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Letters from
The Field

We were wandering through some
of the mustier stacks of the library
in search of information on radiator
pest control. We began a search for
references to the dim times when
the radiators themselves were in-
stalled. While engaged in this en-
deavor, we stumbled upon a mas-
sive leather-bound volume en-
scrolled with ivy leaf clusters.

When we opened the tome, a hush
fell over the library, stretching
even to the corners of the reference
room. The lights grew dim and we
were cast back to the formless
chaos that was the world without
Southwestern, From this experience
and the subsequent translation of
the writings inscribed on the book’s
parchment pages, we have become
privy to mystic knowledge of many
strange facets of Southwestern life.

Our most immediate concern,
however, was the eradication of the
little buggers inhabiting the steam
pipes. In a chapter entitled, ‘“The
Habitat and Pestiferous Behavior of
Bangus Horribilus”’ we discovered
the methods whereby radiator trolls
may be subdued. Not only were
there means of placating them by
the daily sacrifice of the radiator
hobbit, but actual methods for evic-
tion of the horrible beasties.

This rite involves an indeserib-
able ritual dance about, within,
and on top of the maintenance
building. The ritual must be presid-
ed over by the president of the col-
lege in full ceremonial regalia. The
cure is perhaps as debiliating as
the disease, for the tome states
that the dance must be performed
every fortnight in order to prevent
their cacohonic return.

We anticipate the further epistles
to reveal the contents of The Book.
So far these chapter headings have
been translated: ‘“Space-Time
Anomalies in Washing Apparati,”
“Practical Relativity: Parking at
Southwestern,’”” and ‘“Modern Exor-
cism: The Mystery of Elevator
Possession.” Until then . . .

Sincerely, (Really)
Liz McCraven
David Craig
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New Profs
For IS Dept.

The International Studies De-
partment is but one of several se-
lecting applicants to fill teaching
positions under its jurisdiction.
In the last month, nearly 25 pro-

spective professors have visited .

the campus in hopes of filling nine
different openings at Southwest-
ern. The last of three such candi-
dates for the I.S. department ar-
rived this week.

As Dr. Grant Hammond, chair-
man of the department, pointed
out, most students are unaware
of the intensity involved in this
selection process.

After placing ads in several pub-
lications, the I.S. Department re-
ceived around 50 applications for
its position. These files were re-
viewed and assessed on the basis
of the quality of candidates’ refer-
ence letters, quality of education
programs and graduate school at-
tended, dimensions of experience,
and other areas of specialization.
Previous teaching experience was
a requirement for the position.

The number of applicants to be
considered was narrowed to 25 and,
after another review, reduced to
12. These files were read by mem-
bers of a search committee which
consists of Dr. Hammond, Deans
Duff and Llewellyn, and Professors
Iskander and Patterson.

Of five  final candidates, three
were invited to visit Southwestern:
Dr. Carol Runty (Ph.D., University
of Nebraska), Mr. Mark Cichock
(Ph.D., University of South Caro-
lina), and Mr. Bruce Stanley, who
will receive his Ph.D. this year
from the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

Each candidate spent at least
two days on campus meeting with
members of the search committee,
attending classes, and making pre-
sentations to students. Each met in
a private session with 1.S. students
and spent time touring both the
campus ‘and the city. And before
the prospective professors even ar-
rived, they were sent information
about Southwestern, the I.S. de-
partment, and Mempbhis.

“We hope that in the two days
each candidate spent here, they

Alcohol Awareness Week

Last Thursday, 2 February, two
current Southwestern students
spoke about their experiences with
alcohol as part of Alcohol Aware-
ness Week. In front of a group of 17
people, one student talked about a
personal alcohol problem, while the
second shared her past as a child
of alcoholic parents.

The first speaker explained that
her drinking habit had begun at age
16. It continued on to college, where
soon her grades began to drop and
her only concern became drinking.
Although she had financial and emo-
tional problems, she failed to real-
ize that the source was alcohol. Fi-
nally, seeking help, she enrolled
and remained in a treatment pro-
gram for one year. As a result, she
“hasn’t touched a drop” in three
years.

