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David	Yellin‐	Mr.	Newsum	this	time	just	a	quick	biographical	sketch,	where	you	
were	born.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	I	was	born	right	here	in	Memphis	out	on	Willette	St.	and	I	
have	lived	here	all	my	life.	I	went	to	Carnage	Elementary	school	and	Booker	
Washington	high	school.	

David	Yellin‐	You	started	to	work	for..	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	started	worked	for	the	(muffled)	enterprise	which	was	the	
admirable	bimbo	inn.	I	think	when	I	was	about	in	9th	grade	and	I	started	there	as	a	
dishwasher	after	school	and	I	just	worked.	I	worked	up	in	the	kitchen	I	went	form	
dishwashing	to	a	salad	boy	and	from	that	I	made	it	on	up	to	the	1st	cook	and	then	I	
found	I	could	make	more	money	in	the	dining	room	as	a	waiter	so	I	went	from	
cooking	to	waiting	tables	and	I	was	waiting	tables	when	they	decided	that	negros	
could	be	fire	men	and	well	this	was	an	election	year,.	

David	Yellin‐	When	was	that	just	for	historical	record?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	This	was	in	55.	I	went	in	training	July	the	11th	1955.	

David	Yellin‐	This	was	after	the	supreme	court	decision.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes.	And..	

David	Yellin‐	Did	you	always	want	to	be	a	fire	men	or	how…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Not	necessarily	but	I	always	wanted	a	good	job	and	at	this	time	I	
had	a	family	and	I	didn’t	really	have	any	intentions	of	going	back	to	school	so	I	felt	
that	if	I	took	this	job	it	would	be	one	of	security.	Now	that	you	know	I	left	this	job,	
when	I	took	it	I	thought	there	would	be	a	possibility	of	me	moving	within	the	job.	

David	Yellin‐	I	see	upscale.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes,	as	a	matter	of	fact	like	I	said	this	was	an	election	year,	city	
election	and	well	I	guess	maybe	this	got	(muffled)	some	votes	you	know.	We	were	
told	that	within	5	years	we	would	have	a	negro	station	which	now	we	sort	of	look	
past	we	look	for	integration	but	at	this	time	we	were	told	that	we	would	have	a	
negro	station	and	we	were	told	this	because	we	started	off	with	white	offices.	A	
negro	company	and	the	officers	on	the	company	were	white.	

David	Yellin‐	How	many	negro	firemen?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Started	with	12.	

David	Yellin‐	And	you	were	in	the	first	class?	



Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes	I	was	in	the	first	12,	we	were	in	a	class	with	about	12	whites.	
Except	that	we	had	two	classes.		
	
David	Yellin‐	Oh	really.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	We	had	a	white	class	and	we	had	a	black	class.	And…	

David	Yellin‐	Now	how	do	you	mean	that.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	mean	that	we	actually	had,	they	carried	on	two	classes	one	white	
and	one	black.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	Separate	time?	
	
Floyd	Newsome‐	Same	time.		

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	Same	time	separate	rooms.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Right.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	Same	building	and	everything.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Same	thing	but	apart.	

David	Yellin‐	Who	was	your	instructor	obviously	a	white	instructor?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Al	the	instructors	were	white,	this	is	obvious	since	we	had	no	
negro	firemen.	And	this	was	strictly	a	black	class	and	a	white	class	even	down	to	the	
point	at	lunchtime	they	wouldn’t	even	let	us	have	a	good	relationship	then	because	I	
can	remember	we	had	a	ball	game	going	the	black	s	and	the	whites	and	you	know	
everything	was	fine	but	after	two	or	three	games	they	saw	fit	to	put	an	end	to	it.	

David	Yellin‐	I	wonder	why?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	Was	it	the	black	class	versus	the	white	class?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No,	no,	just	a	ball	game.	They	saw	fit	to	stop	that	and	took	car	of	
that,	but	anyway	we	were	told	you	had	to	work	on	the	job	for	a	year	before	you	
were	eligible	for	a	driver’s	job.	This	is	the	first	step	in	more	money.	At	that	time	it	
wasn’t	any	more	than	a	difference	of	about	$5	but	it	was	a	difference	anyway.		

David	Yellin‐	Up	from	a	plain	firemen…	

=Yes.	

David	Yellin‐	what	you	call	a…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	he	is	called	driver	except	you	have	no	authority.	



David	Yellin‐	And	what	is	before	you	become	a	driver?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Private.	

David	Yellin‐	Private.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes.	He	has	no	authority	he	just	gets	more	money	I	guess	simply	
because	he	is	a	driver.	And	after	3	years	then	we	were	eligible	to	take	the	
lieutenant’s	exam.	And	then	should	you	pass	the	lieutenant’s	exam	and	were	made	
lieutenant	then	you	had	to	serve	as	a	lieutenant	for	2	years	and	then	you	were	
eligible	to	take	the	captain’s	exam.	So	to	make	the	picture	pretty	we	were	told	over	a	
period	of	5	years	you	know	you	have	an	all	black	station	your	own	officers	and	what	
have	you.	Well	at	that	time	that	sounds	good	you	know	but	like	I	spent	13	years	
there	and	I	can	understand	not	making	me	because	I	wasn’t	the	favored	child	
because	I	believe	in	speaking	up	with	what	I	think	is	right	and	this	I	always	did	
however	I	always	got	respect	because	that	is	what	I	demand	but	I	do	feel	that	if	you	
know	they	didn’t	feel	that	I	merited	it,	I	feel	like	some	of	the	fellows,	somebody	I	the	
bunch	should	have	been	a		good	boy	as	such.	

David	Yellin‐	Did	any	of	them	make	it?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No	we	don’t	have	one	now.		

David	Yellin‐	Don’t	have	one	now,	a	lieutenant?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No.	

David	Yellin‐	Not	a	lieutenant.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	All	the	negro	firemen,	all	of	the	original	ones	and	then	I	will	say	all	
of	them	now	what	they	were	when	they	started.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	Private?	

