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Rhodes Holds Rites to Play

By Ann Youn
St%ﬂ Repoﬂerg

Saturday morning, April 8, while
most Rites-goers were still asleep, a
handful of students hurried about
setting up tents, chairs, and tables in
the field in front of the BCLC. These
were the dedicated members of
many campus organizations prepar-
ing for Rites to Play. This service as-
pect of Rites of Spring, which is
organized under the umbrella of the
Kinney Organization, took place
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday.

The event is focused towards
children of Snowden Elementary, the
surrounding area of Snowden, and
the children of the Rhodes College
faculty and staff, and entertained
many. Robert Campbell ('02), Lara
Eidemiller (’00) and RSG president
Richard Lum (’01) helped organize
this event. Christie Brewer (’01) was
the student coordinator. Various

groups on campus sponsored booths,
of which there were about 25.

The booths had a wide range of
activities. For the sports fan, there were
the Obstacle Course, Basketball Toss,
volleyball, and an extremely popu-
lar kickball game, to name a few. To
test coordination, the AOPi Toss,
Dunking Booth, and two
Moonwalks were provided. Among
other booths were the College
Democrat Cookie Walk, Tri-Delta
Twister, and the Theatre
department’s Costume Photos.
People of all ages were seen sampling
the free food from the hot dog stand,
the Model UN sno-cone station, and
the ever-popular cotton candy
stand. The Chemistry and Physics
departments had a spectacular
magic show inside the Lair, includ-
ing free homemade ice cream, and
Contents Under Pressure gave a per-
formance.

So with pony rides, face paint-

By Sara Mason
Staff Writer

Wednesday night April 5, at 7:30
in Blount Auditorum, the Rhodes
campus was visited by the 1994
Pulitzer Prize winner, Yusef
Komunyakaa. Born in Bogalusa,
Louisiana, Komunyakaa found him-
self greatly influenced by the rural
Southern community in which he
lived. He was inspired as well as by
the jazz and blues music which were
so prevelant in the nearby city of
New Orleans. As he stood upon a
stage in front of a room full of people
in an expensive grey suit, it was dif-
ficult to imagine the variety of cir-
cumstances which have affected his
life.

However, the moment he began
to read, imagery flowed forth which
immediately drew one into the heart
of his poems. There were images of
pain and anguish, most clearly seen
in his writings about his experience
in Vietnam. Komunyakaa was so
disturbed by the war that he waited
fourteen years to write about it.

Komunyakaa Reads At Rhodes

However, he included elements of
humor which sent the audience into
episodes of laughter. The influence
of jazz and blues can be heard in his
childhood poems. Komunyakaa
copied their soothing nature into his
happier poems.

Over the past twenty years,
Komunyakaa has composed nine
books of poetry which include a
great variety of topics from his child-
hood experiences to his time in the
Vietman War.

On this night, Komunyakaa read
a selection of his poems to an audi-
torium overflowing with visitors
anxious to hear his writing. The
powerful images presented in his
writings became evident in the im-
mediate responses of the audience at
the close of each reading. His po-
etry resonated with a beat reminis-
cent of the jazz and blues music by
which he was so greatly influenced.
This beat, combined with his mas-
tered journalistic style of writing, al-
lowed the stories which he revealed
to come alive.

ing, balloon animals, and all kinds
of games, how does one choose the
best activity? “Simple,” said Rhamat,
age 8, “the one that gives you the
most prizes!”

Now in its third year, Rites to
Play was a success, as evidenced by
all the smiling faces and happy
shouts on the BCLC field on Satur-
day afternoon. Despite the relative
cold of Rites this year as compared
to other years, there was a large turn-
out of both children and Rhodes
students at this event.

There was one injury at Rites to
Play, apparently a participant was
hurt at the golf tent and required a
trip to the hospital. All in all,
though, the day was a winner. Ac-
cording to Susan Hughes (’01),
“Rites to Play gives the Rhodes cam-
pus a chance to give back to Mem-
phis at large. It emphasizes a deep
commitment to community ser-
vice.” .

surrounding community.

James Jordan ('01) and Bob Schneider ('01) block out for the rebound
while the kiddies hoop it up at Rites to Play on Saturday. Rites o Play
was an opportunity for Rhodes students to interact with children of the

Photo by Bryan Baker ['O1)

Residence Life Addresses Housing Situation

By Margie Hall

News Editor

This year’s housing selection pro-

cess is over, and with the exception of

eighteen men and eighteen women
who are on the waiting list for hous-
ing, all students who went through
the selection process have rooms.
This is significantly less than last year’s
waiting list of ninety students.

