
Rhodes College Digital Archives - DLynx

"155 Citizens Praise, Condemn Park
Expressway Proposal At Public Hearing"

Item Type Article

Authors Lollar, Michael

Publisher Commercial Appeal

Rights All rights reserved. The accompanying digital objects and
associated documentation are provided for online research and
access purposes. Permission to use, copy, modify, distribute and
present this digital object and the accompanying documentation,
without fee, and without written agreement, is hereby granted
for educational, non-commercial purposes only. The Rhodes
College Archives and Special Collections reserves the right to
decide what constitutes educational and commercial use. In all
instances of use, acknowledgement must be given to Rhodes
College Archives Digital Repository, Memphis, TN. For information
regarding permission to use this image, please email the Archives
at archives@rhodes.edu.

Download date 2026-03-13 23:41:46

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10267/29498

http://hdl.handle.net/10267/29498


T.tiE. G01viivi:t:RGIAL· A?f EAL, IvlEivlf'HlS, A'I'UHDAY IVIORl~lNU, ~.rJ.t>LJ:Jl\fB~.t( 16, Hrt2 13 
r~~--~~~------~--~--~~~~~==~~==~==~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------------

15 5 Citizens · Praise, Con~emn Park E pressway Prop~sal At Public Hearing 
By MICHAEL LOLLAR · Nearoea and low-income work- .'J'be more esthedtf -~1 eook UJed to say, -•u•s sho a 1- ow, listen. I'm ttred of alllthtn.a for 1'7 yean, and becauu will adverti•• for bide in about c.dation of Memphis, the down-

The variety of Overton Park ers Ullually do not reside in the mental arguments included a

1

.1iek dog .~ho tries_ to spoil his j 11. I was 70 yea;s o~d la1t. it's fashionable to scream ecol· two weeks for. the. northe~, t?wn Sertoma Club, the Voll!n­
expressway verbiage grew neighborhood of their employ . 50-foot banner prepared by own nest. Park rot.tte sul't>ort- Clay . • • and I m ttred of ogy at the present, a few peo- Interstate 240 ctrcumferepttal tme-Evergreen Commumty 
yesterday with arguments In- and accordingly require th~ M s h N H' T b ers ~re ueither .blind or it's e wild animals out there in ple are jumping on the band- e~prassway. A. p~bl~c hearing Action . Association and M~s. 
- cc • ' · ' • _ rs. ara · _mes. o e en t 1 reI y self•mterest," abe erton Park smoking pot and wagon," , wdl be held her w1thtn. 30 daya Robert Shafer, former cha1r• 

. volvi~~ pot-smoking anf .. f~st~~t route . of transporta~ se~t as an exhtblt to Mr. said. outhll\i obscenities. · - · .Mrs. Smith said the last time after t~e bidding beaina, Mr. m~.of the City Beautiful Com-

. ~als, mot.orcycle gangs, ra- tmn. Volpe, the banner is a paste;up Rudolph J onet, consultant to "Shake~pea.re wrote a play 11\e · drove throuah pverton Odle sat d. . -~ nuss10n. 
ctal equahty . and William The NAACP and others als compilation of newspaper arti· the Shelby County Conser\ra-~ ou~ this thing. It was called Park htt car was rocked and Others opposed · to the park 
Shakespeare. argued that the proposed L&N cles and pictQres dating from tlon Board, arg~ed in favor of MucJl ~d_o ~bout Nothing,t" $1\e an~ her husbaU:d cursed by Others In favor of .the I~ route included Waldo Zimmer-

When a two-day public hear- R a i I road alternative route 1967, whiCh chronicle fatal au-lthe park route, but he asked Mr. ~uth said. a motorcycle gang. pJrk t.¢e yesterday tnc~uded man, a veteran park support-
ing was over at 4 p m 155 should be discarded s· c 't to b'l 1t id t M that about SO more acres of Another park route support.-

1
- At the conclusion of the Shelb CotUtty Commtsslon er, the 100-member local 

persons i\atl taken ~ ~~rbal . . ' . m e J ~0 1 e cc ens on em- inner-city land be acquired to er, Mrs. Stanley J. Smith, hearing. Robert C. Odl~ . devel- Chair an Jack ~amaay, Shel· branch of the Sierra Club and 
stand. N i n e t y -t w 

0 
persons f0 U!d divtde the e~e~mental- phis free~~Y~· expartd the park in the future. ffiook her fist: "I'm mad at I opment . ~ngineer. witll the by Count¥ Court . ~Quire Joe t~e . Student Government As so­

urged immediate completion Y mtegrat~d _Yollmttne-Ever- Mr~,- · Wllh~m W. Deupree t1e people who scream ecology liT en ness e e Department of Cooper, Ctty Councilman Jack c1at1on of Southwestern at 
. pf Interstate 40 through the green commumty. . told the audtence, uAs my old Duke 0. S m i t b began: . : . We've fooled with this Transportation, said the state McNeil, the Downtown __ A_s-=s=o-_M_e_m...:.p_h_is_. --~-------

park, and 63 asked for another ~ 
route or no highway at all. 

Their arguments will be for­
- warded to Secretary of Trans­
, portation John Volpe within 15 

~ays. Mr. Volpe is expected to 
· make a ·new decision, based 

partially on those arguments, 
by January. 

Meanwhile, Charles F. New­
. man, attorney for the Citizens 

: ,,, to Preserve Overto~ Park, 
sai~ yesterday if Mr~ Volpe 

, agam approves the park route 
environmentalists will resum~ 
their courtroom protest. -

The park route was first cho .. 
sen in 1955, and the man who 
made that choice defended it 
during the City Hall hearing 
yesterday. William S. Pollard 
Jr., an urban planner and 
transportation eng in e;e r, 
argued, Hit was then in ' my: 
opinion and continues·to be the· 
single feasible and prudent al­
ternative in' the maximum in­
terest of the . citizens . of the 
Memphis m~tropolitan area 
and of the nation as a whole:~ 

When he chose the route ·. he 
was chiefengineer fp,r Harl~nd 
Bartholomew . & Associates, a 
Memphis firm hired to explore 
route possibilities by the state 
Highway.·Department. 

On~ __ ·unexpected endorse-
ment . of the park route was by 
tire . ·Memphis branch of the 

_N~CP. Its president, Leroy 
: etark, said, CCHuman rights 
. ·sh,huld prevail when a need for 
"'J)togress causes a -conflict be­
~e.en human and animal or 

' :»toperty rights . . . construe~ 
-::tiOil of alternate routes would 
•;.~ij. mor~ cost~y, resulting in the 
, ij$~al meqmtable sharing of 
] Jte tax burden by blacks and 

·}~-income t -y, s ·. ·; . · 


