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Fo kes,  Frouds,  ond Forger ies
Professor Elise Louterboch
louterboche@rhodes.edu
(w) 843-3141 (only ovoiloble during office hours)
(hl 725-6579 (no colls ofter 8 pm).
Office hours: TiH 

'10:45-l 
l:45 om in Polmer 3094, ond by oppointment ot Olherlonds Coffee Shop oi 641 S.

Cooper.

When we reod o novel or woich o movie, we recognize thol no molter how "reol" the slory seems. il's o
monmode work of fiction. Bul how do we interpret ficlions presented os focl? This introduclion to college
wriling ond orgument explores o voriety of fokes, frouds, ond forgeries, including con ortisis, ckcus
sideshows. phologrophs of foiries, blockfoce minstrels, ond wrilers working under ossumed identiiies.
Some of our subjects-like counlerfeit money-hove joined the reol world withoul being seen, while
others-like orlists who odopf olternole personos-roise queslions obout the very nolure of "lhe reol." Our
course moteriol. which spons some three-hundred yeors of hisiory, won'l provide us with o comprehensive
hislory of fokers, bul ii will help us invesiigote issues of oulhenticily, idenlity, oulhorship, performonce, ond
thol lrusty old siondby, reolity. In oddition to o finol reseorch project, you will wrile f hree shorter essoys
reloied to the course moteriol ond work closely on improving your own rheloric ond slyle. In your prose,
you'tl proctice thot smooth presentolion fhol helps you toke down your mork. Successful ocodemic
orgumenl shores some of the skills of the confidence mon.

This course emphosizes:
. Argumenl conslruclion (Eoch essoy musl hove o cleor cloim, supporled by slrong sub-cloims ond

onolysis of evidence. wilh ciled quololions ond porophroses of evidence)
. Style (tronsilions, word choice, lone, figurotive longuoge, senlence structure)
. Leorning to onolyze ond criticolly evoluole ideos, orguments, ond points of view
o Asking queslions of texls ond objecls
. Applying course moteriol to solve new problems you frome yourself
o Findlng ond using resources lo solve onswer questions ond to solve problems
o Thoroughness (All work will be corefully conceived, cited, ond proofreod)

TEXTS

Joseph Willioms'Sty,e (978-0205605354), John F. Kosson's Amusing lhe Mi ion (97A-0A09001330), Coryl
Phillips's Doncing in the Doj/.(978-t400O79834), Jomes Weldon .Johnson's AufobiogrophY of on Ex-
colored Mon /978-0809000326 ), ond essays ond shorl stories on reserye in Borreil Librory

ASSIGNMENTS

Your finol grode is comprised of lhe f ollowing ossignments:

ESSAYS -  70%

QUIZZES AND ASSIGNMENIS-  2O%

. Quizzes: Mony closs periods will open with o brief quiz designed lo determine if you ore prepored
io discuss ihe reoding ossigned for thot doy. Success in quizzes requires reoding wel/-noi
skimming-ond loking notes.

o Homework: You will complele occosionol homework ossignments, mony reviewing on Williom's
Sty,e. Other ossignments will require preporotion of discussion questions of hondouis bosed on
reoding ossignments. Some homework ossignments will simply be on emoiled response to lhe
orofessor.

. Reseorch Assignment This exercise requires thorough explorolion of fhe librory's resources in
preporofion for your finol reseorch poper.



CTASS PARTIC IPAT ION -  IO%

lhe finol l0% of your grode depends upon my evoluoiion of your closs porticipolion ond invesiment in fhis
course. You will not oulomolicolly receive these points-you musl eorn lhem. lexpecl you to corefully
complete homework ossignments lhoroughly prepore lo discuss eoch reoding ossignmenls, ond for you
io octively ond frequenily porlicipote in closs discussion.

MEETING WITH THE PROFESSOR

At some point in lhe semesler, everyone is required io meel with me obout on essoy other thon the one
work-shopped in closs. lt's imporlont lo me thol I spend work with eoch of you individuolly during fhe
semester. Pleose moke use of my office hours to discuss essoy drofls or simply to broinstorm for ideos ond
opprooches. Foilure fo meet this reouirement will result in o foilinq porticipotion qrode.

ABSENCES

The nolure of skills course like ENGl5l (unlike o content course) requires thot you be in closs, where you
will see ond prociice those skills. In our closs, I gronl you &9 "free/excused" obsences regordless of
couse. Pleose use these skips wisely: plon oheod. For every doy you ore lote, your finol grode for the
course will suffer .1 point. Any studenl who folls osleep in closs will be counted os obseni for thol closs.
lf you miss closs on the doy o poper is due, pleose leove it oufside my office door no loter ihon I 1 om
thot doy, olherwise it will be considered lote. lf you physicolly miss more thon six closses, you will foil the
course. These policies ore consistent wilh mosl olher English courses.

Note; you ore responsible tor finding oul from o clossmole whot hoppened in closs ihe doy you were
obsent or lole; pleose do not osk me. Eoch doy it will be your responsibility 1o sign the otiendonce
noiebook. lf your signoiure is not lhere for o porticulor doy, you will be counled obsenl. lf you ore lole,
you will need to find the nolebook. sign il, ond documenl your tordiness.

