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Exclusive eyecare experiences 
and one-of-a-kind eyewear.
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 @MadisonGrowler
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1620 Madison Ave.
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4049 Elvis Presley Blvd.
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1977 S. Third Street
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3237 Winchester Rd.

Lowest everyday prices on domestic, craft, 
specialty and import beer in Memphis

featuring our 

�����������������������
with convenient growler only checkout
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Voted Best Beer 
Selection in a Store

INSIDE THE 1620 MADISON AVENUE LOCATION
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Have 
You 
Been 
Injured?

����� � �������������������������
�� 
 �	��	��������������������������������	�����•�•�������
������•�����������������������������������������������•�•���•��������������•

����� � ��������������	������������•�����������������������•���������•���������•�����������
����������•������������•���������•��������•�������������	����•���������•������•����������� ��
���•�����		��	������•�������	����������•�­��������������•������������•����������€������•�����
•�����•�������•�������•������•�‚������������•������•�•�ƒ�������������•���������������•��������
�����������•�����•������•�����������	�������������������������������������������������������
����������������������•�•����������•�����„�	���•���…†‡ˆ‰������� � ����������•�‚���Š�•����
Š����•��•�‹��	��������•������•�•�ƒ����•��������	���������	��������������������Œ	�����
��������	��•��������•�����	��������•�������•����������•���������������������•�������•�	���������
	������•�����•����•�������•��•Ž	������� �

��������������������
������������	���•������ � ���������������•���ˆ‘‡
�������������������•�„���������
•����•�������•��•�•�������•�����	���������������•��	��������������•�•�ƒ������������������•�
’������������������ � ����������“�„����������‰‡ˆ•”‡‡•ˆˆ•†�����•����
��•�–•����•�������•��••

���� ����������	����������•����������������������••�—�������������	����������˜†‘™��������������
•����•�������•��••

����� � ��������
����
�	��������������������
����������������������•

••••�•���
�•�����
�� ������­€��‚ƒ„…•
†���� �����
�‡�� 

������
����
�	�����������
��
���� ���������������������������������
�������������
�	������•• �����������������
����������������������������
��•�
•••• ��������������

��•��� �­
Š���Š���

€‚ƒ‚��ƒ��
�„���­

š����‚������

‚„��­����ƒ�
Š���Š���

��ƒ‚ƒ��
������›�����

„����ƒ�­�
š����‚������

œ�	����������

�ƒ��­‚�����
������‚��€�„�‚
„����������•��

��������•�

„���­�•����ƒ�
����•��­�����ƒ�

Š������������

­�•������
��„�‚��

„����������•��

������œ��

‚�������’���������

������������
š����‚������

ž�������‚����
œ������‚•�����
Š�������������
„����������•��

Ÿ���„����
š�����œ�•��

�������œ����
������Š�����•���������

¡������
������

œ���������������
¡�•���Š���

Š���Š���
š���•����������

���������
����������
���
������������������
�����

�	������������
�
��
����������������
�����������������
��

Certifying LGBT Businesses. 
Connecting Our Communities.
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212 Adams Avenue   Memphis, TN 38103    F: 901-888-6826

PHONE IS ANSWERED 24/7

Practicing criminal, bankruptcy and family law in Memphis since 1992

DON’T SETTLE FOR WHAT 
THE INSURANCE COMPANY 

WANTS TO GIVE YOU...

Don’t Get Caught Up In 
The Legal Issues.

Call Us For Help.

Same-Day Consultation

www.josephozmentlaw.comJOSEPH S. OZMENT

CALL TODAY!  (901) 525-4357
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I’m a young queer kid in my early twenties. 

I know that things haven’t always been 

so easy for boys like me—honestly, they 

aren’t always so easy now—but recently it 

has really hit home. I don’t know whether 

it has been all of the media coverage of the 

50th anniversary of the Stonewall uprising 

or whether I’m just ready as a person to 

understand my own history, but it has 

started to hit me just how hard things were 

even one generation ago. 

I want to do something to honor my elders 

and show how much I respect and appreciate 

what they went through, but I feel like 

just saying thank you sounds hollow. Any 

suggestions?

   Thanks,

   Standing on the Shoulders 

„�����˜•�†����ˆ
What a beautiful sentiment. I think writing 

this letter was a good start, and I am 

�J�V�U�Ä���K�L�U�[���[�O�H�[���`�V�\���^�P�S�S���I�L���H�I�S�L���[�V���T�H�Y�Z�O�H�S��

your time and talents in a way that will truly 

honor those whose footsteps marched before 

you on the path to equality and freedom.

