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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 101 
Introduction to the Biblical Tradition 

Fall 1998; D hour (MWF 11:30-12:30)  
 

Professor Diana B. Bass 
Professor Stephen R. Haynes 

Professor Steven L. McKenzie 
 
Introduction 
 
Religious Studies 101 is an introduction to the “Life” sequence of courses through the academic 
study of the Bible and the traditions of its interpretation. The course also introduces students to 
the major approaches to the study of religion (biblical studies, theology, and history of religions). 
Our section of this course will focus on issues raised by Genesis 1-11 in its original context and 
in the history of Jewish and Christian interpretation. 
 The course is organized into four units. The first unit provides necessary background 
material for the course. The second unit deals with the Bible’s relationship to history and focuses 
primarily on Biblical studies. The third unit deals with the Bible as scripture for both Christianity 
and Judaism. It involves situating theological positions within their historical and religious 
contexts. The final unit focuses on the role of the Bible in contemporary debates over social 
issues.  It invites students to pull all three approaches to the study of religion together in 
evaluating uses of the Bible in these contexts.   
 Each section will consist of plenary lectures (L), special sessions (SS), and discussions in 
colloquia (C). Lectures and special sessions will be held in the Orgill Room (O) in Clough Hall 
or Blount Auditorium (B) in Buckman Hall. Colloquia will be held in the classrooms assigned to 
each professor. 
 
Texts 
 
New Oxford Annotated Bible (NOAB) (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991). 
 
McKenzie and Haynes, ed.  To Each Its Own Meaning (TEOM) (Westminster/John Knox Press, 
1993). 
 
Jacob Neusner, Genesis Rabbah: The Judaic Commentary to the Book of Genesis (GR) (Scholars 
Press, 1985). 
  
*Readings Book (RB). This is a collection of photocopied readings that is available for purchase 
from the bookstore. Note that this is a required text for the course. 
 
Course Requirements 
 
The final grade for this course will be comprised of the following; 
 
(1) Preparation and participation (20%).  Students are expected to read the day’s assignment 
before class, to attend all class sessions, and to participate actively in class discussion. 



 
(2) Tests (20% each). There will be two tests on the readings, lectures and special session 
material given on the dates noted below. The tests will include objective and essay questions. 
 
(3) Paper (20%). On 25 November, students will submit a 3-4 page paper (typed, double spaced) 
that uses the methods of religious studies to evaluate the use made of the Bible by certain 
readings for the course. Specific topics will be announced at the beginning of Unit IV. This will 
not be a research paper. It is to be a carefully crafted, well argued, properly documented, 
proofread and polished paper. NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PRIOR 
ARRANGEMENT WITH YOUR PROFESSOR. ANY SUCH ARRANGEMENT MUST BE 
MADE BY 11/20. Papers with unacceptable errors in style or content will be returned to the 
author to be rewritten.  In this event, a letter grade will be automatically deducted from the final 
grade for the paper. 
 
(4) Group presentation (20%).  Small groups of 4-5 students will prepare a well researched and 
polished presentation on the Bible and a contemporary issue. The presentations will be given 
during the last two weeks of class. Topics, schedules and procedures for developing the 
presentations will be announced later. 
 
Attendance Policy 
 
Many important features of this course will be imparted in class meetings, through lectures and 
discussions. It is essential, therefore, that students attend class. Your colloquium leader will 
explain his or her specific attendance policy. 
 
Life Website 
 
A new Life website should be up and running by the second week of the semester. Please consult 
the site for syllabi and other useful information, including maps, glossaries, and a timeline. The 
first exam of the semester will include a section that will test knowledge of dates and terms from 
the website.  
 
Other Policies 
 
All work for this course is to be done under the auspices of the Honor Code. 
 
