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[-40 Tunnel
Will Receive
Push Today

By WILLIAM BENNETT

From The Commercial Appeal
Nashville Bureau

' NASHVILLE — State Transportation
Department officials are expected today
to unveil a plan for completing Interstate
40 in Memphis, routing the artery through
Overton Park in a partially depressed
design.

Asked Wednesday if the proposal would
embody any significant departure from
earlier recommendations for such a de-
sign, Transportation Commissioner Eddie
Shaw said, “No.”

The commissioner said a news confer-
ence to discuss the plan is set for 1:30 this
afternoon at City Hall in Memphis. -

Though Shaw was reluctant to discuss
details of the plan before its presentation
at the meeting with newsmen today, he
said the estimated cost of construction,
utilizing the once-rejected partiaily de-
pressed design, is about $30 million.

That compares, he said, with possibly
$180 million if a cut-and-cover tunnel
method were to be chosen.

The commissioner, asked if he thinks
U.S. Transportation Secretary William
Coleman Jr. will be any more receptive to
a pamally depressed arrangement than he
has been in the past, sald “We just hope
so ”

Shaw is expected to announce the date
of a public hearing on the proposal while
in Memphis.

There was some speculation here that
the plan or some modification of it might
call for total depression of the express-
way in portions of the park.

And the depressed route is expected to
be combined with a series of cross-struc-
tures for pedestrian and vehicle traffic as
well as for a sort of “plaza” effect atop
the route.

But even if extreme efforts are made to

" beautify the suggested route, environmen-
talists are expected to launch a fresh at-
tack which could result in renewed and
prolonged litigation.

In- early 1973 then-Transportation
Secretary John A. Volpe rejected a par-
tially depressed route through the park.

In one of his last acts before leaving
office, Volpe said the partially depressed
- plan would not be consistent with environ-

mental laws and would invite still further

delays.
~ Shaw would not be specific about the
timetable for presenting the plan formally
to federal officials for consideration, say-
ing the proposal will be delivered “real
soon.”

In April, 1975, Coleman recommended a
cut-and-cover tunnel to take the express-
way beneath the park and complete the
3.7-mile gap that is one of the few sec-
tions that prevents 40 from being com-
plete virtually coast to coast.

However, subsequent studies showed
that a slurry wall cut-and-cover tunnel
technique through the park would cost
$119 million. Shaw said he felt the figure
would be closer to $180 million and that
the state simply could not afford to pay
the required 10 per cent of such a total.

After a New York engineering firm
completed a study late last year of a
double-deck tunnel design for the park,
Gov. Ray Blanton all but reJected the no-
tion out of hand.



