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Proposal and ntative outline for book:
WAXE UP, MEMPHISEI IT'S YOUR PARK THEY'RE TAXINGH

by Irma 0. Sternberg

Specifications: As inexpensively printed as possible,
preferably in paperbound form, not more than 100 printed pages,
two simple line-drawings (maps); proposed (reta%$l), one dollar;
to be copyrighted ¥y, and proceeds to go to ses connected

~ with legal fight to protect the Park? (5pecifically, whom?)

Suggested chapter headings and content, subject to emendation!
All ideas welconsel

1. Condensation of the early history of the controversy,
ineluding petition by the Clvie Clubs.

17, Formation of {itizens to Preserve Overton Park. (Date, pleasel)
History of litigation up to and ineluding January 11, 1971.

11T, Alternate routes? A summary of materials presented on
January 9, 1971, on WrC.TV'g*Face to Face". (I have a tape of the
entire solclon.’

TV, Vhy is Overton Park so different, sc special?

A. Inportance of the central location: accessibility to
pany persong of all ages and financial conditions

H. YNational importance of the zoo:
1. Jducationally
2. As a breeding place for many epecies

C. Playgrounde and picnic grounds (Perhaps this could be
handled through Bemoirs of Sarah Hines and others who
have grown up and brought their children-and granébhildreines
to enjoy the park?)

D. OoI:tcour:o;. baseball diamonds, .n? ?thor ng::t::::
sports whic . un Parentheti ¥y
will Yemphis €E§%1€¥11'¥§%1*§§%b§%§ all refuse to '
"play ball® in its pollution<thick air, even to face

the problem?)

fe The value of trees and other vegetation as anti-
pollutants.,

V. Importance of the ecology of the park toward mailntaining
health of the inner city: Dr. Smithl This chapter is for you teo
give us the facts!
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vl., Why do Yemphians permit the rapine of this valued
possession, given the ecological and sodlological importance of
public parks? Fote: I find particularly izportant the point
Helen lLeavitt ed of the commection between the havoe wrought
by freeways and the riots in many urban ghettoea, especially and
specifically Yatts and Washington, D. C.: Superhighway, Superhoax./

A. Indifference
B. Sense of helplessness concerning city affairs

Ce. Lack of information: apparently the direct result

of dériverate (or inadvertent?) manipulation of facts

by most of the news media, so that the public knows only
one side of the case. or me portonally, this i a
threat to ny Pirst Ame nt rights: the right to know
the facts. "“icholas ohnson of FCC mentioned a oasc

congerning just such a right--ingclving the 4 of the
media, but it is a relatively unexplored ares onneitutionnl
Law, I would like tore informatione-and will try to get 1t.
ovontually,l

D. 5@lfish shortsightedness on the part of a fewe-perhaps \
welleneaning--buginess leaders: the 0ld notion of *"beneflcent
dictatorship® that Yemphis "enjoyed® so long? Uafortunately,
according to leavitt, this is a national pattern.

YIT., *Experience ¥eeps a Dear ‘chool®: vhy is Femphis playing
the fool, when the experience of so many other cities is agailable?
(vew Prloanl, Dayton, ete. Frances Cos is the expert hereijho else?)

VIiTi. The Supreme Court speaks: complete transoription of the
entire 18.page opinion?

IX. whither go we now? ISigns of hope? Vote against the 5T,
Hlue Lake fiven back to the Indians, ete. (Help! It's hard to find
themt!) What can do: keep informed--ecapecially through out-of.
state neys media, books, periodicals! Contribute! And distribute
copies of this book!

I1llustrations:

1. Line drawing showing the city ciequuferential, the new
bridge, possible atternate routes suggested in Chapter 111, and the |
nine railroads into the city!

2. Present road through the park and lines showing --to sealel..
the ed monstrosity. (This one argument has bheen the most
damaging of all--and the sasiest to refute, if the true facts
end a visual representation are presented. I w we could find
someone to do an artist's concept of that 'footbnll fieléd® in the
widdle of the park! Put not for this book: too ambitiousi)
103 rarch 1971
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