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SS048.mp3	

Joan	Beifuss‐	We	will	now	continue	the	tape,	this	is	tape	3,	Mr.	E.C.	Stimbert	
November	20th,	1968.	Interviewers	Joan	Beifuss	and	Caroline	Yellin.		We	are	in	Mr.	
Stimbert’s	office.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Will	you	advised	later	in	the	morning	then	that	everything	was	
alright?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes.			

Caroline	Yellin‐	Do	you	off	hand	have	any	idea	how	many	workers	(muffled)	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	No	I	don’t	remember,	we	had	at	the	time	some	report	but	there	wasn’t	
as	I	recall,	I	am	not	so	sure	whether	that	was	the	day	when	we	had,	there	was	two	
days	when	we	had	unusually	large	absenteeism.		That	may	have	been	one	of	the	
days,	most	of	the	negro	youngsters	participated	in	the	march,		

Caroline	Yellin‐	Did	school	continue	for	those	kids	that	stayed	in	school?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	yes.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	ask	if	the	following	Monday,	wasn’t	there	some	negro	
absenteeism,	I	am	asking	that	only	because	I	know	that	was	the	day	that	in	fact	my	
housekeeper	felt	that	she	had	to	stay	home	with	her	children	that	day	because	she	
didn’t,	these	were	in	fact	elementary	students	and	she	was	just	uneasy.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Because	of	the,	as	you	have	down	here,	Martin	Luther	King	leads	a	
march	which	turns	into	mini	riot	as	of	Thursday	March	28th	that	was	the	day	and	
Larry	Payne	was	killed	and	sporadic	rioting	throughout	inner	city.	As	a	result	of	
that,	I	think	it	was	that	next	Friday	and	the	following	Monday	that	we	had	our	
enormous	percentage	of	absenteeism.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Wasn’t	school	closed	that	Friday?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	29th?	

Caroline	Yellin‐	City	was	under	the	curfew.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	It	could	be,	I	don’t	remember?	

Caroline	Yellin‐	It	seems	to	be	I	remember	having	all	the	children	around.	Or	maybe	
I	am	thinking	of	that	day…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	It’s	in	the	records	in	the	newspapers.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	It	either	is	or	it	isn’t	true.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	When	did	you	yourself	know	that	the	march	had	broken	up	
downtown?	



E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	was	there.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	were	at	the	march?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	was	not	participating	in	the	march	I	was	at	WREC	with	Mr.	Freeman,	
making	a	30	minute	tape	presenting	some	facts	about	our	budget	they	had	asked	for.	
This	was	one	of	WREC’s	specials	I	think,	well	I	don’t	recall	the	name	whether	it	was	
close‐up	or	what.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Focus…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Focus	on	Memphis	I	believe	it	was	Wes	Hodge	the	interviewer.	This	
was	we	had	gone	down	for	a	morning	taping	for	maybe	9:30,	10:00.	The	march	was	
to	start	I	believe	at	11:00.		Thereabouts,	I	am	not	sure	the	hours	now	but	this	is	not	
too	far	off.	When	we	finished	taping	of	course	the	news	was	on	the	radio	out	in	the	
reception	room	and	marchers	had	assembled.	See	there	was	a	staging	ground	
around	Clayborne	Temple,	and	on	those	streets.	I	don’t	remember	who	said	what	to	
whom,	but	we	said	on	the	way	to	the	car	why	don’t	we	just	walk	up	from	the	
Peabody	motel	to	Main	and	Union	and	see	if	the	march	had	started.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	was	with	you?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Mr.	Freeman,	the	business	manager.	So	we	went	up	to	the	corner	and	
stood	there	and	about	two	blocks	off	the	march	was	coming	down	the	street.	So	we	
were	about	a	block	and	a	half	from	the	march	when	it	all	happened.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	This	was	on	Main	St.?	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	you	really?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yeah.		So	I	don’t	care	a	whole	lot	about	seeing	anything	like	that	again.	
We	watched	awhile,	it	was,	I	guess	amazing	to	us	that	the,	I	said	some	thing	to	John,	I	
said	some	thing	has	gone	all	to	pieces.	Because	he	was	the	march	coming	down	the	
street,	rather	orderly	fashion	then	all	of	a	sudden	chaos	and	confusion	and	tires	
screeching	and	the	police	moving	in.	I	know	they	get	criticized	a	lot	but	what	would	
a	society	be	without	them.		Of	course	again,	it	is	the	mixture	of	the	innocent	of	the	
guilty	and	how	do	you	separate	them	when	it	is	a	mob.	Or	maybe	a	better	word	
would	be	a	crowd,	because	here	they	are	all	marching	down	the	street,	but	here	is	
this	element	breaking	the	windows	and	beginning	to	loot.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	see	those?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Now	I	didn’t	see	it	on	Beale.	But	I	saw	the	breakup	of	the	front,	see	
that	I	think	was	about	Mchall	St.		So	we	are	talking	about	Main	and	Union	where	we	
were	standing	on	the	corner	looking	south.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	On	Main.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	On	Main,	it	was	coming	down	Main.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	And	the	front	of	the	march	had	turned	the	corner…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Turned	the	corner…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	gotten	into	Main	St.	about	a	block…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	When	it	all	broke	just	fell	apart,	screaming…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Could	you	recognize…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	at	that	distance	no,	you	could	see	the	people	in	the	front	that	had	
their	arms	linked	and	King	was	no	doubt	one	of	those	people	and	the	others	with	
him	on	the	front	row	as	they	were	coming	north.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Could	you	se	the	sidewalks,	was	it	a	solid	mass	across	the	sidewalks	
too?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Pretty	much	as	you	looked	south,	now	there	weren’t	many	people	
downtown	watching	the	march,.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	what	were	the	people	doing,	what	happened	who	
were	the	people	that	were	just	standing	on	the	sidewalk	in	your	area?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	We	just	continued	to	stand,	because	the	confrontation	was	just	like	
watching	a	battle		half	block	away.	We	didn’t	stay	long.	Because	we	weren’t	sure	
how	quickly	this	would	all	spread	and	at	this	point	perhaps	in	the	mind	of	some	
particular	kind	of	negro	any	white	person	is	fair	game,	just	as	the	reverse	was	true	
under	a	certain	set	of	circumstances,	again	a	mixture	of	the	innocent	and	the	guilty	I	
guess.		We	just	finally	agreed	to	leave.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	have	your	car	parked	so	you	could	get	to	it?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yeah,	we	were	parked	down	at	2nd	and	Monroe	as	I	recall.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Were	you	frightened?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Sick.	I	guess	would	be	a	better	word.		I	guess	you	just	have	a	feeling	on	
the	inside,	why,	why	does	this	have	to	happen?		I	think	this	is	more	the	feeling.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	were	aware…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	We	didn’t	run	or	anything	of	that	kind.	Maybe	we	should	of.	I	don’t	
think	it	occurred	to	us	to.	We	just,	I	had	the	feeling	of	well	we	had	it.	Things	have	
jumped	the	track	and	I	guess	they	have	not	been	the	same	since.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	had	a	this	is	it	feeling?	Though	we	didn’t	know	this	was	it,	but	this	
is	what	we	all…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Of	course	all	the	way	along	I	am	still	saying,	repeating	and	I	am	
wondering	why	this	couldn’t	be	held	to	a	labor	management	difficulty.	I	think	this	