David	Yellin‐	No	Drivers?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Two	drivers,	see	these	drivers	this	was	a	must		you	see	in	other	
words	they	could	not	put	a	white	driver	in	there.	Understand	when	we	started	they	
had	a	captain’s	quarters.	This	was	for	the	captain	and	the	lieutenant	slept	in	the	
room	with	the	captain	and	we	slept	in	a	bed		hall.	Well	if	they	had	a	white	driver,	if	
they	had	a	white	driver	then	he	would	have	had	to	be	in	the	bed	with	all	of	us.	Plus	
the	fact	that	he	would	have	had	to	play	the	role	of	a	private	like	we	did	which	they	
didn’t	want	at	that	particular	time	however,	now	we	have	integration	and	it	is	
different.	After,	I	don’t	know	if	it	was	a	year	or	even	if	a	year	lapsed	before	they	
made	the	guy	that	they	felt	was	the	best	drivers	in	school	they	had	the	3	of	us	on	
each	shift,	I	was	included	on	the	3	on	my	shift.		However	I	didn’t	make	driver	for	the	
same	reason	I	got	through	telling	you.	I	have	always	been	one	to	say	black	is	black	
and	red	is	red	you	know	and	at	this	particular	time	I	didn’t	make	driver	because	I	
felt	that	the	officer	at	that	time	was	showing	partiality	within	the	blacks.	He	had	him	



a	boy	picked,	so	I	didn’t	bother	about	it	and	it	just	so	happened	that	this	particular	
fellow	went	to	the	army	and	it	did	leave	an	opening	for	me	to	make	driver	but	I	
didn’t	want	it	really.	

David	Yellin‐	Did	you	actually	turn	it	down?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	told	him	I	didn’t	want	it.	

David	Yellin‐	He	asked	you	to	accept	it…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No	not	necessarily.	I	was	driving	and	this	guy	was	bugging	me	so	
until	I	requested	that	I	didn’t	be	used	as	a	driver.	That	request	was	turned	down.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	Your	immediate	superior?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah.	

David	Yellin‐	The	lieutenant.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No,	well	I	went	to	the	captain	and	then	we	had	a	conference	with	
the	deputy	district	chief	see.	And	I	didn’t	really	have	any	reason	and	so	he	didn’t	
accept	it.	And	I	didn’t	have	any	reason	except	that	I	just	wasn’t	getting	along	as	far	as	
driving	was	concerned	with	(muffled).	He	said	well	everybody	has	to	taught	how	to	
drive	and	I	know	I	just	couldn’t	turn	it	down	like	that	if	they	decided	to	make	me	a	
driver	then	that	is	what	I	would	be.	Anyway	we	went	on	from	there	and	when	I	was	
eligible	to	take	the	lieutenants	exam	I	took	it	and	I	have	taken	it	since	I	was	first	
eligible	until	now,	and	one	way	or	another	I	failed	it.	But	I	passed	it	more	than	I	
failed	it.	At	one	time	or	the	other	all	of	the	negro	firemen	that	are	eligible	for	
lieutenant	have	passed	the	lieutenant’s	exam.	The	past	exam	was	given	this	past	
November.		I	took	it	and	I	made	a	85.30.	Which	there	are	a	lot	of	great	(muffled)	
than	this.	There	reasons,	the	reasons	that	they	give	for	not	making	a	negro	
lieutenant,	is	they	say	no	one	has	gotten	high	enough	within	the	marks	according	to	
the	silver	service	and	what	have	you	but	I	know	this	is	not	so.	Well	I	say	I	don’t	feel	
that	it	is	so.	For	if	civil	service	works	in	one	promotion	then	it	works	in	all	of	them	
and	the	fellow	who	is	now	a	driver,	negro,	black,	was	made	a	driver	when	the	
fellow…well	we	had	a	driver	to	quit	to	make	it	clarified	and	the	fellow	that	is	a	
driver	now	that	took	his	place	was	made	a	driver	with	no	mark	at	all.	So	surely	if	he	
can	be	made	driver	with	no	mark	at	all	then	I	can	be	made	lieutenant	with	85.30.	
This	is	what,	regardless	to	what	the	civil	service	said	if	civil	service	left	him	be	made	
driver	with	no	grades…	

David	Yellin‐	Do	you	know	what	the	grade	is,	an	87	or	88	or	what	is	the…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	There	is	a	negro	this	year	that	has	a	95.		

David	Yellin‐	And	he	is	still	not	a	lieutenant?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	since	this	exam	they	haven’t	made	officers.	



David	Yellin‐	I	see,	he	still	has	time	to	be	one.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes,	he	has	time	to	be	one	and	now	he	just	might	happen	to	make	it	
but	I	tell	you	what	I	think	is	the	drawback.	I	don’t	think	it	is	that	they	object	so	much	
of	making	one	of	us	lieutenant	because	the	same	man	that	heads	the	fire	department	
heads	the	police	department	and	like	they	got	about	6	or	7,	well	5	or	6	black	
lieutenants	on	the	police	department	but	if	you	take	notice	none	of	them	are	
uniformed	lieutenants.	

David	Yellin‐	They	are	the	plain	clothes	detectives.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	In	other	words	they	are	their	lieutenants,	in	other	words	they	have	
no	authority	over	any	division	or	anything	you	understand	what	I	am	saying?	They	
are	lieutenants	in	the	detective	position.	All	the	lieutenants	in	uniform	are	white,	
why	because	they	have	authority	and	this	is	my	thinking	now	that	the	reason	we	
don’t	have	lieutenants	in	the	fire	department	is	that	it	would	be	hard	for	them	to	
make	a	black	lieutenant	and	he	not	be	over	whites.	

David	Yellin‐	Especially	it	he	line	of	fire	and..	

Floyd	Newsome‐	In	the	fire	department.	So	this	is	my	thinking	and	this	is	the	reason	
why	they	don’t	have	them,	this	is	my	thinking	I	am	saying.	It	doesn’t	have	to	
necessarily	be	the	reason	but	we	have	to	have	some	kind	of	reason.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	That	85	(muffled)	the	85	points	is	it	out	of	100?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes.		

