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THE AGE OF FASCISM, 1919 – 1945 
 

History 350 – 2      Fall Semester, 1998 – 99 
Professor Hatfield      M & Th 3:00 – 4:30 
Office: 317 Clough – Ex. 3882    Class: 304 Clough 
 
My office hours will be: every morning (M-F) from 9:00 to 11:00 and on Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoons, 2:00 to 3:30.  You may call to make appointments at other times 
as well.  You may also contact me by E-mail (at Rhodes: HATFIELD; at home: 
DMHTFLD@BELLSOUTH.NET).  My home phone is 759-1203 (please do not call 
after 10:30, unless it is an emergency).  There will be a folder for this class in my box on 
the Academic Volume.  You may also deposit items for me in my In-Box.  I urge you to 
consult with me whenever you need to, whenever you want to, by whatever means is 
most comfortable for you. 

Course Objectives 
 
   I. To locate fascism as a phenomenon within a particular historical context. 
  II. To conduct a critical survey of the various approaches to interpreting fascism. 
 III. To research a particular problem of interpretation. 
 IV. On the basis of the research, to write a critical interpretive essay. 
  V. Seminar Common Objective: To develop a comprehensive updated bibliography 

for the Age of Fascism, 1919 – 1945. 
 

Course Requirements 
 

   I. Attendance and Participation 
 
 A. All students are expected to attend all 28 class sessions for the semester. 
 B. All students are expected to participate in 
  1. Class discussions of the assigned articles 
  2. Class evaluations of the assigned source materials 
  3. Oral report on assigned book and to answer questions raised by the 

class 
  4. Presentation in class of research project 
  5. Contribution to the seminar's common project 
 
  II. Required Seminar Readings 
 
 A. To be purchased in the College Bookstore 
  1. Fascism:  A Reader's Guide, ed. Walter Laqueur. 
  2. Charles F. Delzell, Mediterranean Fascism. 
  3. George H. Stein, Hitler (Great Lives Observed) 
  4. A Book of Collected Articles 
 B. To be distributed in class: A Book of Collected Sources 
 



III. Additional Book Requirement 
 
 Each student will choose one (in some cases, two) of the books listed with  
 particular sessions of the course (see Course Schedule below).  Each student  
 will 
 
 A. Submit a written preview of the book.  The preview will be written on a 
  form that will be distributed.  The preview will be due in class on 
  Thursday, September 10. 
 B. Submit a formal written review of the book.  The review will be written 
  in conformity with guidelines that will be distributed.  The written review 
  will be due on Thursday, September 24. 
 C. Make an oral report to the seminar on the class designated for the  
  particular book (see Course Schedule below). 
 
 IV. Historical Essay requirement 
 
 Each student will submit a written essay (term paper) on a topic of historical 
 interpretation related to the work of the seminar.  The essay must be written in 
 conformity with the guideline (to be distributed).  The rules of style and 
 structure will be governed by the latest edition of Kate L. Turabian, A Manual 
 of Style.  The following are the target dates for the various stages of the 
 project: 
 
 A. Selection of a topic in individual conferences: week of September 21-25. 
 B. Preliminary bibliography: Monday, October 12. 
 C. Outline or preliminary sketch of the essay: Monday, November 2. 
 D. Essay submitted: Thursday, November 19. 
 E. Revised essay submitted:  Monday, November 30. 
 F. Oral presentation to the seminar (for the presentation class dates, see the 
  Course Schedule below). 
 
V. Seminar common project 
 
 The members of the seminar will develop a comprehensive updated bibliography 
 for the study of The Age of Fascism, 1919 - 1945, to include standard works, 
 recent monographs, source collections and such other resources as we may be 
 able to find.  Details for this project will be worked out in class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VI. Elements of the Course Grade 



 
 A. Attendance and participation  20% 
 B. Book project    30% 
  1. Preview    5% 
  2. Written review 15% 
  3. Oral report  10% 
 C. Research project   50% 
  1. Pre. bibliography 10% 
  2. Outline    5% 
  3. Essay- - - - - - - - - - 
      25% 
  4. Revised essay- - - - 
  5. Oral report  10% 
 
VII. Summary of due dates 
 
 Th  Aug. 27 Book selection 
 Th  Sep. 10 Book preview due 
 T    Sep. 22 - F Sep. 25 Topic selection conferences 
 Th  Sep. 24 Written book reviews due 
 M   Oct. 12 Preliminary bibliographies due 
 M   Nov. 2 Outlines or preliminary sketches of essay due 
 Th  Nov. 19 Completed essays due 
 M   Nov. 30 Revised essays due 
 M   Nov. 30 Oral presentations 
 Th  Dec. 3 Oral presentations 
 M   Dec. 7 Oral presentations 
 Th  Dec. 10 Oral presentations 
 



 
 

Course Schedule 
 

Session Date    Session Topics and Assignments 
 
  1. Th 8/27 Introduction to the Course 
 
     Review the Syllabus and requirements 
     Book selections 
     How to preview a work of history 
 
  2. M 8/31 Preliminary attempts to define and categorize 
 
 Articles: Charles F. Delzell, "Fascism: A Brief Attempt at a Definition" 
   Book of Articles, pp. 1 – 2. 
 