moment	was	almost	a	culmination	of	what	was	a	natural	outgrowth	of	the	route	we	
were	taking	in	trying	to	solve	our	problem	here	in	Memphis.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	You	think	sub‐consciously	you	suspected	it.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Sub‐sub‐consciously,	not	surprised	yeah.	Because	here	were	activities	
planned	that	really	weren’t	around	the	conference	table	kinds	of	things	that	will	
solve	the	problem.	I	don’t	care	how	long	a	conference	has	to	last,	when	they	begin	to	
ask	us	for	union	membership.	I	think	this	maybe	on	another	tape	but	we	asked	the	
age	old	question,	do	you	have	the	horses.	Well	Mr.	Epps	came	to	see	us	one	day,	and	
this	is	jumping	way	ahead	but	as	the	record	shows	we	immediately	conducted	an	
election.	I	am	not	being	critical	again	of	anybody	who	did	not	conduct	an	election	for	
the	city	but	this	is	standard	practice	in	union	affairs.		Companies	do	it	all	the	time.	If	
you	can’t	win	an	election	you	don’t	have	any	right	to	expect	collective	bargaining.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	May	I	ask	something,	the	mayor	or	the	city	attorneys	constantly	
referred	back	tot	hat	injunction	that	stopped…would	the	school	board	have	come	
under	that	injunction?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	don’t	know,	I	guess	you	would	have	to	ask	a	lawyer,	I	really	don’t	
know.	We	are	construed	as	a	separated	corporation	entirely,	we	have	a	charter.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Yeah	I	understand	that.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	doubt	very	much,	I	am	going	to	give	you	a	lamens	opinion,	we	people	
talking	here,	I	would	say	no.	Every	time	the	word	city	official	or	city	employee	is	
used	it	is	not	to	be	construed	as	the	school	employees.	Now	a	lot	of	people	make	it	
all	inclusive	but	whether	that	is	legally	correct	or	not.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	So	then	when	Mr.	Freeman	and	you	left	downtown	you	came	back	
here?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes.		We	came	back	out	here.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	wanted	to	ask	one	other	thing.	You	had	been	here	first	before,	you	
had	been	here	when	the	news	of	Hamilton	came	in	before	you	went,	and	you	felt	
that	the	Hamilton	thing	was	over	and	done	with.	So	you	went	from	that	crisis	to	the	
taping	and	came	out	to	another	crisis.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Of	course	that	crisis	is	not	of	our	administrative	concern,	it	was	of	
personal	concern,	but	the	Hamilton	crisis	was	a	school	and	school	people	involved,	
pupils	and	teachers	trying	to	bring	order	out	of	chaos.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	have	an	odd	question.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Ok.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	The	tape	that	you	made	with	Mr.	Freeman	and	Russ	Hodge,	was	that	
broadcast	later.	



