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ART 265: DALi, SURREALISM AND BEYOND
RHODES COLLEGE, SPRING 2012

Dr. Elliott H. King
414 Clough

spiralspecs@yahoo.com
303.903.3938

Outline

Salvador Dali (1904—1989) is one of the most famous and controversial artists of the twentieth century.
He is also the artist most widely associated with the Surrealist movement, though that connection was more
fraught than many people realize. This course will study the development of Surrealist art and thought,
keeping in mind that for its practitioners Surrealism was — and remains — foremost a revolution, striving to
"transform the world" (Marx) and "change life" (Rimbaud). We will examine writings and ideas underlying
key works by artists such as Magritte and Max Ernst; watch Surrealist films; take part in Surrealist
activities; and play Surrealist “games of chance”. After week four, we will concentrate on Dali’s life and
art in context, assessing his relationship with Surrealism and other art movements as well as his continued
relevance (and popularity) today. N.b., Although we will attempt to adhere as closely as possible
to this syllabus, details are subject to change.

Warning!

The educational material for this course may include images and texts that some may regard as offensive.
Such material is germane to the historical study of Surrealism and is not included with the intention of
offending the religious, political, human, or social sensibilities of any person.

Required books:
¢ André Breton, Manifestos of Surrealism, trans. Richard Seaver and Helen R. Lane, Ann Arbor
Paperbacks, 1972.
e Salvador Dali, The Secret Life of Salvador Dali (New York: Dial Press, 1942)

* Salvador Dali with Andre Parinaud, Maniac Eyeball: The Unspeakable Confessions of Salvador Dali
(1973/2008)

Important dates:

1/24: Forum 1 3/13—15: Spring Break

1/31: Exam | 3/20: Complete reading The Secret Life. Image
2/7: Discuss photo dérive analysis due.

2/9: Research paper topics due 3/27: Exam llI

2/14: Forum 2 4/5: Easter break (no class)

2/23: Class cancelled; watch L’Age d’Or 4/12: Research papers due

2/28: Exam Il 4/24: Magazine project due

3/8: Research abstract and annotated 4/26: Exam IV

bibliography due
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Week 1

1/12, Thursday — Introduction

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Conroy Maddox, 'Only chaos within
one gives birth to a dancing star'
(1996)

To do: Please begin keeping dream journal!

Week 2

1/17, Tuesday — Dada and the origins of Surrealism

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Dadaist poem

André Breton, ‘After Dada’ (1922)

André Breton, “The Mediums Enter”
(1922)

1/19, Thursday — A Wave of Dreams: The Surrealist Revolution

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

J.-A. Boiffard, Paul Eluard, and R.
Vitrac, “Editorial” (1924)

“Declaration of Jan 27" (1925)

“Open the Prisons, Disband the
Army” (1925)

Antonin Artaud, et.al., ‘Address to the
Pope’ (1925)

Pierre Naville, “Beaux-Arts”, (1925)

‘Letter to the Head Doctors of Insane
Asylums’ (1925)

André Breton, Nadja (1928), 23-39.

2|Page




Week 3
1/24, Tuesday — The First Manifesto (1924)

Read: Books Dossier

Read: Readings

First Manifesto in Breton, Manifestos
of Surrealism ( 3—29)

Forum 1: Students A—L post, students M—Z respond

1/26, Thursday — The Eye in its Savage State: Surrealism and Painting

Read: Books Dossier

Read: Readings

Exquisite Corpse (writing)

Max Ernst, “Beyond Painting” (1925)

Exquisite Corpse (Drawing)

Week 4

1/31, Tuesday — Exam 1

2/2, Thursday — Hallucinogenic Celluloid: Surrealism in Film and Photography

Read: Books Dossier

Read: Readings

Jean Ferry, “King Kong” (1934)

André Breton, “As in Wood” (1951)

Guy Debord, “Theory of the Dérive”
(1958)

To do for dossier: Photo ‘dérive’: Go in search of ‘the marvellous’! For more information, see Guy Debord, “Theory of

the Dérive” (1958). We will discuss results on 2/7.

Week 5

2/7, Tuesday — Dali: The Early Years (1904—1928)

Read: Books SL

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 19—75; .
137—142 The Secret Life, 1—206

Salvador Dali, “Photography:
Pure Creation of the Spirit”
(1927)

Salvador Dali with Lluis
Montanya and Sebastia
Gasch, Yellow Manifesto
(1928)

Briefly discuss photo derive experiences
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2/9, Thursday — Un Chien Andalou (1929)

Read: Books

SL

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 77—89

The Secret Life, 206—
234

Salvador Dali, ‘Un Chien
Andalou’ (1929)

Elliott King, “Art and Anti-Art”,
pp. 13—16; “Un Chien
Andalou” (2007), 17—27.