†
��
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First, let me remind you that you are truly standing on the shoulders of giants, but 
it is also your shoulders that will be there for future generations. Most heroes of the 
past didn’t choose to be heroes—they just responded to the struggles and injustices 
before them. The men and women of Stonewall didn’t plan to become icons—they just 
wanted to gather in peace and safety. Look around you. What are the injustices you 
see in your world? Pick one, � nd out what people are doing to respond and change 
that situation. Join in their efforts or begin your own. The best way to honor the 
accomplishments of prior generations is to keep doing the work to make this world 
better for everyone.

Another thing you can do is to be vocal about how the sacri� ces and work of 
previous generations have inspired you to move forward on your own journey. 
You have the unique advantage of being in a moment of understanding but still 
remembering what it was like to not yet understand. Be gentle with those who have 
not yet seen beyond their own experience and share the stories that have inspired 
you. You might end up building a community committed to honoring your heroes 
together.

Consider also how you can use your time and talents to honor your heroes 
directly. It is clear from your letter that you have a good command of the written 
word. You can use that to write stories, craft interviews, compose articles, or even 
author advice columns, any of which will give you opportunities to honor your 
elders. If writing isn’t your preference, you can apply any talent to the work—
whether your talents are artistic, managerial, presentational, or other. The 
challenges before us and the history behind us need people to compile data just 
as much as they need people to paint portraits and make documentaries. 

Finally, if time is scarce but money available, it is always worthwhile to fund 
the work of other people who are doing good work in the world. Check with 
your local LGBTQ community organization to see how they are serving local 
senior. Nationally, you can check out SAGE (sageusa.org), an advocacy and 
services organization focused on the LGBTQ elder community. There are also 
organizations all over the country dedicated to preserving LGBTQ history. For 
example, the Invisible Histories Project (https://invisiblehistory.org) is working 
to preserve the history of LGBTQ life in the South. The organization began in 
Alabama, has expanded in to Mississippi and Georgia, and aims to reach the 
entirety of the Southeast within 10 years. 

Ultimately, you can honor the work of those who paved the way for you 
to live openly and freely as an LGBTQ person by living with pride and giving 
back to the community they created. It sounds like you are already well on 
your way, but just in case—that should get you started.  

   Your friend,

To submit your own question, email Allie at Allie@focusmidsouth.com. 
Focus Mid-South reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
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Allie
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UNPARALLELED VIEWS OF IDYLLIC LAKE 
CATHERINE AND THE OUACHITA MOUNTAINS

A true home away from home! Live the lake life with hiking, mountain biking, swimming or 
simply basking in the sun, within driving distance of spa amenities, shopping and dining, 
water park, an 18-hole golf course, and downtown Hot Springs. Free access to the large 
neighborhood pool, playground, courts, and more.

GET AWAY IN
HOT SPRINGS,
ARKANSAS

@ TheOverlookLC

• 3 Bedrooms/ 2.5 Baths

• 5 Beds

• Sleeps up to 8

• WiFi

• Community Lake Access

• Waterfront

• Balcony 

• A/C and Heating

• BBQ grill

• Community Pool Access

MEMPHIS
GIFT BASKET

MemphisGiftBasket.com
A True Taste of Memphis!

901-489-2939
sales@memphisgiftbasket.com

Welcome to Memphis Gift Basket featuring the tastes 
and culture of Memphis, home of the Blues, birthplace 

of Rock-n-Roll and the best BBQ on the planet!

GOLDIE DEE
Co-Host

GOLDIE DEEALLYSUN WUNDERLAND
Co-Host

“CLASSY, SASSY, AND A 
’LIL BIT NAUGHTY”
� + � + � + � + � +

LISTEN NOW!

r.:mn1e nee 

Google Play • iTunes 



GET INGET IN
FOCUSFOCUS

�•††•�����•	���
�����
š�••��•
��•��˜
›�••��•
��•��˜

�
�
��•�����
�
����••��•
��•��˜�•••

Sign up for 
our newsletters
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We read what you say about us.

...now this 
from Twitter

Thanks for 
sharing your 
Focus with 
others on 
instagram...
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CaitBrennan 
@PlanetCait 

home-heading back soon though to 
make music with dear friends. 

(i:, Focus Mid-South @focusmidsouth , Oct 19, 2017 

Band front woman Cait Brennan has found family and a 
potentia l home in Memphis focusmidsouth.com/cait­
brennan-t ... 
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YOUR BRAND 
HAS A STORY TO TELL.

WE WANT TO HELP 
YOU TELL IT.

CONTACT US TODAY

rayricofreelance.com
901.800.1172 
2294 Young Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104

DESIGN WEB STRATEGY PRINT

 Ray Ri co
 Freelance

A Full-Service Marketing Agency Located in Cooper-Young Since 2007
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Whatever The 
Time of Year.

When you need us, we’ll be here for you.

