Rhodes College Digital Archives - DLynx

"Road Chief Surveys Routes For I-40, Favors Overton™

ltem Type Article

Authors Sternberg, Irma O.

Publisher Commercial Appeal

Rights All rights reserved. The accompanying digital objects and

associated documentation are provided for online research and
access purposes. Permission to use, copy, modify, distribute and
present this digital object and the accompanying documentation,
without fee, and without written agreement, is hereby granted

for educational, non-commercial purposes only. The Rhodes
College Archives and Special Collections reserves the right to
decide what constitutes educational and commercial use. In all
instances of use, acknowledgement must be given to Rhodes
College Archives Digital Repository, Memphis, TN. For information
regarding permission to use this image, please email the Archives
at archives@rhodes.edu.

Download date 2026-04-14 22:10:04

Link to ltem http://hdl.handle.net/10267/29551



http://hdl.handle.net/10267/29551

"Road (]

/7//?73

ef Surveys Routes

For I-40, Favors Overton

WASHINGTON, June 16.—
(UPI)—The head of the
Federal Highway Adminis-
tration made an unan-
nounced visit to Memphis
this week with his Tennessee
engineers and the deputy re-
gional chief from Atlanta to
look into the routing of Inter-
state 40 through Overton
Park.

Norbert Tiemann reported
in Washington that the
superhighway should be
taken through the park be-
cause ‘‘there isn’t any other
way to go.

“I looked at the alterna-
tive routes and the park and
in my judgment the alterna-

_ tive routes are not feasible.”

The ultimate decision . in
the 17-year-old controversy,
however, is up to Transpor-
tation Secretary Claude
Brinegar, who has appealed
a remand order by U.S. Dist.
Judge Bailey Brown sending
the case to him for decision.

Although Tiemann would
not say which routes through
the park would be accept-

¥

able to him and to Brinegar,
he did give some cost figures
for several proposals.

The least expensive route,
he said, would utilize a de-
pressed highway and cost
about $7 million. Going up
the price ladder, Tiemann
said a cut-and-cover tunnel
would cost about $57 million,
and a bore tunnel about $147
million.

The cut-and-cover tunnel
entails digging out a tunnel
and covering it with a steel
and concrete roof. The roof
would be covered with soil
and plants to protect the
scenery of the area. Envi-

/ronmentalists have success-

fully halted the project in
the past. :

But the next step must be
taken by the state, Tiemann
said.

“Now it’s up to the State

of Tennessee to submit its
plan,” Tiemann said. There
has been no word from the
state when its proposal for I-
40 will be resubmitted to the
government,
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