E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yeah.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	look	at	it	and	or	I	just	am	curious	about	personal	feelings	
because	that	came	at	such	a	point	of	crisis	in	the	whole	thing	and	did	it	seem	strange	
to	see,	would	it	have	seemed	strange	to	hear	what	you	were	saying	at	that	very	
moment.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	No	not	really.	Maybe	that	is	a	silly	answer.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Maybe	I	am	seeking	to	dramatize	where	no	drama	is	necessary.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	think	you	are,	I	think	you	are	trying	to	make	this	exciting	and	from	
personal	point	of	view	and	it	doesn’t	have	that	ora	about	it.	I	went	through	a	picket	
line	for	3	months	when	I	was	with	Firestone,	and	this	was	a	very	vicious	kind	of	
strike	where	people	were	killed…Hamilton	Canada.	When	I	was	with	the	labor	
department	the	picket	line	we	went	through	was	Westinghouse	picket	line.		Because	
all	electrical	workers,	all	steel	workers,	and	all	rubber	workers	were	down	in	
Canada	in	that	particular	time	some	25	years	ago.	I	guess	some	of	these	experiences	
probably	furnished	some	protection	for	you	when	things	occur	again,	don’t	push	the	
panic	button	is	what	I	am	saying.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	don’t	think	there	is	any	question	that	your	labor,	your	labor	
experience	gave	you	a	very	special	view	of	this	and	the	thing	that	I	wanted	to	ask	is	
what	the	word	innocence	apply	to	some	of	the	things	that	we	just	discussed,	your	
suggestion	of	do	you	have	the	horses.	Do	you	feel	that	even	lack	of	plain	old	
experience	and	being	comfortable	in	labor	management	situations	which	obviously	
you	were	because	of	your	experience	and	many	people	this	snuck	up	on	them	and	
they	weren’t,	would	this	be	a	fair	analysis?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes,	I	thin	you	have	done	right	well	with	that	really.	I	am	serious.	I	
don’t	want	to	pose	as	a	labor	expert,	but	I	had	some	experiences	under	people	like	
Paul	Borda	and	Joe	Meek	and	some	others	and	that	had	about	100,000	employees	at	
the	time,	and	I	had	a	diversified	assignment	and	it	was	a	very	great	5	years,	
everything	from	labor	relations	and	service	to	experiencing	some	negotiations	and	
knowing	some	of	the	ins	and	outs	of	how	you	jockey	for	position	across	the	
negotiating	table.		So	it	was	a	real	good	education	but	I	would	not	pose	as	a	labor	
expert	but	some	of	those	guide	posts	I	think	were	invaluable	really.	I	think	there	is,	I	
see	it	right	now	in	our	organizations,	we	try	to	administer	these	contracts	which	are	
3	years	contracts,	which	is	another	good	thing,	don’t	open	it	every	year	because	you	
are	simply	continuing	to	irritate.	Get	a	good	contract	for	a	period	of	time	for	the	
workers	and	for	the	management.	Ours	is	a		3	year	contract,	but	I	see	in	our	
organization	some	naiveté	and	some	of	this	innocence.	Somebody	the	other	day	was	
wanting	to	re‐open	our	contract.	Well	you	don’t	do	that,	you	open	a	Pandora’s	box	
when	you	start	peeking	into	the	contract	that	you	spent	months	negotiating	and	you	
have	agreed	to	it,	it	is	a	contract.	Surely	there	is	something	about	the	sanctity	of	
contracts	that	we	ought	to	remember	as	a	union	and	as	a	business.	The	unions	can	



bring	stability	to	a	situation.	I	think	that	this	particular	union	had	some	naiveté	and	
innocence	about	it	to	as	far	as	its	local	leadership	was	concerned.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	On	both	sides?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes	on	both	sides	and	was	no	particular	inference	here	about	
individual	personalities.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Or	even	or	certainly	intent…	

