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DON'T SETTLE FOR WHAT
THE INSURANCE COMPANY
WANTS TO GIVE YOU...
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First, let me remind you that you are truly standing on the shoulders of giants, b
it is also your shoulders that will be there for future generations. Most heroes of the
past didn't choose to be heroes—they just responded to the struggles and injustic
before them. The men and women of Stonewall didn’t plan to become icons—the

wanted to gather in peace and safety. Look around you. What are the injustices y:

see in your world? Pick one, nd out what people are doing to respond and chang
that situation. Join in their efforts or begin your own. The best way to honor the
.accomplishments of prior generations is to keep doing the work to make this worl
better for everyone.

Another thing you can do is to be vocal about how the sacri ces and work of
previous generations have inspired you to move forward on your own journey.
You have the unique advantage of being in a moment of understanding but still
remembering what it was like to not yet understand. Be gentle with those who h

you. You might end up building a community committed to honoring your heroe
together.

not yet seen beyond their own experience and share the stories that have inspi
Consider also how you can use your time and talents to honor your heroes
directly. It is clear from your letter that you have a good command of the writte
word. You can use that to write stories, craft interviews, compose articles, or €
author advice columns, any of which will give you opportunities to honor your
elders. If writing isn’t your preference, you can apply any talent to the work—
whether your talents are artistic, managerial, presentational, or other. The
challenges before us and the history behind us need people to compile data j
as much as they need people to paint portraits and make documentaries.

€ Finally, if time is scarce but money available, it is always worthwhile to func
the work of other people who are doing good work in the world. Check with
your local LGBTQ community organization to see how they are serving loca
senior. Nationally, you can check out SAGE (sageusa.org), an advocacy anc
services organization focused on the LGBTQ elder community. There are al
organizations all over the country dedicated to preserving LGBTQ history.
example, the Invisible Histories Project (https://invisiblehistory.org) is worki
to preserve the history of LGBTQ life in the South. The organization began
Alabama, has expanded in to Mississippi and Georgia, and aims to reach t
entirety of the Southeast within 10 years.

Ultimately, you can honor the work of those who paved the way for you

to live openly and freely as an LGBTQ person by living with pride and givi

back to the community they created. It sounds like you are already well o
your way, but just in case—that should get you started.

|SL [V THY Z\OuHrBnd

Allie

To submit your own question, email Allie at Allie@focusmidsouth.co
Focus Mid-South reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity




Welcome to Memphis Gift Basket featuring the tastes
and culture of Memphis, home of the Blues, birthplace
of Rock-n-Roll and the best BBQ on the planet!
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Whatever The
Time of Year.

When you need us, we'll be here for you.

HicH PoINT

Funeral Home &
Crematorium
The highest level of service, at the lowest price

3788 SIMMER AvE
MewmpHIs, TN 38122

(901) 454-5795
HighPointChapel.com
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YOUR BRAND

DESIGN WEB STRATEGY PRINT

CONTACT US TODAY

rayricofreelance.com
901.800.1172

Ray Ri co 2294 Young Avenue
Freelance Memphis, TN 38104

A Full-Service Marketing Agency Located in Cooper-Young Since 2007
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e year was 1992... maybe 30 people were present. It was organized by NOW (the Natio

Organization for Women). | am sure we heard about it from friends and | don't know ho

else it was organized. We walked from Human Services building (across from the Fed:

Building) to campus. My memory is that about 30 people were present. e National Gua
was meeting that day and heckled us from the sidewalk.

— Gail Stratton
1992 Oxford, Mississippi Pride Parade Participant
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On May 4, 2019, in downtown to organize a parade. Even thougparade during the day and a dragneighboring Water Valley.
Oxford, Miss., even a light drizzlethey were already well into paradeshow in the evening at the Lyric According to Harker, “We've
couldn’'t dampen the spirits of planning, the passage in Februaryeater. e weekend culminated  seen a slight but steady growth
the approximately 300 or so 2016 of Mississippi HB 1523, the this year on Sunday with Out in in the parade each year including
participants and the same numbehomophobic religious freedom  the Park, a barbecue and softball groups and individuals, but the
of soggy parade-goers who lined law, galvanized many factions int@ame, in what is a new alcohol-fregggest growth seems to be with the

the route and congregated in participating in the parade and  event. rise of Prides in North Mississippi.
the Square at the fourth annual coming out to show their support e parade itself starts on Since our rst parade in 2016,
Oxford Pride parade. Pride paradéor inclusivity in Oxford. “A lot campus at the train depot and  Starkville has started its own Pride
in Mississippi you say? Why, yes of people want[ed] to show that makes its way to the Square. parade and Delta State University
indeed — a parade that has evolvethey didn't like that law and they Harker says, “ at's where they  has created its Okra Out Front

and grown every year, and some wanted to stand up and so we hadspectators] load up on Mardi Pride festival as well as Tupelo

would dare say is now welcomed lbyimber of allies crop up. Over halGras beads and they're on the  Pride. Pride parades are growing in
the Oxford business community. of the parade were allies in that balconies, that's where most of th&lorth Mississippi and across the
Galil Stratton, leader of North rst Pride parade.” And according action is....We got lucky [this yearktate.” at legacy is the one that
Mississippi PFLAG, participated to Harker, those percentages havehat we didn't have a downpour she is most proud of. “I'm proudest

In their rst (since 1992) Pride parade in 2016 they didn't really know what to expect. ey (had) heard there were
protesters but as they turned the corner toward the Square, “there was this roar, a cheer, like they were so excited
people were all lined up, were throwing out Mardi Gras beads, candy, kids are running, they're excited about it.

