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Neighborhood Histories: Interview with Greg Ross

Cedric Kimble: Good afternoon my name is Cedric Kimble
Blair Smith: And I’'m Blair Smith

Cedric Kimble: And today is June 30 and we would like to thank you for coming out to be interview
today, um, we are a part of the focus group for the team of success. And today we are just basically
talking to you about the tales of two cities, basically why is Tiptonville and Ridgley were all together as
Lake County

Cedric Kimble: So first we are going to start off with some basic questions. So you don’t mind if you tell
us your name

Greg Ross: My name is Greg Ross

Cedric Kimble: Alright Mr. Greg Ross if you don’t mind will you tell us where were you born and raised
Greg Ross: | was born in Dyersburg, Tennessee but | was raised in Ridgley Tennessee

Cedric Kimble: Alright and how was life like for you growing up in Ridgley Tennessee

Greg Ross: Life in Ridgley growing up was pretty good | enjoy it

Blair Smith: Can you expand how was your schooling in Ridgley and things like that

Greg Ross: | was coming up in Ridgley schooling

[0:01:00]

was tough then what it is now cause we had old school teachers, um, the system was was tougher. |
think kids pay more attention because at that time teachers didn’t take a lot of stuff that teachers had
to put up with now. The different laws and rules in the school system now is little more lax when we
were growing up and, um, Lake County at that time

Blair Smith: And you went to high school in Lake County correct
Greg Ross: | did attend Lake County high school for four years
Blair Smith: Ok and how was the commute from Ridgley to Lake County

Greg Ross: The time we had the bus system so it wasn’t that bad and you had a few young people that
had cars at that time so if you had a close friend or a good friend that had, um, that had their own
personal vehicle. You can ride the vehicle with them, but the bus system is all always been in

Blair Smith: Is that bus system still running today or is it dissolve have it dissolve

Greg Ross: If the bus system is still



[0:02:00]

here today the same bus system we had when | was coming through Lake County schools system we still
use the same bus system

Blair Smith: Talking about your childhood growing up in Ridgley did you found difficult to make friends in
Tiptonville since you were staying in Ridgley or did the high school bait got better for you

Greg Ross: At the time it was tough making friends in Tiptonville because we didn’t mix as much either
than going to school we never seen each other because at that time Ridgley and Tiptonville was very
separated. It seem ??? Is only eight miles but it seem like it turn to us because we didn’t have all
personal vehicle at the time come back in forward until we meet in the seventh grade and even that
time the people from Tiptonville was like form people to us pretty sure it is the same way from the
people from Tiptonville.

[0:03:00]

We didn’t meet each other once again until we got on the seventh grade
Cedric Kimble: Why do you feel the people from Tiptonville were

Greg Ross: Excuse me can you repeat that

Blair Smith: Say that again

Cedric Kimble: Why do you feel like the people in Tiptonville were foreign

Greg Ross: Simple because we never saw each other it was just like me going to Memphis meeting
someone from the first time | know Memphis is two hours away Tiptonville is two hours away to us
because we couldn’t get here although at the time now | found that time is not that far from walking
and two hours back then we didn’t think about trying to walk to Tiptonville cause it seem far off

Blair Smith: We are going to fast forward to your life now living where were you currently resigned
Tiptonville or Ridgley

Greg Ross: | currently resign in Tiptonville
[0:04:00]

Blair Smith: What made you decide to move to Tiptonville instead of moving back to Ridgley where were
you regionally was from

Greg Ross: Be honest with you my decision to move to Tiptonville mainly came about my marriage |
went off to college, um, | played of some professional football | come back home my wife and | get
married in 1990 when we moved back when my football career was over we moved back decided to
move to Tiptonville it was more convenient to me at that time because | taken a job at the prison and it
was more convenient from me to live in Tiptonville supposedly live in Ridgley



Blair Smith: Would you say that Tiptonville has or currently has more of the resources then Ridgley does

Greg Ross: Most definitely Tiptonville has all the resources you look at Lake County Tiptonville it’s a
county sea that’s when of the courthouses is, that’s where the sheriff department is, your major grocery
store

[0:05:00]

is, um, more convenient stores Tiptonville thrives a lot more than Ridgley. It's sad to me because
Ridgley my hometown and I dislike the fact is that Ridgley has dissolve as much as it has but it has it is
what it is and at least something changes it would probably go down any further

Cedric Kimble: Was there ever a different
Greg Ross: Excuse me
Blair Smith: Was their ever a time that Ridgley was more thriving than Tiptonville

Greg Ross: To me it was when | was growing up Ridgley really thrive more people. | explain it like this
here | was in Ridgley on the past week and the young man from Tiptonville older man from Tiptonville
past me and said this is great to you isn’t and | said excuse me this is my hometown and he said seeing
that it is not as many people

