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Artifacts

source of
fascination

A time of mystery surrounds
them. A spark of excitement and
a jolt to modern conceptions of
the history of civilizations are on
display here at Southwestern in
the form of the Thai artifacts of
Dr. John Copper, professor of
International Studies. Housed in
the case in Burrow Library’s
entrance hall, these curiosities of
Southeast Asia are a source of
speculation and confusion to
anthropologists and archeolo-
gists alike.

In the Fall of 1971, while
involved with the University of
Maryland’s Far East Programin

‘Udorn, a city in northern
Thailand, Copper learned of the
recent excavations at Bon
Chieng. Curiosity drove him to
the site located 50 miles from
Udorn and 10-20 miles from the
Mekong River.

The area holds no geo-
graphical attraction, no port, no
river band, yet here lie the
remains of civilizations dating
back as far as 10,000 years.
Perhaps, as Copper presumes, it
was a ‘“‘crossroads,” or perhaps a
river once ran through Bon
Chieng. o

Today the area host only a
backward clan of Thai farmers,
according to Copper. Eagerly
would jovial villagers guide and
negotiate sales with excited
tourists, who ventured to the site.
Though unlearned in the glories
and profundities of archeology,
the natives knew how to make a
quick “baht” when given the
opportunity.

Thus aided, Copperlaid bare
the large clay pots, several
“burial ornaments,” and stone
and clay articles of the display -
with one exception. The armbone
encircled with “burial bracelets”
- for this place was eventually
one of the interment - he
purchased from a villager who
claimed to have uncovered it a
hundred yards from the spot
where Copper dug.

Though the legality of it is
questionable, Copper was able to
ship his specimens of what were
“not defined at the time as

.

Librarian Bill Short arranges Dr. Copper’s Thai relics in
the display case in the entrance hall of the library.

cultural artifacts” back to the
States. However, since the Thai
government became aware of the
significance of its treasure (and
went so far as to spread rumor
that all diggers would be subject
to a Queen’s curse of a horrible
death), the area was closed.
Natives fearful of the govern-
ment but alert to the market
began to fabricate and seil
“artifacts” to unwary tourists
who later were arrested for
purchasing these ‘‘cultural
pieces,” Copper remarked.

It was by chance that
Copper realized the implications
of his findings while perusing an
issue of National Geographic
(March, 1971). In an article by
Wilhelm G. Solheim II, Ph.D.
entitled “New Light on a
Forgotten Past” he ran across a
photograph of a pot almost
identical to the large red and.
white ones among his speci-
mens. The article stated that
findings in Southeast Asia
showed evidence that civiliz-
ations advanced in agriculture,
tool-shaping, and pottery craft
had existed there as many as
1000 years prior to settlements in
Northern China where Oriental
culture is believed to have began.
Pottery more ancient than any
found in Japan (where the are is
presumed to have had its origin

=\

in the Far East) was being
unearthed in Bon Chieng and
various other locations in
Southeast Asia.

Intrigued by a revelation in
which he held a personal stake,
Copper followed the develop-
ments of this study. From Thai
scholars and anthropologists,
for example, he learned of the
unearthing of a section of a dam
estimated to be 10,000 years old
in ‘an area used for rice
cultivation. This implied that a
developed agricultural system
was in existence in Southeast
Asia well before any Mid-East
counterpart.

With the continuation of
these projects, our contempor-
aries in the fields of archeology
and anthropology are witnes-
sing firsthand the unveiling of
the remnants of a people whose
influence of the history of the
civilizations may put many
preconceptions to test.

As to the future of Copper’s
artifacts, it is the professor’s
plan to hold onto them. They
have not been appraised, nor is
evaluation Copper’s intent.
Presently they remain of the
Southwestern campus as a
monument to ancient history
and a source of enlightenment
and fascination.

Lisbeth Nielson

Health Department
investigates illness

Last weekend many students
were suddenly struck with a
stomach illness. Some 67 cases
were reported to the infirmary,
with symptons of nausea,
vomiting, diarrhea, and low grade
fever. The sickness itself was fairly
severe, but lasted only about 6-8
hours on the average. According to
Nurse Gill, most of the affected
were feeling back to normal within
12 hours.

The sudden and peculiar
nature of this attack prompted
authorities from the Shelby County
Health Department to come and
investigate. Though there were
several possibilities to consider, the
widespread assumption across
campus was food poisoning,
thereby putting Epicure on the
chopping block once more.
Actually, the culpritisjustas likely
to be a highly communicable virus
spread entirely by some other
means.