Of this year’s junior class, 66 men
and 68 women will be living on cam-
pus, which is comparable to 72 men
and 86 women of this fall and 66 men
and 74 women in the fall of 1998.
Carol Casey, the director of residence
life, indicates that this year’s housing
crunch did not cause significantly less
juniors to live on campus than in pre-
vious years.

The construction of the new
dorm should alleviate the shortage,
but there is the possibility of the
apartment-style housing generating
more interest in on-campus life. In
addition, this year, many juniors who
preferred to live on campus did not

go through the selection process be-
cause of the shortage. When asked
about these as factors in a possible
continuance of the housing problem,
Carol Casey stated that “if the de-
mand stays the same, it won't be a
problem, but there is no way to pre-
dict” However, she maintains that
Rhodes will continue to use the web
to inform students of possible prob-
lems. Hopefully, this will enable the
residence life staff to continue to run
the selection process smoothly.
Stewart will be closed for one year
for renovations after the opening of

the new dorm, which is slated for the
fall of 2001. However, the new dorm
will be larger than Stewart, which
should make next year’s selection less
pressed. When Stewart reopens, it will
probably have less rooms, but plans
for the renovation have not yet been
determined. Neely Hall, the rooms
above the Rat, will also be used as long
as needed.

Although the lack of housing is a
problem this year, Rhodes is working
to end it. In the near future, hope-
fully there will be a place for all stu-
dents who wish to live on campus.




Page 2

SGUWESTER

Wednc:day, Aprtl 12, 2000

Pearl Jam: N thmg as It Seems

JonN Trout
It's Evolution, Baby
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As Carson Weitnauer (’03) re-
cently pointed out on the Rhodes
Bulletin Board, “it is crucial to un-
derstand that every band has an
agenda, a platform, and a message.”
One band whose overarching mes-
sage has impressed me over the years
is Pearl Jam. This should come as no
surprise for anyone who knows me
or has come across the 81 hours
worth of their concerts I have shared
as MP3s on the college network.

What drew me-to them? [ sup-
pose the most compelling thing
about their music has, for me, always
been their insistence on openly ask-
ing the questions that we all ask
about God, the universe, and our
place in the world. This search for
meaning is sketched most clearly in
their two most recent albums, No
Code and Yield.

No Code is fundamentally an al-
bum about man’s loss of connection
to truth, the world, and to God. The
album begins with “Sometimes,” a
dark and uncertain prayer to God.
“Large fingers pushing paint / You're
God and you've got big hands.”

The image conjured is God-the-
finger-painter, someone who toys

with us, pushes us around.“I'm Open”

tells the story of a man (who may or
may not be Vedder) who “waits, hop-
ing for a presence, something, any-
thing, to enter” After spending half
his life searching, however, “he still felt
as blank as the ceiling at which he
stared.”

The man remembers a point in his
life when the emptiness was not so vast,
when the world made sense to him:
“when he was six he believed the that
moon overhead followed him, by nine
he had deciphered the illusion, trading
magic for fact. No tradeba

Now that the illusion islost, the pro-
tagonist is left disconnected and disillu-
sioned. Unfortunately for him, no sense
of closure is ever reached, and the al-
bum ends.

Yield is a rather violent reaction
to the void felt in the previous album,
and to man’s quest to fill it with su-
perstition and organized religion.
“M-Y-T-H—Dbelief in a game, con-
trols that keep us in a box of fear”
Vedder mocks in the song “Faithfull,”
who gives up on God, singing that
“the man upstairs is used to all of this
noise / I'm through with screaming.”

God is not the only one mocked;
in“Do the Evolution” Vedder criticizes
our sense that we as humans are any-
thing special: “I am ahead, I am ad-
vanced / I am the first mammal to
wear pants.”

The traditional ways by which
man has sought to fill the void in hu-

man existence have failed, and have led
to a misunderstanding of how man
stands in relation to the world.

Running with themes from Daniel
Quinn’s Ishmael, a book about a go-
rilla who helps a man come to under-
stand how his species has disconnected
itself from the rest of nature, Pearl Jam
seeks to lead us back toa more humble
way of understanding our connection
to the great chain of being.

