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Interview of Mrs. Charlene W. Trotter. Interviewed by Fayth Hill Washington, of the Hill
Foundation and the Crossroads to Freedom Project, Rhodes College.

Mrs. Charlene W. Trotter was an English teacher at the Hoxie colored school before the integration
of the Hoxie school district. Mrs. Trotter was among the first African-American teachers at
McClellan High School soon after the school was integrated. She worked in various school districts
thereafter.

This interview was conducted in 2006 to be included in the Rhodes College Crossroads to Freedom
Digital Archive Project.

The transcripts represent what was said in the interview to the best of our ability. It is possible that
some words, particularly names, have been misspelled. We have made no attempt to correct mistakes
in grammar.

Mrs. Trotter: - by the village somewhat and of course after my mom died, we
were in  Crossing at that time and, of course, she was divorced at
that time and she went, we had relatives in Crossing and they,
their, the working conditions were better down there and she went
there and of course sent, came back for us kids later.

Fayth Washington:  Tell me about the neighborhood in Crossing, what was it like?

Mrs. Trotter: Oh, Crossing was a wonderful neighborhood. They were close to
the houses were as they, and we knew everybody. You even knew
when there was a funeral and they had the tolling of the bell. You
knew what time Sunday school was going to begin because they’d
ring that bell on Sundays and we had to go. My mom was very,
very strict and she’d always say you need to be determined to be
somebody and in order to do that you’ve got to work hard, and
before she passed she would say to me, “I’m teaching you to live
when I’m gone.” Anybody will take a smart child, but the lazy
ones, they will not, and of course, I’ve been working hard all of my
life and | love it.

00:01:17

Fayth Washington:  Can you share some of the memories from your childhood that
influenced you later in life?

Mrs. Trotter: Oh, one thing about it I disliked dirty work. I didn’t want to work
hard at that time, and of course, after I finished high school |
worked at a laundry, well we did have laundries at that time and
they did hire people and I, they decide, and that was my first job
too. My mom knew, she worked in the, did domestic work and she
learned, we’d, I’d baby-sit for the white people and the big
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problem that | had in that, that I later in years talked about that; I
had to go in the back door and once | got in the back door I could
go all over the house, out the front door and sleep with the babies
and what have you, but once | finished my work, I had to go back
out the back door and I had a problem with it. I didn’t quite
understand.

Up to that point I guess we just accepted the fact that the blacks
lived by themselves and the while, as a matter of fact we lived
south of the railroad track, and they lived on the north side of the
railroad track. But once | got from, got into high school I began to
have some individual thoughts about my life and the situations
around me and that was one of my problems was that, and —

So where did you go to school?

I went to school in Crossing because when | went to, we went from
Monticello to Crossing, | had not begun school and we used to
have what they called the primmer grade and, before you got to the
first grade and of course the primmer is to teach you your name,
how to spell it and count to 100 and know your abc’s from A to Z
and I did that and when I did, I can’t remember how long it took
me to do it, but they immediately say, counting to 100 and saying
my abc’s put me in the first grade and by the time that it was time
for that school to, I was in second grade. So, | made two grades in
a year twice in my life at the time of it. And of course we stayed,
my mom passed when | was seventh grade, | think | was, seventh
grade because I’ve never been in the eighth grade, I got double
promotion from seventh grade and when mother passed we went
back to Monticello.

Now I lived with a gradmother. She was a great grandmother as a
matter of fact and the mid —

Her mother?
Uh huh. Maggie Jones, I’'m glad you mentioned that because I did
not put that, Maggie Jones and she was the midwife so | was born

at home.

Okay. Did religion play a role in your life growing up?
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Oh, lord did I, did it ever. Mother insisted that we went to church
and | used to do the orations and welcomes they, when they have
the conventions. So I’ve been speaking a long time and that was
another thing that I learned in working with the whites in their
homes that they spoke differently than I did, than we did and |
noticed that their lips were thin and ours were thick and I decided
that | wanted to talk, well I guess | thought | wanted to be white at
one time, but not, but so far as my actions and speaking, that sort
of thing, but not in reality. | was aware that | was of a different
color and that was just fine. We had a good time.