As many as 60 students were
carefully interviewed by a team of

researchers under the direction of
Dr. Joe Levy. They were asked to
recall as accurately as possible
what they had eaten and where
they had been in the few days
preceding the illness. Thorough
investigation of the Refectory took
place as well. Kitchen utensils were
cultured for harmful bacteria and
samples of supplies were taken for
observation. Many of the
employees were interviewed in an
attempt to trace any possible
source of viral infection. Results of
the Health Department survey are
being drawn up now. Up to this
point there have been no
conclusions drawn as to whether or
not it was viral or food poisoning.

Nurse Gill commented
favorably on the cooperative
students who had been ill and came
to be interviewed, making it
possible for the Health Department
to collect the necessary date.
Information regarding the final
outcome of the research will follow
at a later date.

Security to be rebuilt;

BSA loses housing

Can Southwestern sacrifice
the Black Student Association for
an upgrade in its appearance?
Those seem to be in the plans. The
college has received a sum of
$100,000 this past summer by
meeting the building specifications
set in the will of a beneficiary. Two
of the specifications in the will were
that the building had to be a
separate structure and not a
dormitory. A new maintenance,
security, and housekeeping
building suited the requirements,
and Tom Kepple and Ron

Yarborough busied themselves
with plans.
With the Performing Arts

Building in the future plans, within
the next three or four years, the
roadway from University past the
security building will be one of the
main entrances to the perform-
ances. The money received came
just in time to make an

Southwestern enrollment rise follows national trend

(CPS)--First estimates of fall
enrollment in American colleges
and universities see an increase
of 2.8 percent over last fall’s level.
The National Center for
Educational - Statistics (NCES)
expects a total of 11.6 million on
campus, 320,000 more than 1977’s
11.28 million.

If the estimates gwove true -
the Center won’t have final
figures until the spring -- this
will be the second consecutive
autumn increase. Many schools,
though, are still trying to recover
from the fall of 1976, when
enrollment in public colleges and
universities dropped a precipitous
nine percent.

And many administrators
are still preparing for drops in
the future. Demographers say the

nation simply won’t be producing
enough 18-year-olds in the 1980’s
to allow schools to maintain
their course diversity and
physical plant.

Some analysts also think
that fewer 18-year-olds will enroll

Resident Commuting Total

FRESHMEN \
Men 118 11 19
Women 148 12 13
266 23 32

TRANSFER
Men 13 137 24
Women 11 161 _2§
24 298 47

Total of new students = 345

in college in the future because
of a predicted slackening of
demand for educated workers.
Specifically, by 1980 there
should be some 4.2 million 18-
year-olds who might go to
college. By 1990, that number
will fall to 3.4 million. Even
fewer 18-year-olds will be
available to populate the
campuses in the early 1990’s.
For the moment, though, the
NCES sees enrollment at public
colleges and universities hitting
9.1 million, with another 2.5
million at private schools.
Southwestern has followed
the trend toward increased
enrollment with an unusually
large number of new students
signed up for classes.
Naturally, the problem of a

lack of dorm space arose. Neely
Hall, formerly a men’s dormitory,
has been converted into a
women’s dormitory. Also, a
social room and a guest suite are
being used in order to accommo-
date the overflow of students.
The table is the most re-
cent report on the new students
enrolled. ’

e

improvement on the campus.

Tom Kepple has tentative
plans for the new building. He has
considered appearances, and trees
will be spared. There will probably
be the same number of parking
places and a road connecting the
gymnasium parking lot. For the
bike riders, the roads should be
straightened out between the
fraternity-Glassell parking lot and
the Student Center. Mainly, the
entire appearance of the entrance
from University will be upgraded.
The building itself will be of
traditional Arkansas fieldstone
taking approximately six months
to complete the outside. Possible
use of solar panels would aid
Southwestern’s energy - conserv-
ation efforts.

However, the plans for the
proposed building will not be
confirmed until after the October
Board meeting. Choosing an
architect occurs soon after with
hopes of a final design by January.
Construction may begin as soon as
February, which would place the
completion time as of fall, 1979.

The BSA has not been included
in the new building. They could use
Theatre Six if the Southwestern
Players had access to the Zeta
House. They may permanently
reside in Tuthill in three or four
years when the Performing Arts
Building is completed.

Ellen Geiger
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Dear Editor:

This is an open letter to
Epicure and to whoever in the
Administration will claim
authority over the Refectory.