David	Yellin‐	Mr.	Newsum	you	know	what	I	would	like	to	do	and	I	want	to	come	
back	to	this	point	if	we	ca	skip	to	the	time	and	then	com	back.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	ok.	

David	Yellin‐	Of	course	I	think	you	are	certainly	at	a	vantage	point	for	our	historical	
perspective	and	you	are	certainly	part	of	the	city’s	history.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Ok	where	do	we	want	to	go	now?	I	guess	we	want	to	go	now	to	
April	the	3rd?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Or	before	wherever	you	think	you	want	to	start	that	will	lead	you	
to	April	3rd.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Ok	now	on	April	the	3rd,	as	you	know	we	worked	every	other	day	
24	hour	shifts.	And	on	April	the	2nd	I	worked	and	I	worked	at	my	regular	engine	
house	which	was	number	2	at	Main	and	Butler.	I	worked	on	5	trucks.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	number	2,	Main	and	Butler	what	kind	of,	is	that	an	integrated	fire	
station?	



Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes	in	other	words	now	we	have	13	negros	and	they	are	all	
scattered	except	conveniently	wherever	they	have	one	there	is	another	one	on	the	
other	shift	but	no	two	negros	together	on	the	same	shift.	I	might	slip	this	in,	I	think,	
my	thinking	now	and	I	hope	you	don’t	think	that	I	think	hard	of	all	white	people	
because	I	don’t.	But	my	thinking	is	and	I	have	something	to	base	this	on	that	we	
have	a	negro	on	each	hip…	

David	Yellin‐	Can	I	ask	you	something,	is	this	possible.	Why	don’t	you	talk	to	us	as	if	
we	are	not	sensitive	about	being	right.	Now	I	can’t	tell	you	that	we	are	not	and	we	
are	not	but	because	other	wise	it	is	not	fair	to	you.	This	is	your	story	sir,	right?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Right.	Well	now	I	said	this	was	conveniently	done	because	in	all	
cases	it	just	so	happened	that	we	got	the	same	bed.	In	other	words	I	work	on	one	
shift	and	he	works	on	one	shift.	I	work	on	a	truck	company	he	works	on	a	pumper	
company.	

David	Yellin‐	Did	you	ever	here	a	remark	related	to	this?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No	but	I	call	them	the	black	beds,	openly.	But	you	know	it	is	
obvious	that	this	is	what	happened.	And	in	my	thinking	the	reason	that	we,	and	then	
we	are	going	to	go	back.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes,.	

_Floyd	Newsome‐	The	reason	that	we	are	scattered	as	we	are	no	two	together	was	
to	say	well	you	asked	for	integration	you	have	it.	But	now	you	live	with	it.	So	no	two	
negros	put	together	in	other	words	if	you	don’t	get	along	with	the	whites	then	you	
are	there	by	yourself.	This	is	my	thinking	of	why	we	were	scattered	like	we	were.	
Because	we	could	have	very	easily	been	two	in	a	house	you	know	what	I	mean.	You	
know	at	some	times	I	would	have	liked	to	have	another	negro	fellow	there,	however	
I	got	along	with	the	guys	fine	I	didn’t	have	any	trouble	at	all.	But	going	back	I	
worked	the	B	shift	and	the	B	shift	in	April	was	working	even	days.	So	on	the	2nd	I	
worked	and	I	worked	at	the	number	2	engine	house,	this	is	where	I	was	assigned	
when	we	were	integrated	and	that	is	where	I	have	been	ever	since.	On	the	3rd	the	
morning	of	the	3rd	I	got	off	and	the	A	shift	came	on.	And	I	don’t	remember	whether	I	
called	Wallis	or	whether	Wallis	called	me.	He	is	a	negro	on	the	A	shift	but	we	talked	
that	morning.	He	said	you	know	your	boy	is	up	here	and	I	said	who	are	you	talking	
about.	He	said	Riddick.	Well	I	don’t	know	if	you	have	heard	of	Riddick	but	Riddick…	

7Uknown	Male	Interviewer‐	I	know,	I	know…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	You	know	of	Riddick?	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	I	know	the	(muffled)	is	that	who	you	are	talking	about?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah,	well	Riddick	is	the	black	policemen	that	I	think	they	
destroyed	in	my	words	they	put	him	around	in	all	of	these	sanitation	meetings	and	
you	know,	in	other	words	Riddick	was	coming	to	the	meetings….Riddick	should	



have	been	thinking	better	himself.	He	was	coming	to	the	meetings	with	his	arms	
around	the	sanitation	workers	you	know…	

David	Yellin‐	But	they	knew	who	he	was?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	am	one	of	your	black	brothers	you	know,	no	he	came	just	as	a	
civilian	and	sometimes	he	came	looking	worse….what	the	(muffled)	thing	about	it	in	
my	thinking	is	that	sometimes	Riddick	came	to	the	meetings	no	shades,	and	we	all	
know	that	the	policemen	and	firemen,	I	wore	a	mustache	but	you	are	not	supposed	
to	according	to	somebody	decided	they	didn’t	want	them	to	wear	a	mustache.	But	he	
comes	with	his	mustache	and	his	hair	fairly	long,	which	I	wear	my	hair	long	because	
I	feel	like	I	were	my	hair	like	I	want	to	wear.	But	he	comes	to	these	meetings	
unshaven	and	dressed	shabbily	and	in	some	cases	looking	worse	than	some	of	the	
sanitation	workers.	And	as	if	he	was	trying	to	say	I	am	one	of	your	black	brothers	
and	I	am	with	the	cause	but	actually	he	was	there	for	another	reason	and	in	my	
thinking	I	just	feel	that	they	destroyed	him	for	I	think	they	should	have	sent	him	
there	as	a	policemen.	You	know	openly.	And	I	think	it	would	have	been	better	for	
him	because	everything	that	was	said	if	they	wanted	to	get	it	you	know	they	could	
have	gotten	it	anyway.	If	he	had	just	come	as	a	policemen,	in	plain	clothes	this	is,	
everybody	knew	he	was	a	policemen	anyway,	so	why	was	he	hopping	around	trying	
to	hide	you	know.	So	I	said	why	did	you	tell	me	my	boy	was	there	because	he	knew	
that	I	kind	of	had	a	bad	taste	for	Riddick	because	he	had	been	checking	on	me	simply	
because	I	took	an	active	part	in	the	movement	and	I	intend	to	take	an	active	part	
forever	in	the	movement	whether	I	work	for	the	fire	department	whoever	I	work	
for.	Basically	this	was	one	of	the	reasons	I	was	happy	to	quit	the	fire	department.	
But	anyway	he	told	mew	my	boy	was	here	and	then	he	finally,	we	got	around	to	who	
my	boy	was	that	was	Riddick	and	he	also	mentioned	that	this	other	fellow	was	
there,	another	policemen.	So	I	asked	him	what	were	they	doing	and	he	said	oh	man	
they	are	setting	up	in	the	back	they	got	paper	over	the	back	window	and	they	got	
holes	in	the	paper	and	they	are	using	binoculars	watching	the	motel.		