Yes.

But anyway, that’s what.
Did you have any role models during the period of time?

Oh, during that period of time everybody took care of everybody’s
children in the neighborhood and we knew, there was a lady who
lived next door to us, her name was Ms. Gibbs, | should never
forget it, and | just hated her. She would watch us when my
mother worked and if we did anything wrong, went outside of the
yard, we had to stay in the yard, we weren’t permitted to roam
around and do our work. Mother would make you do it over. She
said whatever you did, do your very best and I never forgot that
either.

During the 19, oh sorry.
Go ahead.

During the 1950’s through the 70’s, the civil rights era, let’s talk a
little bit about that, that period.

All right, now —

In thinking about that period, what are two or three meaningful
things that occurred during that time period for you?
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All right, now | came here to Little Rock after I finished high
school in Monticello there wasn’t anything else for me to do. I
was called salutatorian, but I didn’t have any money to go to
school and they gave it to the other girl. She didn’t go either;
neither did the valedictorian go to college. | was the only one,
there were only nine people in my class, the twelfth grade, and of
course | played basketball, ran track, I’ve always been active.

But | came here, I had an uncle, a great uncle who was the son of
the great grandmother and he lived in Little Rock and | wanted to
go to college. I had worked at this laundry and I’ve got the scars to
prove it and then we always have had fluent blacks, we’ve always
had the poor, the middle class and the above and my uncle knew a
lot of people who were, and there was teacher over here at Dunbar,
right here is where | went, got my start on everything right over
there at that big building you see. Plus we had barracks where the
college part was when we had classes over in the big building and
there was a lawyer, I don’t guess anybody, Ms. Wilson doesn’t
remember him because she probably wasn’t even, lawyer Hibler
right up there on Craw Street about two blocks on the 20™", 19 |
believe it was and they kept, they would keep students who came
from small towns, didn’t have any money, they would keep us and
we’d work for them for room and board. So I’ve, | not only
worked for the white, I’ve worked for blacks as well and I, and
they were just had everything, you know, more than I could ever
have and I lived with them and it was just he and his wife and they
just loved me to death and I, and | went to summer school and
Dunbar Junior College right over here. And we, there was a

Mr. Ozel Sutton who is, was very much involved with the civil
rights movement and he formed a chapter right here at Dunbar
Junior College of which I became a member and that’s where we
got to working with that.

Now is he one of your role models (crosstalk)

He’s one of my role models. He demonstrated, I never
demonstrated, and we all left Dunbar Junior College and went to
Philander. So my undergraduate, I’'m a graduate of Philander and,
of course, we worked with that, and that’s why I got, I was taught
by white professors. | had religious, religion professor was white,
and my philosophy professor was white. He gave me, | may be
getting a little bit off, but I always think about it, we were not
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permitted to go to the public library there. It was on Ninth and
Louisiana then. We did not have the resources at Philander that |
could use. There was in Williams Library over there
on Martin Luther King Drive, but they didn’t have what I, he
wanted me there. He was responsible for my going, open to get in
the library for the blacks to go, and I was one of the first. Of
course they didn’t write about it, but he took me in there and | got
my material. I didn’t stay in there, but I was permitted to go in
after that point, others were able to go to that library.

Did things like the draft or register people to vote or school
desegregation have an effect on your life personally?

Well, it, when I, | think my involvement came in that and | was
concerned about it was after I graduated from Philander I couldn’t
find a job. There were jobs here, but they were in, you know, you
couldn’t, that, at that time, even with the blacks it wasn’t what you
knew, it’s who you knew. So I wasn’t well known, | was a little
peon coming from a small town in spite of the fact that I, I did
pretty well in those classrooms, but anyway there was a man
working in the department of education here who was black, a
Mr. Hicks his name was and I don’t know, and down in, at the
Polaski County School District there was also a black man there
who was responsible for getting us jobs.

