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Religious Studies 300 
Seminar in Asian Philosophy 

 
 
Spring 1999 
TTh, 1:00-2:30 PM (O Hour)      Mark W. Muesse, Professor 
 
Prospectus 
 
 This is an advanced seminar in the philosophical foundations of Asian thought and 
practice.  While it is impossible to separate religion and philosophy in the eastern traditions as is 
often done in the west, we will focus our attention on the intellectual dimensions of Asian 
religious life.  We begin with Hinduism and its grounding in the Vedas and the Upanishads and 
then turn to explore the six orthodox schools of Hindu philosophy, Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya, 
Vaisheshika, Mimamsa, and Vedanta.  We will also examine the two heterodox schools of Hindu 
philosophy, Jainism and Buddhism.  This last perspective has gained such prominence 
throughout Asia that we will devote a third of the course to its various philosophical 
manifestations.  The final third of the course will focus on the indigenous philosophies of China, 
namely, Confucianism, Neo-Confucianism, Mohism, and Daoism.  
 
Texts 
 
John M. Koller and Patricia Joyce Koller, Asian Philosophies, 3rd ed., (Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
 Prentice-Hall, 1998). 
 
John M. Koller and Patricia Joyce Koller, A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy, 3rd ed., (Upper  Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice
 
Course Requirements 
 
The final grade for this course will be comprised of these elements: 
  
 1.  Attendance, preparation, and participation, 20%.  Students are expected to read the 
day's assignment before class and to participate actively in class discussion.  Assessment of this 
grade will be based on:  (a) preparation for class, (b) the relevancy, insightfulness, and frequency 
of your comments in discussion, (c) your ability to listen thoughtfully and respectfully to the 
comments of others.  Students will be permitted two absences during the semester.  Absences 
beyond that, for whatever reason, will result in a reduction in the final grade. 
 
 2.  Seminar discussion paper.  Each student will be responsible for writing a paper 
(approximately 5-6 pages in length, typed double-spaced) that summarizes the day’s reading 
material, specifies particular issues for discussion, and develops a critical perspective on the 
theory in question.  This paper must be made available to all members of the seminar prior to 
class meeting.  For Tuesday’s discussion, the paper must be available by noon Monday; for 
Thursday’s discussion, the paper must be available by noon Wednesday.  The seminar paper is 
worth 20% of the final grade. 
 



 3.  Tests.  There will be three tests during the semester, each covering one unit of 
material.  The tests will be comprised of objective and essay questions.  Study guides will be 
provided in advance of each test.  Each test is 20% of the final course grade. 
Students with Disabilities 
 
 I will be happy to provide reasonable accommodations for students with documented 
psychological and physical disabilities.  For further information, please speak to me or contact 
the Office of Disability Services, 424 Halliburton Tower. 
 
Computers 
 
 I encourage you to check your e-mail frequently for announcements and other matters 
concerning this course.  I will use the e-mail to communicate with you collectively and 
individually, and I hope you will use it to correspond with me.  It is often easier to contact me 
through e-mail than by telephone. 
 This course also utilizes the Academic Volume for the distribution of larger documents 
and papers.  
 
Office Information 
 
 I am happy to meet with you for any reason, and I hope that you will stop by my office at 
least once during the semester.  My office is located in 203 Clough.  You may drop in during 
office hours, which are as follows: MWF, 10:00-11:00 A.M.; TTh, 2:45-3:30 PM.  If these times 
are not convenient for you, please call or e-mail me to make an appointment for another time.  
My campus extension is 3589, and my home number is 278-0961. 
 
 
Course Outline 
 

Date Topic Assignment 
   

14 January Introduction to the Course Philosophies, xv-xxi, 3-13; 
Sourcebook, ix-xiii . 

   
 INDIAN PHILOSOPHIES  

   
19 January Vedas And Upanishads  Philosophies, 14-26; 

Sourcebook, 5-32. 
21 January Society and the Individual Philosophies, 41-48; 

Sourcebook, 33-50. 
26 January Samkhya and Yoga Philosophies, 49-60; 

Sourcebook, 51-68. 
28 January Nyaya and Vaisheshika Philosophies, 61-71; 

Sourcebook, 69-80. 
2 February Mimamsa Sourcebook, 81-91. 
4 February Vedanta Philosophies, 72-85; 



Sourcebook, 92-128. 
9 February Hindu Theism Philosophies, 86-91; Eck. 
11 February Islamic Thought Philosophies, 92-107. 
16 February The Jain Vision  Philosophies, 27-40; 

Sourcebook, 129-142. 
18 February Modern Hindu Philosophy Philosophies, 108-118; 

Sourcebook, 143-187. 
23 February First Test  

   
 BUDDHIST PHILOSOPHIES  

   
25 February Historical Overview Philosophies, 121-132; 

Sourcebook, 189-191. 
2 March The Life and Teachings of the 

Buddha 
Philosophies, 133-150; 
Sourcebook, 193-219. 

4 March Interdependent Arising Philosophies, 151-165; 
Sourcebook, 220-246. 

9 March Spring Break  
11 March Spring Break  
16 March Sarvastivada Philosophies, 166-177. 
18 March Madhyamaka Philosophies, 178-194; 

Sourcebook, 262-305. 
23 March Yogacara Philosophies, 195-207; 

Sourcebook, 306-344. 
25 March Zen Philosophies, 208-233; 

Sourcebook, 345-371. 
30 March Modern Buddhist Thought Sourcebook, 372-402. 
1 April Second Test  

   
 CHINESE PHILOSOPHIES  

   
6 April Introduction to Chinese 

Philosophies 
Philosophies, 236-251; 
Sourcebook, 403-405. 

8 April Easter Break  
13 April Confucianism Philosophies, 252-267; 

Sourcebook, 407-443. 
15 April Daoism Philosophies, 268-284; 

Sourcebook, 444-460. 
20 April  Mohism Sourcebook, 461-475. 
22 April Neo-Confucianism Philosophies, 285-303; 

Sourcebook, 476-500. 
27 April Modern Chinese Thought Philosophies, 304-321; 

Sourcebook, 555-568. 
29 April Third Test  

 
 