©ad�nity ®

The highest level of service, at the lowest price!
3788 SUMMER AVE

MEMPHIS, TN  38122
(901) 454-5795

HighPointChapel.com

901-529-9990
or visit CBQMEMPHIS.COM

Send invitations

New outfit!

BOOK YOUR EVENT WITH US!
WE CATER!

PRIVATE DINING ROOMS DOWNTOWN AND EAST LOCATIONS

+HIGHPOINT 
Funeral Home & 

Crematorium 
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� e year was 1992… maybe 30 people were present. It was organized by NOW (the National 
Organization for Women). I am sure we heard about it from friends and I don’t know how 
else it was organized. We walked from Human Services building (across from the Federal 

Building) to campus. My memory is that about 30 people were present. � e National Guard 
was meeting that day and heckled us from the sidewalk.

— Gail Stratton
1992 Oxford, Mississippi Pride Parade Participant
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On May 4, 2019, in downtown 
Oxford, Miss., even a light drizzle 
couldn’t dampen the spirits of 
the approximately 300 or so 
participants and the same number 
of soggy parade-goers who lined 
the route and congregated in 
the Square at the fourth annual 
Oxford Pride parade. Pride parade 
in Mississippi you say? Why, yes 
indeed – a parade that has evolved 
and grown every year, and some 
would dare say is now welcomed by 
the Oxford business community. 
Gail Stratton, leader of North 
Mississippi PFLAG, participated 

in the � rst Pride parade in Oxford 
in 1992 organized by NOW that 
marched a short route along 9th 
Street to the Ole Miss campus.�But 
unfortunately, the tradition didn’t 
continue. Not until 2016 when 
English MFA student Matt Kessler 
came to the Sarah Isom Center for 
Women and Gender Studies at the 
University of Mississippi with the 
idea for a parade in Oxford did the 
current tradition begin. 

Not only did Kessler generate 
the idea, he applied for the parade 
permit and returned to the Isom 
Center with a date certain. Jaime 
Harker, University of Mississippi 
English professor and director of 
the center, realized they would 
have to quickly teach themselves 

to organize a parade. Even though 
they were already well into parade 
planning, the passage in February 
2016 of Mississippi HB 1523, the 
homophobic religious freedom 
law, galvanized many factions into 
participating in the parade and 
coming out to show their support 
for inclusivity in Oxford. “A lot 
of people want[ed] to show that 
they didn’t like that law and they 
wanted to stand up and so we had a 
number of allies crop up. Over half 
of the parade were allies in that 
� rst Pride parade.” And according 
to Harker, those percentages have 

stayed consistent where about half 
of supporters are those who don’t 
identify as LGBTQ.

� is support is what makes 
Oxford Pride work in their small 
town with many allies involved 
including OutOxford, Lafayette 
Dems, First Regional Library 
sta� , and the Episcopal church, 
which hands out bottled water 
labeled “God loves you” during 
the parade. � e Saturday parade 
is now the centerpiece of events 
that begin on � ursday night with 
a � lm screening by Oxford Film 
Fest. Friday night is Lavender 
graduation, a university event 
honoring LGBTQ+ graduates, and 
a Code Pink dance party organized 
by OutOxford. Saturday brings the 

parade during the day and a drag 
show in the evening at the Lyric 
� eater. � e weekend culminated 
this year on Sunday with Out in 
the Park, a barbecue and softball 
game, in what is a new alcohol-free 
event. 

� e parade itself starts on 
campus at the train depot and 
makes its way to the Square. 
Harker says, “� at’s where they 
[spectators] load up on Mardi 
Gras beads and they’re on the 
balconies, that’s where most of the 
action is….We got lucky [this year] 
that we didn’t have a downpour 

until we were done, so the crowds 
watching were a little lower, but I 
was really proud of the marchers, 
they all showed up, they were 
super enthusiastic.” In their � rst 
Pride parade in 2016 they didn’t 
really know what to expect. � ey 
heard there were protesters but 
as they turned the corner toward 
the Square, “there was this roar, 
a cheer, like they were so excited, 
people were all lined up, were 
throwing out Mardi Gras beads, 
candy, kids are running, they’re 
excited about it. � ey like the fact 
that it kind of marks Oxford as a 
place that’s inclusive, and people 
are invested in it.” Enthusiasm 
for the event has expanded to 
businesses in Oxford and even to 

neighboring Water Valley. 
According to Harker, “We’ve 

seen a slight but steady growth 
in the parade each year including 
groups and individuals, but the 
biggest growth seems to be with the 
rise of Prides in North Mississippi. 
Since our � rst parade in 2016, 
Starkville has started its own Pride 
parade and Delta State University 
has created its Okra Out Front 
Pride festival as well as Tupelo 
Pride. Pride parades are growing in 
North Mississippi and across the 
state.” � at legacy is the one that 
she is most proud of. “I’m proudest 

of people saying, ‘hey, Oxford had 
a parade, why can’t we have one?’ 
You can! You should do it! Tell your 
friends.” Oxford Pride during Pride 
month has become part of Oxford 
life just like the Christmas parade 
and fall Homecoming parade. “It’s 
just one of the things we do.”