And this Mr. Hicks contacted me, I’ve forgotten whoever let him
know probably through Philanders, I don’t, I can’t remember but
that had two choices, to go to Hoxie or go to West Helena which
was predominantly big schools over there. Mr. White was the
principal over there and | thought about it and then | met a lady
here who, a Ms. Braxton, up at Hoxie was fixing to leave from up
there and I knew her family and she, I’ve forgotten what she was
before she was a Braxton, and she told, | was talking with her, and
she said that they needed a teacher up at Hoxie and of course

Mr. Hicks had told me about it and she said, “You’ll just love
them.” And she was talking about your mom I think she
remembered and told me about the parents who would certainly
help me to get established.
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She was responsible for finding me someplace to live, which was
with Ms. McClain and I got up there with those students and of
course by that time | was already married and | had two children
and my son was living with my in-laws of whom helped to get me
together when | was growing up, and | got up there and I just loved
it. I’d ride the train up there and I met your mom and Rosemarie
who is deceased. She was in deed, she was a great help to me and
knew | was.

So did your move to Hoxie, what was it like there? What kind of
environment was the school, the Hoxie Colored School? Can you
share some thoughts on that?

Well I lived in Walnut Ridge, she didn’t have any place at Hoxie
and | road that little shuttle bus I’1l call it, ten cents a day and then
when I’d get off of it there was a railroad track there and I guess
I’ve forgotten the name of it, but it was there and I’d get off there
and go across that railroad track going to the south and then I’d go
over in the Kelly’s and pick those kids up because their parents
were working, doing domestic work for the most part despite the
fact that there was a farming area somewhat, and I’d get them. I’d
go knock on the door and get those kids out of there and we’d walk
down to that little school building and once we got in there, it had
two rooms, but it had a stage and everything and I’d always been
good with dramatics. You know?

I could do those plays and we did them down there and so we got
along and of course there was Mr. Vance, he was the
superintendent, that’s the first time that I didn’t have to go through
by a principal of what have you. | worked directly under, anything
I needed he would see to it that we got it and I’d send my students
over there and they’d get it and bring it back and I just had a good
time with them and I was grouping students when I didn’t even
know what the word was. If | were teaching fifth grade math and
the fifth grader didn’t know his math, I’d put him in that group
with the fourth grade math, take him back there, and get him where
he needed to be and bring him right on back. That was a one
teacher school and of course | continued to go get my education
and work on that because this was my first job of teaching and |
wanted to do a good job.
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This was your first job of teaching.
Of teaching.

How did separate but equal affect you in your first job at the Hoxie
Colored School?

Oh it affected me not so much. I guess | had learned to accept that
as long as I had the materials, but I didn’t know until I got to Little
Rock system that the whites changed adoptions on new books
every five years. Now I didn’t stay at Hoxie long enough to, for
the five years because | only stayed there, was is three years or
two? Two years I think it was, but once I got here and got a job
and we were using those old dilapidated books, torn what have
you, and they were changing books over there at the whites every
five years and it would be ten maybe before they passed those five
year ones around. | had a problem with it because | read a lot and
of course we were not permitted, we didn’t know that’s why we
got, were behind and I don’t think we even really ever catch up,
but we’re working on it, and we’d have those books and knew,
well when the Vietnam War began, I guess we’re still working on
World War Il in those old books to use the common parlance.

But I didn’t like that. Well, and another thing I didn’t like about it
was when they did begin to integrate, they took, we’d always have
to leave our buildings and go to theirs. Never was it reversed until
| got to Sweet Home Markets because I’ve been five, six different.
| started at, with you, and | went from you to Mississippi County
and | worked all around inthe __and | came from Mississippi
County down to Forest City, from Forest City to Searcy, then from
Searcy to Little Rock.

So when the school board decided to integrate Hoxie School
District 46 what impact did that have on you personally and then
I’d like for you to talk a little about what impact it might have had
on the children in the community.
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Well I was proud because they were being bused from Hoxie to
Jonesburg. They had a good school system because a former
principal of mine from Wilson, Arkansas in Mississippi County
was then the principal over at Jonesburg and those teachers had to
do what they had to do and of course when I was at Wilson I have
15 hours of library science. | set up a library from scratch at
Wilson, Arkansas and of course | knew they were going to get a
good education, but it would be nice to just go across that railroad
track over there, the north side and be with those kids. Because |
taught, 1 not only taught book sense, | taught them how to live
every day and one thing I did teach them, whenever you have to
talk to anybody, you look them in the eye and we didn’t, we were
kind of down on that, but | have always been able to look whoever,
whomever in the eyes when I’m talking and I think that’s
important today.

