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ENGL265-02—Special Topics in Literature: What Is Ehnic Literature?
Professor Amanda Dykema

Fall 2014 — TR 9:30-10:45am—Clough 300

E-mail: dykema@rhodes.edu

Office: Palmer Hall 309B

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 2-3pm; Thursdayllam-12pm; & by appointment

Required Texts & Materials:
The following texts have been ordered at the Rh&wedkstore and are also available online. Please
purchase the editions ordered. Please also ndtthtira will be additional important readings, all
available to be downloaded at the Moodle sitefig tourse (elms.umd.edu).

Alexie, Shermanklight (2007). Grove/Black Cat. ISBN: 978-0802170378

Anzaldla, GloriaBorderlands/La Frontera (1987). Aunt Lute. ISBN: 978-1879960855.

Diaz, JunotThe Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (2007). Riverhead. ISBN: 978-1594483295

Kingston, Maxine HongWoman Warrior (1975). Vintage. ISBN: 978-0679721888

Lahiri, JhumpalUnaccustomed Earth (2008). Vintage. ISBN: 978-0307278258

Silko, Leslie MarmonCeremony (1977). Penguin. ISBN: 978-0143104919

Course Objectives & Learning Outcomes

This course will study the emergence of the categbfethnic literature” in the United States—aalijt
shifting, contested, incomplete, political, artissite from which conceptions of literary expressive
expanded and interrogated. To ask “What is etlir@@ature?” presumes other questions: what is
literature? What do we mean by the term “ethnici'this class, we will do our best to be mindfuttudse
guestions, analyzing these works for how they mgrethe cultures about which and within which they
were written but also being careful not to assuma¢ these works tell the entire story about a celox
ethnic experience in the United States.

Ultimately, this course will not attempt to covlethistory of ethnic literature in the United Statethis
would be impossible in fifteen weeks. Instead, vilkhegin with the rise of ethnic literature asalnject
of study in the U.S. academy. Tracing the canoratksbof the 1980s and 1990s and the creation wiceth
literature anthologies, we will examine the poétiand cultural contexts out of which Latino/a, #si
American, African American, and Native Americanttewere incorporated into the study of American
Literature. We will analyze several exemplary eathynic literary works, including Gloria Anzaldua’s
Borderlands/La Frontera and Maxine Hong Kingston'¥/oman Warrior, to consider the formal and
political qualities that made them so attractivedthnic literary study. We will investigate whyeiary
canons matter—how they index not only questiortastie and value, but of power—and consider the
stakes of including or excluding a given text frarnanon. Finally, we will read 2tentury works like
Jhumpa Lahiri'dJnaccustomed Earth and Junot Diaz'$he Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,
considering how contemporary writers formally amdititally negotiate the canons of American
literature and ethnic literature in light of theéeies of the 20century.

Under the Rhodes College Foundations curriculuim,dburse satisfies the F2 and F4 requirements. Thi
means that our official learning outcomes incluelgding and interpreting literary texts and deveilgpi
excellence in written communication. Thus, in mooacrete terms, this course is designed to fatglita
your practice of critical thinking, writing and mdiag to interpret texts, your skill in making argents
supported by textual evidence, and your familianitth both the political histories that contextaali

ethnic literature and various literary strategieS.l&thnic writers employ in the 2@nd 2 centuries.

Course Palicies & Requirements

A college course is more than simply a set of ass@nts; it is an intellectual process, one whicluiies
active engagement from beginning to end in orderctdeve its intended results. The policies and
expectations described below are formulated withithmind.



Papers. The essays in this course are designed to allowieydevelop your own readings of our texts and
to practice close reading — the careful analysth@how the details of a text’s language and fshape

its meaning. You will write one shorter paper (appr3-4 pages), a close reading of a single passage
one longer paper (approx. 6-7 pages), a literaayyais of a novel. For each essay, | will provigedfic
assignment sheets to explain the essays in gdetiat. All documents are due at the beginning of

class on the date listed on the syllabuklnless alternate arrangements are made with noeebiéfe due
date late papers will lose one grade increment (ex B-tor C+ to C) per day.

Revision Opportunities. My teaching philosophy values revision opportigsit- | prefer to offer
comments on your writing during the writing proceshile they can still be helpful to you, ratheath
after a final grade has been earned. Thereforedon major assignment in this courspers will be

due in two stagesBoth due dates are listed on the course calenddmath versions are considered
“final” drafts, in the sense that they must bedivéd and fulfill the requirements of the assignmemt

the first version, you will receive thorough comrneegeared toward revision but no grade. The second,
revised version will receive only a grade, no comtsePlease note: the original version with my
comments is required to be turned in along withsiheond version, so take care to keep track of it.