David	Yellin‐	In	the	back	window	of	what?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Of	the	fire	station	watching	the	motel.	Ok	well	form	this	back	
window…	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	Riddick	and	the	other..	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	Riddick….from	this	back	window	you	had	a	view	of	the	entire	
new	addition	of	the	hotel.	

David	Yellin‐	This	the	hotel	Lorraine?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Right,	this	other	guy	is	W.B.	Richmond.	These	were	the	two	both	
black	were	there	and	they	spying	on	the	motel	that	was	all	I	know	to	call	it.	So	I	
asked	him	why	were	they	doing	that,	what	is	the	reason?	If	they	are	there	for	
protection	to	Dr.	King	then	again	I	say	why	didn’t	we	come	out	into	the	open	and	say	
well	hell	we	are	down	here	to	protect	Dr.	King	he	was	a	great	man	and	he	deserved	



protection.	You	know	if	somebody	thought	that	something	was	going	to	happen	to	
him.	But	anyway	they	were	in	there	peeping.	

David	Yellin‐	Where	exactly?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	They	were	in	the	locker	room.	We	have	a	lockeroom	and	there	is	a	
door	that	leads	out	of	the	locker	room	to	the	rear	of	the	fire	station	which	is	on	
Mulberry.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	the	lockeroom	is	a	one,	it	is	a	separate	locker	room	and	who	uses	
the	locker	room?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	The	locker	room	is	the	firemen’s	locker	room,	all	of	our	lockers	are	
in	there.	We	keep	our	personal	belongings.	

David	Yellin‐	So	that	people	would	have	come	in	there,	firemen	would	come	in	there	
and	they	would	see	them.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Sure	the	firemen	knew	that	they	were	there	it	was	no	secret	from	
the	firemen.	Sop	this	was	the	3rd,	April	the	3rd	and	if	you	can	remember	this	was	the	
night	that	Dr.	King	made	his	last	speech.	OK,	this	particular	night	I	went	to	Mason’s	
Temple	and	(Tape	Damage)	You	ready?	

David	Yellin‐	Yes.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	This	particular	night	I	went	to	Mason’s	Temple	you	know	to	hear	
Dr.	King’s	speech.	I	don’t	know	if	you	know	Malcolm	the	pastor	of	Clayborne’s	
Temple?	

David	Yellin‐	Malcolm,	Malcolm	Boyd?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No	Malcolm	Blackburn.	

David	Yellin‐	Blackburn,	yes.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	he	was	working	in	the	movement	and	we	got	to	know	each	
other	as	a	matter	of	fact	all	of	us	got	to	know	each	other	quite	well	and	I	was	talking	
to	Malcolm	and	I	said	you	know	a	couple	of	our	soul	brothers	up	a	the	fire	station	
spying	up	on	the	motel.		And	he	said	don’t	tell	me	Riddick	is	doing	that	now.	I	said	
you	are	exactly	right.	So	by	chance	Mr.	Riddick	was	a	the	meeting.	

David	Yellin‐	As	Mr.	Riddick?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	but	he	still	wasn’t	dressed	up	as	a	detective	ought	to	be	
dressed,	no	tie	and	what	have	you.	So	anyway	Malcolm	say	you	know	what	I	am	
going	to	do	I	am	going	to	go	over	there	and	ask	this	guy,	just	what	is	going	on.	SO	he	
went	and	asked	Riddick,	not	necessarily	if	he	was	there	but	he	asked	him	you	know	
if	there	was	policemen	there	and	Riddick	flat	denied	it,	he	flat	denied	that	this	was	
going	on.	



David	Yellin‐	Incidentally	were	there	any	policemen	there	just	because	there	was	an	
assembly	of	people?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	am	speaking	of	policemen,	I	am	speaking	of	policemen	at	the	fire	
station.	

David	Yellin‐	Oh	I	see	excuse	me.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	See	Malcolm	asked	him	about	the	policemen	at	the	fire	station	
looking	out	this	back	window	and	even	added,	no	this	wasn’t	happening	you	know,	
no	he	wasn’t	up	there.	So	Malcolm	knew	that	I	wouldn’t	have	told	him	no	idea	so	he	
just	went	along	with	Riddick	and	then	came	back	and	told	me.	Do	you	know	that	
guys	stood	up	and	told	me	that….I	said	well	just	take	it	for	what	it	is	worth	you	
know.	So	after	the	meeting	it	held	rather	late	that	night	I	got	home	about	11:30	and	
up	on	my	dresser	was	a	note	form	my	little	girl,	it	said	daddy,	call	you	lieutenant	as	
soon	as	you	get	in	regardless	to	what	time	it	is.	So	I	called	my	lieutenant	and	he	told	
me	that	a	Newsum,	don’t	report	to	number	2	tomorrow	you	go	to	33.	Which	is,	no	
31.	Which	is	out	in	Frayser.	So	I	said	is	there	any	special	reason,	you	know	it	never	
dawned	on	me	what	happened.	Well	he	said	I	don’t	know,	he	said	that	is	jus	the	way	
they	told	me	to	tell	you	to	tell	him.	In	the	mean	time	Wallis	who	was	on	duty	at	that	
particular	time	at	10:00	that	night	was	moved	and	he	was	moved	out	to	33	by	the	
airport.	So	the	next	morning	that	I	was	pretty	aware	I	had	figured	the	thing	out	by	
the	next	morning	and	I	am	pretty	well	upset.	

