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Arson is suspected in the blaze that leveled Fargason Field House late
vesterday. This picture, taken as smoke began to billow from the south

windows, shows the festive mood that prevailed as a vesult of the fire.
—Photo by John McKinney

Students Cheer As Fire
Sweeps 0ld Fargason Gym

The Fargason Field House, a Memphis landmark for many years,

was leveled by fire yesterday. The blaze is thought to have been
started by a group of Southwestern Faculty members to herald the
new educational policy which goes into effect today. A crowd of
Southwestern students and adult Memphians gathered in front of
the gym even before the smoke started pouring from the south end
of the old wooden building. By the time a small band of gym-lovers
led by ex-President Rhodes arrived, the cheering mob had grown to
an estimated 500. Dr. Rhodes pled+-
with the throng to save the build-

by Larry Bone, Ann Thomas and

Dr. Peyton N. Rhodes announces
that he is resigning as President
of Southwestern. He feels that he
cannot go along with the program

of Regressive Education which the
Board of Directors have voted to
institute here immediately. Below
is a copy of the letter he wrote to
the students explaining his resig-
nation.

The Board did not have to de-
liberate long in deciding who they
wanted to fill Dr. Rhodes’ place.
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Dr. Letem B. Bratts, originator of
Regressive Education, was their
immediate and unanimous choice.
They are rejoicing in their success
in securing his services.

Dr. Rhodes taught physics here
from 1926 to 1949. Since then he has
served as President. He received
his Ph.D. from the University of
Virginia, is a member of Delta Chi
fraternity, The Raven Society, Phi
Beta Kappa and Sigma Xi. Last
year he received an honorary Doc-
tor of Civil Law from Sewanee.

and Won't-be-Students:

Palmer Hall
Southwestern at Memphis

MR. RHODES' LETTER TO THE STUDENTS

The President's Office
(Zoo side)

April 1, 1954

Dear Students, Would-be-Students

Word has just reached me of one of the foulest

ing for a temporary Student Union,
but all efforts to stop the spread of
the fire were thwarted when Pro-
fessor Wolf forgot which was his
school and called the fire depart-
ment to come to the gym at Mem-
phis State.
Marrymakers

The band and cheerleaders were
on hand for the party as the entire
student body joined the celebration.
Tommy Crais, Lisa Rollow and
Margaret Fagan led the merrymak-
ing. Ralph Turner, Bob Allison,
Chandler Warren and Peggy Fitch
did stunts to entertain the crowd
during the momentary lulls in the
conflagration.

Dr. Rhodes and his group (led

Increase In
Enrollment Seen

The prospect for new students
for next year is better than ever
before, reports Malcolm B. Evans,
registrar. Now that Southwestern
will be functioning under the sys-
tem of Regressive Education, we
will be drawing hundreds more
students from every state in the
Union and many foreign countries.
In fact, applications for admittance
are flooding the registrar’s desk.
Extra assistants will have to be
employed to relieve Mr. Evans of
some of the work.

Dr. Lowe R. Standards, a special
advisor sent down by Dr. Letem B.
Bratts, new president of South-
western, will arrive at the end of
the week to instruct Mr. Evans in
the new “Lowe R.” entrance require-
ments. We do not yet know what

Lawrence C. Saunders) were driven
into oblivion by the advocates of
the new administration. This morn-
ing Student Body President Bill
Hughes was shocked to find the
old gym gone. This is not particu-

(Continued on page 8)

ool Frolics

The April Fool weekend which
features a play and the All Fools
Ball on Friday evening will get off
to a good start when SAE enter-
tains in honor of the April Fool
Court tonight. An open house from
6 to 8 will be kickoff for the gala
weekend. The chapter invites ev-
eryone to come and pay “homage”
to the members of the court.

Royalty
Their royal majesties King Bill
Hughes and Queen “Poochie”

Swartzfager, Prince and Princess
Tommy Cunningham and Claudia
Owen, Ladies-in-waiting Margaret
Jones, Millye Bunn, Jean Enochs,
Carolyn Milton, and Lisa Rollow,
and Lords-in-waiting Jimmy Mec-
Lin, Ray Tanner, Tommy Crais,
Chandler Warren, and Bennie Lam-
berth, will all be there.
April Fool Play

The April Fool Play, written and
directed by John Butterworth with
music by Ann Caldwell, will be
given tomorrow night. The leading
characters include Dot Henning as
Cherry, George Hearn as Bill, Bur-
ton Henry as James, Charles Ken-
non as Twig, Sonny Colvert as Tag,
Poochie Swartzfager as Kate, and
Margaret Jones as- Peg. In the
chorus are: Joan Sudduth, Mary

perpetrations and devastating developments yet to
rear its ugly head in the realm of higher educa-
tion in this our fair Southland. I am filled with
holy wrath as well as consumed with righteous
indignation. This is a difficult position to main-
tain. Once the awful facts are known the public
will rise up to a man (or to a woman and maybe to
a child or so) and demand fit punishment for those
who have not only misused the sacred authority
with which they had been entrusted, but who have
sold us down the river, or at least to the levee,
in a crass and callous violation of academic
inertia and educational ineptitude.