Allendonce Pollcy trom lhe E!.9.dc!_g-q!!ege_gglgLgg

Any sludeni who foils to ollend lhe first doy of o closs wilhout providing prior notice of his or her obsence lo the inslruclor of
lhe course or fhe choirperson of lhe depqrlmenl moy be removed from lhe course upon requesl of the inslruclor io lhe
Regislror. The sludent is responsible for dropping the closs officiolly upon notificolion thol such oclion hos been token.

Specific oilendonce policies ore set by individuol inslrucfors, who stote them in lhe course syllobiond during the first closs
sessions. Sludenls ore responsible for knowing lhe ollendonce policy in eoch of lheir courses, Jor oblqining ond mostering
moleriol covered during c|n qbsence, ond for determining, in consullolion wilh the insirucior, whelher ond under whol
conditions moke-up work will be permilled. Sludenl'i should underslqnd 11 underloking college-sdnclloned ocllvllles (e,9.,
vqlilly qlhlellca, lnlemshlps, ond off-cqmpu5 compellllons connecled wllh coulsei) thst their pqrticipqlion In such qcflvllie3
mqy come ql lhe cosl of obiences ttom olhel coursei or even forfelllng credlt on cerloin oiiignmenls when moklng fhem up
l! nol leq3lble. ll b lhe tludenl'g responslbilily fo oddress the llsuei reloled lo mlislng o closs wholevel lhe reqson fgr lhe
qblence.

lf, in occordonce wilh the course policies, lhe inslruclor determines thol excessive obsences ore jeopordilng o sludenl s
obilily lo obloin o possing grode in lhe course, lhe inslruclor mqy moke wrillen request to the Deon of ihe College ihol lhe
sludent be removed from lhe course wilh o grode of F. lf o sludenl is removed from two or more courses in lhe some semesier
for lhis reoson, lhe sludenl moy b9 osked lo wilhdrow from the College.

EM A I t  POT ICY

Emoiling o professor is like emoiling your boss. Toke lhe opporiunity ond impress her. As on English
professor, ldo not oppreciole emoils wilhout o solutotion. Emoils wilh egregious typos, grommoticol ond
punctuolion mislokes, ond no copilol letters oppeor disrespectlul ore not worlh my time to reod. Simolv
out, I will not respond lo slopov emoils. Write occordingly.



ESSAY GUIDET IN  ES

In formol essoys, I deducf 0.1 points from your finol grode for eoch grommoiicol eror {including fypos,
punctuoiion, ond ciiolion). Proofreod corefully.

Essoys moy be no shorler lhon 50 words under the required word count. Students will lose I /3 o letter
grode for eoch 50 words on essoy runs under. Essoys moy run over lhe word count wiihout penolly.

Essoy i :
Essoy 2:
Essoy 3:
Essoy 4:

10% (1500 words)
15% (1500 words)
20% (2000 words)
25% (2500 words)

. Eoch essoy should be lyped wilh opproximofely 300 words per poge {i.e. Times Romon l2; I "
morgins), double-spoced, pledged in full, ond musl include o word counf, poge numbers, your
nome, my nome, ond o fhoughtful lille.

o All olher poper formolling, including spocing, quoiing, etc, olso should olso follow MLA style,
which con be found in your text lhe MLA Hondbook.

o For the most port, your firsi ihree pqpers will nol include ony sources beyond those reod in closs.
You moy use outside sources wilh my opprovol. Your firsf lhree popers will criticolly
synlhesize/exomine/critique ond/or expond on closs reodings. Your finol essoy will crilicolly
exomine o foke, froud. or forgery of your choice.

. Eoch poper musl include mulliple sources. Popers which cile fewer thon 3 sources will be
penolized. These texts must be ciled in your essoy in MLA formot.

o Submit only hord copies of finol drofis ond oiwoys keep o spore hord copy of your poper.
Compuier problems ore nol o legitimole excuse for loteness.

. All popers ore due on lhe doy slipuloted on ihe syllobus. Any unexcused lole poper will be
penolized l/3 of o letler grode for every doy loie (A becomes A-, B+ becomes B). lwill groni
exlensions in speciol circumslonces, but you musl conlocl me ot leost one doy before the poper
is due. No exceptions.

. Per English deporlmenl policy, foilure to complete ony of the four mojor popers for this closs will
result in foilure of the closs.

WORKSHOPS

Eoch siudent will submil the droft of one essoy to be work-shopped by the closs. We will workshop
opproximotely 4 drofls in the closs period before o finol poper droft is due. lf il is your turn, you will submit
on elecironic copy of your poper droft to me vio emoil no loier thon 9 om the dqy preceding the
workshop. lf your droft is not in ot lhof time, your finol poper grode for lhql droft will suffer o full leiter
grode. There ore no formol "exlensions" for drofts due lo lhe nolure of the ossignmenf/workshop;
however, you moy swilch wiih someone if you ore unoble 1o wrife your drofl for the workshop for which
you hove signed up. Just keep me informed obout ony chonges.