We gave you fair warning. We
signed petitions and made
suggestions. We protested the ID’s
and 5-day meal plan. We spoke to
the management. We printed
letters in the Sou’wester. We
boycotted meat and became
vegetarians. We even complained
to parents—but to no avail. The
quality of the Refectory “food” has
steadily declined.

Therefore, we decided to show
you we mean business. Last week,
you witnessed a small group of
people contract the “Son of SAM”

Cutbacks in research grants
may hurt science departments

WASHINGTON, D.C. (CPS)-The
federal government gave more
money than ever before for
scientific research at colleges and
universities last year. But a
National Science Board report has
found some ominous trends behind
that news. The report suggests that
in the future there’ll be fewer
research dollars available for fewer
schools, thus knocking the props
from under many college science
departments.

As a result, more colleges are
stressing teaching over the
research role for their science
professors.

Back in the early 1960’s, the
report explains, the federal
government generously granted
millions in basic research funds to
buy sophisticated equipment,
assemble special laboratories, and
construct whole science complexes.

By 1977, though, most of those

grants had been either reduced or
discontinued. And by 1977, most
federal science funding required
just those kinds of elaborate
facilities. Consequently those
schools that employed someone
who was good at getting basic
research grants in the early sixties
are now the only schools that can
compete effectively for basic
research grants in the seventies.
The report, called ‘“Basic
Research in Mission Agencies,”
further explained the government
has shifted from basic research to
applied research. That means
federal agencies now can only fund
research that is directly related to
the agencies’ legislative mandates.
For example, the Dept. of
Defense, which used to fund
mathematics research, can do so
now only if the research can be
applied to, say, weapons systems.
Yet that kind of research

requires elaborate equipment.
Since the government no longer
finances such equipment for
schools, many colleges are simply
being shut out of federal research
grants. The National Science
Board found that 85 percent of the
government’s basic research
monies in fiscal year 1977-78 went
to fewer than one hundred colleges.

Sothe NSB, which oversees the
National Science Foundation,
forecasts some radical changes in
the historic relationship between
the government and the academic
scientific community. Already
many science departments, short
of research money, are scheduling
more teaching time for their
researchers. Without stretching the
point too far, it’s a case of the
academic scientific community
losing not only its biggest
customer, but its primary source of
funding.

Student food committee meets

The Student Food Committee
was formed early last year to hear
complaints or comments on the
food service and falls under the
responsibility of the SGA Vice-
President. The chairman is
assisted by a secretary and
representatives of each class. This
year’s Committee consists of Larry
Glasscock, Diana Scarbrough, Joe
Evangelisti, Mike Frick, Sandy
Deeser, Madeline Mayes, Chris
Christie, Bo Butler, and Marsh
Acker. Its purpose is to express

student opinions, serve as a source
of communication and assistance
between Epicure and the student
body, and, hopefully, begin
working with the food service
director on menu notations.

The new food director, Al
Slone, replaced Larry Richardson
who resigned from Epicure during
the summer.

Use of an LD. system, and
alternative meal plan, and the
abolishment of “Steak Night” are

i

Arthur Burns entertained questions from students and members
of the press at a conference last Friday during break.

among several changes this year.
All of these changes are designed to
combat rising food costs and
maximize the use of student
money.

The identification system is
being used to prevent people from
off campus and town students from
eating at our expense. The
alternate meal plan is something
that was requested by students last
spring (although it is not the same
system as previously discussed).
Approximately twelve percent of
the students take advantage of this
option.

Steak Night has not disap-
peared but rather has been
changed. It will occur usually on
Wednesday or Thursday nights
and will often be disguised as a
make-your-own-sandwich or
seafood night. Although Steak
Night is remembered fondly, it
should be remembered that many
times last year the cut of meat was
inexcusibly poor and the variety of
this year’s plan should provide
something for everyone.

Another cost to students is the
number of glasses, coffee cups, and
silverware that leave the refectory
each week. Their replacement
comes out of our food money.

This expense cutting should
lead to constantly improving food
service and variety. The use of
these changes will weaken the
position that something “can’t be
done because it costs too much”.

A suggestion box will be placed
in the refectory, minutes of food
committee meetings will be posted,
and open discussions will be held in
order to maximize the benefits to
the student body.

plague. This brought in the Health
Department, aroused campus
interest, and may have gotten you

‘worried. If not, no matter—that was

merely a sample of our power. Now
that you have seen it, we give you
our ultimatum: shape up or ship
out.