During her alcohol abuse, she
noticed that few people would be-
lieve that she had a problem. In
fact, she was encouraged by peers
to drink in order to ‘fit into the
party-scene.”” Consequently, col-
lege elevated her drinking level and
black-outs became more common.

gained fairly good insight about
the college, the faculty, the com-
munity, and most importantly, the
students and their expectations,”
Hammond noted. Similarly, we
tried to expose them to a wide ar-
ray of pecple so that we would have
a number of different reactions and
different points of view.”

The search committee has al-
ready begun collecting input and
comparative rankings on each can-
didate from I.S. students, faculty,
and staff. Main peints of considera-
tion are the applicant’s quality as
a teacher and colleague, potential
for publishing, and willingness .to
participate in such programs as
travel study courses and the model
U.N. The department expects.to
reach a decision and make an of-
fer within the next week, and to

- receive a reply by February 20.

As Dean Gerald Duff pointed out,
the intricacy of the process serves
a definite purpose. ‘“What we’re
trying to do is hire the best possible
faculty for Southwestern,” he com-
mented. ‘““That means we must go
about a very careful and thorough
process of assessment by members
of the department, students, and
administration in order to obtain
the best facuty we can.”

She explained that having black-
outs more than ‘‘once-in-a-while’’ is
a sign of a drinking problem.
Alcoholic parents were the topic
of the second speaker. This student
had a father who was a progressive
alcoholic, and she spoke about how
alcoholism can seriously affect the
close family as well as the alco-
holic. Her father’s habit developed
over 10 years of continually worse
drinking. Because of this he became
physically dependent on alcohol,
getting progressively more drunk
towards the end of the day. The stu-
dent’s mother became resentful and
started drinking also, leaving her
daughter with the responsibilities of
running the household. Her parent’s
friends had also changed radically
from ‘‘wholesome’’ people to real
‘“‘party”’ types. The daughter slip-
ped into rationalizations. She
blamed her mother for driving her
father to drink by yelling at him
about his drinking. She tried to
protect her father and denied that
he was sick. The family developed
what she called ‘‘para-alcoholic”

(Continued on Page 3)

The Cabinet Speaks

At this week’s SGA meeting, two
items of business were introduced
before the fireworks began. First
discussed was a call for SGA ap-
proval to endorse a petition to join
in a lobby begun by the SGA at
Vanderbilt. This lobby would be
represented at the State Legislature
when the bill calling for a raise in
the drinking age in Tennessee from
19 to 21 is presented for debate.
After a close vote, the endorsement
was passed.

The second order of business was
a call for an allocation of $500 for
the fledgling lacrosse team. After a
moment’s discussion, the item was
passed unanimously.

Then the main event was intro-
duced . . . the principal speaker
of the night was Pres. James
Daughdrill. With Daughdrill was
his entire cabinet: Deans Wottle,
Duff, Kepple, Scarborough, and
Lineback, and Assistant to the
President Templeton.

The first topic thrown into the
ring was the Board Retreat com-
ing up at the end of February. The
items to be discussed, according
to Daughdrill, fall under the topic
of Southwestern’s long-range goals,
and what direction Southwestern
is taking. Daughdrill stated that
we, as .part of the Southwestern
community, need to consider wheth-
er we want to be a national college
or a regional college, and to look
at the Southwestern that will be
25 years or so from now. In this,
the board would talk to a few mem-
bers of the faculty, students, trus-
tees, and alumni and discuss this
issue in more detail.

It was at this point that the floor
was opened for questions, and the
room came alive with students
ready to query the board, or more
specifically, to get input from
James Daughdrill. And input was
exactly what the students received.

Daughdrill first answered an in-
query as to what makes for a na-
tional college by giving two prom-
inent examples: academic quality
and national recognition. This was
followed immediately by another
query in which the fact that South-
western was not recognized for aca-
demic quality in the opinion of
some students was voiced.

To this, Daughdrill replied that
there are different measurements
of academic quality and ‘“We can-
not say that we are a quality insti-
tution if we do not know what

quality is.”” To back up this state-
ment, he gave a list' of guidelines
in which quality is evaluated. These
guidelines include:

1) Criteria determined after con-
sultation by everyone

2) Variety of criteria used

3) No claims of fine precision and
accuracy of quality

4) Information on top liberal col-
leges made available at little or no
expense. The only problem with
this information is that it is at least
one year old.

5) Each criterion tested on ac-
curacy and reliability.

