese program, opportunities for
the study of Asian languages will not
be eliminated. Next year, the col-
lege intends to offer a full program
in Chinese.

Bishop notes in her report that,
according to Planchon, “the College
is seeking a Ph:D. with a broad base
of knowledge in Chinese culture and
language, so that more cultural and
historical classes may be offered
rather than strictly language
classes.”

The expansion of Chinese is in-
tended to complement already ex-
isting programs in Chinese history
and international politics.

Planchon did not respond to
The Sou’wester’s inquiries before
press time. Japanese Instructor
Kumiko Inden refused to comment.

Photo by Chris McKenzie

Professors file in for the 150th Founder’s Day Convocation. The
address was delivered by Associate Professor Steve Wirls.

Seidman Award To Be Discontinued

By Heather Lockridge and
Kathryn Royster
Staff Writer and News Editor

Rhodes’ prestigious Frank E.
Seidman Distinguished Award in
Political Economy celebrates its 25th
and final anniversary this year.

“l want to conclude [the
award’s] presentation while it is at
an apex,” said P. K. Seidman, who
founded the award in honor of his
brother, a political economist.

“[The award] has fulfilled its
mission ... [It] has both memorial-
ized Frank E. Seidman and recog-
nized 25 eminent economists, five
of whom are Nobel Laureates,”
stated Distinguished Service Profes-
sor Emeritus Mel Grinspan, who has
directed the award for 22 years.

“I think we need to look at [the
cancellation] positively,” said Asso-
ciate Professor of Economics Chuck

Orvis. “All good things must corne '

to an end.”

Seidman “had good reasons” for
cancelling the award, remarked Pro-
fessor of Economics Marshall
McMahon, referring to Seidman's
belief that the award had fulfilled its
purpose. “P. K. Seidman did us a fa-
vor [by funding the award]. I’'m just
grateful,” McMahon said.

The award has brought “some of
the greatest academicians in the
world” to Rhodes, according to
Grinspan.

The program’s $25,000 hono-
rarium is thought to be second only
to the Nobel Prize, and, according
to Rhodes President James Daugh-
drill, the award has enhanced
Rhodes’s academic reputation.

“It has meant a lot to me and the
department and the students,” said
McMahon. “It has been a mecha-
nism by which the department has

'had contact' with very prestigious

economists. I will miss that.”

Regarding whether Rhodes will
replace the Seidman Award with a
comparable prize, Orvis said, “We
hope to see something in the future,
but at this point we don’t know.”

Daughdrill remarked, “We are
most fortunate that [P. K.
Seidman’s] interests will continue in
other academic programs, including
the continuing Seidman Town Hall
Lecture Series.”

The final Seidman Award will be
presented to Jagdish Bhagwati, a
Professor of Economics and Politi-
cal Science at Columbia University,
on September 19 ata banquet in the
Bryan Campus Life Center.

Bhagwati will give a public
presentation on international
trade and the Asian economy on
September 18 at 3:00 p.m. in
Hardie Auditorium.

A panel discussion will follow

the presentation. Panel members
include Rhodes’s Distinguished
Professor of International Studies
John E. Copper and Nobel Laure-
ates Dr. Kenneth Arrow, Dr. Rob-
ert Solow, and Dr. James Tobin.
Bhagwati earned degrees at
Bombay University, Cambridge
University,and MIT. His research
interests include international
trade, particularly free trade, and

immigration and policy reforms.
He is the author of Protectionism,
published in 1988, and the upcom-
ing book Feuds Over Free Trade.
According to Grinspan,
Bhagwati is one of the foremost
international trade theorists of his
generation. He has made contri-
butions to political economy, de-
velopmental theory and policy,
public finance, and immigration.
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The article “Postgraduate Schol-
arship Committee Directs Students”
in this issue of The Sou’westerraises
some interesting questions about
opportunities for postgraduate fel-
lowships. The Office of Academic
Affairs has established an unofficial
Postgraduate Scholarship Commit-
tee to help Rhodes students apply
for prestigious scholarships such as
the Rhodes, the Fullbright, and the
Marshall. There are actually seven
scholarships for which the Commit-
tee helps Rhodes students apply (see
article, page 5), which include the
following:
* Rhodes Scholarships
® Marshall Scholarships
® Truman Scholarships
(awarded to juniors)