Don’t drop your head. Look. And of course I taught them, taught
them manners though. | taught them how to respect others and
expect respect from, and of course we could put that paddle on
their bottoms back in those days and | used to take that left and
twist that in the waistband especially boys, I’d get that belt and
paddle that if they didn’t do, if they, if | had to tell them more than
twice about doing the same thing and | was sure that his faculties
were working. And we used to do that. Somebody has to be in
charge and I was the chosen one and | always taught them don’t be
afraid to follow, but the purpose of following is to one day, to lead
and I don’t fool with anything today if | can think about it.
Following unless one of these days I’m going to help to lead it and
that includes this church up in here. That right. I’'m
superintendent of Sunday school. I’m on the session to run that,
you know, | had to go to them to get permission for you and I did
just that, and we just have a good time.

Now the young ones take care of me. Okay. All right.

Now, back in 1955 when the decision was made, do you remember
how you got the information that the school was going to be
integrated?
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I didn’t get it until I was back in Little Rock.
Okay.

| was not, | was not a part of that, and | went to Little Rock. |
think it happened in August and that was the farming area, you
remember, we had the split sessions and we got out in May and
then we came back in July to teach after they got the farms all
planted and what have you and we stayed July and August and
September and then we went back home while they gathered the
harvest and we came back in November to teach so I had the split
session in there. So in the process of that you made the decision. |
was already gone when they made that decision.

Now had I still been there at that particular time I might would
have, they might have taken me over there and | would have been
an asset to them and they would have been one to us because we’d
have had all those good books and | knew that they had some later
while [ worked on my Master’s I found out that there are some
good teachers both white and black and I found out at McClellan,
now | was integrated again down in Mills. I think it’s the
university studies or something it’s called and that was the first
building that I had heard of anywhere where you had a new
building, brought students from the old building of both white and
black and brought them in and believe it or not | guess my name
preceded because that’s where they hand picked me plus I think
there was six of us who went over there. There was only one black
at McClellan high school and they picked me up and took me to
McClellan before the school was out. | cried because I had a tenth
grade AP class they used to call it the advanced and | realized there
too that if you know what you’re talking about all students will
adhere to you and | was a little nervous this first time I never
taught any whites.

Were there any organizations around at that time to help you in
your professional career or to give you support, any civic
organizations, or anything like that?

Well they were probably around, but they brought subjects from

the universities over here. They would have them at Baptist
College was one place that they permitted the professors to come
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from Arkadelphia or, let’s see who else, but I know Arkadelphia. I
remember the Arkadelphia because that’s where I got my Master’s
from Ouachita Baptist College in, but they brought it over here to
Baptist College right up there on Martin Luther King Drive and
that’s where I got that and then people would come in who had
industry or they would come in maybe from, that’s dealing with
plants where they did work and learned the process and they would
come and talk with us and invite us to go and see how the plants
operated and that sort of thing. They and they were white, we
didn’t have any black plants where you could go and get in, and |
always wondered about that too. Well, | thought it was from got to
working with the educational process. | thought it was because of
lack of education, then I wondered why didn’t we have it. Well,
here it comes again, the segregation and the discrimination and that
sort of thing.

Even if you were prepared you wouldn’t get the opportunity to
exercise that and let people know so opportunity is the thing that |
always need. Now I loved whites, they were good to me. I didn’t
have, the only thing I in my process is going in and
out that back door, but so far as treating me as a human being, and
of course, my mom, that came from her. Now I think a lot of this
comes from your foundation and my mother didn’t get farther than
the eighth grade. Back in those days if you got to the eighth grade
you would be in position to do a lot of things and an eighth grade
education back when I came along, see I was born in 1926, that’s
an old woman. I’m fixing to be 80 years old in October.