The following “Inclusive Language Policy Statement” goes into effect in all Religious Studies 
classes in the Fall of 1998: 
 
In accordance with the editorial policy and practice of the majority of publications in our field, 
and consistent with the policy of official Rhodes publications, the department of Religious 
Studies will require students in their written work to avoid the use of the term "man" (including 
also "men," "mankind," "family of man," "brotherhood," and the compounds of "chairman," 
"clergyman," etc.) as a generic term, and to use inclusive terms (e.g., "human being," "human," 
"humanity," "humankind," "people," "minister," etc.) to designate both individuals and groups. 
[This applies to humans only and not to the deity.] 



     Consistent with this policy, the pronoun "he" is not regarded as generic. Sound policy is to 
use appropriate pronouns when the antecedent is known. Recommended as a guide to good 
inclusive style for both editor and author is The MLA Handbook. 
     Quotations are of course to represent the original exactly. Translations are to reflect as 
precisely as possible the translator's understanding of the original text with regard to gender. 
 
How to Find Your Professor 
 
Professor Bass’s office is located in 404A Clough. Her office hours are 3-4 Tu, Th or by 
appointment. Her campus extension is 3262. 
 
Professor Haynes’ office is located in 403 Clough.  His office hour are 9-10 M, W and 1-2 Tu, 
Th, or by appointment. His campus extension is 3583. 
 
Professor McKenzie’s office is located in 408 Clough. He is available to meet with students by 
appointment.  His campus extension is 3908. 
 
Schedule of Topics and Readings 
 
Date  Format/Topic/Location    Assignment 
 
UNIT I:  INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL 
 
Wed 8/26 SS-Introduction to the Course (O) 
 
Fri 8/28 C-Introduction to the Bible    explore “Life” website 
 
Mon 8/31 L-Introduction to the Bible (O), Prof. McKenzie NOAB, pp, xv-xxvii  
 
Wed 9/2 C-Biblical Accounts of Creation    NOAB, xxxi-xxxvi; Gen. 1-4 
 
 
UNIT II:  HISTORY AND THE BIBLE 
 
Fri 9/4  C-Source Criticism     TEOM, 1-8; 29-51 
 
Mon 9/7 LABOR DAY-NO CLASS  
 
Wed 9/9 L-Biblical and extra-Biblical Creation Stories (O) *OTP, 9-18; Isa. 51:9-11   
  Prof. McKenzie     GR, 307-315 
   
Fri 9/11 (FD) C- Biblical and extra-Biblical Creation Stories  *OTP, 244-256;  Ps. 29, 104; I  
         Kings 18; GR, 317-338 
 
Mon 9/14 L-The Story of the Flood (O),    Gen. 6-8; Jonah; *Stiebing, "The  
  Prof. McKenzie     Deluge"; GR, 339-353 



 
Wed 9/16 C-Biblical and extra-Biblical Flood Stories  *OTP, 19; 25-40 
 
Fri 9/18 SS-Forum on Faith, History and the Bible (O) TEOM, 11-28 
 
Mon 9/21 C-How to prepare for tests/review session 
 
Wed 9/23 TEST ONE (including Life website information) 
 
 
UNIT III:  THE BIBLE AS SCRIPTURE 
 
Fri 9/25 L-Introduction to Judaism & Christianity (O) *Harrelson & Falk, 29-51 
  Prof. Haynes 
 
Mon 9/28 C-Judaism and Biblical interpretation  *“Genesis & Genesis Rabbah,” 141-
148  
        GR, Preface, 1-13; 149-159 
 
Wed 9/30 C-Genesis 1 in Christian Traditions   NOAB, 124; Jn. 1:1-18; *Origen, bio  
        and "Homily I," 47-71 
 
Fri 10/2 SS-Film: “From Jesus to Christ” Part 3 
 
 
THE BIBLE AND THEODICY  
 
Mon 10/5 L-Sin and Evil in Genesis 2-3,  Review Gen 2-3; *Calvin, “Commentaries 
on  
  Prof. Bass     Genesis” 
 