Submitting work. All out of class work for this course should bedgipand submitted inard-copy form
(not email) unless you are otherwise instructednfab essays must use correct MLA format (title,pag
numbers, 1-inch margins, 11 or 12 point Times NemBn or Calibri font, etc.). All major assignments
are integral to the goals of the course. Failureotmplete any paper or test will result in a grafie for
the course.

Grade Distribution. Your grade in this course will be determined dut@00 possible points.

Participation 100
Quizzes & Homework 100
Midterm 100
Paper 1 — Close Reading 200
Paper 2 — Literary Analysis 300
Final Exam 200
Total: 1000

(A: 930-1000, A-: 900-929, B+: 880-899, B: 830-8B9, 800-829, C+: 780-799, C: 730-779, C-: 700-
729, D+: 680-699, D: 630-679, D-: 600-629, F: 50@elow)

Class Participation. You are expected to come to class prepared fousk$son, which means reading the
assigned text carefully and marking significantgslgaragraphs before class so you can contribtle to
discussion using specific textual evidence (quatferences to specific page numbers, etc.). Please
bring your copy of the assigned texto every class. If there is a reading assignemi fi@oodle, you
should print it and bring it to class as well. lass discussion may often include your generaltieato

a text — always a good way to begin — but is ultelyameant to lead you to the ability to construct
literary arguments that reflect the complexity atle assigned text. Participating and listeningfadyeto
your classmates on a regular basis should helgtyengthen your ability to develop and support an
argument about a literary text, skills you will dge succeed on the papers and exams.

Discussion Questions. Twice during the semester, you will submit a déstan question that responds to
the assigned reading. A thoughtful, well-craftestcdssion question has no clear right answer antbtan
be answered by basic factual or plot informatioiscDssion questions should aim to generate
conversation and will generally require severateseees of setup. You should present the parameters
your question (give a sentence or so of contegR tlae question, and point out one or two moments i
the text that could inform discussion. In totaluy@rompt should the length of a short paragraph.
Remember to think thematically; in other words,idyaot questions (“what will happen?”).



Courtesy. Please be respectful of everyone’s opinions, pesend person in this course. A primary
purpose of this class is to give you the opponuttitpractice developing interpretations of theseand
while you are encouraged to offer differing ideam) should do so in a thoughtful manner. Furthami
committed to creating an academic climate thaafe,sespectful, and appreciative of all people,
regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual orientatgmmder identity, socioeconomic background, ability,
religion, or any other aspect of one’s identityclinate of mutual respect allows us to ask difficul
guestions and to participate in honest discussires; in the context of strong disagreement. Grgati
this kind of open, honest, and respectful climatetr mutual responsibility.

Quizzes. | will often give short quizzes as incentive foayahg current on the reading. Most of these
quizzes will be will be in class, but | may admteiscertain quizzes via Moodle. If so, these wal b
announced ahead of time and will go live at 5 phm.day before class.

Attendance. Please come to class on time. Regular attendanttelass participation are essential for this
course. In general, | do not differentiate betwertused and unexcused absences. Each absendbeafter
third class missed will lower your final course dgaby 50 points (half a letter grade). Studentk wit
college-sanctioned extracurricular activities (etiicls, mock trial, etc.) or religious observandest will
require them to miss one or more classes duringahmester should talk to me in advance of their
anticipated absence. All such absences that argppobved in advance will adversely affect yourdgra

Technology. Turn off cell phonesand other electronic devices before class. | exb@t computers will
be used only for class-related work. Get in thathaflregularly checking your email, as | will seodt
announcements and assignments this way. Emagastia¢ best way to contact me (though please give
me up to 24 hours to respond). Depending on yoestipn, | may recommend that we discuss it in
person. Please also regularly consult our couraeespn Moodle at www.moodle.rhodes.edu. Moodle
will enable you to view the syllabus, access assmmts and other course materials, and communicate
with me and your classmates.

