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T1~re Highwai,_j~ggern~uit.· (co~i~)·:· . :,:.:."" _::t~~ , 
By TCIJ WICKER b~t, aiplficuUy, It the~ Ume tbe . 

WASHlNGTO~ March 3 _The ·. IN THE NATION commluloll : employed 1a ·· environ· :· 
h ment.tl planner to conduce a quarter- · •, 

ounds are beainning to harry the million .doUar atudy ol 'how tO eue the .'_; 
flanks of the highway juggernaut as it impact ot the freeway on Ule nei&b·· .;: 
rolls along toward the grim possibility borhooda it will invade. , , . ··. · , -,, 
ot a paved America. That wu the Up-off that ..,irlal ap. : · 

The latest check · to its pollution- proval" by no meana iuw'tl c:onalnlc· : . 
laden advance was administered by tion of a road flrat plaMed aw.lve ; 
the Supreme Court, a welcome recruit y~rs aao. The Arllniton County Coun· ' 
to the cause. The Court held this week . cil 'oppo~ea the project aa now planned, 
that the interst.tte highway tycoons and there Ia • tlrolli cltluna' oppoti· 
have not proven their unavoidable lion to a road that will DOt only bil 
need to appropnate a 26-acre slice of noiay and a IOI.Ifce or polhwon but 
a 342-acre city D&rk In Memphis, Tenn.; will also rathu effectively cut · the 
in the absence ot such proor, no free- '"=unitY In two-all' in onar to 
way._ dump more automobll•• 1$1to tile over· 

The Jaw. the Court said, does not crowded atreets of Wa~ton. 
permit the Secretary of Transportation Even the Arlington area. Con&NII- · 
to authorize turning all or part of a · I!Wl, Joel Broyhill,. a 1tten1 ~· 
~ark into an interstate highway be- edvocate, may be thlAkiq aaain. Lut 
cau.~e that would cost Jess or be more year he supported ConarUaional actloa 
convenient fo the engineers or present in holdlna up fundi for Diltrict ot . 
fewer obstacles to the bulldozers; Columbia IUbway coutructiOD'· Wllll · 
rather the law perm ita Federal high- the district c:omplie4 . with .· ConJru- . 
way construction through parkland · sional directives to build ~ 

·-. :; 
. · , I~ 

1 .:, 
only as a last resort and if there- is trial, commercllli, construction and called the North Central Freeway · 

·absolutely no "feasible and prudent" political irtteresti. In order to keep the tltroU&h the heart of the Inner dty. ·. 
alternative. • contracta 'tollin& . . the juggernaut hu But .last week Mr. Broyhill told a~ · :; 

The Memphia pm route already had been puahett, flot ju6t between citlel interviewer; . . ; . ·· 
·been approved by two secretaries of ·. but l~to them-throush part1, reeiden- · M.~t the DiltriU of Columbia~ -· ·', 
Trallllportatlon, but the Court rulinl till neiahborhcxxls, btsineaa areas,. hJa- dona up to thia poilat pUla u.a ·aa . 
meant that the inue will have to be toric aite_._lmOiit anywhere the plan· . compliuce -'th the 1970 act • • , , • 
decided . again, this time with appro· nera have been . ~low~ to 11et iway . It jUJt naturally follow• that the ,_., ·.:· 
prialle public hearin&•· Justice Black, with it. · . · · will ba releued"-;~erllap~ wftbbl Wr- · • 
in a aeparate opinion, observed that But even motori&ta as avid as ·moat ty or forty 4&y1. 
\he record so far did nO\ show that .. ·American·• fil)ally are beginning to · This bad 119 direct COIUIICtiOil wftla 
th- Tr&D$port&tion Department (In realize that &··freeway ·between :hie the ·1·66 controvcray, but It may ..a 
eithet th~ J~hnaon or Nixon Admin· ouuklrts of Kansas City and _.lit: I..oia&ia represent a Dew warinua on Mr. aroy. · 
latrallons) ·"raised even a finaer . to . Ia one thinr~ but a freeway in the back· hill's part, With hi1 OWil c:onatitueQll 
comply wJUa the command of Con· > ~rd or _through downtovg la ~ SOI!'f!· ob~UJly up in· anna. la4led, clU&ea 
aress." : • \llbll. elae entirely. Everil en : jntlr- op~sition to urbaa fre,..aya it ln. 

That's tJre way It aoea in the world . ~lAg& n. one of the11 .,nelly 'ttvera • Cl'Uiilll eVerywhere. · · · 
of the hiJIIw•y Juuemaut, or ~td to;· · of .cohcllte _cd'·req\&fre f4iventy' itru But neluMr Ia Vlrainla, M~ 
"ow the people are beiinnlna to catdt ·of land. . ·· · · ,- ~ '- . Washlnatoa uor anywbere elM Ia tl!e 

· oil. . , What waa oriainally Intended, In the Wuhington ·vlciAity, the~ir· hl&bway J1111ernaut as yiC ill dleck-
ba~. in the El,lenhower Admlnistra· tinia Hlahway Commission cave "ftnal which . is a primary riiiOD why 10 
.Lioa.' as a nigh:speec1 Interstate high· approval" last month to lnterttate UtUe Is beilll done to develop hllb· 
way qatem has become an $80-blllion Jtoute 66 UlrouJh the burt of th• speed, . efficient and comfortable m111 
• -- - --- •~· • """lflomerate of indus· . hel\ily populated Arllngtoo suburb ~- ·tn.n~t within American cit1a. · 
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