Caroline	Yellin‐	I	am	sorry	we	are	not	even	talking	about	ill	will	from	one	side	to	the	
other.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	no.	That	is	right.	Why	don’t	I	just	interview	the	two	of	you,	you	are	
doing	real	well.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	wanted	to	get	back	because	we	don’t	have	much	time,	but	I	do	very	
much	want	to	ask	an	earlier	question	said	were	you	aware	of	increasing	tension	
between	the	snow	storm	and	what	we	now	refer	to	as	the	mini	riot	led	by	King.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Well	that	is	just	6	days.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	then,	there	is	another	period	of	approximately	that	long,	6	days,	
between	that	march	and	when	Martin	Luther	King	led	and	the	assassination	from,	
I’ll	ask	the	same	question	again,	from	your	office	where	you	are	sitting	did	you	as	
Jones	said	see	it	as	a	different	ball	game?		Where	you	aware	of	increasing	tension	
then	or	did	you	feel	that	perhaps	it	really	couldn’t	be	settled?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	This	observation	I	think	that	the	feelings	that	I	just	described	about	
witnessing	that,	not	only	a	different	ball	game	but	somebody	blew	up	the	ball	park	
and	tore	up	the	rule	book.	That	is	about	the	feeling	that	you	had.	Here	was	a	
nonviolent	man	brought	to	the	city	and	violence	erupted.		So	whether	he	should	
have	ever	come	to	Memphis	in	the	first	place	I	would	question	but	he	had	to	come	
back	the	2nd	time	it	seems	to	me.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	feel	that	(muffled)?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	would	think	so,	I	felt	that	they	shouldn’t	have	been	bringing	in	these	
outside	speakers	and	constantly	accelerating,	raising	the	emotional	fever	of	the	
community.	That	is	in	keeping	with	what	I	have	been	saying	and	I	am	not	doing	it	
just	for	he	sake	of	consistency	it	is	an	actual	belief.	So	Dr.	King	had	to	come	back	and	
have	a	successful	march.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	In	terms	of	what?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	In	terms	of	his	personal	stock	as	a	leader	of	the	people.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	feel	that	there	should	have	been	extra	effort	to	settle	the	strike	
to	prevent	his	coming	back?	That	had	the	strike	been	settled	then	he	would	have	
had	no	cause	to	come	back	and	lead	a	march	for.	



E.C.	Stimbert‐	Of	course	I	am	reminded	of	a	young	person	who	hid	one	time	just	to	
scare	a	group	of	people	and	the	longer	that	he	stayed	hidden	the	less	chance	he	had	
of	coming	back	and	showing	up	and	saying	well	this	is	all	a	prank.	It	is	a	poor	
illustration	but	it	illustrates	what	I	am	trying	to	say.		I	don’t	think	there	could	have	
been	any	extra	efforts	at	this	point	to	settle	the	strike.	When	you	line	up	the	forces	
for	conflict	it	has	got	to	happen	then.	You	just	can’t	keep	preparing	for	something	
without	eventually	that	preparation	having	effect	on	people.	I	know	the	implications	
of	what	I	am	saying.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	There	might	have	been	resistance	to	settle?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes.	I	think	lines	were	being	more	firmly	drawn,	this	was	more	a	race	
question	now	at	this	point	in	time	than	ever	before.	I	talked	that	spring	to	the	
presidents	of	all	of	the	PTA’s	in	the	city,	negro	and	white	and	to	all	the	principles	in	a	
joint	meeting,	their	annual	meeting	and	talked	my	subject	was	the	polarization	of	
the	races	in	Memphis,.	The	conditions	at	this	point	were	much	much	worse	and	any	
time,	like	the	time	we	had	been	living	in	Memphis.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Let	me	cut	back	to	it	again	about	Hamilton.	Was	Holloman	in	contact	
with	you	at	all	about	the	Hamilton	situation,	or	was	there	any	contact	between	your	
office	and	the	police	about	how	they	should	handle…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	don’t	recall	actual	conversations	but	I	have	got	to	say	that	anytime	
we	picked	up	the	phone	probably,	I	would	say	yes	because	I	am	sure	that	before	and	
after	this	is	the	way	it	has	been	and	we	would	being	conference	about…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	knew	what	Holloman’s	men	were	oding	at..	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	yes.	Whether	just	personally	at	your	point,	but	we	have	had	
conferences	with	him	telephone	calls.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	their	a	strategy	worked	out	between	your	office	and	the	police	
department	as	to	say	how	you	would	handle	some	thing	if	the	black	invaders	did	go	
into	a	hallway	in	the	school…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Well	this	has	been	more	of	a	specific	nature	than	general.	It	has	been	
discussed	in	connection	with	a	given	school	because	again,	you	have	certain	
surroundings,	you	have	certain	personnel	to	deal	with,	this	principle	won’t	handle	it	
like	this	principle.	But	generally	speaking	it	is	a	quick	touch,	a	quick	communication.	
I	just	can’t	have	a	complaint	at	this	point	because	the	strategy	for	Carver	last	spring	
and	also	this	fall	and		Humes	and	Bellevue,	this	is	instantaneous	and	we	agree.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	This	needs	to	be	discussed	beforehand	so	that	instantly	if	it’s	Humes	it	
will	be	handled	a	little	bit	differently	than	if	it	is	Carver,		