So, but I didn’t have a whole lot, when | went to McClellan now,
they hadn’t ever had any black teachers and they didn’t have but
one there and of course when you come in new, I don’t care
whether you’re white or black, they’re going to give you the
scrubs. They’re going to give you those that they don’t want and
by my being black, now another member of this church, a

Ms. Woods went with me so they took a social studies, a science, a
math, and two English teachers, ninth grade and a twelfth grade
and they picked me up first and they took me over there, and |
cried. Ididn’t want to go and the principal took me in and talked
with me and he told me he’d heard good things about me then I
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was an English teacher. And he said, and we need a twelfth grade
English teacher, well I’d heard through the grape vine that they
were, the English teachers were the last ones that they integrated
and | believe that. But then he, and he told me, he says, “We’ve
got the head of the English department is an old maid”, he said.
But I found out later she wasn’t an old maid, she was a spinster.
An old maid is a poor unmarried woman. A spinster is one who
has some, little clout and she was super smart. She was from
Russellville. You know Russellville they don’t like black folk
from a long time and they didn’t begin like, they got into
basketball. They started with the sports.

But anyway, he says, “And if you can get along with her”
and boy my heart. And he brought her in and took me, she took me
to her room, her office there and of course I guess she wanted to
see what kind of stock I was made out of. So she says, “And when
I tell you to do something, if you don’t do it, I rip you up one side
and down the other.” Oh, did I ever. So, okay,
thought to self. What could she get on me? And of course that’s
when | finished talking with her and of course the other teachers
were there and the students too. Oh, Ms. West is mean

Ms. Trotter, but anyway they gave me the worst seniors that they
had and out of my five classes I think there were only two of them
that | had at least one black student, they were all, so now that’s
the first time that | really and truly felt that | was in the minority
because they were all white and maybe in one of those classes one,
a black would come. There were only 213 black students out of
1,300 students so you can ____ to see. But I tell you and then they
were hiring students to work, clean, you know, through the, do
maintenance work and they would write that N word on that.

Well | figured that one thing about it by the virtue of the fact that
he did that, I may be that to him, but | hope he gets in this
classroom so | finally found out which one of them it was that did
it, but I didn’t say a word. 1didn’t worry about that. I just erased
the chalk board and I taught there, went in in summer school.
That’s where they went, picked me up. I guess they won’t give me
a good one and then I got students from Bryant, Benton, that, they
didn’t have that many blacks down in that town much less a black
student in the classroom, but they had to come in the summer.
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Their English teacher graduated from UCA and she, so they were
in there and one day we were doing and | may be deviating from
the norm but | need to put that in, we were teaching summer school
and of course Mr. Sturgeon was gone, the glory lord rest his soul,
loved me to death when it was all over. | started getting pains and
getting sick out there and there wasn’t a black teacher around to
see about me. That’s when I found out all white people weren’t
mean. They were good to me and Mr. Sturgeon told them, said,
“You stay with her until I can get the doctor.” He knew the good
doctor would come see about me.

But anyway, back to that. He was, we were reading or doing
something in English and | was trying to point and | was standing,
I walked the aisles, I didn’t, I wasn’t one of those that stayed
behind the desk. | had to get up and see what was going on and as
| point, my hand touched his, and he pulled it back. I guess he
thought that black was going to get on him, but I didn’t say a word,
| just put my hands behind here. | said one thing about it. He may
not, he doesn’t, he may not, he thinks it’s going to rub on him, he
may not like me, but one thing I’ve got on him is the fact that I
know this English and he doesn’t because he wouldn’t be in
summer school if he learned and | just put on, just kept on
teaching. Before that though he loved to be their . (Laughter)
And then I taught them another thing, two things you always
respect, age and position, and | had both of them on those young
ones and I straightened them out. (Laughter)

Let me ask you this question about your Hoxie experience and
your involvement with the development of the children. 1
understand that the high school students had to be transported to
Jonesboro? How did you feel about that?

