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RS 258 INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM  
FALL SEMESTER 2004 

 
Prof. John Kaltner, Religious Studies 

Clough 400A - 843-3407 
Office Hours: T & TH 3-4:30; F 2-3; other times by appointment 

 
 
 
Course Description 
 This class is an examination of some of the major historical, theological, philosophical and 
cultural elements of the Islamic tradition. The first part of the semester will focus on the formative period 
of the religion, and the second part will address issues of concern to modern Muslim communities. 
 
Required Texts 
Norman Calder, Jawid Mojaddedi, and Andrew Rippin (eds.), Classical Islam: A Sourcebook of Religious 
Literature (Routledge, 2003). 
Charles Kurzman (ed.), Liberal Islam: A Sourcebook (Oxford University Press, 1998). 
Tayeb Salih, The Wedding of Zein (Heinemann, 1999). 
 
Course Requirements 
1) Attendance and participation 
The course will be in a seminar format. All students are expected to complete all readings for the day they 
are assigned and come to class prepared to discuss them. More than four unexcused absences will adversely 
affect your grade. Attendance and participation will account for 10% of your final grade.  
 
2) WebCT assignments 
The course has a web site that contains background information and questions for each class period. You 
will regularly be asked to answer a question on-line prior to coming to class. Details about the web site and 
how to access it will be given during the first class of the semester.  WebCT assignments will account for 
10% of your final grade. 
 
3) Papers 
You will write three brief papers during the course of the semester. One will be a study of a portion of the 
hadith material (September 21), one will be a movie review (October 28), and one will be a paper and 
presentation on a modern Muslim thinker that will be done in the latter part of the semester. Details on each 
of these assignments will be given well in advance of the due dates. Each of the papers will account for 
10% of your final grade.  
 
4) Exams 
There will be two exams during the semester (September 28 and November 2) and a final exam that will be 
taken during finals week. The semester exams will each account for 20% of your final grade and the 
final exam will account for 10% of your final grade. 
 
Grading   
The final grade will be determined based on the following scale: 
A (93-100), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82), C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), 
D (63-66), D- (60-62), F (below 60) 
 
 
August 26  Introduction: Perceptions of Islam 



 
 
August 31  Life in a Muslim Village 
 Read:   The Wedding of Zein 
 
September 2  Historical Overview of Islam  

Read:   P. Crone, “The Rise of Islam in the World” 
http://www.nitle.org/arabworld/texts.php?module_id=2&reading_id=305&print=1
 
September 7  The Qur’an 

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 1 
 
September 9  The Life of the Prophet  

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 2 
 
September 14  Traditions of the Prophet 

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 3 
 
September 16  Historical Writings  

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 4 
 
September 21  Hadith Assignment (TBA) 

Read:   Hadith Database 
http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/reference/searchhadith.html  
 
September 23  Shi‘a Islam 

Read:   Overview of Shi`ism  
http://philtar.ucsm.ac.uk/encyclopedia/islam/shia/shia.html; differences between Sunni 
and Shi‘a Islam http://www.al-islam.org/encyclopedia/chapter9/1.html  
 
September 28  Exam #1 
 
September 30  Film: “Kandahar” 
 
October 5  Interpreting the Qur‘an 

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 5 
 
October 7  Islamic Thought: Theology and Philosophy 

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 6 
 
October 12  Islamic Practice: Law and Ritual 

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 7  
 
October 14  Islamic Mysticism: Sufism  

Read:   Classical Islam, chapter 8 
 

http://www.nitle.org/arabworld/texts.php?module_id=2&reading_id=305&print=1
http://www.usc.edu/dept/MSA/reference/searchhadith.html
http://philtar.ucsm.ac.uk/encyclopedia/islam/shia/shia.html
http://www.al-islam.org/encyclopedia/chapter9/1.html


October 19  Fall Break—No Class 
 
October 21  Gender in Islam 

Read:   Selections from “Women in Islam” 
http://www.uga.edu/islam/Islamwomen.html  
 
October 26  Film: “Osama” 
 
October 28  Discussion of film (review due)/Introduction to Liberal Islam 

  
November 2  Exam #2 
 
November 4  Student Presentations (“Against Theocracy”) 
   ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Raziq; Muhammad Khalaf-Allah; Muhammad Sa‘id  
   Al-‘Ashmawi 
 
November 9  Student Presentations (“Democracy”) 
   S. M. Zafar; Dimasangcay A. Pundato; Rachid Ghannouchi 
 
November 11  Student Presentations (“Rights of Women”) 
   Nazira Zein-ed-Din; Benazir Bhutto; Fatima Mernissi 
 
November 16 Student Presentations (“Rights of Women” and “Rights of Non-

Muslims”) 
 Amina Wadud-Muhsin; Humayun Kabir; Chandra Muzaffar 
 
November 18 Student Presentations (“Rights of Non-Muslims” and “Freedom of 

Thought”) 
 Muhammad Talbi; Ali Bulaç; ‘Ali Shariati 
 
November 23  Thanksgiving Break—No Class  
 
November 25  Thanksgiving Break—No Class 
 
November 30  Student Presentations (“Freedom of Thought”) 

Yusuf al-Qaradawi; ‘Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na‘im; Abdul-Karim 
Soroush 

 
December 2  Student Presentations (“Progress”) 

Muhammad Iqbal; Nurcholish Madjid; Mamadiou Dia; Shabbir 
Akhtar 

 
December 7  Evaluation 
 

http://www.uga.edu/islam/Islamwomen.html
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