I shudder to think, as will you all if one may
rashly assume that thinking is still in vogue, of
the repercussions that will shake the entire
academic world when it becomes known that the
BORED OF TRUSTIES of Southwestern, in solemn and
smoke-~filled conclave, has succumbed en toto to
the pernicious modern trends in intracurricular
procedures and has adopted and seeks to promul-

(Contintued on Page 3)

R.E. Threatens
U.S F.B.1I.

Sou’wester’s Washington Bureau,

Duncan Hines
Signs Contract

Duncan Hines has signed a con-
tract to be Mr. Pack’s assistant. He
will arrive today to begin his duties.

Mr. Pack announces that the
dining hall will now be open for
continuous service. He can not give
us the complete menu for each day,
but he has told us of a few addi-
tions to the menu. Caviar will be
served as the entree on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday and an-
chovies on Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday. Persons may have
their choice of either on Sunday.

April 1—In a private interview to-
day J. Edgar Hoover, chief of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,

stated that, “This new educational
idea Southwestern is putting into
practice will revolutionize the
F.B.I.” He rose and went over to
the map hanging on the wall and
began to illustrate his words by
pointing to places on the map.
“Look,” he said, “We have ten
F.B.I. agents here in Memphis and

Regressive Education Comes To
Southwestern; All Rules Changed

At their-meeting here on March 15th and 16th, the Board of Directors of Southwestern
upon hearing of Regressive Education on Bishop Fulton Sheen’s radio program, although he
was not advocating it, has decided that this is what Southwestern needs. According to Bis=~
hop Sheen, Regressive Education was originated by Dr. Letem B, Bratts, doctor of idiotology
from the University of Lower Slobbovia.

Changes in the Student Government rules, credits for degrees, and calendar are being
made to meet the requirements of the program of Regressive Education. The committees in~
volved have already met and have decided upon the following changes. No girls will be al-
lowed in Voorhies dorm until after eleven p. m. Girls will not be required to sign out. Chapel
will be discontinued. Students will have unlimited cuts in all classes. No one should arrive at

L. B. Bratts Named New Prexy

rany class until after the late bell.

Students may take only six hours
per semester. Physical education
classes will be discontinued. Classes
may meet at 10 and 11 A.M. only.
Faculty members are instructed to
complete all work within class so
that students may devote all other
time for extracurricular activities.
Anyone caught using a book in the
library will be severely punished,
Cars may make their own paths
over the campus.

The committees have not com-
pleted their task of changing the
rules. If anyone has any sugges-
tions, they will be glad to make the
change.

New Degrees
Announced

Dean Johnson announced yes-
terday that four entirely new de-
grees will be given to graduates
this year. They are the B.S.E,, the
B.P.R., the B.D.J,, and the B.L

That the B.S.E. (Bachelor of Self
Expression) " is vitally needed at
Southwestern was the almost unan-
imous decision of the faculty. (Dr.
Kelso thought we already had it,
so he wouldn’'t vote.) ‘“Why are
the students so co-operative and
regimented ?” asked the faculty,
and they answered, “It is because
they have no encouragement to
follow the ideas of the great philos-
opher Paradis to ‘be themselves.
It is our firm belief that this new
degree will solve the problem.”
The requirements for a B.S.E. in-
clude the new course in pamphlet
passing and and style instruction
by Dr. Davis. It should be noted,
however, that the course discour=
ages the shooting of Presidents.

Bosworth’s Pet

The B.P.R. (Bachelor Pagani
Ritualo) has been a pet project of
Miss Eleanor Bosworth for several
years. “Indeed,” said Miss Bosworth
in a statement to the press, “I have
thought about it ever since I saw
my first Tarzan picture in 1939.” To
obtain this degree, the graduate
must specialize’ in the history
courses which deal with pagan rit-
ual (Old South history is not in-
cluded) and for comprehensives
must perform a Rain Dance in
the basement of Voorhies.

The B.D.J. (Bachelor of Delin-
quincia Juvenalia) should prove
popular with the younger set. It is
similiar to the B.S.E., except that
you're not required to think for a
B.D.J. Among the required units
are ‘“Vandalism in the Home,” “The

the requirements will be, but rumor | George Beggs, Joan McLean,
has it that all new students will |Jackie Coker, Chandler Warren,
be required to pass a course in the | Malcolm Whatley, Bob McClure

Also featured on Sunday will be
Oysters Rockefellow and Crepes

reading and interpretation of Pogo. | and Dan Adams.