Yes, you have two choices:
either the nutritional and health
standards of Epicure are improved
to our satisfaction,or elseyouleave
town. If neither of these conditions
are met, the campus will experience
a relapse of the plague--this time
with much more devastating
results.

Remember, this is our final

statement, You have 48 hours to
comply.
The Sons of SAM

Whether this letter is to be taken
seriously or not must be left up to
the reader. It is surely preferable to
regard it as merely a macabre sense
of humor at play. —Editor

To the Editor, Sou’wester,

A SAM is a SAM is a SAM...a
SAM by any other name would still
smell like a place where eminently
large-minded people can be
induced by contentious comrades
to waste time on magnificent
quibbles.

—Ross Higman

Commission plans
activities for 1978-79

The

Social Commission and Student Center Assembly are

formulating plans for the coming year.

As previously announced, the Homecoming dance on October 21,
1978, will be held at the Orpheum, a theater at the corner of Second Street
and Beale Street. The entertainment will be provided by Larry Raspberry
and the Highsteppers and “Exotic Movement”.

Other activities have also been suggested and are being discussed.
Bingo is coming up in the near future. The North Carolina Dance
Ensemble is coming to Memphis and the Royal Lichtenstein Circus has

also been suggested. Director Robert Altman may be able to drop by foran

appearance, while he is in Memphis for the premiere of his latest movie,
Remember My Name, starring Geraldine Chaplin and Anthony Hopkins.
A concert and a disco dance may be held soon.

Coming up this week:

Friday, September 29 Movie: Deliverance 7:30 p.m. at Frazier-Jelke-B

Friday, September 29, Uncommon House in the Pub with Kathleen
: Madden at 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 30, Jim Chabel and Tom Priakos in the Pub at 9:00

p.m

The Student Center Assembly is holding its next meeting on
Wednesday, October 4, 1978 at 5:45 p.m. in the Student Center and
everyone is welcome to attend. The Student Center Assembly also

appreciates all suggestions.

High school students
to attend seminar

Tomorrow, approximately one
hundred high school students are
expected to attend an admissions
seminar here entitled “Liberal
Education: Preparation for a
Career.” The program will last only
one day.

The schedule for the day’s
events is:

Registration and Campus
Tours

800 to 9:00 a.m. Thomas Briggs
Student Center f

Panel Discussion

9:00 to 10:00 a.m. ‘“‘Liberal
Education: Preparation for a
Career” 200 Clough Hall
Participants:

Vickie Gilmore, Class of 1975.
Manager, Financial Investments
and Analysis, Federal Express
Corporation.

Charles Tuggle, Class of 1970.
Attorney: Heishell, Donelson, and
Adams.
Thomas White,
Physician.
James Williamson, Class of 1968.
Architect.

Seminars: 10:10 to 11:10 a.m. and
11:20 to 12:20 p.m.

1. Health Related Professions

2. Legal Professions

3. Business Professions

4. Arts and Communications
Professions

5. Social Services Professions
Lunch: 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.
Catherine Burrow Refectory
Afternoon Activities 1:30 to 3:00
Football. Southwestern vs Coe
College

City of Memphis Tour

In Depth Tour of Science Facilities
Conference Ends 3:00 p.m.

Class of 1939.

Freshmen robbery victims

Sunday morning at 6:43, two
male students were held at

gunpoint and knifepoint, and tied

and robbed in their dormitory room
here on campus. The robbery was
committed by three black males
who forced themselves into the
room asking for “money and dope”.

The criminals tore the room
apart after blindfolding, gagging,
and hog-tieing the two freshman
students. After a very thorough
search of their room without
finding any “money or dope”, the
three men took everything they
could take from the room, packed it
in one student’s luggage and left.

The three black males were not
seen or heard by anyone contacted
so far. After a short length of time,
one freshman freed himself from

his bindings and was able to call
for help.

Oddly, one of the same
criminals had come to the
freshman’s room earlier that
morning at two a.m. He asked for
“dope” and the freshman told him
he had none and shut his door.

The robbery has brought about
a security policy effective Friday.
The west doors of Glassell will be
permanently closed and the east
doors will be locked at midnight
with residents having keys to the
east doors. Locks are also to be
installed on Robb, White, and
Ellett. Seventy-eight residents,
upon hearing of this action, have
signed a petition which will keep
their doors unlocked and opened
twenty-four hours a day.