For the � rst two years, Harker 
led the parade with GoDiva 
(emcee of the drag event) in her 
Mini Cooper. � is past year, in 
a nice turn of roles, the retired 
police chief Captain Libby Lytle 
rode her motorcycle as part of the 
two Dykes on Bikes who lead the 
parade. Harker shouts out to Focus 
readers: “Lesbians of any gender, if 
you ride a motorcycle and want to 
lead a parade, please contact me!”

in the � rst Pride parade in Oxford stayed consistent where about half until we were done, so the crowds of people saying, ‘hey, Oxford had 

In their � rst (since 1992) Pride parade in 2016 they didn’t really know what to expect. � ey (had) heard there were 

protesters but as they turned the corner toward the Square, “there was this roar, a cheer, like they were so excited, 

people were all lined up, were throwing out Mardi Gras beads, candy, kids are running, they’re excited about it. 

— Jamie Harker, Director of the Sarah Isom Center for Women and Gender Studies at � e University of Mississippi
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in the first Pride parade in Oxford stayed consistent where about half until we were done, so the crowds of people saying, 'hey, Oxford had 
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PrEPared.
Be

Learn more about 
HIV prevention at 
Planned Parenthood.

866.711.1717
PlannedParenthood.org/Tennessee

Here to help 
you retire.

I’m not just here for 
insurance. I can also help 
you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for 
tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Steve Womack, Agent
848 South Cooper Street
Memphis, TN  38104
Bus: 901-725-1919
steve.womack.qflz@statefarm.com

901-240-3912
Of�ce: 901-766-9004

585 South Perkins
Memphis, Tennessee 38117

CRS,GRI,SRS

www.HelenAkin.Crye-Leike.com

DISCOVER AMAZING
PLACES TO LIVE IN MEMPHIS

r,::J.Planned 
IIJ Parenthood® 
Tennessee and North Mississippi 

Here to help life go right.® 

A State Farm® 
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FIND YOUR
CAMPUS FAMILY

Gay Straight Alliances at area colleges and universities
curated by Danielle McBride

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS
Stonewall Tigers

WEB: memphis.campuslabs.com/engage/organization/Stonewall
TW: stonewallgsa
FB: Stonewalltigersgsa
INSTA: stonewalltigersgsan
EM:  StonewallTigersGSA@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS UNIVERSITY
Safe Zones
cbu.edu/safe-zonesw EM: kjames2@cbu.edu 

Gay Straight Alliance
cbu.edu/gay-straight-alliance EM: jhaggard@cbu.edu

RHODES COLLEGE
Rhodes Pride
FB: rhodescollegepride/ INSTA: RhodesCollegePride/
sites.rhodes.edu/lgbtq EM: rhodescollegepride@gmail.com

SOUTHWEST TENNESSEE 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Southwest Pride
southwest.tn.edu/clubs/
Contact: Dustin Williams- dwilliams67@southwest.tn.edu

ARKANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Arkansas State University Gender & Sexuality Alliance
TW: astate_gsa INSTA: astategsa/
FB: astateequality/ EM: gsastate@gmail.comw

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Student-led effort to create a group. Join the closed Facebook group for 
the latest information.
FB: groups/381786231896726/
EM: Faculty Advisor Glynda Hall, ghall@northwestms.edu

UNIV. OF MISSISSIPPI (OLE MISS)
The M-Pride and Allies Program
WEB: mpride.olemiss.edu/
FB: AlliesatOleMiss
EM: inclusion@olemiss.edu
PH: 662-915-1689
Faculty Advisor: cadence@olemiss.edu (Cadence Pentheny, Coordinator, LGBTQ+ 
Programming & Initiatives) 

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY
F.L.A.R.E. - Fostering LGBTQ+ Advocacy, Resources, 
and Environments
WEB: lgbtqmsu.org/ TW: � aremsu
INSTA: � are_msu/ FB: groups/lgbtqunion/
orgsync.com/123582/chapter EM: � aremsu@gmail.com

Safe Zone Advisory Board
FB: MSstateSafeZone/ 
EM: Kei Mamiya (kmamiya@saffairs.msstate.edu)

Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine 
– Broad Spectrum
WEB: broadspectrumvsa.blogspot.com/
TW: BroadSpectrumVS
FB: groups/1077157502343598/
EM: BroadSpectrumOutreach@gmail.com