After a short talk on the criteria
for quality evaluations, a question
was raised as to whether or not
the enrollment for Southwestern
would be raised to 1,200. Daughdrill
replied that ‘‘the present plan
should be looked at again. There is
a student shift from humanities to
social sciences. The plan should be
reconsidered.” :

Dean Wottle added at this point
that there has been an ‘10 to 15%
increase in the number of appli-
cations received, which would make
this year’s the largest number ever
received. In comparison with last
year, the number of applications re-
ceived rose from 1,118 to 1,150 al-
ready this year, and in comparison
of freshmen -classes, this year’s
freshmen numbered 267 — up from
242 last year. But the transfer stu-
dent numbers are in a decline.”

The topic then switched back to
national recognition and how to go
about achieving this recognition.
President Daughdrill stated that
‘‘achieving a national level is a
sizeable ‘undertaking. Personally, I
would prefer to stay where we are.
But there is, in every institution, a
drain toward mediocrity. In the
light of Diehl’s pursuit of excel-
lence, there should be hope that we
would strive to be the best we can
be by our own definition. This is a
long-range vision.”

Following a question concerning
Southwestern’s current rating as
compared to other colleges, Daugh-
drill responded by saying, ‘‘There
is danger in comparing us to every-
one else. We are a Liberal Arts I
college.”

Next, there was a short discus-
sion regarding the photography rep-
resenting Southwestern in all lit-
erature mailed to prospective stu-
dents. Dean Templeton said the

(Continued on Page 2)
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At Last

Well, let it never be said that the students of Southwestern do not
respond to cries of help. Several people have responded to my desperate
plea for help in last week’s editorial. I now have somebody else to help
with layout, at least one and maybe two more typists, and possibly one
more reporter. In addition several people have recently contributed pho-
tographs to the Sou’wester. The help is greatly appreciated and much
needed. The Sou’wester is a non-profit organization (it wasn’t meant to

be, but . . .

), and it therefore depends on people donating their time

and efforts to it. Perhaps all is not lost in Memphis.

By the way, don’t take this to mean that I don’t need you anymore,
We still need more reporters and we always need your input into the

paper.

FINALLY, a student has responded with an opinion on the college

he attends. I think David Dietrich has an interesting idea. Dilemma is
supposed to present ideas and investigate concepts that are germaine to
the students here and that affect their lives. What could possibly be
more appropriate and pertinant than a symposium on the dilemma
currently faced by Southwestern. The college is undergoing an identity
crisis.' It can’t decide just what it wants to be or achieve. The only
problem I see with the idea is that we may not be able to wait until
February, 1985, to decide where Southwestern is going and how fast
it is getting there, or not getting there.

We could invite people from other small colleces to see how they
are facing and responding to problems similar to our own. Most of the
nation’s small colleges are facing declining enrollments and questions
about how big is big enough. A ehance to compare notes with other
small colleges might be most enlightening. I can even suggest a good
first speaker to get, Trinity University President Robert Calgaard. Trin-
ity is in San Antonio, Texas, and is a small Presbyterian college that is

swimming in oil money.

President Calgaard and President Daughdrill

would have many notes to compare.

Anyway, David’s is just one idea and hopefully other people will
write in and share their brilliant thoughts and ideas.

One final announcement. Next week we will inaugurate the first ever
“Mystery of the Missing Lynx Contest.”” The first clues will appear
next issue, and the object is to find the prize envelope that will be hidden

around campus.

Only I, the editor, will know where the treasure is

hidden. But I shall never tell anybody where it is. I can never be
bribed. (Ha! Ha!) Seriously, in the next issue we’ll tell you what the
prizes are and all the other details. Be there, aloha,

(Continued from Page 1)
orimary concern of the literature is
to stress diversity.

Following that a query was raised
which sent the administrators into
a tailspin: This question was posed
in regard to the lack of women ad-
ministrators at Southwestern.

Dean Duff stated that ‘‘hiring
women is and always has been a
high priority, but the fact is that
there are fewer women than men
on faculty. There are 15% of wom-

en on faculty and no minorities.”

After a few varied questions, the
meeting was adjourned. SGA Pres-
ident, responding to the question
concerning improvement in stu-
dent / administration relations, re-

sponded by stating, ‘I hope so.”

Tonight’s meeting was quite enjoy-
able and informative for everyone
involved. SGA meets every Wednes-
day in Room 200 Clough, and the
entire student body is invited to at-
tend.