[0:06:00]

it was when growing up. When | was growing up Ridgley people from Tiptonville was trying to get the
Ridgley as much as we trying to get to Tiptonville

Cedric Kimble: What did you think change that like why what do you think happen in the order to
Tiptonville became like the spot kind of when back then it was Ridgley

Greg Ross: Well I’'m not saying that Ridgley was the spot I’'m saying that Ridgley was thriving on a lot
more than it was now Tiptonville was also thriving at that time because like | said the people in both
towns try to get in each spot because the people in Tiptonville didn’t come to Ridgley as much we didn’t
get in Tiptonville as much so in our own ways both cities was thriving Tiptonville still thriving because
you know you have the tourist attraction, the real foot lake, you have job

[0:07:00]

opportunities in Tiptonville where you don’t have any job opportunities in Ridgley and when you visited
one of the two places you make a decision your choice is do | live in Ridgley where they have part if a
grocery store and maybe a one convened store or do | moved to Tiptonville where they have job
opportunities they have convenient stores and also have fasted foods and also a restaurant several
restaurants and a main grocery store

Cedric Kimble: Why do you think these cities are not as thriving as they used to be



Greg Ross: You know that is a good question but it goes back to the minds of the people unless the
people that is in charged your county , the local officials get together and realized that it’s just not about
me parse about the county

[0:08:00]

it won’t ever change it will continue to go further down Ridgley to me is they way out unless some
changes are made Tiptonville doesn’t thrive as much as it did but believe me as long as they have real
foot lake and as long as they have the prison and the high school here it will thrive soon

Blair Smith: So with all of this being in like, um, we are going to move on to a new topic, um, what is
your current occupation

Greg Ross: My current occupation is | work here at the school, | coach football and basketball at the high
school, I'm the head middle school boys basketball coach, also own my own business Greg Janitorial
Services, and | worked for the new foundation here the team for success

Blair Smith: You mention that you work here at the high school and Tiptonville and also at the middle
school in Ridgley

[0:09:00]
as the head middle school basketball coach there
Greg Ross: Yes

Blair Smith: Do you found, um, it hard making that commute back and forth from Ridgley to Tiptonville
as your job, um, makes you

Greg Ross: The commute to me is fine one thing about it I'm green and gold. The eight miles is like a mile
to me like | said before in my interview before | can walk that so it’s pretty easy

Blair Smith: Do you think that people in Tiptonville and Ridgley have the same mindset that you do as far
as the eight mile gap between the two cities

Greg Ross: | don’t because if so | don’t think the problems that we have we will have before one thing |
want to tell you when | was growing up the people in Tiptonville consider Lake County being Tiptonville
and Ridgley is being Ridgley it wasn’t until | was told

[0:10:00]

or inform or educated on the fact that Lake County is made up of three cities Ridgley, Wynnburg, and
Tiptonville so the mindset does need to change | think it has changes some because people are realizing
that it take all three cities to make up this county and if we are going thrive again we are all going to
work together



Blair Smith: Going back to you coaching the high school and for the middle school, um, have any of your
players had to commute from Tiptonville to go to Ridgley for middle school or Ridgley go to Tiptonville
for high school

Greg Ross: Yes they all have to commute from one time to another and that’s a good thing about being
from Lake County we work together as they and being a coach here you have to be willing on practices
or games or what you got to do you have to be willing

[0:11:00]

to take the ones that’s need to go back to Ridgley and if I’'m from Ridgley | have to be willing to be bring
the ones from Ridgley back to Tiptonville once again its simple its nothing

Blair Smith: So that’s nothing created a problem within your players

Greg Ross: No its never a problem never been a problem believe me in all situations people try make
problems but the commute is never been a problem | don’t think it ever will be eight miles is eight miles

Blair Smith: If you had to say is the biggest issue with the space between Ridgley and Tiptonville what
would you what is a solution

Greg Ross: | think my solution will be for everyone to come together one a cord and everybody to realize
that it is not by themselves it is about these whole community no one person is greater or larger than
the next we all have

[0:12:00]

to work together and realized that we are from same dirt that’s the dirt of Lake County and Lake County
is made up once again of three towns Ridgley, Wynnburg, and Tiptonville

Blair Smith: We don’t have any more questions for you but is there anything you want to add on the
tales of two cities

Greg Ross: The tale of two cities | just want to add that Lake County is more than people has more or
needs more people to get ready credit it for is just to a lot of times people look at the negatives and
instead of looking at the positive if you look around it’s a lot of positives in Lake County and my 48 years
of living | found out that its more positives than negatives personal. But you had to have an open mind
and I’'m opening and praying that someday people that making the decision realized that

[0:13:00]
if we just come together we can make Lake County an even greater place to live

Blair Smith: Thank you so much for your time we appreciate you taking your time out of your busy day
and coming in to interview with us, um, we hope you have a great rest of your day

Greg Ross: Thank you | enjoy doing it