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer & Intersex Life
INSTA: vulgbtqilife/ TW: vulgbtqilife
WEB: vanderbilt.edu//lgbtqi/ EM: lgbtqi@vanderbilt.edu

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT GROUPS
Vanderbilt Lambda Association (Lambda)
FB: VULambda TW: VULambda
INSTA: vulambda/ Contact: vulambda@gmail.com 

GRADUATE STUDENT GROUPS
Divinity School:
Of� ce of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Concerns (GABLE)
FB: groups/GABLEatVDS/
anchorlink.vanderbilt.edu/organization/gable
TW: @vds_gable      Contact: gablevanderbilt@gmail.com

SCHOOL OF NURSING, VUSNPride
WEB: nursing.vanderbilt.edu/advantage/organizations/lgbtq/index.php
Faculty Advisors
Laura Woodwick, Student Leadership, laura.c.woodwick@vanderbilt.edu
Dr. Tom Christenbery, tom.christenbery@vanderbilt.edu

You’re going to be great in college. What once made 
you a target will now make you an icon. You can � nally 
say, ‘screw you’ to your tormentors from high school.  

It’s a time to cut those apron strings, too. After all, 
your parents will have very little in� uence in your day 
to day life or who you hang out with. It’s a place where 
you can live out loud. And if you haven’t already, it’s a 
place where you can come out.

Big changes, indeed. Do not go through college 
alone. Seek out like-minded students and faculty who 
can help you navigate the big, bad world of adulting 
as an LGBTQ+ person. Your new support group, your 
‘chosen family,’ will help you shine like you’ve never 
shone before.

Here’s a list of groups on area college campuses that 
can help you get started on this new journey.

Know of a group that’s not listed here? Let us know. 
Email editor@focusmidsouth.com with the information 
and we’ll add it to our online resource. 
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STAS76 
SALON

Stacey Milton
Owner/Hairstylist

4699 Poplar Ave
Memphis, TN 38117

Located inside Phenix Suites
Please text for an appointment

901.653.4954

NOW AT A 
NEW LOCATION!

IRISH PUB a  RESTAURANT
903 S. COOPER | CELTICCROSSINGMEMPHIS.COM

MIDTOWN

SPORTS

t BEST PLACE IN

GREAT FOOD
& DRINKS

INDOOR a  OUTDOOR

y
WATCH

9 TVs
VIEWING
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THURSDAY THRU SUNDAY

901-598-SOUL
southernsoulride @gmail.com

ADVERTISE WITH US!

FOOD AND EVERYDAY ITEM DELIVERY  |  SPECIAL EVENT TRANSPORTATION

REFINING THE MODERN MAN
Presenting a revolutionary gentleman’s salon; merging professional hair, 

foot and hand services with sports, news & all things man.

(901) 505-2242  • baronsmancave.com 
9289 Poplar Ave • Germantown, Tennessee

HOURS: Mon-Fri 10am-7pm Sat 9am-5pm Sun 12pm-6pm

S���� 
M��������

attorney at law
collaborative law

susanmackenzielaw.com | 2157 Madison Avenue | 901-272-2729 

LGBT LAW • FAMILY LAW • PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Focused on helping LGBTQ families.

Experienced in family law, adoption, estate planning, 
personal injury, automobile accidents, and more.
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50
The National Park Service Sign on the 
park. The Stonewall Inn is now a National 
Historic Landmark.

I’ve been to two of the big anniversaries of the Stonewall Uprising, the 25th in 1994 
and the 50th in June. Just as I’ve changed, a lot has changed legally and politically 
for LGBT people, even since 1994. But as New York City Mayor Bill DeBlasio said 
at this year’s World Pride, we must prevent the White Supremacist Movement from 
destroying the rights that we’ve won. We are not safe and our work is not done.

The commemorative monument in 
Christopher Park.

Loud and Proud, a splendid women’s 
drum corps.

Mayor de Blasio, the Proclamation and 
original participants in the riots.

Lady A (me) and the queers do Radio City. The organization “Reclaim Pride” behind 
this March.

First up at the closing ceremony, Melissa 
Etheridge.

Closing ceremonies in Times Square The 
white stripe was the T-Mobile sign, when 
in rainbow mode it was the tallest I saw.
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Flags, � ags and more � agsThe new name of the park in Sheridan 
Square (Gen. Sheridan’s statue is still 
there but has taken a back seat)

The of� cial logo

Part of the crowd at the rally on June 28.

The March in which Audrey May and I 
participated It got very little press.

An arrangement in spectrum colors. A small marching band. The bass notes 
(the Sousaphone and the Euphonium) are 
being played by women.

Diversity in banner.