Research paper subjects due. Arrange for individual meetings.

Week 6

2/14, Tuesday — Bataille and the Second Manifesto

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Second Manifesto in Breton,

Manifestos of Surrealism (119—187)

Georges Bataille, ‘The ‘Lugubrious
Game” (1929)

Maniac Eyeball, 13—17; 91—117

Forum 2: Students M—Z post, students A—L respond

2/16, Thursday — The Great Breakthrough: Critical Paranoia (1931—35)

Read: Books

SL

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 149—152;
163—169

The Secret Life, 235—
324

Salvador Dali, “The Rotting
Donkey” (1930)

Salvador Dali, Excerpts from:
The Tragic Myth of Millet's
Angelus (1933/63)

Week 7

2/21, Tuesday — The Great Breakthrough: Critical Paranoia (1936—40)

Read: Books

SL

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 149—152;
163—169

The Secret Life, 235—
324

4|Page




2/23, Thursday — College Art Association (no class); watch L’Age d’Or (1930)

Read: Books Dossier Read: Readings
Salvador Dali, “L’Age d’Or” (1930)
Elliott King, “L'Age d’Or” (2007),
28—36.
Week 8

2/28, Tuesday — Exam 2

3/1, Thursday — War and flight (1935—40)

Read: Books SL

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 119—135 368

The Secret Life, 325—

Salvador Dali, “Réverie”

(1931)

Salvador Dali, “Cher Breton”

(1933)

Salvador Dali,
DefyAragon” (1937)

Week 9

3/6, Tuesday — Surrealist International

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

André Breton, “Prolegomena to a
Third Surrealist Manifesto or Not”
(1942) in Breton, Manifestos of
Surrealism (281—294)

New Superstitions

3/8, Thursday — America (1940—44)

Read: Books SL

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 183—216 | 400

The Secret Life, 369—

Salvador Dali, “Declaration of
the Independence of the
Imagination and the Right of
a Man to His Own Madness”
(1939)

Salvador Dali, “The Last
Scandal of Salvador Dali”
(1941)

Research abstract and annotated bibliography due.
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Week 10
Spring Break

Week 11
3/20, Tuesday — The Secret Life

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Salvador Dali, The Secret Life of
Salvador Dali (full)

Relate one artwork of your choice to a passage in The Secret Life

3/22, Thursday — The Most Fortunate Things That Can Happen to an Ex-Surrealist: Dali in

Hollywood (1944—50)

Week 12

3/27, Tuesday — Exam 3

3/29, Thursday — Nuclear Mysticism | (1950—1960)

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 229—238; 244—
248

Salvador Dali, Mystical Manifesto
(1951)

Breton, et.al., “Expose the Physicists,
Empty the Laboratories!” (1958)

Salvador Dali, “Anti-Matter
Manifesto” (1958)

Week 13

4/3, Tuesday — Nuclear Mysticism Il (1950-1960)

4/5, Thursday — Easter (no class)
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Week 14

4/10, Tuesday — Dali Against Modern Art

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 251—259; 273—
278

Extracts from Dali on modern art: the
Cuckolds of antiquated modern art
(1958)

Salvador Dali, “The Secret Number
of Velasquez Revealed” (1961)

Salvador Dali, “Resumé of History of
Painting” (1965)

4/12, Thursday — Po(m)pism: The Dali ‘60s

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 171—182

Salvador Dali, ‘Preface” to Gaudi’s
Artistic and Religious Vision (1969)

Salvador Dali, “The Railway Station
at Perpignan” (1977)

Research papers due

Week 15

4/17, Tuesday — Impressions of Upper Mongolia

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Elliott King, “Impressions of Upper
Mongolia” (2007), 167—176.

4/19 Thursday — 1970s Optical experiments

Read: Books

Dossier

Read: Readings

Maniac Eyeball, 293—301
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Week 16
4/24 — Tuesday — The Fall and the Rise

Read: Books Dossier

Read: Readings

Jean Schuster, The Fourth Canto

(1969)

Salvador Dali, ‘Ode to Spanish

Monarchy’ (1987)

Magazine group project due

4/26, Thursday — Exam 4
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