Well I didn’t like that. I didn’t like for them to have to go way
over there, but the idea of, of integration didn’t press on my mind
as much. | was interested in stomping out the ignorance that | was
going to teach these students in here that they can live anywhere
and with anybody if they’d got some of these principles. I didn’t
like that and they would be complaining, but | went through the
whole process as if they were high school students coming out the
twelfth grade and they were coming of tenth, eighth grade. We
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had our clothes and the whites would come to our graduation
exercise, okay, and I’d have them to say those orations. Ilove
speech, I’'m a poet to my heart, forgotten all that but now and I
remembered teaching them one little, and I don’t know who said it
now, be the best of whoever you are and that’s what I’ve got to
say, to tell my students.

If you can’t be a pine up on top of the hill, be a shrub in the valley,
but be the best little shrub by the side of the river. Be a bush if you
can’t be a tree on some highway happy . If you can’t be the
sun, be the star because it, it isn’t by size that you win or you fail,
but be the best of whatever you are and I used to stress that, I’d
make, they did sloppy work I’d make them do it over and I thought
if he’s going sloppy the next time | was going to take that letter
grade and that’s always I’d tell them, I'll take the letter grade from
you. I’'m going to give you credit for what you did do, but you can
do better and one would tell me, well | can make an A. Telling me
you can make an A and you’re making these one legged flags here,
and when | went to talking about taking that letter grade, they went
to doing better. You got to find a little thing that’ll work.

Can you talk a little bit about the community involvement? | know
Hoxie was a very small community. Was there active participation
from different parents of the students?

Yes, they would come.

Can you talk a little bit about that and then what involvement did
they have on the civil rights movement?

On, at Hoxie?
Mm hmm.

Now I wasn’t aware of what they did because | left after the
beginning, I wasn’t really, you know, there, so I was gone. So I
don’t know what you and since you have come with this project
and have come back to me and found me and you know, and of
course your mom was in Little Rock one time and I met her, we
were someplace and she came out to my house, but I wasn’t aware
of that until later on when you all really did, when we found out —
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The community.
Oh, the community.

The community, the parents of the students, would they actively
participate in the activities of the school?

Oh, yes. Anything, anything we needed. They had a sawmill up
there and, where the school was, it was low, where that building
was it was down and whenever it would rain, we’d have to wade in
to get to the building and of course they had a sawmill up there in
Hoxie and my students would go up there and haul some of those
shavings from the lumber and Mr. Ruffin used to take us, now

Mr. Vance would let us have the bus, only thing they needed was
somebody to drive it and Mr. Ruffin, , he had
1,001 children you know, (Laughter) but he would come and take
us where we needed to go and in the springtime we’d have these
picnics, school picnic out on the White River and he’d get that bus
and come and get us and we’d take out and your parents would
give us, bring the things that we needed, but we took that and we
got some, I’ve forgotten, I don’t know where we got those hedges,
but we planted some hedges along there and took those shades and
build up a wall from the highway out there, that’s what it was,
going to Jonesboro down to that building, my students and 1 did.
And we set us up a softball team. Got those, we took those toe
sacks they called them, put them, some of those shades in and had
those moveable  and I’ve always been, we had a good time.
And of course the privies were outside, you know? But this one
had, you know, you could flush it and it had water and we didn’t
have that health problem in that respect. So that was, was good,
and then of course they had a two, two rooms and that one of those
rooms, | love basketball and you know we learned to play
basketball before we did football you know?

All right and we, we went over there and got the nets and
everything and put that up and I taught them how to shoot it on the
plane. They could shoot that basketball and they could get it over,
but you couldn’t arch it as we do now. We just had a good, we
made, we had lesson. I didn’t need anybody to stand over. Now,
I’ve forgotten who built that fire. We had that coal stove, but it
was one of my parents who would come and build the fire every
morning, uh huh, when | was there, but that —
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Well, we’re going to wrap it up Mrs. Trotter, but | wanted to ask
you, do you think things have changed today from how they were
in that period?