A good solution for all those extra ties.Central Park at last! Cast members from “Prom” Two girls 
kissed to thunderous applause.

‘Nuff said.

Self explanatory.Not only was the Empire State Building 
rainbow, it twinkled! 

Margaret Cho in a one-piece. She 
remarked at one point, “My ass is 
escaping!” And it was!
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TNEP.org /TEPShelbyCounty /tnequality

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
Sign up for our newsletter and action email list.

Keep up with what’s going on near you.

REGISTER TO VOTE IN THE 
UPCOMING ELECTIONS!

USE THIS LINK �D https://proudvoter.org/tep

NOW
IS THE TIME

THE ALL-INCLUSIVE, ONE-STOP-SHOP TENT AND EVENT RENTAL SOURCE WITH 95 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE IN CREATING THE MOST INNOVATIVE AND MEMORABLE SPACES FOR EVENTS

901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM

�ŠTENTS

�ŠTABLES

�ŠLINENS

�ŠCHAIRS

�ŠTABLEWARE

901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM901-871-0606  MAHAFFEYTENT.COM

�ŠPORTABLE BARS

�ŠCATERING

�ŠCLIMATE CONTROL

�ŠDANCE FLOORS

�ŠDOORS

�ŠSTAGING

�ŠLIGHTING

�ŠPIPE & DRAPE

�ŠFLOORING

�ŠMORE
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Order Online
BEST DELIVERY IN TOWN

Experience upscale Asian 
dining atmosphere.

Fast & friendly service.

VOTED BEST CHINESE IN 
MEMPHIS FOR OVER 5 YEARS

RATEDTOP 100 CHINESE 
RESTAURANT IN THE US

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MIDTOWN
901.347.3965

2149 Young A ve.
Memphis 38104

mulanbistro.net

COLLIERVILLE
901.850.5288

2059 S. Houston Levee
Collierville 38017

EAST MEMPHIS
901.609.8680

4698 Spottswood Ave., Memphis 38117

mulaneast.net

Therapeutic Massage • Deep Tissue
Thai • Prenatal • Cupping • Ashiatsu

Hot Stones • Bamboo-Fusion
CBD Herbal Massage

Gift Certi�cates • Schedule Online

You NEED us to KNEAD you!

885 S. Cooper • 901.596.3838
midtown-massage.com

901.272.7600 
1382 Poplar Avenue | thepumpingstationmemphis.com

PROUDLY SERVING MUST BE 21+ TO ENTER.

See what I'm talking about here:

����������������������

������

ROAQS , J \· LL ~ I 

LEAD TO �~� UNJ 
Premier Lanes Entertainment Center 

is the a1rea's LARGEST family 
entertainment center ! 

Conveniently 
located next 
to the Oxford 

Commons 
anema, 
all roads 

lead to F-U-N! 
I I• 

204 COMMONWEALTH BLVD 
HWY 7 @ SISK AVE Ji , 

www.premierlones.com 



Page 34 / focusmidsouth.com / SEP+OCT 2019 / Pride

life

��••�€���•ƒƒ€�

���•�����’����•�†��
������„��–

story and photos by Chellie Bowman



…�����ª�•�…•����Œ—Š‹�ª�������������������ª�…�ƒ��’¦

���
�� ­���­�����‘���������

�
•������
�������ƒ��ƒ��€€���

���������€
�������€�ƒ�����
��������������������� �̂��ƒ�
˜����� ��†��‘��������
�� ­�����
���€�����������•�������…�ƒ�����
����¡�
���•�
�˜�������������
����������������������������
�������
�±�������������”���
€��”������„���������������­���
�
����
���������
���
����‘����¡�
���
•�
������­���€

���������

�
”����•����€��������������
������������������������
�
��������������������� ������ž����
������
����€��ƒ�
��›����
���•��‘���€���������†�������
•��€�������€
�����…�ƒ��€���ƒ����
€�����������������
��������������
�������
�

•�������Œ—���
�����������
†��������¡�
���•�
���������

�
�����	��•��ƒ���������������
�����������€
����������
���­�������
���
€����	�
������
����������„�‘��������������
��������Š—�
������ƒ�������
•���������­���€��‘������
��
���������������������€����
����
��ƒ��������������ƒ�
��������€
���ƒ����
�����������
���€������
������›��������
����������
������������������
�����€��‘��������������������
…��������„�‘������ž�������������
���������������������������
€����������ƒ��������������ƒ�
����

¹…�ƒ� ��ƒ���������������
������������������������€�������
�������������­��€��������������

��ƒ����������
�������ƒ¹
ƒ�����ƒ�����ƒ�������
��
��€����
�������������������•������ƒ���
��������€
��±��������������
���������
������
�€���������ƒ���
€��‘������������������
��
����
�������

��������ƒ�
��������ƒ������������”��������
���‘���������������������”������
��­���������


•�������
����­����
�

•������ ���Ž��������������
ƒ�
�����������†�����������
„�‘����������€����
�­�����
���ƒ

�������­���¨�� ��
€�������


���
�����ƒ��
†��������������������������­��
��������
º�����������������
���������������������

�‘��������
ƒ�
���
‘�����������������
�����������������ƒ�
�
��������
�������
���������
­���
����
�����

������������ƒ�����
����������
‘��ƒ�����������
�‘��ƒ�
�����������������������

���­��
���ƒ��������������€����›��������
	��������•���
������ ����­�����
���������›� ����­��
�������

����� ������������
����
��
�€�����€���ƒ�ƒ�
�©�

���������

�¡�
���•�
����������ƒ�
������������
�™�����¡���������
������������€�ƒ����•���•������
����
������…�ƒ��������ƒ�������
�������������������������
������
��������

¨�� ������
����ƒ���”�������
‘��
���������ƒ�����
‘������
�­��
€��
��������������������
��
�€�������	�
����
��›���
����� ��
�­���������	�
����
‡�„�

���������”��������­��������ƒ�
€��‘ƒ������¹��������������
����
���
�����������€��
�‘��µ���
�������
‘�����������������������������
ƒ�����ƒ������ ����������€
������
���� �

¨�������������ƒ�
���������
�
������
��
�‘���� �����­��ƒ�����
������­�����­��������­����
�­�����
�‘��™�����¡����������
������������������–������
�
�������­����
������Ž����������
�������
��„�
��ƒ��������������
��������
�������������������
��ƒ������­������
���€��‘ƒ�������
���…�ƒ������������������
����
��������
��������������

���
��������������������†��������
¡�
���•�
�����������������������
”���������
�������� ���
��
��
��­������������€�����������
�����������������������������
����º������� �����������

���­��
���
���������������������„������

�
�­����������€���•���•€�������
�
ƒ��
�������–�������������������
€���‘����������ƒ���€��‘����
�������

������������


������™�����
¡�����������ƒ�
�������
������
����¡�Ž���¡��‘����������������
����	����������•��ž���
�
���
•�����������������������ª
��������������¯��
�…������������
������������
�����›������
��‘���������€���������ƒ���������
…�ƒ���•��ƒ��
�‘��¨…��‘�� �•����©�
����¨˜�����������©¹€���������
�������…��š���¹���€����
������
��
‘�
������� �������

���� ������

��������
�ƒ�����


�������
�
”������ƒ�����

›����������
�����������������
���������ƒ������¡�
���•�
��
���������‘��ƒ��
��ƒ����������
�������������…��������…�ƒ������
�€
�����
�������
����€����
�������������������­�
����ƒ�
�
������
�������������������������
������…�ƒ���������¨ �̂�����


�
ƒ������‘����
��������
��� �̂� ���
���������������
������������¹
���������
‘��€�����­��
����ƒ�©�
„�����������������ƒ���
��ƒ���
��������
����†��������¡�
���
•�
�������	����

�������������
��������

�

����������ƒ

��•���������­���
�������������€��
�������������
�
����������������ƒ������������

�‘��”������������


�
�������������­��������������
­��
����­�������
������������
�����
����
�������Ž��
��
��•������
�������”����������������������
�
�����������������������


�

���

��ƒ�������������������
�
����������
���
�����

��ƒ�
��������������������������
����������­��
¹���������
���������

��������������ƒ����

¨ �̂����­�����ƒ���������������
������������������	�����������
���


���������­������� �����������
‘�
�€����������������������������
���������˜��������������‰�„���
������
��������������������
������
����€��‘ƒ����������������ƒ����
���
�������ƒ�������������������
����ƒ����º�����
��
��������
�����ƒ���•���
������
����
���€
���
�̂����������ƒ����������������
��­���������������„���������
����
�
����
����ƒ¹��€���������€�
��
��� ���­������­������������
�‘�����
ƒ�
�€�
������©

›��
�����
�����ƒ�������
�
����������������ƒ������������

�
����
�����
����������…�ƒ������
���������������ž�
��
�
��
�€��������„����¡�Ž���¡��‘��
���������
�����������������
€����
����������������„�����������
”�������Ž���������������������
�������������€�
��
��€�������
�
±����������������ƒ���ƒ���������
����
������������������
�

�̂��������ƒ�‡� �̂� ����

�
��­������˜�

���¡�
���•�
�Ÿ�
��
����
����¢���������ƒ��������
˜���€��‘�������
������������
�­�������������ƒ�����������������
���
����ƒ�™�����¡����������
�������
�±��������•�����„������

�����­�� ���
����
�����‘�������
¡�Ž���¡��‘�¹����
 

�€���
�
��ƒ�
���•�����˜����…��������‘���‰

 ‡�€�€‡�‡†ˆ��‡�‘�¦�ž�ˆ�¦��–���‡�‘€‡�ˆ��’‡�ƒ���ˆ�•‡�����Ž��–��
�’ˆ�¦ˆƒ�‡���ƒ� ‡�€�����’�‡���’ˆ����­ˆ�Œ �̃��†� ‡�€ˆ�…��•‡�–ˆ�‹

.C.E R'T \~ l-E'D -- - - - • 

0 RG A'H\ -t 



Good times don’t have to
come with a price. Get your
free condoms from any of our
partners all over Memphis.

FreeCondomsMemphis.org

Pick it up. Put it on.
Do it right.

Free is sexy.
C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K
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It’s our 
differences 
that make  
us great.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801077

No matter what you value, I’m 
here to help protect it with 
respect and professionalism. 
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Kathy Thurmond-Edwards, Agent
680 West Brookhaven Circle

Memphis, TN  38117
Bus: 901-767-7744   Cell: 901-550-5852

www.teamkte.com

A State Farm® 

F_. FOC?~~ ~~!~}'ER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
STREETDOG FOUNDATION 

Winner of the Inaugural $20,000 
Focus® Center Grant Competition 

Congratulations also to our nominees 
Cazateatro Bilingual Theatre Group 

CHOICES Memphis Center for Reproductive Health 

Hope House 

Memphis Child Advocacy Center 

Mid-South Men's Health 

Mystic Krewe of Pegasus Memphis 

Spay Memphis 
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GRAB & GO DESSERTS. 
CUSTOM CAKE ORDERS. 
CATERING FOR EVENTS. 

UNIQUE MODERN 
MEXICAN GIFT SHOP. 

I WWW.PRIMASBAKERYANDBOUTIQUE.COM 
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HEY MEMPHIS 
YOU BETTER 

NIKE TN PRIDE EMPLOYEE NETWORK 
IS PROUD 10 SUPPORT 
MEMPHIS PRIDE fEST 
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Proud.
Whether it’s in a family of brands or in a 
community of  people, diversity always 
makes us stronger. That’s why every 
ServiceMaster company is committed 
to a culture of inclusion for people of all 
backgrounds and experiences  and why we 
are proud to support Memphis Pride Fest.

ServiceMaster.com  @ServiceMaster

An AutoZoner Always... Embraces Diversity, Cares About People 
and Strives for Exceptional Performance.

These are just some of the values we live each and every day.

Learn where your DRIVE can take you.

Visit AutoZone.com/Careers

EMBRACES DIVERSITY
An AutoZoner Always…

�
�Š�ˆ�‰�‘�����s�r�c�?�c�a�N�¼�����a�J�Á�����^�^���0�V�T�U�r�o���0�N�o�N�n�x�N�L�Á�����s�r�c�?�c�a�N���A�a�L�����s�r�c�?�c�a�N���
�����N�o�V�T�a���A�n�N���n�N�T�V�o�r�N�n�N�L���`�A�n�]�o���c�S�����s�r�c�?�c�a�N�����-��� � �
���c�n���c�a�N���c�S���V�r�o���A�€�V�^�V�A�r�N�o�Á

llrllDA11roa11,t 
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civilrightsmuseum.org | @ncrmuseum

450 MULBERRY STREET · MEMPHIS, TN 38103

.

A -SADDLE CREEK 

A Pea in the Pod Mater nil y Free People SEE 
A I len Edmonds Indigo Sepli.ora 

Altar'd State ).Crew Sleep Number 
A m@ric.an T lire.ads ).Jill Soft Sur.-0undin11s 

A nth ropologi!E!' Jos. A. Bank Soma 

Apple Kendra Scott Southern Avenue Company 
AT&T LOFT Stoney River Steakhouse & Grill 
Athleta lululemon Sur la Table 
Banana Republic Madewell TALBOTS 
Brahmin Mic:liael Kors. UNTUCKit 
Brighton Mother hood Maternity V era Bradley 

Broe k !i Brot n.~r !i Nail Bar & Co. Victoria 's See.ret 
Chico's PANDORA vomFASS 
Everything But Water Paper Source White House I Black Market 
francesca 's Rise Biscuits Do nuts X~nity 

POPLAR & WEST FARMINGTON, GERMANTOWN I 901-753-4484 

SHOPSOFSADDLECREEK.COM I] l!:!J 

AP 

.,, 
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THE lcu,ge 
P I A N 0 B A R 

' 

2114 Trimble Place 
Memphis, Tennessee 38104 

901.249.8147 
thezebralounge.net 


