David	Yellin‐	What	time	are	you	supposed	to	report	to	work?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	7:00.	So	the	next	morning	at	7:00	I	went	to	work	at	33.	So	here	I	
am	way	out	here	don’t	know	any	of	these	guys	and	right	on	the	verge	of	a	riot	and	I	
am	out	here	with	nothing	but	whites,	black	slapped	into	a	white	neighborhood.	I	
said	I	don’t	like	this	at	all.	First	of	all	I	don’t	like	the	reason	that	I	feel	I	was	moved.	
Why	move	me?	So	I	asked	the	captain	if	he	would	call	the	district	chief	and	tell	him	I	
want	to	talk	to	him.	So	he	said	well	yes	I	will	call	him.	So	he	called	him	and	I	told	him	
I	wanted	him	to	come	out	there	so	I	could	talk	to	him.	So	he	had	the	captain	to	tell	
me	to	come	to	the	phone.	So	when	I	went	to	the	phone	he	said	Newsum	what’s	
wrong.	I	said	well	I	wanted	to	talk	to	you	chief	and	he	said	what	is	the	trouble.	I	said	
I	want	to	know	if	I	have	to	stay	out	here	and	why	do	I	have	to	be	out	here?	And	he	
said	well	what	is	wrong?	I	said	well	I	just	don’t	feel	comfortable	out	here.	I	said	and,	
you	know	I	have	to	explain	to	you	the	procedures	in	order	for	you	to	understand	
hwy	I	felt	really	how	I	felt	it	was	because	I	worked	on	a	company	that	consists	of	
seven	men,	I	work	on	a	truck	company.	Ok,	this	company	cannot	operate	with	less	
than	5	men.	So	it	is	a	7	man	company	and	in	order	to	be	in	service	it	has	to	have	5	
men.	On	this	particular	day	which	was	April	the	4th,	this	company	only	had	5	men	
and	I	was	one	of	the	5.	So	this	means	that	they	were	taking	me	off	the	company	at	a	
sacrifice	and	all	they	are	doing	is	swapping	me	with	another	man.	So	this	
automatically	tells	me	that	I	am	being	taken	off	of	the	company	not	for	fire	
department	reasons	but	for	some	other	reason	because	I	am	black.	Ok	this	is	what	it	
said	to	me	automatically.	So	when	I	talked	to	him	he	said	well,	I	will	be	out	there	



later.	But	he	didn’t	come.	Well	I	can	understand	him	not	coming	because	between	
that	time	and	later	Dr.	King	was	killed.		

David	Yellin‐	What	is	the	chief’s	name?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	That	I	talked	to?	

David	Yellin‐	Yes.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	know	his	name	as	well	as	I	know	mine,	it	will	come	back	to	me.	

Unknown	Male	Interviewer‐	The	company	you	were	transferred	too	did	they	have	a	
full	7?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	this	is	a	pumper	company	and	they	consist	of,	they	consist	of	
a	company	of	7	men	but	this	particular	company	only	had	6	men	assigned	to	it.	But	
with	this	company	being	located	where	it	is	located	they	can	ride	with	4	men.	Ok	to	
show	you	that	I	was	transferred,	or	I	was	detailed	for	reasons	that	I	do	not	
understand	as	of	yet.	I	was	detailed	for	some	reason	like	I	said	I	don’t	understand	to	
show	you	this	is	so	I	have	already	explained	to	you	what	my	company	consists	of,	
this	company	consists	of	6	men.	Ok	the	day	that	I	went	there	they	had	4	men	and	I	
made	5.	Well	they	can	ride	with	4	men	and	they	had	been	riding	with	4	men.	Ok,	I	
went	out	there	on	the	4th	and	on	this	day	like	I	said	they	had	4	men.	Ok,	I	have	
specific	dates	here	and	if	you	want	me	to	give	them	to	you	later	I	will	but	I	have	to	
find	them	in	here	but	anyway	the	next	couple	of	days	they	had	5	men	and	I	made	6	
and	what	they	did	to	use	these	men	they	detailed.	They	got	me	detailed	off	of	my	
company	out	there	and	then	they	detailed	a	man	off	their	company	somewhere	else	
wherever	they	needed	one.	See	so	this	comes	back	to	me	again	and	I	say	well	I	am	
definitely	out	here,	in	other	words	I	am	being	put	out	of	the	way.	This	is	the	whole	
thing	in	a	nutshell.	I	had	been,	I	guess	I	passed	myself	because	I	guess	I	ought	to	say	
that	Riddick	had	been	sort	of	keeping	up	with	me	as	such	and	I	can	remember	I	
made	all	the	city	council	meetings	and	I	can	remember	one	day	Riddick	had	come	up	
to	me	and	said	say	man	is	a	fellow	by	the	name	of	Hall	that	lives	down	on	Kingsview	
on	the	fire	department?	Is	there	a	man	by	the	name	of	Hall	that	works	for	the	fire	
department	that	lives	down	on	King’s	View?	So	I	said	no,	there	is	only	one	firemen	
that	live	son	King’s	View	and	that	is	me	and	you	know	my	name	is	not	Hall.	He	said	
that	I	just	know	they	are	kind	of	checking	up	on	a	negro	firemen	named	Hall	that	
lives	on	King’s	View.	I	said	well	either	you	are	al	wet	or	they	are	all	wet	because	
there	is	no	black	firemen	by	the	name	of	Hall	and	I	am	the	only	firemen	that	lives	on	
King’s	View.	Well	I	took	from	this	he	is	just	kind	of	feeling	me	out	anyway.	But	
anyway	he	even	went	further	than	that	he	went	to	Maxine	Smith	and	asked	her	
about	this	negro	firemen	named	Hall.	That	lives	on	King’s	View.	So	Maxine	told	them	
she	didn’t	know	anything	you	know.	She	didn’t	know	about	no	firemen	named	Hall	
that	lived	on	King’s	View.	But	anyway	I	had	this	little	radio	that	picked	up	police	and	
fire	calls	and	not	at	that	same	council	meeting	but	if	you	can	remember	there	was	a	
council	meeting	that	all	of	the	sanitation	workers	and	their	supporters	walked	out.	
This	is	the	meeting	I	am	talking	about	now.	