E.C.	Stimbert‐	There	are	some	overall	rule	shall	we	such	as	we	are	not	going	to	use	
dogs	and	mace	on	kids.	The	temptation	might	be	to	do	it	when	they	are	breaking	out	
1300	window	lights	and	got	your	cafeteria	manager	a	prisoner	in	the	office	and	you	



got	the	ROTC	forces	out	here	in	the	army	and	they	can’t	get	out	and	there	are	phone	
calls	coming	in	here,	is	what	saved	me.	There	is	a	temptation	to	move	in	an	army	
against	an	army,	but	these	are	still	high	school	kids.		I	know	we	were	criticized	
rather	severely	in	terms	of	not	being	more	severe	in	terms	of	the	Carver	Students,	
but	I	think	this	city	in	the	long	run	would	have	paid	a	horrible	price	and	this	was	an	
agreement	between	the	police	and	us.	They	were	accused	of	backing	off	and	pulling	
around	the	corner	and	all	this	stuff,	but	they	were	right	there	if	we	needed	them	and	
we	figured	a	few	minute	of	lights	was	a	small	price	to	pay	for	what	the	city	would	
have	to	pay	for	a	lot	of	high	school	youngsters	were	killed	or	maimed,	maced	beaten,	
there	some	arrests	and	this	sort	of	thing,	And	at	certain	points	this	just	has	to	be,		
But	I	think	there	was	a	real	good	understanding	and	I	am	giving	you	the	overall	
understanding.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah	that	is	fine.	Now	the	other	thing	I	wanted	to	ask,	was	when	King	
was	coming	back	in	to	lead		the	march,	that	would	be	a	couple	of	days	before	he	was	
assassinated.	Did	you	again	feel	like	you	were	facing	the	same	problem,	was	their	
pressure	on	you	to	dismiss	the	school	for	the	second	march	as	there	had	been	for	
the	first	march?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	believe	there	was	although	I	don’t	recall	it	because	I	don’t	know	I	
may	not	have.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	The	march	had	been	enjoined	and	they	were	in	court	trying	to.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	am	trying	to	think	of	some	of	the	events	and	I	just	don’t	remember.	
There	was	no	meetings	like	the	one	I	described	a	while	ago	is	what	I	am	trying	to	
say.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	After	the	snow	storm	or	after	the	second	after	the	mini	riot	there	was	
no	meetings	between…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	There	was	no	meetings	after	that	snowstorm.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	was	the	last	time	you	really	had	contact…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	In	fact,	I	guess	I	was	adamant	about	pupil	attendance	at	that	point.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	would	want	one	other	question	and	after	you	look	up..	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Well	I	was	simply	checking	the	schedule	to	see	what	was	occurring	
during	that	week.	I	see	principals	down	here,	there	was	much	here	we	haven’t	even	
scratched	the	surface.	There	was	a	number	of	contacts	that	occurred	here	principal	
after	principal	to	see	us	about	his	school.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	differing	problems.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes	it	might	not	have	been	this	committee	calling	on	us	but	the	
personnel	of	our	own	school	system	and	a	desire	on	our	part	to	keep	everything	
operating	as	it	should.	



Caroline	Yellin‐	Did	the	children	seem	badly	disrupted	by	that	mini	riot?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	In	some	school	yes.	Not	in	all	130	schools.			

Caroline	Yellin‐	No	but	in	the	ghetto?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	In	that	area	yes	in	fact,	you	recall	that	Lee	school	is	right	in	the	center	
of	the	staging	area	so	they	had	difficulty	the	whole	time	all	these	daily	marches	were	
a	source	of	difficulty	for	the	faculty	at	Lee	school.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	get	reports	that	elementary	school	children	were	badly	upset	
by	something	like	the	mini	riot.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	No,	not,	what	happened	that	parents	would	be	upset	and	get	their	kids	
out	of	school	and	I	assume	that	this	was	a	snowball	effect	and	children	would	get	
scared	too.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	We	have	psychologically	scarred	children	as	a	result	of	the	young…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	don’t	know.	No	one	knows	and	most	every	child,	depends	on	the	
child	whether	they	get	scarred	of	not.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	would	ask	the	same	question	about	junior	high	school	students,	I	was	
asking	this	at	the	end	of	the	other	tape	because	it	seems	to	me	this	is	a	notably	
unstable	age	too,	and	whether	there	had	been	any	reports	after	the	assassination,	
reactions…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	You	see	this	would	be	difficult	to	sort	out	because	Hamilton	is	a	7‐12.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	That’s	true.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	And	Carver	is	7‐12.		So	when	you	begin	to	talk	about	junior	high	it	is	
involved	period.	I	think	when	you	raised	the	question	you	mentioned	Porter	
specifically,	well	it	happens	to	be	a	separate	unit.	But	Fairview	and	some	of	the	rest	
are	separate,	but	when	you	have	a	7‐12	I	can’t	separate	involvement.	They	were	in	
other	wards.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Then	if	we	can’t	be	exact	about	the	assassination	itself	were	you	here	
in	the	office	that	late	at	night	when	the	assassination	occurred?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	This	is	of	course	memory	re‐enforcement	and	I	of	course	speak	on	
this	to	teachers	and	to	PTA	people.		When	certain	events	happen	you	can	recall	quite	
vividly	what	happened	when	you	can’t	remember	where	you	were	January	13th	
1949.	I	left	the	office	and	I	don’t	know	what	it	was	I	was	picking	up	but	I	went	out	to	
Goldsmith’s	store.	Now		

Caroline	Yellin‐	Where	at	in	Oak	Court?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Mmm	Hmm.	Now	when	this	was	going	to	be	a	little	critical	so	I	won’t	
use	some	names	or	places	but	I	think	it	is	important	that	this	be	known.	As	John	