   Wolfgang Schieder, "Fascism" (Introduction and Typology), 
   Book of Articles, pp. 3 – 11. 
 
  3. Th 9/3  Preliminary attempts to define and categorize (2) 
 
 Article: Stanley G. Payne, "Fascism: A Working Definition"  Book 
   of Articles, pp. 185 – 197. 
 
 M 9/7  Labor Day.  No class meeting. 
 
  4. Th 9/10 General work session 
 
     Book previews due 
     Discussion on reviewing historical literature 
     Discussion on choosing research topics 
 

Part One: Fascism in Italy 
 

  5. M 9/14 Fascism as a Movement 
 
 Article: Angelo Tasca, The Rise of Italian Fascism, Book of Articles, 
   pp.  13 – 25. 
 
 Sources: Delzell, Mediterranean Fascism, pp.  1 – 42. 
 
 Book report: Gaetano Salvemini, Under the Axe of Fascism.  New York: 
    The Viking Press, 1936.  Bur DG571 .S263. 
 
 



  6. Th 9/17 Fascism Becomes a Regime 
 
 Article: Adrian Lyttelton, "Italian Fascism," Fascism: A Reader's Guide, 
   pp.  125 - 150. 
 
 Sources: Delzell, Mediterranean Fascism, pp.  44 – 106 
. 
 Book report: Adrian Lyttelton, The Seizure of Power; Fascism in Italy, 
    1919 – 1929.  New York: Scribner, 1973.  Bur DG571 .L95 
    1973b. 
 
  7. M 9/21 Fascists in Power 
 
 Article: Alan S. Milward, "Fascism and the Economy," Fascism: A Reader's 
   Guide, pp.  379 – 412. 
 
 Sources: Delzell, Mediterranean Fascism, pp.  107 – 184. 
 
 Book reports: Denis Mack Smith, Mussolini.  New York: Knopf, 1982.  Bur 
    DG575.M8  M 223 1982. 
 
    F. W. Deakin, The Brutal Friendship: Mussolini, Hitler, and the 
    Fall of Italian Fascism.  New York: Harper and Row, 1962. 
    Bur DG572  .D38 1962a. 
 
  8. Th 9/24 No regular class meeting. 
 
     Book reviews due. 
     Week of individual conferences and topic selection. 
 
  9. M 9/28 General Work Session 
 
    Constructing a Bibliography. 
    Planning the Seminar Common Project. 
 

Part Two:  German National Socialism 
 

10. Th 10/1 National Socialism and the German Tradition 
 
 Article: Hans Mommsen, "National Socialism—Continuity and Change,"  
   Fascism: A Reader's Guide, pp.  179 – 210. 
 
 Sources: Stein, Hitler, pp. 21 – 44. 
 
 Book reports: Fritz Stern, The Politics of Cultural Despair: A Study in the 
    Rise of the Germanic Ideology.  Berkeley: University of 



    California Press, 1974 (1961).  MCW DD76 .S72 1974. 
 
    Fritz Fischer, From Kaiserreich to Third Reich: Elements of 
    Continuity in German History, 1871 – 1945.  Trans. and intro. 
    Roger Fletcher.  London: Allen and Unwin, 1986. 
    Bur. JN3388  .F5713  1986. 
 
11. M 10/5 Hitler Comes to Power 
 
 Article: Henry A. Turner, Jr., "Big Business and the Rise of Hitler," Book 
   of Articles, pp.27 – 40. 
 
 Sources: Stein, Hitler, pp. 45 – 59. 
 
 Book: Franz L. Neumann, Behemoth: The Structure and Practice of National 
   Socialism.  Toronto: Oxford University Press, 1942.  Bur.  DD253 .N43. 
 
12. Th 10/8 The Personality and Power of Hitler 
 
 Article: Karl Dietrich Bracher, "The Role of Hitler: Perspectives of 
Interpretation" 
   Fascism: A Reader's Guide, pp. 211 – 225. 
 
 Sources: Stein, Hitler, pp. 88 – 133. 
 
 Books: Alan Bullock, Hitler, a Study in Tyranny.  Rev. ed.  New York: Harper 
   and Row, 1962.  Bur. DD247 .H5 B85 1962a. 
 