Afler submissions ore in, o pockel wiih ononymous drofts for workshop will be emoiled to the closs
for you lo downlood. The file will be in PDF formot; be sure you hove Adobe Reoder {free from
www.odobe.com) io occess lhe file. lf you ore hoving difficuliy, contoci ITS Helpdesk. Eoch student,
including drofl wrilers, must print, reod, ond comment on the pocket for lhe workshop. The pockef will
include o sheet on inslruclion os iis first poge. During workshop, the wrilers will receive comments
suggesting woys to revise both from peers ond me. When you turn in your revised, finol poper lhot hos
been work-shopped, you must olso submit lhe following: the workshop droft with my commenls, your
peers' "review" sheets (lhough not the drofts thol occomponied lhem), ond o slolement of revision
(whof you focused on os you revised). Your finol grode will suffer if you do nol subslonliqlly revise your
drqft.



G R A D I N G  C R I T E R I A  F O R  W R I T T E N  W O R K :  E N G L  
, I  

5 I

A / 4.0 Excellent work.
The essoy sioles o cleor cloim or objeciive. ldeos ore logicolly developed. The essoy is orgonized os o whole ond on
lhe porogroph level. Contoins close reoding thoi disploys on impressive inslghi ond interpreiotive sophisticotion. Eoch
quololion is occomponied by on opproprioie level of onolysis lhoi oliows ihe essoy io tronsiiion fully ond withoul
controdiction lo lhe nexi poinl. Completely fulfil ls/ goes beyond lhe objectives oullined in the ossignmenl.
Demonstrotes o good commond of tone ond word choice. Free of serious errors in grommor, punctuoiion, spelling, or
mechonics.

A- /3.7 Very fine work.
Shores mony quoliiies with "A" work bul locks the sophislicoiion ond polish of the loiier.

B+ /3.3 Very good work.
Very Promising. Conloins o cleorly sioied ihesh thol is logicolly developed. Fulfil ls oll ihe objeciives of the ossignmenl.
Engoges relevonl course moleriols ond demonslroles on odequate commond of tone ond word choice. Conioins
quoiotions ond close reoding but sometimes idecs ore nol developed or onolyzed fully. Moy conioin some owkword
expressions. Argumenls moy need some further work in ironing oul controdiciions or in moiters of focus or reolizolion.
Siyle shows compeience if not polish. No serious enors in grommor, punctuolion, spelling, or mechonacs.

B /3.0 Good work.
Pleosing. Fulfil ls the ossignment requiremenls. Demonsiroies the wriler hos reod the course moieriols ond listened
olientively in closs. Contoins inleresling orguments, relevoni quototion ond some onolysis, though moy need o more
complex or extended onolysis in ploces. Well-orgonized overoll but moy lock the smoolh lronsilions of popers
receiving higher grodes. Free of serious, chronic errors bul
moy need improvemenl in grommor ond siyle.

B- /2.7 Fotr wotk.
Shores mosl of the quolities of "8" poper but moy conioin o few mechonicol enors, owkword expressions, or flows in
logicol developmenf . Sometimes orgumenls or close reodings ore underdeveloped, ihereby hindering the obvious
insighls in the poper from being communicoied.

C +/2.3 Sotisfoclory work.
Fulfilh the bosic objectives of ihe ossignmenl but needs morked improvement in orgonizoiion, logicol development,
ond style. Drows on relevont iexis bul does not engoge in oppropriole close reoding, or ot'lhe level of sophisticolion
demonsfroled in on "A" or "B" poper. Moy conloin some errors in grommor, punciuoiion, spelling, or mechonics bul
slil l demonstroies ihol lhe writer mode some effort ot revision ond proofreoding.

C/2.0 Averoge work.
Shores mony quolilies of o "C+" poper but moy show more flows in orgonizotion, style, ond logicol developmeni.
Contoins enors in grommor, punctuotion, spelling, or mechonics bui connol be chorocterized os "sloppy."

C-l] .7 Below overoge work.
Fulfil ls the most obvious condilions of ihe ossignmenl but moy lock o complele understonding of relevon'l course
moleriols. Thesis is foirly cleor bui moy lock odequote supporting evidence or lhorough logicol development.
Contoins enors in grommor, punctuolion, spelling, or mechonics.

D/1.0 Poor work.
Demonstroles on otlempt io fulfil l the conditions of the ossignmeni but shows confusion or ls incompleie. Moy be
badly orgonized or lock odequole evidence to support iis mojor poinls. Errors in grommor, puncluotion, spelling, or
mechonics descend fo the level of sloppiness.

F / O Unsofisfoctory work. Shows o significont misunderslonding of or willful deporlure from
lhe requiremenls of ihe ossignment. Argumeni ond quototions ore poorly stoied or non-exislent, ond the overoll
poper locks coherenl orgonizolion ond developmenl. Rife with errors in grommor, punciuolion, spelling, or
mechonics.