Intellectual Honesty. All work turned in for this course is to be compglgtin accordance with Rhodes’
Honor Code; it must be your own work, produced @siokely for this course. Plagiarism is a violatimmn
the integrity of the occupation of learning andke@us act of disrespect toward me as professor and
toward your fellow students. “Plagiarism” meansedity copying someone else’s work, paraphrasing
someone else’s words or ideas without giving theedit, or having someone else do your work for you.
(Because of this, students are advised againghgdbeir work on the internet and advised to naint
drafts of their work to verify its originality.) Gas of suspected plagiarism will be referred tatbaor
Council, and the student if convicted will recevgrade of F in the course in addition to sanctions
assigned by the Council. Clear evidence of plagiiaufailure to use quotation marks around copied
language, failure to adequately paraphrase, faituoite the source of quoted/paraphrased/borrdesd
and ideas) may likewise result in failure of theise, regardless of the Council hearing outcome.
Carelessness in documenting sources, even if testtianal plagiarism, will be penalized as | deem
appropriate. If you have any concerns that youoastmight violate this course’s academic integrity
policies, speak with me early in the assignmenhfdp and clarification.

Soecial needs. If you have a registered disability that will requaccommodations, please see me within
the first two weeks of class so we can arrangéh®resources you need. If you have a disabilith an
have not yet registered with the Office of Studeisability Services, you should do so immediately
(901-843-3885, http://www.rhodes.edu/disabilitysezs/)




Course Calendar

Readings should be completed by the day on whiep dine listed. This calendar may be subject to
change during the course; all changes will be ancediin class and via Moodle. Readings mafk&d
can be accessed on Moodle at moodle.rhodes.edu.

AUGUST

Thurs 28 Class Introduction/Syllabus Overview
What is “canonical”?

SEPTEMBER

Tues 2 Literary Study—What, Why, How
Lahiri, “Unaccustomed Earth” pp. 3-§81)

Thurs 4 “Unaccustomed Earth” continued
Writing assignment due

Tues 9 Canons and Canonicity
Bloom, Closing of the American Mind excerpt(M)
Lauter, “Reconstructing American Literatur@?)

Thurs 11 Lorde, “The Master’s Tools{M)
Gates, pp. 101-105 of “The Master’'s Piecdd)
Moraga, Preface tohis Bridge Called My Back (M)
Tues 16 Bona & Maini—"Multiethnic Literature and the Can@rebates’(M)
Thurs 18 Asian American Literature
Hong KingstonWoman Warrior, “No Name Woman” pp. 3-16
Chin, Aiieceee! Preface pp. xi-xxi(M)
Tues 23 Woman Warrior, “Shaman” pp. 57-109
Yamada, “Invisibility is an Unnatural Disaster” atisian Pacific American Women
and Feminism” fronThis Bridge (M)
Thurs 25 Woman Warrior, “A Song for a Barbarian Reed Pipe” pp. 164-209

Tues 30 Native American Literature
Silko, Ceremony pp. 1-45
Cameron, “Gee, You Don’t Seem...” frofhis Bridge (M)

OCTOBER
Thurs 2 Ceremony pp. 45-104

Tues 7 Ceremony pp. 104-198

Thurs 9 Close Reading Paper Due Date 1
Ceremony discussion continued

Tues 14 Ceremony 199-244

Thurs 16 Midterm Exam



Tues 21 FALL BREAK — No Class

Thurs 23 Close Reading Paper Due Date 2
Chicano/a/Latino/a American Literature
Moraga, This Bridge intros and “La Guera(M)

Tues 28 AnzaldtaBorderlands/La Frontera pp. 17-35

Thurs 30 Borderlands/La Frontera pp. 75-86, 99-113

NOVEMBER
Tues 4 Contemporary Ethnic Literature — Pasts, Presnts, Futures
Revisit “Unaccustomed Earth”
Thurs 6 Lahiri “Once in a Lifetime,” “Year’s End,” “Going shore” pp. 223-333

Tues 11 Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao pp. 1-75
Thurs 13 Oscar Wao pp. 77-210
Tues 18 Oscar Wao pp. 211-307

Thurs 20 Oscar Wao pp. 311-335
Homework: Two-page draft of Literary Analysis daeoffice hours conference

Tues 25 Literary Analysis Paper Due Date #1
Oscar Wao discussion

Thurs 27 THANKSGIVING BREAK — No Class

DECEMBER
Tues 2 Alexie, Flight pp. 1-106

Thurs 4 Alexie, Flight pp. 107-181

Tues 9 Literary Analysis Paper Due Date #2
Flight discussion

FINAL EXAM: 8:30a.m. Friday, December 12