Suzettes.

offices in New Orleans, Little Rock,
and St. Louis. If Southwestern car-
(Continued on page 3)

Psychology of the Law and How
to Evade It,” and “Music for Des<
truction.”
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Have you all noticed that it is getting a little
warmer every day? Have you all gone to the Mem-
orial Park and seen the beautiful azaleas blooming
in all the splendor of their manifold colors? Have you
all heard in the morning the sweet and happy trill of
the mocking bird ? The skies are bluer, the flowers are
blooming, the birds are singing, everybody is hap-
pier—it is springtime. It is the time when we feel
overcome by the irresistible attractions of nature in
its most varied and exuberant expressions. It is when
we feel like singing, runiing, jumping, pic-nic..ing,
swimming, playing, and . . . the heck with books and
classes, and school and all. Who wants to waste his
time in the tight four walls of a stuffy classroom,
when everything outside invites to enjoy life? You
students, who waste the precious hours of the day
and many of the night in the Library or in your room,
impoverishing your sight, enfeebling the vitality of
your youth, you are missing the main ideals of a life
on a College Campus. All those fictitious patterns of
discipline established by old fashioned members of
faculties of our colleges have to be forgotten and sub-
stituted by the healthy and ever welcome dominions
of FUN. ‘

Friends, let us live it up. Let us have fun now
that we have our Regressive Education. Boys, let us
get our dates. Girls, let us get the spirit. Let’s have
a REE-vival—with our new system on campus.

P—./déxe 7 /Qcm wes
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...... Amel Peterson

Ball To Be Double Rush

An innovation in dances will be initiated the
night of April 2, the night of the “All Fool’s Ball.” In
plain spoken words the dance will be a “Double
Rush.” The idea, suggested by a group of students
from Mobile, has been accepted by the Social Com-
mittee. Double Rushing is made for the girls, though
it is admitted that boys benefit in just as many ways.

Rules of Double Rush
Here are the general ideas and rules of Double
Rushing. First of all, since the dance is planned for
the student body as a whole, anybody can come stag,
girls included. This is important: it is not necessary
for a girl to have a date. Come stag! At a Double Rush
dance girls have all the privileges that only stag boys
usually enjoy. Therefore, both boys and girls can cut
and break. Neither the girl nor the boy is obligated to
dance more than one dance with his or her partner.
After that you can, if you wish, cut to your heart’s
content. When either the girl or boy wants to change
partners, she or he says, “I enjoyed it,” or something
in that vein, and is entitled to leave without further
conversation. This method makes cutting much easier,
and therefore, you will be able to dance with a greater
number of people; and as you will see, it will make
the dance much more lively—and interesting.
; Ladies’ Initiative
Well, girls, you of the fair and weaker sex, now
is the time to prove to us the old and oft quoted
saying: “Never underestimate the powers of a wom-
an.” The initiative is yours—take it! :

U. S. Senate To
Investigate
Southwestern

Souw'wester's Washington Bureau,
April 1.—Senator McCarthy stated
in a press confefence this morning
that Dr. Letem B. Bratts, new pres-
ident of Southwestern, is unAmer-
ican,, “He should know better than
that,” sputtered the Senator, “tell-
ing them to express themselves,
that complete self-expression is the
goal of education!” As he glared
around the room at the reporters
he screamed, “What’s the good of
education if the professors don’t
teach their students that they’d
better be conventional or my com-
mittee will get them! I ’1l supoena
Bratts! T'll ruin him! He was one
of a group who sponsored sending
blankets to Navajo Indians and
everyone knows that the Indians
possess communal property! Think
of having a man like that teaching
our children!” Slamming his fist
down on the table, he continued, “I
can prove to you that Bratts is
guilty! Ask him where he was at
3:30 on the afternoon of April 3rd,
1937, He'll say he can’t remember,
but he just doesn’t want to tell
you!”

Southwestern . . . Dr. Bratts has
as yet made no printable reply to
Senator McCarthy’s accusation, but
the Sou'wester will keep you in-
formed as to future events in this
conflict.

Grad Sleeps Way
Through College

OMAHA, Nebr. ... “I slept my
way through college,” said Ne-
braska college graduate A. W.
Turnbow, who received his degree
last June. 2

This startling statement came as
a complete surprise to ex-student
Turnbow’s professors who had
once predicted his college career
would end in failure.