® Fulbright Grants

® Public Policy and Inter-
national Affairs (PPIA)
Fellowship Program
(awarded to juniors)

¢ Mellon Fellowships

¢ Madison Fellowships

If a student is interested in ap-
plying for a postgraduate scholar-
ship or fellowship other than the
“big eight” (the eighth scholarship
is the Rotary Scholarship, which is
handled through Wendy Rotter),
he or she must go to Career Ser-

" vices for help. The Post-Graduate

Scholarship Committee does not
review applications for other
scholarships.

To have a competitive applica-
tion, students applying for many
of these scholarships need to have
a GPA of at least 3.75. While this
is not the only factor the selection
committees consider for these
scholarships, it can be the factor
which takes many qualified stu-
dents out of the running. This
leaves a large percentage of the
Rhodes community without a com-
prehensive sounding board for their
scholarship applications.

Career Services is making sev-
eral efforts this year to help seniors
prepare for life after college. But can
they really provide the same guid-
ance a specialized committee can?

Staff Photographers
Circulation Assistants
Staff Writers

Business Assistants

If interested, please contact

Melody Barnett (barmj) or
Mary McCoy (mccme)

Most Students Not Eligible For “Big 8”

Rhodes students who are applying
for important, prestigious scholar-
ships that fall outside the “big eight”
are denied this kind of guidance.

According to the Office of Aca-
demic Affairs, ten students (six jun-
iors and four seniors) applied for
“big eight” scholarships last year. No
students are applying for Rhodes
Scholarships this year. According to
these numbers, the Committee’s ef-
forts serve a very small percentage
of the student body. While we do
not deny that their efforts are help-
ful to this handful of students, we
question the effectiveness of a pro-
gram that serves so few and leaves
s0 many without an extensive appli-
cation screening process.

We are pleased to see that the
Office of Academic Affairs is con-
tacting members of the classes of
’00,’01, and ’02 to begin early prepa-
ration for prestigious scholarships.
It is very likely that the number of
students eligible to apply for these
awards will rise over the next few
years.

These students will need to be

well-prepared if they are to be com-
petitive candidates for the awards.
Perhaps the Office of Academic Af-
fairs should provide more detailed
information on these scholarships,
particularly profiles of past winners.
For example, if students had an idea
of successful candidates’ GPAs, un-
dergraduate courses of study, cam-
pus involvement, and application
proposals, they might be more able
to determine if the scholarship is, in
fact, a good match for them.

Despite the steps that the Office
of Academic Affairs has taken to in-
form students of the scholarships
early, this does not change the fact
that the class of '99 has in some ways
fallen through the cracks. Even
those who might have been quali-
fied for these scholarships have
found that it is too late to apply for
the biggest awards, and that they are
unable to receive assistance in ap-
plying for smaller ones.

Perhaps the Office should begin
with a less exclusive focus before
making a selective push towards the
“big eight.” ;

Get Money For
Your Organization

27,at 1:00 p.m.

financial re)
must attend.

Administration.

allocations.

further information.

¢ The Allocations Board will assign
to Rhodes student groups on Sunday, September

¢ An Allocations Training Session will be held
Sunday, September 20, from 12:00-2:30. The
location will be announced. A treasurer or
presentative from each organization

¢ Interested organizations must have a
constitution that has been ratified bgtheir (Froup
and approved by both RSG and the

¢ Approximately five to six thousand dollars
are available. These funds are earmarked for
organizations that missed spring 1998

¢ Contact Jason Javarone at x3388 or JAVJA for

Information compiled by David Elder

fall funds
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The Secret To Becoming A Mythic Hero

Most columns have a point. That
is the nature of the medium. To ex-
press a point of some kind, whether it

per or you could be rereading the bril-
liant article about the international
students for the fifth time (I'm not
above shameless self-promotion) if it
weren’t for me and my rambling col-
umn.