W. C. (Bill) BAKER
Class of '72

1688 Madison

General Manager

726-5004
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Strange Days Indeed

By Richard Barnes

Have you noticed that there are
a lot of truly peculiar things hap-
pening at Southwestern lately? I
sure have.

The other day, I was down in
the Trezevant dungeon (as opposed
to the Kennedy Dungeon, home of
the new Rainbow computers, which
will be discussed later) just try-
ing to do a little laundry, as I
thought the pile in ‘my closet was
starting to eat otherwise clean
clothes.

Well, there I was, transferring

-my clothes from the washer to the

dryer when the first strange thing
happened: there was an open dry-
er. My first mistake was not to
suspect something right then and
there, but I attributed the blessing
to good luck, clean living, and
flossing regularly.

Then came the second problem:
there was no handle on the lint
screen. No problem at all, I thought
to myself, it’ll just prolong the dry-
ing time, so I’ll put in two quar-
ters just to make sure.

An hour and forty minutes later,
I descended into the crawl space of
the above-mentioned dorm to re-
trieve my underwear. That’s when
I noticed Mr. Smell.

After burning my hands on the
clothes while taking them out of
the dryer, I began to suspect that
I may not have needed to spend
that extra quarter after all.

It wasn’t until I was back in
my room, however, when I was
neatly wadding up my clothes to
put them back in my drawers, that
I finally came across the source
of my mysterious' smell. On my
favorite rugby shirt, the buttons
seemed to look a little funny. They
looked squishy. They were squishy.
They bent when I touched them.
Yes, friends, I was the victim of

Box CE-—Full This

On Saturday night there’s no bunch
that’s more fun

Than Southwestern students
drinking their rum.

They crowd into frat houses, all
dressed to Kill,

Hoping their girlfriends will start
taking the pill.

The music is loud and the dancing
is fine

A madhouse of heroes powered by
wine.

out

By two, though, our heroes are
riding a comet,

And the bathrooms in Glassell all
smell like vomit.

The parties must end, then the
people must go,

There are only a few hours ’til
church starts, you know.

On Sunday you’ll find them there,
cleansing their souls

By dropping a dime or two into
the bowls;

And those who dont make it are
chastised at lunch

For over-indulging in P.G.A. punch.

But everyone knows that their
scolding’s in fun,

And next week they’ll make it,
and no damage done.

And so ends my saga of fun and
good cheer,

Which seems to recur every week
of the year.

I hate to conclude without rhythm
or rhyme

But what in the hell rhymes with
“hypocrites?”’

Dear Southwestern Student,

Once again the annual Sympo-
sium for prospective students was
a huge success. Thanks to the ef-
forts of the wh ole Southwestern
community, we were able to pro-
vide an in-depth look at the college
for over 200 visitors. These students
demonstrated a diversity in in-
terests, both academic and extra-

everyman’s nightmare — dryer
meltdown,

This led me to reflect (somewhat
like a mirror) that the chemistry
building is a peculiar place, since
it contains a basement like Treze-
vant. I think that’s why chemistry
people are generally peculiar them-
selves. No building on campus
smells quite like Kennedy. Not al-
together unpleasant, perhaps, but
not.the kind of smell you want your
girlfriend to have.

I try to avoid the chemistry build-
ing as much as possible, even
though it is the new home of Sue
Legge, but recently me and the
other lab assistant goobs got trans-
ferred to The Basement of. Ken-
nedy.

Dr. Kirby called me into his of-
fice: “Richard, you’re being re-
assigned. Next week you start
working in the Rainbow Room.”

“In Kennedy?” 1 asked, hoping
that they had moved it in the past
few days.

‘lYes.,Y

“Gulp,” I said, having visions
of David Neithamer chasing me
with a beaker.

Despite its innocuous (love that
word) name, the rainbow room is
not your average twilight lounge.
It lies deep in the bowels of the
chemistry building. There are only
half windows in the rainbow room.
The giant radiator hangs from the
ceiling like a coiled snake, waiting
to eat you after everyone else has
gone home. It’s an altogether scary
place.

This article is being produced on
one of the home computers in the
Rainbow Room. There is no one
else in the building now, and if I
gou scarea enougu, and 1 hear that
noise again, there may be no con-
clusion to this article. If ever I
end in mid-sentence, you’ll know

curricular, and in background, rep-
resenting 13 states.