Last week graduate Turnbow
disclosed his secret. He had heen
“Sleep-learning.” :

“d read many articles on the
theory of sleep-learning,” he said,
but none told me how to go about
it. So I made my own sleep-learning
device and experimented, I was
working full time and trying to
carry 19 credit hours at college.
I was told I was failing, so I fig-
ured I couldn’t lose anything.”

Time has i)roven that he didn’t
lose anything, According to Mr.
Turnbow, now president of Sleep-
Learning Research Association, 114
S. 38th Ave.,, Omaha, he owes his
college degree to his pioneer ex-
periments,.

Learn Russian

Student Turnbow’s unusual meth-
od of obtaining knowledge was first
applied to his course in Russian.
“I read two-thousand Russian vo-
cabulary words into the machine,
then gave the English meaning to
each,” he reported. “Results were
so successful that I started read-
ing notes from all my courses into
the device,

“I remember how my fellow stu-
dents laughed when I told them
about “sleep-learning,” he re-
marked. “But when I started toss-
ing around five syllable vocabulary
words, formulas, dates and com-
plete passages from Shakespeare,
they changed their attitude.”

After writing several articles on
his sleep-learning results, Mr, Turn-
bow continued his experiments. Im-
mediately upon graduation, he
formed SLEEP-LEARNING RE-
SEARCH ASSOCIATION in Oma-
ha, Nebraska, Last week with the
publication of his illustrated book-
let “LEARN A LANGUAGE
WHILE 7YOU SLEEP.)” Sleep-
Learning Research Press ($2.00),
the public was offered his secret.
The booklet tells his complete story
and how to make his sleep-learn-

. ing device for as little as $30,

\We've Got It At Last

We've got it at last. Regressive Education is what
we have been needing and wanting here at South=
western for a long time. The Board of Directors have
finally come to their senses. Dr. Bratts sounds as if
he’ll be the best president this school has ever had.
We commend Dr. Rhodes for resigning (and not
waiting to be asked to leave). We would also like to
express our appreciation of his noble efforts to make
Southwestern the best he could. But now we must
support the new regime. :

The new rule changes sound great. No one ever
liked to be in the dorm at 8 or 11 p.m., signing out,
having to do homework, etc. Now we will really be
able to “be ourselves.” Those new degrees certainly
should prove to be popular. Now surely everyone will
be able to receive a coveted degree from Southwest-
ern. So be happy, have a good time, and don’t com=
plain. You should have nothing to complain abouf
under this new administration.

Quo Vadis, or What’s Next

(From the DAILY CHARIOT, Rome’s Picture
Newspaper, March 16, 44. Copyright MGM, 1954.)

Today, readers, is a day to try men’s souls.

The question of the hour is: Where are we going?

The CHARIOT, a non-partisan and independent
newspaper whose interests are those of this good
city and state of Rome, does not presume to pass
judgment on the tragic event that took place yester=
day in the very heart of our community.

There have been two radically divergent schools
of thought in Rome as to the course which public af-
fairs were taking. The CHARIOT has been careful to
try to see the merits of both sides, as our files will
bear witness. We have praised Caesar and the stal-
wart public figure, Mark Anthony, who may be ex=
pected to carry Caesar’s torch in the tumultous days
that, we sorely fear, lie ahead of us. And we have
never failed to pay due tribute to the integrity, cour-
age and resolution of Brutus, Cassius, Casca and the
other leaders of the movement that has opposed cer-
tain important aspects of Caesar’s policy. ;

There are good men—men of whom Rome may
well be proud—on both sides. :

We associate ourselves with Mark Anthony’s
words of yesterday—‘Brutus is an honorable man.
So are they all, all honorable men!”

Our duty, as Romans and as citizens, is to keep
our heads. The future of all of us is at stake. We
would like to see Anthony and Brutus, representing
their respective followers, shake hands and call it a
day. That would be good for the peace of mind of each
and every one of us, and good for business.

Let’s keep our fingers crossed, mind our own

business, and hope for the best.
1 % % %

The story above fits in with our April Fool theme,
and still tells you of an event we wanted you to know
about on the level. Today MGM’s “Julius Caesar”
opens at the Loew’s Palace. The film, based on the
play by William Shakespeare, has been acclaimed by
critics, literary and historical authorities, and the
general public as one of the movies that mark an
epoch in screen production. The leading characters
include Marlon Brando as Anthony, James Mason as
Brutus, Sir John Gielgud as Cassius, Louis Calhern
as Caesar, Edmond O’Brien as Casca, Greer Garson
as Calpurnia and Deborah Kerr as Portia.

If you have any time to spare over the April Fool
weekend, we heartily recommend that you see “Julius
Caesar” at the Loew’s Palace.

Miss  Hoskins, Must T
Remine You AGAN?— Mo
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