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BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF R. B. SUGARMON, JR. 

 

EDUCATION: 

Born May 11, 1929, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee. 

Cooperative School, Memphis, Tennessee, grades 1 — 9; 

Morehouse College -- one year; A.B. degree from Rutgers University, 1950. 

LL.B. from Harvard Law School, 1953; graduate work in finance,  Boston University, 1955-1956. 

 

MILITARY SERVICE: 

United States Army, 1st Cavalry Division in Japan, 1953—55. Letter of commendation from Adjutant 

General AFFE. 

 

FAMILY: 

Married to Regina S. Sugarmon. 

Father of four children: a boy, Tarik Brant, born November 17, 1956, and three girls: Elena DeCosta, born 

September 13, 1958; Erika Marie, born December 3, 1963; Monique Arieal, born December 31, 1964. 

Father of two step-children: Two girls, Carolyn Spence, born December 6th, 1957 and Tina Spence, born 

July 18, 1956. 

 

CHURCH: 

Second Congregational Church, Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

PAST ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS: 

Co-holder, Omega Achievement Award, Memphis Chapter Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 1959; Russwurn 

Award Winner, 1960; Merit Award Winner 1963,N.A.A.C.P. 

Member, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity; Masons; Memphis Branch of the N.A.A.C.P. Executive Board; 

Tennessee Voting Registration League; Memphis Non-Partisan Registration Committee; Board Member 

of the Memphis Community Relations Committee; Tennessee Human Relations Council; Tennessee 

Chapter of Southern Christian Leadership Conference; 

Member, 85th General Assembly (State Representative) of Tennessee; member, Advisory committee of 

the Voter Education Project; Southern Regional Conference. 



Member, Tennessee Advisory Committee to United States Commission on Civil rights; Memphis-Shelby 

County Mental Health Society Board; participant in Urban Affairs Forum sponsored by the Brookins  

Institution in conjunction with Southwestern University; Special ambassador to Trinidad-Tabago 

Independence Ceremonies (appointed by President John F. Kennedy); participant in Planning Session, 

White House Conference "To Fulfill These Rights"; past State Chairman, Tennessee Voters Council; past 

President, Shelby County Democratic Club; member Shelby County Democratic Voters Council; past 

Cive-Chairman, Shelby County Democratic Party; Memphis Committee Operation Break-thru; past 

member, State Democratic  Executive Committee; member, State Democratic Executive Committee's 

State Supreme Court Nominating Committee member, National Rules Committee, 1972, National 

Democratic Convention; Memphis Charter Revision Commission. 

Member, Democratic National Committee; State Advisory Council to Legal Services Association; Bar 

Unification Commission (appointed by United States Supreme Court). 

Professional: Partner, firm of Ratner, Sugarmon, Lucas and Salky, Attorneys at Law, Memphis, Tennessee 

 