The most important aspect of .

their visit was the opportunity to
interact with current students and
faculty. The friendships and con-
tacts made with you and with other
prospective students are important
ones for historically over half of the
Symposium participants each year
will enroll at Southwestern the next
fall.

We extend a special thank you to
everyone who hosted, toured, or
transported a visitor during Sym-
posium, Your participation enabled
the program to run smoothly —
we appreciate your support.

The Admissions Staff,
David J. Wottle
Leornard Satterwhite
Julie Mayberry
Andrew Fletcher
Susan Taylor

To the Editor and the
Southwestern community

Thanks to all of you who support-
ed DILEMMA ’84, this year‘s sym-
posium was a success. For all of you
who missed ‘“American Capitalism:
A Time for New Ideas,” I can only
say it was a once in a lifetime
chance, Never again will you be
able to hear the wisdom of Michael

Novak set to the Pretenders”’

“Chain Gang.”” During these meet-
ings of great minds, we witnessed
the bantering of ideals met with
rage, agreement, and shouts of dis-
crimination from the audience.
The concept of DILEMMA, as
well described in Richard Barnes’
column last week, was brought to
life again this year. The success
was not necessarily measured in
the numbers of those attending, but
in their responses. The students
who continued the ideological de-
bate amongst themselves, and the
professors who stayed up hours into
the morning discussing the issues
with their families — these are the
people who brought DILEMM=a to

where to find me. If you want to
look.

Speaking of disappearing, I have
just one question about the Show-
boats: Where is Pepper Rodgers?
You hear the Pep Line on the
radio: “If there is going to be one
thing I tell my players, it is that
they have to play with enthusiasm.”
I haven’t noticed him being too en-
thusiastic about eating in the re-
fectory.

I asked a ’Boat if he had seen
Pepper. No, he replied, and he
launched into a theological discus-
sion pointing out that one did not
exactly see the high coach, one
merely heard him from time to
time when he spoke through the
Commercial Appeal. Some prophet-
ic instrument there, I can assure
you.

Other strangeness, which is not
really new, but always struck me
as kind of peculiar: Why is there
a doormat outside the President’s
office? Now, I don’t go into the
President’s office very often, so I
can’t attest that there is a prized
oriental rug, dating back to the
Diehl era, on the floor, but if I were
to go into the President’s office, 1
think I would have sense enough to
leave my mud three floors below
when I entered the building.

About the only reasonable expla-
nation that I can come up with is
that it is designed to be the last de-
terrent to a muddied-boot suicidal
fanatic who, having somehow flown
up three flights of stairs (or car-
ried his boots in his hands until he
could make a mad dash for it),
upon seeing the doormat, is so
frustrated that he runs away and
goes after the faculty, or jumps out
a window in mere anguish, much
as the 'Sphinx did when Oedipus
solved his riddle.

Strange days indeed!

Week

life out of the diligence and effort
of the Steering Committee.

DILEMMA is certainly a South-
western tradition worth continu-
ing. Keep DILEMMA ’84 alive for
years to come in your mind, and
help create future DILEMMAs by
your continued support.

Thank you,
Beth Baxter

To The Sou’wester:

I want to thank those who gave
time, energy, and money toward
the Dilemma program. Southwest-
ern has never lacked talented and
intelligent student organizers. For
many of them, working on a com-
munal project is its own reward,
like singing in a chorus or taking a
subordinate role in a play (I al-
ways try to recall such participa-
tions when writing letters or rec-
ommendation for students).

I am grateful for the printed
hand-out with the outlines of previ-
ous Dilemma programs. I could
reminisce about each of them. I
remembered that some featured
speakers were duds with canned
speeches and that the less cele-
brated guests were often inspiring.
The general mix took effect on
glacial spirits, Memphis seemed
momentarily a livelier place
through our secular version of the
old Religious Emphasis Week.

Alas, though the times .were as
terribly troubled as some of the
worst in American history, people
had more money to spend. Ameri-
cany are generous and eager for in-
tellectual stimulation when they
have a little surplus. These are
pure-conscious times. But students,
be not discouraged by the worried
cheapness of old geezers like me
(I did at least buy my tickets this
year).

Worried about time, I did not at-
tend the seminars, and often those
are better than the gymnasium ad-
dresses. At lectures one may near-

(Continued on Page 3)