— Jamie Harker, Director of the Sarah Isom Center for Women and Gender Studies at e University of Mississippi

in the rst Pride parade in Oxford stayed consistent where about halintil we were done, so the crowdsof people saying, ‘hey, Oxford had
in 1992 organized by NOW that of supporters are those who don’t watching were a little lower, but | a parade, why can't we have one?’
marched a short route along 9th identify as LGBTQ. was really proud of the marchers, You can! You should do it! Tell your
Street to the Ole Miss campus. But is support is what makes they all showed up, they were  friends.” Oxford Pride during Pride
unfortunately, the tradition didn't Oxford Pride work in their small super enthusiastic.” In their rst month has become part of Oxford
continue. Not until 2016 when town with many allies involved  Pride parade in 2016 they didn't life just like the Christmas parade
English MFA student Matt Kesslerincluding OutOxford, Lafayette really know what to expect. ey and fall Homecoming parade. “It's
came to the Sarah Isom Center foDems, First Regional Library heard there were protesters but just one of the things we do.”
Women and Gender Studies at thesta , and the Episcopal church, as they turned the corner toward  For the rst two years, Harker
University of Mississippi with the which hands out bottled water ~ the Square, “there was this roar, led the parade with GoDiva
idea for a parade in Oxford did thdabeled “God loves you” during  a cheer, like they were so excited,(emcee of the drag event) in her
current tradition begin. the parade. e Saturday parade people were all lined up, were  Mini Cooper. is past year, in

Not only did Kessler generate is now the centerpiece of events throwing out Mardi Gras beads, a nice turn of roles, the retired
the idea, he applied for the paradehat begin on ursday night with candy, kids are running, they're police chief Captain Libby Lytle
permit and returned to the Isom a Im screening by Oxford Film  excited about it. ey like the fact rode her motorcycle as part of the
Center with a date certain. Jaime Fest. Friday night is Lavender  that it kind of marks Oxford as a two Dykes on Bikes who lead the
Harker, University of Mississippi graduation, a university event place that's inclusive, and people parade. Harker shouts out to Focus
English professor and director of honoring LGBTQ+ graduates, andare invested in it.” Enthusiasm  readers: “Lesbians of any gender, if
the center, realized they would a Code Pink dance party organizddr the event has expanded to  you ride a motorcycle and want to
have to quickly teach themselves by OutOxford. Saturday brings thédusinesses in Oxford and even tolead a parade, please contact me!”
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Here to help

you retire.

Steve Womack, Agent I'm not just here for

848 South Cooper Street ;

Memphis, TN 38104 insurance. | can also help
Bus: 901-725-1919 you look at your retirement

. k.gfl . .
steve.womack.gflz@statefarm.com goals and build a plan for

tomorrow. Let’s start today.

Here to help life go right.’

o StateFarm’

State Farm
1708167.1 Bloomington, IL
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9 TVs
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VIEWING
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& DRINKS

CELTIC

CROSSING

IRISH PUB a RESTAURANT

| 903s. COd)REEERTICCROSSINGMEMF HIS.C
ADVERTISE WITH US! Ck Tl

REFINING THE MODER

Presenting a revolutionary gentleman’s salon; merging professip

foot and hand services with sports, news & all things ma Focused on helping LGBTQ families.

Experienced in family law, adoption, estate planning

(901) 505-2242 + baronsmancave.com - ; .
personal injury, automobile accidents, and more.

9289 Poplar Ave « Germantown, Tennessee

HOURS: Mon-Fri 10am-7pm Sat 9am-5pm Sun 12pm{§

S attorney at law
\Y collaborative la

susanmackenzielaw.com | 2157 Madison Avenue | 901-272-27

LGBT LAW « FAMILY LAW « PERSONAL INJURY L
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@ @ The National Park Service Sign on thEhe commemorative monument in
I've been to two of the big anniversaries of the Stonewall Uprising, the 25th inf@%4 The Stonewall Inn is now a Natidhastopher Park.

and the 50th in June. Just as I've changed, a lot has changed legally and politidistgric Landmark.

for LGBT people, even since 1994. But as New York City Mayor Bill DeBlasir swiu

at this year’s World Pride, we must prevent the White Supremacist Movemer : from

destroying the rights that we've won. We are not safe and our work is not do e.
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€f f te t Y ¢ Closing ceremonies in Times SquareHits: up at the closing ceremony, Melissa
P i ¢ 5 %© white stripe was the T-Mobile sign, waémeridge.

in rainbow mode it was the tallest | saw.