Oh, yes, I should say, tremendously. Number one we can go to
any institution we want to go, you know, and the books, they’re
there and we can use the materials. Then we got lazy. See and |
notice that too. See I don’t put it all on the segregation and they’re
cutting up worse now than they’ve ever done. I think when they
took the strapping out of the schools, it made a mess. When the
students got where they had choices, see? And they had rights,
they forgot about the fact that they also had responsibilities and |
don’t let them forget it until this day, and I’ve got old grands and
great grands too, but that’s, you know, that was what I thought
was, today we can, now we are complaining about it, well the
students are talking about, students are talking about the subjects
are too hard.

As a matter of fact | saw in the paper this week or last week one
where they were saying that the courses have to be harder, you
know, the world is, this day and time you’ve got to know a lot and
you got to know a lot about a lot of things. There was a time |
thought that just knowing a lot about, knowing a little bit about a
lot of things and know a lot about a few things, but now you just
got to know a lot about everything.

So | guess that answers this next question then. What would you
want people today to know about this period based upon your
experience? That you have to keep learning or —

You have to keep learning, you have to keep trying, you can’t let
up and you’ve got to try to do, don’t be lazy. We’ve got people
who are physically lazy and mentally lazy. And I’ve got them who
are just (makes noise) and if you don’t have any literary
knowledge, try to have a little common sense, but they don’t have
any. See?
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Well, as a student of yours I’d like to ask you this question, as it
relates to not only being raised in Hoxie in the 50°s and being a
part of this integration and being a part of you student bodly, |
remember you taking a great level of pride in not only working
with the school as the teacher, but at the school we also learned our
Easter speeches.

Oh, yes commit them to memory.

We also learned our social values and it was like our community,
our school, our church, and our family worked as a well oiled
machine and you were a part of that as the head of our school. if
there was one thing that you could give teachers, advise teachers of
today based on your experience of 1955 at that school, what would
that be?

| would say to them, number one, be academically prepared.
Number two, you’ve got to have patience, loads of it because many
of these students, | would say two thirds of them are from one
parent home. The next one, babies are having babies, nine years
old, ten, 11, 12, 13. How can a baby take care of a baby when they
are still in the learning process? | have a problem with it.

However 1, | think that the parents are responsible for that, but if a
mom has five or six children, she can’t possibly do all she needs to
do and being young herself to bring them up properly.

Then the next thing, they need to make choices, make good
choices. Two thirds of them, I may be stretching it a little bit,
make poor choices and as a result of making poor choices their
lives will never be what they should be. Now I tell them, you’re
looking at one who’s self made, somewhat. You’ve got to learn to
listen. You’re too lazy to read, listen. Two thirds of what you
know already, everybody, I think, came from listening. The other
third comes from reading and experiencing and that’s, but if you
listen, you listen, now you may have an idea, the one you’re
listening to has one, don’t just go on yours, you’ve got two of them
and then you’ve got something to make choices on. Which one of
these is the best? And try it. Where’s there good, there’s better
and there’s best and when you get to be best, you start back off to
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good and better. And I saw to it. They said Ms. Trotter are you a
preacher? | said no, and the white kids says though.

| did my last 17 years at McClellan. I never missed a football
game. | never missed a basketball game and they, those over, they
had to have a C average just to, just to participate and those
coaches they knew, they even taught me how to drive. I couldn’t
even drive. I couldn’t, didn’t learn to drive till I was 40.
McClellan coaches, Mr. Sturgeon let them, let me take the test
along with the driver’s ed of my students and as they took me
home one day, Coach Malham, his son was up there at Cabot right
now saying Ms. Trotter we going to go up here to the State
Department. | was scared to death, | was just driving, he said, turn
up here. I went up there and took, I’d already passed the driving,
the written part and | took that driving test. Well he knew | was
nervous and they took me, they didn’t take me too far. See,
____,see. It’s nice to know somebody, it’s not always what you
know, it’s who you know, and so I go along with that. And that
was because | knew them and I, and they had picked these old boys
up out of these other teachers see. Some teachers, you know, you
teach you, they don’t have to, I’ve always been boy crazy.