“I'had a false belief, I thought I came
here to stay” confesses Vedder in “Push
me, Pull me.” “We're all just visiting, all
just breaking like waves.”

Along with this anti-religious reac-
tion, however, we have evidence that the
search for meaning still continues. An-
other line in “Push me, Pull me” asks,
unrhetorically, “The oceans made me,
but who came up with love?”

Then there’s“Given to Fly,” probably

the most powerful song on the album,
which easily lends itself to being inter-
preted as the story of the life of Jesus.

How are we to understand these
hints that the search for meaning still
continues in light of the anti-religious
theme that dominates the album? PJ
provide us with no clear answers; the dia-
logue is far from finished. '

Some hope exists for a middle
ground with the band’s next album, Bin-
aural, to be released May 16. The cover

is rather odd, a hallucinatory image of
an eyeball seated in the intersection of
two rings reminiscent of the fiery co-
rona of an eclipsed sun. It looks like a
Deadhead’s trip-toy, or the Eye of
Sauron from Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings,
but it’s not.

It’s actually a Hubble Space Tele-
scope image of the Hourglass Nebula,
several billion miles away from Earth.
But that eye.....the visible iris, the dark
pupil...surely some Photoshop magic
is afoot, one thinks. Nope...it’s the
sameas the pic on NASAs website, even
though it could just as easily be an artist’s

conception of the eye of God.

The first single off the new album,
which should be available for download
after April 11 from the official website,
is appropriately titled “Nothing as It
Seems.”

Undoubtedly the existential dia-
logue between No Code and Yield will
be taken astep further when May 16 rolls
around and will probably go in some un-
predictable directions as well.

Army ROTC: Why You're Missing Out

MartHeEW WILDER
Ranger Joe
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If you're like most college stu-
dents, you probably aren’t very fa-
miliar with the Army ROTC
program.

In fact, unless you're a member
of the program, you probably
weren’t even aware that it is a class
offered at Rhodes through the Uni-
versity of Memphis.

So why is Army ROTC a great
class to take regardless of your ma-
jor or plans after graduation?
Simple, it awards credit hours, has
many opportunities to earn a schol-
arship, teaches leadership skills, and
offers a sense of adventure that you
won'’t find anywhere else.

Additionally, it offers a com-
mission as an Army Reserve officer

upon successful completion of the
challenging four-year program.

Any student can take the class
for an entire two years without any
obligation to the Army or the
school. It isn’t boot camp and ev-
erything you need for the class is
provided free of charge. It isn’t a
huge time commitment either.
Only a few hours a week, it takes no
more time than any other class on
campus.

The first basic class is a one-
credit course, but if you choose to
continue the class you can gain up
to three credits the second year and
six per year after that. If you are
looking for a different way to earn
physical education credits, then
Army ROTC is the way to go.

Each semester that you take
ROTC fulfills one of the three PE
credits you need to graduate. Or
maybe you're interested in finding
some way to help pay for the expen-
sive tuition here at Rhodes.

The Army ROTC program is the
single largest source of scholarship
money in the United States. Every
year the Army awards millions of
dollars to thousands of qualified stu-
dents like you. The awards are based
on individual merit, not on financial
need, and can help pay for tumon.
books, and fees.

Two- and three-year scholarships
are available and waiting for quali-
fied students who wish to serve as
Army officers. Regardless of your
plans after school, you will need lead-
ership and management skills, and
the confidence to apply them. These
skills are taught and reinforced in the
class from day one

You won’t just be learning the
theories from books. You will have
the opportunity to test out what
you’ve learned in real life, with real
people, just as you will have to do in
the workplace. That’s what makes
Army ROTC such a valuable experi-
ence, one that can be an important

i
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addition to your resume.

Army ROTC isn’t just a great aca-
demic opportunity. Here, you can
have experiences that you thought you
could only see on television.

In this class you can learn to safely
rappel from a tall building, learn to
navigate outdoors, and how to lead
others during challenging situations .
..to name just a few opportunities. If
you decide to make a commitment to
the Army, you can even experience ex-
citing special summer training.

Finally, if the Army is the place for
you and all four years of the course
are completed, you will become a
leader in the United States Army and
have the opportunity to serve your
country and make a difference.

In addition to good starting pay,
great benefits and opportunities for
advancement make the Army a great
place for a college graduate.

For more information on Army
ROTC or scholarships, call CPT John
Puls at1-888-237-ROTC.
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