The new name of the park in SheridarFlags, ags and more ags The of cial logo
Square (Gen. Sheridan’s statue is still

there but has taken a back seat)

An arrangement in spectrum colors.

Central Park at last!

The March in which Audrey May and IA small marching band. The bass not&versity in banner.
participated It got very little press.  (the Sousaphone and the Euphonium) are
being played by women.

A good solution for all those extra tiesCast members from “Prom” Two girls ‘Nuff said.
kissed to thunderous applause.

Not only was the Empire State BuildinBart of the crowd at the rally on June 2&If explanatory. Margaret Cho in a one-piece. She

rainbow, it twinkled!

remarked at one point, “My ass is
escaping!” And it was!
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NOW

1S THE TI

REGISTER TO VOTE IN THE
UPCOMING ELECTIONS!

USE THIS LINK [ https://proudvoter.org/tep

THANK YOROR YOUR SUPPO

Sign up for our newsletter and action email list.
Keep up with what's going on near you.

f)/TEPShelbyCour®  /tnequalit

THE ALL-INCLUSIVE, ONE-STOP-SHOP TENT AND EVENT RENTAL
EXPERIENCE IN CREATING THE MOST INNOVATIVE AND MEMOR

STENTS &PORTABLE BARS &STAGING

&TABLES SCATERING SLIGHTING
SLINENS &CLIMATE CONTROL  <PIPE & DRAPE
&CHAIRS <DANCE FLOORS &FLOORING

STABLEWARE  <DOORS SMORE

901-871-0606 MAHAFFEYTY EX@d@
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L STWVLMALCO.COM, Experniencelupscale Asian
DIGITAL PROJECTION ¢ ATMOS ¢ 3D

ADVANCE/ONLINE TICKETING ¢ PARTIES « GROUPS @mﬂmmgmg p h e r e .

NOW AT SELECT LOCATIONS
RESERVED SEATING « LUXURY RECLINER SEATING *GRILL

LTS Qe Fast’ &ifriendlycservice.

jermouse: NOW OPEN!

SOUTH MAIN HISTORIC DISTRICT RATED TOP 100 CHlNESE
RESTAURANT IN THE US
ALL VOTED BEST CHINESEN
ROADS MEMPHIS FOR OVER 5 YEARS

LEAD TO

Premier Lanes Entertainment Center
is the area’s LARGEST family
entertainment center !

Conveniently
located next
to the Oxford
Commons
Cinema,
all roads
lead to F-U-NI
204 COMMONWEALTH BLVD
HWY 7 @ SISK AVE

www.premierlanes.com
GOT A GROUP?
Email: salesoxford@premierlanes.com OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

901.272.7600

1382 Poplar Avenue | thepumpingstationmemphis.com

Yy O

PROUDLY SERVING @ MUST BE 21+ TO ENTER.
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Free Is sexy.

Kathy Thurmond-Edwards, Agent NO matter what you value, I'm
680 West Brookhaven Circle here to he|p protect it with
Memphis, TN 38117 . .
Bus: 901-767-7744 Cell: 901-550-5852€Spect and professionalism.
www.teamkie.com Here to help life go right’

CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

1801077 State Farm, Bloomington, IL
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YOUR COURAGE INSPIRES OUR PRIDE

At T-Mobile, we’re proud to celebrate Memphis Pride Fest and the 50th anniversary of the
Stonewall Riots, when the LGBTQ community bravely stood up to injustice. Because of the risks
taken in the name of equality, we can now celebrate our true selves with unlimited Pride.

ARE YOU WITH US?
I} - -Mobile-

M
#UnlimitedPride EQUALITY

T-Mobile and the magenta color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. ©2019 T-Mobile USA, Inc.




HEY MEMPHIS
YOU BETTER

#BEIRUE

TN PRIDE EMPLOYEE NETWOR
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
MEMPHIS PRIDE FEST
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An AutoZoner Always...

EMBRACES DIVERS

An AutoZoner Always... Embraces Diversity, Cares About Peop
and Strives for Exceptional Performance.

These are just some of the values we live each and every day.
Learn where your DRIVE can take you.

Visit AutoZone.com/Careers

W) RutoZone
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SADDLE CREEK

POPLAR & WEST FARMINGTON, GERMANTOWN | 901-753-4484

SHOPSOFSADDLECREEK.COM [}

PLAGE.

MORE THAN A MUSEUM, A PUBLIC SQUARE.

MORE THAN EXHIBITS, LESSONS.

MORE THAN EVENTS, OPPORTUNITIES. A PROUD SPONSOR OF THIS VEARS’
MEMPHIS PRIDE FEST

MORE THAN HISTORY, TODAY AND TOMORROW.

MORE THAN A DESTINATION, A JOURNEY.

2114 Trimble Place
Memphis, Tennessee 38104
901.249.8147

Tiezebra lounge thezebralounge.net

PI1 ANDO B A R



















































