Rhodes College Digital Archives - DLynx

"Volpe ‘Confused’, Says Witness"

ltem Type Article

Authors Black, Kay Pittman

Publisher Commercial Appeal

Rights All rights reserved. The accompanying digital objects and

associated documentation are provided for online research and
access purposes. Permission to use, copy, modify, distribute and
present this digital object and the accompanying documentation,
without fee, and without written agreement, is hereby granted

for educational, non-commercial purposes only. The Rhodes
College Archives and Special Collections reserves the right to
decide what constitutes educational and commercial use. In all
instances of use, acknowledgement must be given to Rhodes
College Archives Digital Repository, Memphis, TN. For information
regarding permission to use this image, please email the Archives
at archives@rhodes.edu.

Download date 2026-02-12 19:35:13

Link to ltem http://hdl.handle.net/10267/29456



http://hdl.handle.net/10267/29456

Ex-Aide on Stand in X-Way Case
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Volpe 'Confused,” Says Witness

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK

Press-Scimitar Staff Writer

U.S. Transportation Secre-
tary John Volpe, who ap-
proved the I-40 expressway
route through Overton Park,
was termed today by a for-
mer assistant secretary of

his department as ‘‘con-
fused’” about the case.
The witness, J. D. Bra-

man, who had been mayor of
Seattle for five years before
serving as an assistant to
Volpe from April 1969 to Oc-
tober 1870, was put on the
stand by objectors to the
route. They had finished pre-
senting their side of the case
earlier, but Chief Dist. Judge
Bailey Brown gave them
special permission to put
Braman on the stand.

Although Volpe’s deposi-
tion in the case said Braman
had visited Memphis twice
to check on the Overton
Park route, Braman had
never been to Memphis until
today, he testified.

John W. Vardaman, the
Washington, D.C., attorney
for the objectors, said to
Braman: “In the course of
his deposition, Sec. Volpe re-
ferred to the Overton Park
case as involving a problem
with a dam and confused the
case with the San Antonio
case.”

U.S. Atty. Thomas F. Tur-
ley and J. Alan Hanover,
special counsel for the state
Highway Department, ob-
jected to Vardaman’s state-
ment, calling for him to
prove that Volpe had made
any such statement in his
depositien.

“And even if Secretary
Volpe did make such a state-
ment, your honor,”’ said
Hanover, ‘it’s not relevant
because he was recalling
things months, many
months, after making his de-
cision (to go through the
park) and he pointed out
that he had to make many
such decisions every day.”

Judge Brown 1eplied,
“Well, you rely on Volpe’s
statement in his deposition
to prove your point that
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CRITICIZES TRANSPORTATION HEAD
J. D. Braman, right, former assistant secretary of the U.S. Department of Transpor-..
tation, today testified that Transportation Secretary John Volpe (who approved the I-40
expressway through Overton Park) was ‘“‘confused.”’ At left is John W. Vardaman, Wash-
ington, D.C,, attorney for those objecting to the route through the park.

Volpe and everybody re-
membered aconference
where they all got down on
the floor and looked over a
map of the proposed route
through Overton Park as
well as all of the alterna-
tives, including the L & N
railroad alternative.”

Vardaman then read from
Volpe’s deposition, where
Volpe discussed the “‘possi-
bility of raising the dam.”
Vardaman contended that
since there is no dam in
Overton Park and had never
been that Volpe confused the
two cases (Overton Park
and San Antonio.

Braman then told Judge
Brown that he would like to
explain Secretary Volpe to
the court and praised Volpe
highly ‘as a ‘‘dedicated pub-
lic official.”

Braman said, ‘“You have

to understand Secretary
Volpe. He is a highly ner-
vous man who takes things
home to read until 2 or 3
o’clock in the morning and
gets to the office at 7 a.m.
Our problem was finding
time to get Secretary Volpe
to confer with us. I’'m confi-
dent he was confused. I don’t
want to impeach his testimo-
ny, but, for instance, in his
deposition Secretary Volpe
states that I visited Memphis
two or three times to look
over Overton Park. I never
did. Today is my first visit
to Memphis..” ;

Braman added, “I’m sure
he just assumed I visited
Memphis because I visited
most places where we had
controversies, like New Or-
leans, San Antonio and the

‘Miami jetport.”

Braman said that if he had
been involved jin the Overton

Park decision, he would
have ‘‘opposed the route
(though Overton Park) vigo-

rously.”

“If you compute the value
of that land to future genera-
tions, and add that figure to
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Former Assistant to Volpe
Opposes Park X-Way Route

the cost of the project, you
would find that it’s the most
expensive way to go,” Bra-
man said.

Braman said he did not
oppose the route to Volpe
because -he thought such op-
position had been ‘fore-
closed” by the decision of

Volpe’s predecessor, Secre-
tary Alan Boyd.

Braman said Volpe never
made a determination
whether the route through
the central city park was the
“only feasible and prudent”
one, as required by the park-
lands preservation statute.

‘““We never operated on the
theory that the determina-
tion of another route was

open to us,” said Braman.
“We operated under the
theory that ... the determi-
nation of the only feasible‘
and prudent route had al-
ready been made and com-
mitted by Secretary Boyd.”

Braman said he thought
the only thing that he and
Volpe had left to determine
was ‘‘second part of the stat-
ute — whether or not all had
been done to minimize harm
to the park” was being fol-
lowed.
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