David	Yellin‐	It	is	February	23rd	or	22nd	one	of	those.		

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	well	this	particular	day	I	did	not	march	I	went	to	city	hall	in	
my	car	and	parked	it	on	the	parking	lot	and	went	by	myself	but	I	had	this	little	radio	
which	I	carried	with	me	all	the	time	during	the	movement.	For	two	reasons	well	I	
am	a	firemen	you	know	so	for	this	reason	I	wanted	to	keep	up	on	the	happening	and	
for	another	reason	I	was	a	part	of	the	movement	and	I	wanted	to	keep	up	with	what	
was	going	on	and	this	particular	day	this	council	meeting	when	I	walked	in,	in	the	
council	chamber	I	had	this	little	ear	plug	in	my	ear.	The	radio	was	set	on	the	police	
frequency.	And	I	hear	Newsum	is	in	the	chamber.	And	the	other	end	says,	are	you	
sure	that	it	is	Newsum.	And	he	said	well	yes	I	am	reasonably	sure.	I	said	well	tell	you	
what	make	a	picture	of	him	and	this	way	we	know	for	sure	that	is	Newsum.	He	said	
well	he	has	a	little	transistor	radio	and	he	has	a	plug	in	his	ear	so	he	might	just	be	
listening	to	us.	And	this	here	ended	that	conversation.	Now	whether	they	made	a	
picture	of	me	that	day	or	not	that	day	I	don’t	know	because	the	group	when	the	
workers	and	their	supporters	walked	out	I	walked	out	too	so	I	don’t	know	whether	
they	had	a	chance.	

David	Yellin‐	Can	I	ask	you	something	you	say	the	movement,	what	does	that	exactly	
entail	just	for	the	record?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	The	movement	meant	I	was		taking	a	supporting	role	with	the	
sanitation	workers	the	same	as	the	movement	now	when	I	refer,	if	I	was	referring	to	
the	movement	of	today	I	would	be	referring	to	the	poor	people’s	march.		
	
David	Yellin‐	Not	a	specific	organization	as	such…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	No	this	particular	movement	was	the	sanitation	workers.	This	is	
what	I	mean	when	I	say	the	movement.	Because	I	belong	to	no	organization	except	
the	NAACP	and	that	is	what	happened	at	that	particular	council	meeting	and	this	is	
how	I	know	I	was	sort	of	kept	up	with.	But	anyway	I	constantly	protested	being	out	
there	but	the	second	day	I	was	supposed	to	have	been	there	I	was	supposed	to	have	
reported	out	there	I	didn’t	go.	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	the	6th?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Right.	I	just	didn’t	want	to	go,	I	didn’t	understand	it	and	nobody	
would	explain	to	me	why	I	was	moved	I	had	been	on	the	job	13	years	I	know	the	
procedures	so	I	knew	it	was	not	a	necessary	move	it	was	not	a	likely	move	you	
know,	it	had	to	have	a	reason	a	specific	reason	which	had	no	bearings	on	the	fire	
department	I	know	this	from	13	years	of	being	on	the	fire	department.	So	that	
morning	I	just,	I	was	just	sort	of	upset	about	it	and	I	talked	to	my	wife	and	I	said	well	
I	am	just	not	going,	so	I	didn’t	go.	It	just	so	happened	the	day	when	I	went	the	
morning	when	I	got	off	the	captain	said	Newsum	I	will	see	you	next	day	and	I	said	I	
don’t	know	whether	you	will	or	not	captain	because	I	really	don’t	know	if	I	want	to	
be	out	here	and	I	don’t	know	if	I	am	coming	next	day	or	not.	I	didn’t	go.	Now	I	have	
been	on	the	job	13	years	and	I	never	been	late.	So	it	is	the	policy	of	the	job	that	when	