Freeman	and	I	on	the	day	of	the	mini	riot	and	I	don’t	know	if	mini	is	the	word	for	it,	
but…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	It	was	the	word	that	was	used	in	the	press…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes	right	and	we	are	picking	it	up	to	indicate	the	riot	on	March	28th.	
As	Freeman	and	I	drove	back	we	listened,	we	flipped	to	a	particular	station	here	in	
town	because	we	felt	that	it	would	give	us	a	different	picture	than	some	other	
stations.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	care	to	be	specific?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes	I	care,	I	would	rather	not	be	because	it	is	going	to	tie	where	I	was	
to	when	King	was	assassinated.		All	we,	now	remember	Mr.	Freeman	had	seen	the	
front	of	it,	we	didn’t	see	all	that	was	happening	in	Beale	St.	and	I	am	not	trying	to	say	
that	we	saw	a	lot.	There	were	many	instances	that	many	people	could	describe	
better	than	we	can	but	at	least	we	were	that	closer	to	it.	And	yet,	as	we	listened	to	
this	station,	listened	to	by,	well	this	narrows	it	down	to	two	of	course.	All	the	
announcer	was	giving	and	the	interviews	were	anti‐police	and	great	gobs	of	
sympathy	for	those	who	maybe	had	stolen	things	out	of	the	store	windows	and	that	
sort	of	thing.	Again,	here	is	a	mixture	of	the	innocent	and	the	guilty	but	here	is	a	
news	media	vehicle	for	information	which	really	by	its	news	reporting	was	adding,	I	
turned	to	Mr.	Freeman,	I	was	driving	and	I	said,	John	this	is	bad.		Because	it	is	just	
exciting	the	negros,	it	is	bound	too,	I	would	be	incited	by	it.		Well,	so	this	was	the	
station	reeling	it	out,	incident	after	incident	with	no	attempt	to	equalize	these	things	
or	to	observe,	make	observations	that	would	have	a	tendency	to	help	maybe	
stabilize	the	community	whatever	I	mean	at	this	point.		So	when	I	am	out	at	
Goldsmith’s	parking	lot	after	dark,	picking	up	this	item	whatever	it	is	and	I	hear	on	
the	radio,	somebody	in	this	dark	parking	lot	yells	over	to	me,	Stimbert	did	you	just	
hear	the	news?	And	this	individual	was	on	his	way	in	to	get	his	daughter,	he	said	you	
know	me,	and	he	gave	his	name,	and	he	has	something	to	do	with	this	station.	He	
was	highly	agitated	about	it	because	he	wanted	to	get	his	daughter	who	was	clerking	
in	the	store	home	before	the	whole	city	went	up	in	smoke.	And	I	had	to	say	to	
myself,	yes,	and	you	have	contributed.		By	the	stand	that	your	station	has	taken	by	
reporting	this	news	the	few	days	before.		See	that	was	the	28th	and	now	it	is	April	
4th.		I	think	there	is	an	obligation	here,	I	am	not	for	news	blackouts	but	I	think	news	
is	in	the	eyes	of	the	beholder	really	and	a	lot	of	people	can	observe	a	certain	event	
and	tell	it	in	certain	ways	and	I	don’t	want	it	to	be	white	news	or	black	news.		Just	as	
we	were	talking	about	history	just		a	little	while	ago	I	don’t	think	there	is	a	such	a	
thing.	It	is	people	history.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	actually	heard	on	your	car	radio?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	As	I	drove	out	yes.		As	I	drove	out	Poplar.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	If	your	reaction	to	the	march	break	was	this	was	it	what	was	your	
reaction	to…	



E.C.	Stimbert‐	This	was	just	doubly	it.	Because	I	think	things	like	Dallas	flashed	
through	your	minds.	How	does	a	city	ever	recover	from	something	like	this.	And	I	
think	we	are	finding	out	it	is	pretty	difficult	to	recover.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	was	going	to	be	my	last..	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Because	nationally	you	get,	this	was	the	place	where	it	happened	and	
for	various	reasons	the	Lorraine	Motel	becomes	a	shrine,	but	on	the	other	hand	
there	are	those	that	would	take	a	different	point	of	view	and	think	of	Memphis	in	
certain	ways	because	of	what	they	want	to	think	about	it.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	this	is	regardless	of	who	did	the	killing?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	that	is	not	even	taking	into	consideration	generally	speaking.	
Martin	Luther	King	was	shot	in	Memphis.	Not	by	and	I	don’t	dare	say	by	who	
because	I	am	not	sure	but	the	trial	has	not	been	held.		

Caroline	Yellin‐	And	the	trial	has	been	postponed	since	we	last	talked	to	you.	We	
were	expecting	that	perhaps	it	would	be	in	session	when	we	had	this	second	
interview.		