Boys are my choice. Girls are going to do. They are my peer
facilitators. I had that when I didn’t know what the word was up
there at Hoxie, my smart students. Let them teach. Help these
over here who are, see, and I didn’t permit them to argue and
bicker with each other. This is a family here, and I’m in charge,
and I’m going to teach you so one of these days you can be in
charge, but I never dreamed that | was going to be teaching white
kids one of these days. | accepted the status quo. | was going to
put everything on those | had. When I went out there at McClellan
and | had a good time.

Oh, and I have to put this little bit in. | needed a new screen door
and I knew a lady that I know you’ve seen on TV said, what
grandma says, grandma does and | went out there. She sells the
windows and, and | went in there and | looked at this tall young
man, graying in the temples, his wife. | said you look as if | know
you. He said, “I know you do, Ms. Trotter.” He was one of my
old football boys, right? And that’s when I bought, he gave me a
discount on it, sent the man out there to put it on and when, the
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little one that came up there to put it on was from Cabot and he
knew, we had a good time, and he did a good job too.

Ms. Trotter it was really my pleasure to interview you today and
I’d like to just end it with anything that you might want to say as
relates to capturing this information regarding the Hoxie 21 story.

Well I think it’s just great because it made me go back and do
some rethinking and, because I’d forgotten, that’s been a long
time, ’55. See?

Fifty-one years ago.
Uh huh, it was 51 years. Now that’s a long time.

Yes, it is.

And I didn’t know you were keeping up with it, but I always have
an opportunity to bring that up and when they got to Central, and |
live over there by Central, in ’57 over there, that crisis, and of
course my pastor of the Presbyterian Church at that time was one
of those that took the kids to Brother Hinson, right here. This right
here. Right here. He only had one boy and of course we lost him,
it’s been a couple years ago, for here, but anyway we lost him as
well and his wife’s gone, too, but he was really into it and
C.C. Mercer, do you know him? He was a member of this church,
Mercer was a member of this church right here.

Presbyterians are pretty smart too, but at the same time we’re
dictatorial. (Laughter) Yup. But we believe in that education and
the educational process, you can never get enough of it.

Well we certainly appreciate you taking the time, we thank you for
your dedication and love and development that you gave us back at
Hoxie High School.
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Thank you. I had that, that was, that’s when I got really, you
helped me to become a better teacher and I left here and went to
Luxor in Mississippi and that’s where I taught the next time and
then | had children and by that had all three of them then. | had
one boy and two girls and I’ve lost my oldest girl, lost her in 95
and their dad passed in ’90. So when my son is doing, he works,
he works up here at, at the DHS. He’s one of those up in there.
And baby daughter, she just works, she’s so mean she can’t keep a
job. (Laughter) Butanyway, I learned a lot and I took a lot from
Hoxie up to Luxor and when | got to Luxor, though, and those
students there, they were lazy. They didn’t want, their parents
were, there was farming area up in there as well, and I’d have to
go, then and of course, they were riding around the school building
and the church was right there, centered in it. See then I learned all
the parents and I’d include them in whatever I’'m doing and you
had to go and get them out of the bed.

You know, you had to send one of this one across the street, you
know the parents were working, trying to make conditions better
and they, get them up, tell them they better come here to my
English class. | have a problem with it. See then, I taught eighth
through 12, see? Or seventh through 12 | believe it was there.
Then | was trying to get close to Little Rock where my husband, he
was having a time up here by himself and I’d take the kids and |
went to Wilson, Arkansas, that’s down, getting close to Memphis
and then | went on to Forest City. Now Forest City is where | used
my library skills, knowledge. 1 set the library up there at Forest
City, Nathan Junior High and | was combination librarian, English
teacher there. Then | came on a little close, till I finally got to
Little Rock, but anyway | —

Well once again we certainly appreciate you taking the time to talk
to us today.

All right, thank you.
Would you like to have a final word on anything, Mrs. Trotter?
No, I don’t, I’ve talked so much already. I think —

Well, we certainly want to thank you. Thank you so very much.
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Mrs. Trotter: And | thank you for asking me, and of course that helped my
memory a bit to bring some of these back.

Fayth Washington:  It’s certainly been educational for us.

[End of audio]
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