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A	Comparison:
Trump,	Obama,	and	the	
Ku	Klux	Klan
OZAKH AHMED	&	SYDNEE	HALEY



Purpose
To	determine	similarities	and	differences	between	
text	drawn	from	modern	politics	and	20th century	Ku	
Klux	Klan	documents.



The	Text
•Brownsville	Documents:	20th Century	documents	
that	belonged	to	Ben	Bridgewater,	TN	Grand	Dragon	
of	the	Ku	Klux	Klan
•Text	from	modern,	right-wing	media	(i.e.	Breitbart)
•Former	President	Obama’s	2009	Inaugural	Address
•President	Trump’s	2017	Inaugural	Address



Method
Public	Perception:	Facebook	poll	asking	participants	
to	determine	whether	an	excerpt	came	from	modern	
day	text	or	text	from	the	Ku	Klux	Clan	documents.

Analytic	Tool:	SameDiff,	a	Databasic tool	analyzing	
word	usage	and	patterns	throughout	multiple	texts.



Poll	
Results



A	Closer	Look…









What	does	it	mean?



Similarity	Scores
OBAMA	VS.	KKK

0.35
TRUMP	VS.	KKK

0.45



Common	Words
OBAMA	VS.	KKK TRUMP	VS.	KKK



Words	Unique	to	Speaker
OBAMA TRUMP



Further	Research
Further	research	should	take	a	more	thematic	
approach	by	using	a	database	such	as	NVIVO	in	order	
to	determine	similarities	and	differences	in	each	time	
period's	narrative.