Wed 10/7 C-Genesis 2-3 in Jewish Tradition  GR, 179-197; 201-02; 218-24 
 
Fri 10/9 C-Genesis 2-3 in Christian Tradition  *Augustine, City of God, XIII: 1-2, 13-14;  
        XIV: 10-15  
 
Mon 10/12 SS-Forum: The Bible & Theodicy (O)  
  Film: “Genesis: A Living Conversation” 
 
 
THE BIBLE, GENDER AND SEXUALITY  
 
Wed 10/14 L-Gender & Sexuality, Review Gen. 2-3; *Augustine, City of God, XIV: 16-24; 
  Prof. Bass (O)   "On Marriage”; *Luther, “On the Estate of Marriage” 
     
 



Fri 10/16  C- Gender & Sexuality: Christian Readings Review Gen. 2-3; Read I Cor. 5-7; 11:1-16  
*“I Corinthians,” Women's Bible  

        Commentary 
 
Mon 10/19  FALL BREAK  
 
 
UNIT IV:  THE BIBLE AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUES 
 
 
IS THE BIBLE ANTI-WOMAN? 
 
Wed 10/21 C-Historical Christian    *Fell, “Womens’ Speaking Justified;  
  Feminist Readings    *Grimke, “Letters” 
 
Fri 10/23 C-Contemporary Christian   TEOM, 237-251; *Trible, "Eve and   
  Feminist Readings    Adam," 74-83; *Saiving; *Fiorenza 
 
Mon 10/26 TEST TWO 
 
 
IS THE BIBLE ANTI-GAY? 
 
Wed 10/28 SS-The Bible and Homosexuality (O)  Genesis 18-19; Leviticus 18; 
Romans 1  
 
Fri 10/30 SS-Film: “The New Holy War” 
 
Mon 11/2 C-The Presbyterian Sexuality Debate  *Carey 1-23; *"Keeping Body &  
        Soul Together," 97-102 
 
 
DOES THE BIBLE JUSTIFY RACISM, ANTI-SEMITISM, AND SLAVERY? 
 
Wed 11/4 L-The Story & Legend of Cain  Genesis 4; *”Readings of Genesis 4”; GR,  
  Prof. Haynes (O)    239-254 
 
Fri 11/6 SS-Cain and the Holocaust (O)  *Mellinkoff, 92 98 
 
Mon 11/9 L-The Story & Legend of Noah's Sons   Gen 9-10; *Augustine, City of God, XVI: 1- 

Prof. Haynes (B)    2; *“Legends, ” 165 174; *“Readings of  
        Genesis 9,” 1-6  
 
Wed 11/11 SS-Slavery and the Bible Genesis 16, 21; Exodus 21: 1-11; Philemon; Ephesians 5-6;  
      I Peter 2; *Weld, “The Bible Against Slavery” *Douglass;  
      “What to the Slave...?” *Hammond, “Letters on Slavery,”  



      *Palmer, “Slavery a Divine Trust” 
 
Fri 11/13 C-The Table of Nations and Babel  Gen 10-11 (NOAB); *“Legends,” 174-181;  
        *Augustine, City of God, XVI: 3-5 
 
Mon 11/16 SS-Genesis 9-11 and Contemporary Issues (O) *Felder, 127-145    
 
 
DO SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE CONFLICT? 
   
Wed 11/18 L-Science and the Bible (O)  *Norton Anthology of English Literature, 1571-

Prof. Haynes    1581; *Gould, “Creationism,” 126-135 
 
Fri 11/20 C-Christian Responses to Evolution *Hodge, “What is Darwinism?” *Woodrow,  
       “Evolution”    
        
Mon 11/23 NO CLASS-PAPER DUE 
 
Wed 11/25 THANKSGIVING 
 
Fri 11/27 THANKSGIVING 
 
Mon 11/30 GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
 
Wed 12/2 GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
 
Fri 12/4 GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mon 12/7 GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
 
Wed 12/9 GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