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Of	course	I	do	feel	that	maybe	some	of	this	extraordinary	display	of	
emotion	may	have	settled	us	all	down	in	this	community	but	as	I	said	earlier	I	see	
some	trends…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	I	was	going	to	ask	was,	I	think	you	just	answered	what	would	
have	been	pretty	much	my	final	question	which	would	have	been	how	do	you	feel	
about	the	future	and	I	think	you….that	may	be	a	hopeful	point	on	which	to	end…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Well	it	won’t	be	too	hopeful	because	at	this	one	seminar	that	I	
referred	to	before	where	I	was	making	some	comments	and	leading	a	discussion	on	
the	events	before	and	after	and	one	of	the	professors	in	the	group,	college	professor,	
I	think	I	told	you	the	structure	of	this	meeting.	It	was	one	college	professor	from	
each	of	the	major	universities	west	of	the	Mississippi	river	and	then	another	
meeting	in	Washington	for	those	east.	One	professor	asked	well	how	long,	I	thought	
it	was	going	to	take	for	some	of	these	things.	I	consider	this	hopeful,	maybe	you	
don’t	and	I	said	maybe	1,000	years.		And	I	am	serious	about	it,	I	think	a	lot	of	people	
are	really	going	to	have	to	really	work	and	work	and	work	at	it.	And	you	aren’t	going	
to	get	it	done	by	having	groups	of	whites	or	groups	of	negroes	constantly	
highlighting	and	emphasizing	the	racial	implications	of	any	situation.	We	have	some	
programs	on	the	air	now	and	they	are	doing	nothing	but	pushing	the	whites	further	
away	from	any	understanding	of	the	negro	problem	and	yet	it	is	dedicated	to	trying	
to	bring	the	two	together	and	yet	any	analysis	that	any	one	of	us	make	of	it,	it	is	
pushing	us	apart.		I	think	that,	and	I	don’t	want	to	comment	on	any	one	program	I	
am	just	saying,	that	the	activities	have	got	to	be	such.		There	has	got	to	be	some	give	
and	take	on	both	sides.		



Joan	Beifuss‐	Would	you	be	held	as	a	school	superintendant	for	instance	if	you	had	
using	reverend	Lawson	only	as	an	example	of	kind	of	not	really	militant	but	
certainly	more	militant	than	many	negros,	would	it	be	helpful	to	have	somebody	like	
that	on	the	school	board?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	No.		I	think	it	would	be	helpful	to	have	a	negro	on	the	school	board	but	
I	don’t	think	reverend	Lawson	should	be	the	one.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Not	necessarily	reverend	Lawson	but	someone…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Because	again	there	are	many	negros	who	are	probably	rendering	a	
service	for	their	race	but	they	are	keeping	race	hung	so	high	as	the	objective	for	
recognition	for	prestige,	not	only	personal,	I	mean	the	race.	I	mean	the	very	fact	that	
the	push	is	there,	it	is	not	a	normal	nudge,	it	is	a	big	shove	and	people	don’t	like	to	
be	shoved	around.	So	I	think	from	the	political	results,	and	analysis	that	we	are	
reading	from	certain	modern	day	philosophers	like	Eric	Hoffer	and	others.		We	are	
beginning	to	se	that	this	isn’t	appreciated	and	I	am	afraid	that	negro	leadership	
either	is	going	to	have	to	change	its	tactics	or	new	leadership	will	have	to	develop.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Is	there	a	likelihood	that	the	new	leadership	might	be	more	militant	
even.		

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	definitely,	I	believe	I	said	1,000	years.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	that	the	quotation	of	Gandhi,	There	go	my	people	I	
must	hurry	and	catch	up	with	them	for	I	am	their	leader.			

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	And	do	you	feel	that	the	kind	of	leader,	this	to	me	is	something	that	
would	be…	

Caroline	Yellin‐	That	is	why	I	was	saying	it	would	be	someone	like	Lawson	because	
(muffled)	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Could	you	deal	effectively	with	someone	that	would	not	push	the	white	
people	too	hard	but	then	could	he	speak	for	his	people.		

E.C.	Stimbert‐	That	would	depend…I	don’t	think	we	have	hit	rock	bottom	with	this	I	
think	we	could	still	go	down	and	plumb	the	depths	of	racial	issues.	I	hope	you	know	
what	I	am	saying	when	I	said	that.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	didn’t	follow	you.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	I	think	it	can	get	worse	and	worse	and	worse.		The	assassination	of	
King	could	be	a	very	minor	incident	and	it	is	up	to	a	lot	of	us	to	see	that	doesn’t	
happen	and	we	begin	to	come	back	up.	I	long	for	some	of	the	negro	leadership	and	
the	white	leadership	to	do	that,	I	am	not	the	person	to	do	it.	I	might	add	a	little	bit,	
but	the	fact	that	we	can	move	the	teachers	around	400	of	them	and	get	acceptance	