Well, good people of Rhodes, I
will not waste any more of your pre-
cious time. Let me be honest with you.
I don’t havea point. I ran out of points

do. Now all of you who have been at
Rhodes for more than four minutes
know what having ‘stuff’ to do means.
It means that all my professors and
organizational leaders had a confer-
ence Wednesday night where they dis-
cussed how to give me more ‘stuff’ to
do in a forty-eight hour period than
was humanly possible.

This was what was assigned to me

is of incredible significance or of the on Wednesday. So, instead of trying  over this two day period in no par-
highest degree of triviality. Or,ifthey  to use my space to inspire you to go ticular order: I had to read a chapter
don’t have a point, they at least tryto  out and fight “the Man” who hovers  of biology, read Thomas Pynchon,
promote an agenda of sorts that rep-  over the Rhodes community,ortoen- think about Pynchon, write my news-
resents the beloved ideals of the au-  lighten you on some brilliant meta-  paper article, memorize the lyrics to
thor. The writer 52nd Street, put
of the column is out Cereal Info,
oftenreferred to ||  On Thursday, the gods unanimously spat in my face. || writeacolumn,
as the columnist, blow up the
but he or she is second Death
not always limited to this nomencla-  physical revelation that came to me  Star, swim across the Atlantic while

ture. Many have been known as
freaks, hate-mongers, geniuses, mo-
rons, zealots, boring, egomaniacs,
baby-haters, Barry Manilow fans, etc.

Now, you as a reader are probably
wondering what in heaven is this fool
babbling on and on about? I mean, a
columnist should have a point,and he
or she should have bloody well got-
ten to it by the second paragraph. You
could almost be finished with the pa-

while watching The Dating Game
alone in my bed at one in the morn-
ing, I will use this space to communi-
cate how I sort of went insane earlier
this week. You see, dear reader, you
won’t have to draw any points or
moral truths from my little tale.

On Thursday, the gods unani-
mously spat in my face. Challenge
upon challenge was thrown in my di-
rection. On Thursday I had ‘stuff’ to

talking with the dolphins, do a solo
performance of The Barber of Seville
in the amphitheater, etc.

Now I may be exaggerating a tad
(I only had to perform the first half
of The Barber of Seville), but you
should get the picture that I had a lot
to do. You may ask yourself, “Did he
get all of this done? No. The thing is
that, instead of actually getting any-
thing accomplished, I panicked and

then slowly fell into insanity. I sat
alone in my room listening to Born in
the USA and eating these candy bars
that Res Life gave me to give out to
my residents (Sorry, guys— there are
two left in my room. First come, first
serve).

Anyway, it’s sufficient to say that
I slowly slipped into madness. The
first thing to go was my hygiene. 1
won'’t elaborate anymore on this. |
then became convinced that I was a
godlike figure that should be wor-
shipped by my residents. This
ended as soon as Residence Life sent
someone to kill me, and then I real-
ized that Heart of Darkness was ac-
tually a rather tedious text, and that
Kurtz is in no way the ideal arche-
type for an R.A.

I then became convinced that 1
was a mythic hero and destined to
follow Joseph Campbell’s archetype
for the mythic hero (I still hadn’t
done my homework). So, I packed
up my bags on Friday, slipped Born
to Run in the tape deck, and set off
to my beloved homeland of
Northport, Alabama. I had to trav-
el through the dangerous under-
world of Mississippi, where I had to
battle with unimaginable creatures.

But that’s for another column, or,
perhaps, an epic poem that will be
sung in Old English.

Not much happened at home.
Saw some old friends, talked to one
person who thought I hated her
(whichIdon't),and watched Alabama
football. I wasalso told that I wasn’ta
mythic hero by the majority of the
people I met. The ones that I tried to
fight were especially vocal. However,
I came back here and pulled an all -
nighter. End of story.

Now you maybe wonder, “So
what?” Well, readers of The Sow'wester,
I'm afraid I lied to you. There may
have actually been a point to this. Not
much of one, and I don’t think I suc-
cessfully communicated it, but, nev-
ertheless, I honestly believe a moral
might can be drawn from this. Here
it goes: It’s good to go home some-
times. ] was able to pick up some jeans
for the upcoming winter months and
I was able to see some of the people
that I haven’t seen for a while. Now,
this is probably what I should have
written this column about, i.e. the val-
ues of going home, etc., but you've all
heard that a thousand times.