you	fail	to	show	that	before	10:00	you	report	to	the	deputy	chief’s	office	so	I	
reported	to	his	office	that	morning	and	he	said	well	Newsum,	this	was	deputy	chief	
Barnett.		He	said	well	Newsum	what	is	wrong?	I	said	well	I	just	didn’t	wake	up	this	
morning	chief.	This	is	what	I	told	him.	So	he	said	yeah,	he	said	well	I	know	you	got	
something	on	your	mind	so	why	don’t	you	sit	down	and	talk	to	me	about	it.	I	said	
well	I	have	nothing	necessarily	to	talk	to	you	about	he	said	I	have	wondered	about	
the	move	but	I	have	nothing	necessarily	to	talk	to	you	about.	He	said,	well	Newsum	
you	know	the	relationship	we	had,	well	he	was	housed	in	the	same	house	number	2	
while	the	deputy	chief	was	(muffled)	while	they	were	building	headquarters.	And	
we	did	every	once	in	awhile	have	a	conversation.	And	he	said	you	know	I	have	
always	tried	to	be	truthful	to	you	and	I	am	going	to	be	truthful	now.	I	don’t	believe	
you	failed	to	show	I		just	believe	you	didn’t	come	deliberately.	So	I	said	well	chief,	
that	is	your	theory	but	you	asked	me	for	my	reason	for	not	coming,	I	said	I	didn’t	
wake	up,	that	is	my	reason.	So	he	said	then	why	did	you	tell	the	captain	yesterday	
wasn’t	coming.	He	said	the	mistake	you	made	is	you	talk	to	much	at	that	particular	
time.	I	said	well	I	don’t	know	what	the	captain	told	you	but	I	feel	that	my	word	is	as	
good	as	his,	I	said	however	I	did	tell	the	captain	that	I	didn’t	want	to	come	and	I	
didn’t.		I	am	telling	you	I	didn’t	want	to	go	out	there	because	I	didn’t	feel	like	there	
was	any	reason	for	me	to	be	out	there	and	nobody	explained	to	me	why	I	was	out	
there,	not	that	I	have	to	have	an	explanation	of	the	moves	within	the	department	but	
I	have	been	here	long	enough	to	know	that	this	is	an	abnormal	move.	So,	he	said	well	
like	I	said	I	have	always	been	truthful	we	have	always	sort	of	had	this	relationship	
and	I	just	think	you	just	didn’t	come	and	then	he	left	the	room.	His	reason	for	leaving	
the	room	was	he	went	to	pull	my	record.	And	he	pulled	my	record	and	he	checked	it	
outside	the	room.	When	he	came	back	in	he	said	you	know	what	I	have	been	doing?	I	
said	no	sir	what?	He	said	I	went	out	to	check	your	record.	He	said	well	I,	nothing	too	
much	wrong	with	your	record	I	saw	on	there	where	you	got	caught	working	on	the	
side	once	or	twice,	I	said	yeah	I	remember	that	good.	He	said,	you	know	the	amazing	
thing	about	your	record?	I	said,	what	is	that?	You	have	never	been	late	before.	He	
said	after	`13	years	this	is	the	first	time	you	ran	late?	He	said,	so	this	gives	me	even	
greater	reason	to	believe	that	you	just	didn’t	come	deliberately.	I	said	well,	we	go	
over	the	same	thing	again,	you	can	believe	what	you	want	to	believe	my	reason	for	
not	coming	was	I	overslept.	He	said	well,	even	though	you	talked,	I	feel	that	you	
talked	a	little	bit	too	much	yesterday	I	can’t	prove	a	damn	thing	different.	If	you	said	
you	overslept	than	that	is	what	you	did.	Then	he	asked	me	did	I	want	to	work	my	off	
day	or	did	I	want	to	be	docked.	I	said	well	I	will	work	my	off	day	and	this	is	what	
happened.	He	said	just	go	on	back	there	and	say	everything	is	all	right,	and	say	
nothing	wrong	with	that	house	just	go	on	back	out	there	and	make	the	day	and	
forget	about	it.	But	you	just	can’t	take	everybody’s	burdens	on	your	shoulders.	He	
said	just	go	on	to	work	and	put	in	a	days	work	and	let	it	go.	I	said	well	I	can’t	do	that	
but	I	said	I	am	going	to	go,	I	will	go	and	I	went	on	back	and	I	stayed	out	there	until	
that	next	day…	

David	Yellin‐	Sunday.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	well…	



David	Yellin‐	You	mean	you	went	out	the	6th	that	very	same	day	that	you	went	in	at	
10:00?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah,	well	no	I	went	the	next	day	and	went	on	back,	no	no.	This	
was	the	6th.	I	went	the	8th.	

David	Yellin‐	The	day	of	the	march?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah.	I	went	to	work.	Well,	after	Dr.	King’s	assassination	my	wife	
took	it	pretty	hard	and	she	went	to	work	and	passed	out	and	stayed	out	for	like	two	
hours.	And	the	doctor	recommended	that	she	didn’t	work,	that	she	had	to	take	a	
rest.	So	the	ay	I	got	from	out	there	was	that	when	the	vacation	period	that	was	in	
session	ended	the	doctor	had	recommended	that	my	wife	go	out	of	the	city	which	
she	is	out	of	the	city	now,	she	is	in	Pomona	Ca.	He	recommended	that	she	go	out	of	
the	city	away	from	all	of	the	activities	and	away	from	the	family	where	she	had	no	
responsibilities	that	she	could	just	relax	and	rest.	So	this	left	me	to	take	care	of	the	
house	and	he	children,	which	my	boys	could	have	taken	care	of	themselves	but	I	
have	an	11	year	old	girl	which	on	the	job	I	am	working	every	other	night	and	I	didn’t	
want	her	to	be	here	by	herself	so	I	asked	for	an	emergency	vacation.	Well	I	had	a	
vacation	starting	May	the	4th	anyway,	for	17days	so	I	asked	for	the	17	days	ahead	of	
that	which	gave	me	34	days.	I	was	granted	the	vacation	which	I	am	still	on	right	
now,	it	ends	Saturday	the	18th.	So	within	this	time	I	decided	I	wasn’t	going	back	
period.	What	I	did	was	I	went	up	and	I	asked	for	a	leave	of	absence,	and…	

David	Yellin‐	Do	you	want	to	sit	down?	Alright	leave	of	absence….(Tape	break)	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	so	when	I	decided	that	I	was	not	going	back.	

David	Yellin‐	Can	you	talk	a	little	about	that?	Why	you	decided?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Why	I	decided	that	I	wasn’t	going	back.	Well	I	had	decided	some	
time	ago	that	I	didn’t	want	to	go	but	I	was	out	on	a	limb	with	nothing	else	to	do.	But	
my	reason	is	not	that	I	feel	that	it	is	basically	a	good	job,	it	has	security	and	for	a	
person	with	no	more	education	than	I	have	it	was	a	good	secure	job	but,	even	
though	I	didn’t	take	advantage	of	going	to	school	I	have	always	wanted	to	move	
anyway	as	best	of	my	ability.	I	just	feel,	I	felt	and	I	still	feel	that	I	should	have	been,	I	
should	be	doing	some	thing	where	there	is	room	for	advancement.	I	don’t	feel	like	
there	is	any	advancement	in	the	fire	department	for	me.	I	felt	hat	if	they	eventually	
make	a	negro,	I	just	don’t	feel	like	they	would	make	me	because	of	my	different	
participations	within…	

David	Yellin‐	Make	you	a	lieutenant…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes	this	is	just	my	thinking	I	could	be	wrong.	I	could	have	been	the	
first	one	they	made,	they	might	have	made	me	like	they	usually	do	they	take	a	negro	
and	stick	him	somewhere	to	shut	him	up.	They	might	have	thought	well	we	will	pay	
him	a	little	more	money	and	stick	him	in	here	and	maybe		we	will	close	his	mouth	
which	never	could	have	happened.	



