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Let 
Another Solution 

To The Commercial Appeal: 
Hooray. Our Tennessee Department 

of Transportation finally fumbled its way 
into taking the first giant step which 
would enable the connection of I-40 
thrQugh Overton Park. And please note 
that I · said connection, not completion, 
though in the end one could very well 
mean the other. 

Now let us pray ·that some miracle 
will 'give Memphis officials the wisdom to 
take the next step arid finally remove the 
club from the hands of a fanatic few and 
allow the will, of the majority to be 
accomplished. . 

If Memphis would also withdraw any 
requests for federal participation or 
money to complete I-40, this would pre­
vent the Federal Environmental Agency 
and the federal courts from exercising 
control over what the city of Memphis 
does in Overton Park. 

The State of Tennessee could give or 
sell the land (which they originally paid 
the city $1 million for) back to the city 
since they would have no further need for 
it. And since Gov. Ray Blanton has public­
ly said that h~ wants I -AO finished through 
Memphis, surely he ought to be able to 
get this .~ccomplished. . ·,. 

The city of Memphis would get the $ 
million from the same place we would ge,t 
our part of the $33.5 million· which w:~ 
would have to pay if the latest proposal; 
was approved. 

Once this land was again city proper­
ty, it could use its own equipment or hire 
a contractor to bulldoze a right-of-way 
and construct a six-lane street through 
Overton Park, connect both present ends 
of I -40, and end the controversy and ridic­
ulous situation which has exisled in our 
city for so long. · 

WILLIAM-EGBERT 
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