None of you, however, knew I was
a mythic hero._

Include Health Insurance In Aid Packages

It wasn’t that long ago that we
were all up and coming first-years on
our way to Rhodes. The months be-
fore our arrival in Memphis were
probably full of worry in our attempt
to cover all of our financial bases be-
fore classes began in the fall. While
filling out loan and scholarship appli-
cations, we took a trip down a new
road of anxiety. After the tuition was
accounted and paid for, we arrived at
Rhodes for the first time, faced with
the unexpected high costs of books
and health insurance rates that would
hit our wallets like a ton of bricks. All
students enrolled at Rhodes are re-
quired to have health insurance, but
where are we going to find the money
to purchase the Rhodes health insur-
ance plan?

As an independent student (like
other dependent students, I'm sure),
I held a full-time summer job that

helped to cushion the expenses wait-

-------------

ing for me upon my arrival back at
Rhodes. Many students work hard
over the summer to have enough
money to purchase books and to
avoid having a debt looming over their
heads from the bookstore.

After paying for books, car insur-
ance, phone bills, travel expenses, car
maintenance, everyday living, credit
card bills, etc., many students are faced
with having to purchase a medical
insurance policy with increased rates
and decreased coverage.

I understand that the cost of in-
surance has increased with the num-
ber of accidents rising and Mother
Nature making her presence known
around the United States, but many
of us are unable to pay out-of-pocket
for the cost of medical insurance
through Rhodes.

Lots of Rhodes students are for-
tunate enough to be covered under
their parents’ medical insurance
through their jobs or through private
plans, but there are some Rhodes stu-
dents whose last resort is to purchase
a plan through the College. The plan
isn’t half bad, but the cost to purchase
the plan may be too high to pay up
front. Students in this situation are

. 1
vl

faced with the fact that every student  to be considered enrolled for the cur-  cost is included in the financial pack-
who is enrolled at Rhodes must have  rent semester. Let’s face it, Rhodesis age. We are also required to have
health insurance. Without it, they takinga big risk if something were to  health insurance in order to attend
cannot be enrolled as students. happen to an uninsured student. classes at Rhodes. If a student chooses
The Health Center at Rhodes may There is a lot to think about fi- to go with the Rhodes health insur-
sometimes grant a student temporary  nancially when one is attending col-  ance plan, why not include it as an
enrollment clearance with the under-  lege. In times of financial stresswhen  option in the financial aid package?
standing that he or she will be pur-  dealing with college costs, I oftenthink  Why not add the cost of books to the
chasing insurance within the about how some of that stresscanbe package as well?
following week. Studentsin thissitu- alleviated. Some of us cannot afford to pay
ation have a few options. With the issues of purchasing up front for our books. If we are un-
One, they can purchase the books and health insurance, I often  able to dish over the cash, we are faced
Rhodes plan for with having to pay
“d‘.ls;“‘“'“' Lots of Rhodes students are fortunate enough || the bill before the
o, they can A : B opening of the next
call the insurance ]|  t0 De covered under their parents’ medical insur- Aesimtar- Ty
company that ance plans. . . but there are some Rhodes stu- must be done in or-
ha:ilﬁ'ih Rh‘::‘fs dents whose last resort is to purchase a plan || der B m"(-l
an em their ment clearance an
situation. A pos- thmug h the College & to receive our
sible monthly pay- grades at the end of
ment plan to cover the cost of the wonder if changes could be made to  each year. Maybe an option of $300 or
insurance might be discussed at that offer options to the financial package  $350, for example, can be added to the
time. here at Rhodes. To alleviate the im-  financial aid package per semester to
Three, temporary health insur- mediate stress of buying books and  cover the cost of books, because we all
ance may be purchased through the health insurance up front,itwouldbe  know we are required to have these in
company handling Rhodes’ student  nice if Rhodes offered to include the  order to get through our classes.
insurance, Itisshorttermandcanbe costof health insurance in the finan- An option in the Rhodes financial
purchased in 30- to 185- day incre-  cial aid package. aid package to include the cost of books
ments. This will give the students Weare required tobeonthemeal and Rhodes Health Insurance - what

health insurance and also allow them

plan if we are living on campus; this

do you think?
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