and	then	it	ought	to	be	400	more.	But	you	see	when	you	say	that	to	the	negro	
leadership	presently	you	know	what	you	get	out	of	them?		Move	those	400	more	in	
the	next	24	hours.	Alight	to	do	that	you	simply	create	chaos	again	and	down	the	
road	you	are	going	because	you	are	making	race	more	important	than	the	
acceptance	of	people.	Now	at	this	point	I	am	an	extremely	controversial	figure,	I	
don’t	know	whether	you	realize	it	or	not	but	this	point	of	view	is	unacceptable	to	
much	of	the	negro	leadership	of	today.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Of	the	present	negro…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Right	which	makes	it	very	difficult.	It	is	move	and	move	fast	we	don’t	
care	what	the	whites	think	about	this.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	the	argument	I	just	posed	to	you	is	that	used	by	
negros	in	talking	to	you,	do	they	themselves	say	they	have	to	be	militant	in	order	to	
keep	our…this	is	there	standard	argument?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Oh	yes,	oh	yes.	Even	some	of	those	that	are	not	so	militant.	Mr.	
Stimbert		we	have	waited	125	years	for	this.	And	then	I	heard	he	illustrations	given	
by	some	of	our	leaders	where,	look	we	have	been	in	prison,	we	have	been	in	a	cave	
for	125	years,	now	all	of	a	sudden	you	bring	us	out	and	you	want	us	to	run	around	
the	race	track.	But	I	don’t	say	that,	I	said	you	ought	to	feed	the	person.	You	ought	to	
get	them	in	physical	condition	before	you	expect	them	to	compete.		I	think	it	is	
grossly	unfair	what	we	are	doing	to	negro	children	and	to	almost	immediately	say	
look	you	are	competitive.	It	just	isn’t	going	to	happen	that	way	you	can’t	overcome	
this	kind	of	social	background	and	a	cultural	background	and	an	employment	
background,	a	the	snap	of	Lawson’s	finger	or	Jesse	Turner’s	finger,	or	Downing	
Prior,	or	Stimbert	or	anyone	else.	It	just	doesn’t	happen	that	fast	it	is	going	to	take	a	
long	time,	unless	we	get	committed.	Now	don’t,	I	am	not	suggesting	that	time	be	
used	as	an	alibi,	there	is	the	danger.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	Do	you	think	time	be	used	to	make	these	changes	rather	than	
prevent…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	think	the	leadership	of	the	city	is	committed?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Only	part	of	it.	I	think	we	are	better	off	than	some	others.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	feel	it	is	more	committed	than	it	was	before	the	assassination?	
Do	you	feel	it	has	done	something	to	change	the	commitment	one	way	or	another?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes,	at	this	moment	I	feel	that	way,	if	some	thing	doesn’t	happen	to	get	
us	off	the	track	again.	If	we	will	listen	to	and	by,	if	we	will	just	listen,	I	mean	all	of	us	
not	talking	about	whites	or	negros	now,	if	we	will	listen	to	the	right	people	at	the	
right	time…	

Caroline	Yellin‐	A	period	of	calm.	



E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes,	but	that	period	of	calm	ought	to	be	a	period	of	intense	activity	but	
not	activity	that	makes	me	irritate	you.	I	can’t	win	you	over	by	irritating	you	and	yet	
we	have	irritations	all	over	the	place.	Again	if	I	can	speak	as	a	superintendent,	we	
have	not	had	resolutions	by	anybodies,	church	or	civil	rights	groups	that	have	
supported	some	of	the	things	we	are	doing.	Here	is	a	emphasis,	advanced	placement	
all	kinds	of	things	to	make	negro	youth	eventually	be	somebody	because	we	are	
making	white	youth	be	somebody.		It	is	for	all	children,	yet	you	don’t	get	very	much	
support.	Well	why	haven’t	you	got,	you	only	got	two	negros	in	that	program.	Why	
don’t	you	have	three.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Have	you	had	expressions	of	support	from	any	white	churches?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	No.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	feel	this	would	help?	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yes.	I	think,	oh	well	I	think	it	is	one	of	the	tragedies	of	the	20th	
century.	That	if	we	have	a	huge	social	movement	the	churches	are	so	far	removed	
from	it	they	don’t	even	know	it	exists.		I	am	rather	active	in	my	own	church	so.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	gathered	Mr.	Stimbert	that	if	I	can	do	my	own	summation,	you	
sometimes	fell	that	you	are	a	man	in	the	middle	in	this	whole	situation…	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	There	is	no	question	about	that.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	you	have	a	view,	and	over	all	view	that	allows	you,	not	to	share	
the	opinions	of	all	but	certainly	to	understand	and	yet	you	have	your	very	strong	
feelings	as	you	have	just	heard.		

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Yeah	but	I	really	think	I	am	not	utilizing	it	to	the	fullest,	I	think	it	
(muffled)	You	just	don’t	know	well	OI	guess	again	time	is	a	factor,	it	seems	as	though	
we	have	done	a	lot	in	the	time	we	had	but	if	you	look	at	it	from	another	angle	you	
haven’t.			

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	we	thank	you	so	much.	Do	you	have	any	other	questions.	

Caroline	Yellin‐	No.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	It	seems	to	me	you	have	covered	everything	beautifully.	

E.C.	Stimbert‐	Ok	well	if	you	happen	to	think	of	some	thing	else	we	will	have	another	
session.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Thanks	so	much.	(Tape	Ends)	


