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That Makes Sense 
To The Commercial Appeal: 

What a surprise to see D' Army Bai­
ley's article regarding the Overton Park 
expressway debate. It is the first careful­
ly thought-out commentary surrounding 
this debate. Let's not concern ourselves 
with momentaty gratifications, but give 
careful thought to our inheritors and their 
future in Memphis. Let's complete the 
northern leg of the expressway. 
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MistakesW e Have Built 
To The Commercial Appeal: 

Memphis, the city of "good abode" where the gov­
erning bodies could not agree that a drouth was broken, 
in the middle of a downpour. 

Memphis, the city that still exists under the ghost of 
"Boss Ed Crump" and his philosophy of a bygone era. 

Shining examples of the lack of foresight are the 
Liberty Bowl, the Coliseum, and Libertyland, along with 
the Mid-South Fairground all piled indiscriminately to­
gether as if thrown from his knapsack by an irate Antae­
us, ·and in the second most traffic congested spot in the 
city, yielding only to the downtown medical center. 

Did not the city own "Vance Woods" where South­
gate Shopping Center now stands? A stadium built . there 
would be surrounded by super highways leading out of 
the city toward both Mississippi and Arkansas as well as 
toward the more populous towns in West Tennessee. · 

Then too, back in the very early '40s the city was 
offered the land bounded by Park, Pendleton, Haynes and . 
Barron, for one half of its assessed value provided a 
stadium was built there for both baseball and football. 

The late Rick Mays tried in vain to get Mr. Crump to 
place his blessing on such a venture, telling him that in a 
few years Memphis would need a stadium that would 
seat fifty to sixty thousand people, citing the inadequacy 
of both Russwood Park, and Crump Stadium, even then. 

Now comes the controversial expressway through 
Overton Park, where it will gut the city, all due to the .. 
lack of planning. I could care less where this expressway 
is built but merely cite this to prove that no viable plans 
for the betterment . of l'demphians has been done for well 
'nigh a half century. · 

The Chickasaws and Choctaws could have done bet-
•t.ter a century ago. si\M HOUSE 
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