David	Yellin‐	It	takes	some	courage,	do	you	mind	telling	me	for	how	old	are	you?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	am	35.	

David	Yellin‐	35	and	you	have	3	children	and	17,	a	boy	16,	and	a	girl	11.		

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yes.	

David	Yellin‐	Wife	at	home,	35	that	is	not	too	old.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	I	tell		you	what	I	have	a	lot	of	people	give	me	the	same	story	
that	you	are	relating	to	me	that	you	got	to	really	want	to	leave	there	bad	or	you	got	
13	years	look	what	you	had	to	lose.	But	life,	when	you	get	caught	up	in	this	thing,	
and	things	are	happening	that	you	know	you	ought	to	be	taking	a	part	in.	Not	like	
this	was	supposed	to	have	been	against	the	rules	I	guess	for	me	to	participate	in	the	
sanitation	movement.	But	I	did	it	because	I	just	would	not	have	been	comfortable	if	I	
had	not	done	whatever	I	could	do.	I	gave	what	little	money	I	could	give	and	I	gave	
service	everyday	I	was	off.	I	did	whatever	I	could	do	I	marched,	I	went	down	and	I	
made	signs.	I	did	whatever	I	could	do	because	I	just	feel	like	this	is	what	I	ought	to	
do	and	I	just	sort	of	got	fed	up	with	this	job	because	I	just	didn’t	feel	like	there	was	
any	room.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	do	you	have	any	plans?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Ok	now,	I	have	known	and	I	have	been	active	you	know	with	the	
NAACP	and	I	have	known	most	of	the	people	in	the	Shelby	County	Democratic	Club.	
And	I	have	pretty	good	connection	with	the	black	leaders,	the	people	I	call	the	black	
leaders…	

David	Yellin‐	Who	are	they?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Which	in	my	thinking	are	those	people	who	have	from	the	
beginning	of	all	this	stuff	been	out	on	the	forefront.	The	people	who	are	leaders	in	
the	NAACP	such	as	Jesse	Turner,	and	Mrs.	Smith	and	Dr.	Smith,	Mr.	Willis,	Russell	
Sugarman,	these	people	Mrs.	Thomas,	I	could	name	a	lot	of	them	you	know.	These	
people	are	people	that	I	have	seen	taking	part	in	all	of	the	things	that	were	of	
interest	to	the	black	people	through	the	years.	They	are	not	just	people	that	just	
popped	up	you	know	just	out	of	the	blue.	I	have	gotten	to	know	all	of	these	people	
and	during	Mr.	Willis’	campaign	I	worked	with	him	and	we	had	a	good	relationship	
and	from	this	I	have	somewhere	to	go.	This	I	can’t	very	well	go	into	a	lot	of	details	on	
for	the	simple	reason	it	is	a	big	thing	that	it	doesn’t	really	exist.	Well	what	it	is	I	have	
a	job…(Tape	Damage)…Some	people	wonder	well	you	know	why	would	you	take	
this	chance?	Well	these	people,	this	is	what	they	are	doing,	they	are	making	a	chance	
but	the	white	people	have	refused	to	do.	In	other	words	I	have	been	on	the	job	on	
the	fire	department	for	13	years	and	I	passed	the	lieutenant’s	exam,	I	have	been	
dependable	like	I	say	I	have	worked	there	13	years	and	never	ran	late	the	only	time	I	
ran	late	I		as	my	chief	said	I	did	it	on	purpose.	I	have	never	bee	late	for	a	detail,	I	



have	never	failed	to	show	up	at	a	detail.	I	mean	to	me,	I	have	just	been	a	good	boy.	
(Laughs)	

David	Yellin‐	We	don’t	say	boy	now…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	I	know	I	am	saying	it	you	don’t	say	it.	But	anyway…	

David	Yellin‐	What	do	you	think…	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	what	I	was	about	to	say	was	that,	you	said	kind	of	hit	around	
on	why	and	what	have	you.	I	have	been	on	this	job	for	13	years	and	I	don’t	see	any	
room	for	advancement.	Ok	well	you	take	a	lot	of	people	wonder	why	you	going	to	
give	this	up.	Well	these	people	are	opening	the	way	for	the	negro	to	assume	the	role	
in	the	business,	business	operations,	ownerships	and	what	have	you.	They	are	going	
into	different	stages	of	business	you	know,	and	I	feel	that	if	they	have	enough	
confidence	in	me	to	think	that	they	can	take	me	and	make	a	business	man	out	of	me	
then	I	feel	like	I	ought	to	have	enough	guts,	enough	get	up	to	go	out	and	get	it.	I	have	
been	on	this	job	for	13	years	and	evidently	they	don’t	feel	like	I	can	be	anything	
other	than	a	private.		I	make	$7,000	a	year,	a	little	les		than	$7,000	a	year.	I	start	on	
this	job	at	$9,000	a	year.	So	I	said	I	am	35	yes,	if	this	thing	folds	I	mean	I	am	not	
beyond	working	on	the	sanitation	department,	you	know	I	don’t	feel	like	I	am	no,	
excuse	the	expression,	I	am	not	one	of	the	big	niggas,	as	you	know	what	I	mean.	This	
is	just	not	me.	I	am	just	another	black	that	like	to	see	other	blacks	make	it,	I	would	
like	to	see	whites	make	it.	I	would	like	to	see	everybody	make	it.	

David	Yellin‐	Well	35	is	young	enough	and	it	will	be	terribly	exciting.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Yeah	I	just	feel	like	this	is	an	opportunity	and	I	have	been	assured	
by	these	people	that	I	have	nothing	to	worry	about.	So	if	they	are	going	out	and	
investing	money	then	I	am	going	to	do	my	very	best.	

David	Yellin‐	What	do	you	think	this	summer	is	going	to	be	like	in	Memphis?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	In	Memphis?	

David	Yellin‐	Yeah.	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well,	I	really	don’t	think	there	will	be	any	major	trouble	in	
Memphis	myself.	

David	Yellin‐	Why	is	that?	

Floyd	Newsome‐	Well	I	tell	you	what,	in	my	thinking,	the	negros	in	Memphis…(Tape	
End)	