   Joachim C. Fest, Hitler.  Trans. Richard and Clara Winston.  New York: 
   Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1974.  Bur.  DD247 >h5  F4713 
 
13. M 10/12 Hitler Studies: Other Perspectives 
 
    Preliminary Bibliography is due. 
 
 Sources: Stein, Hitler, pp. 60 – 73. 
 
 Books: Robert G. L. Waite, The Psychopathic God: Adolf Hitler. New York: 
   Basic Books, 1977.  Bur. DD247.H5  W23. 
 
   Rudolph Binion, Hitler Among the Germans.  New York: Elsevier, 
1976. 
   Bur.  DD247.H5 B54. 
 
   Sebastian Haffner, The Meaning of Hitler.  Trans. Ewald Osers.  New 
   York:  Macmillan, 1979.  Bur. DD247.H5  H26513. 



 
14. Th 10/15 General Work Session 
 
    Writing Historical Essays. 
 
 M 10/19 No class meeting.  Fall recess. 
 
 

Part Three:  Other Fascisms 
 

15. Th 10/22 Fascism in Western Europe 
 
 Article: Robert G. Payne, "Fascism in Western Europe," Fascism: A Reader's 
   Guide, pp.  295 – 311. 
 
 Sources: José Antonio Primo de Rivera, "What the Falange Wants," Book of 
   Sources, pp. 1 – 2. 
 
   Oswald Mosley, "The Modern Movement," Book of Sources, pp. 3 – 6. 
 
   Georges Valois, "What Is Fascism?" Book of Sources, pp. 7 – 8. 
 
   Marcel Déat, "What the R. N. P. Wants," Book of Sources, pp. 9 – 10. 
 
 Books: Robert Jacob Alexander Skidelsky, Sir Oswald Mosley.  London:  
   Macmillan, 1975.  McW  DA574 MG 1975b. 
 
   Eugen Weber, Action Française: Royalism and Reaction in Twentieth- 
   Century France.  Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1962. 
   Bur.  DC369  .W36. 
 
16. M 10/26 Fascism in Eastern Europe 
 
 Article: Bela Vago, "Fascism in Eastern Europe," Fascism: A Reader's Guide, 
   pp.  229 – 253. 
 
 Sources: Ferencz Szalasi, "The Way and the Aim," Book of Sources, pp. 11 – 16. 
 
   Ferencz Szalasi, "Szalasi's Last Words At His Trial, 1946," Book of 
   Sources, p. 17. 
 
 
   Corneliu Zelea Codreanu, "National Christian Socialism, February 9, 
   1920," Book of Sources, pp. 19 – 20. 
 
   Corneliu Zelea Codreanu, "The Legion of the Archangel Michael: Our 



   Program (1927)" Book of Sources, pp. 21 – 22. 
 
   Corneliu Zelea Codreanu, "What a Legionary Believes," Book of 
   Sources, p. 23. 
 
 Book: Nicholas M. Nagy-Talavera, The Green Shirts and the Others; a History 
   of Fascism in Hungary and Rumania.  Stanford: Hoover Institution 
Press, 
   1970.  McW.  DB955 N37. 
 
 

Part Four: Interpretations of Fascism 
 

17. Th 10/29 Marxist Interpretations 
 
 Articles: Wolfgang Schieder, "Fascism" (Marxist and other early interpretations), 
   Book of Articles, pp.  41 – 52. 
 
   Wolfgang Sauer, "National Socialism: Totalitarianism or Fascism" Book 
   of Articles, pp. 53 – 68. 
 
   T. W. Mason, "The Primacy of Politics—Politics and Economics in 
   National Socialist Germany"  Book Of Articles, pp. 69 – 86. 
 
18. M 11/2 Sociological Analysis 
 
    Preliminary sketch of essay is due. 
 
 Article: Juan J. Linz, "Some Notes Toward a Comparative Study of Fascism in 
   Sociological Historical Perspective" Fascism: A Reader's Guide,  
   pp.  3 – 121. 
 
 Book: Erich Fromm, Escape from Freedom.  New York: Holt, Rinehart and  
   Winston, 1968 [1941].  Bur.  HM 271 .F74 1968. 

 
19. Th 11/5 Revolution or Counter-Revolution? 
 
 Article: Eugen Weber, "Revolution? Counterrevolution? What Revolution?" 
   Fascism: A Reader's Guide, pp.  435 –467. 
 
 
 Book: David Schoenbaum, Hitler's Social Revolution: Class and Status in Nazi 
   Germany, 1933 – 1939.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1966. 
   Bur.  DD 256.5 .S336. 
 
20. M 11/9 Modernization Theory 



 
 Articles: A. F. K. Organski, "Fascism and Modernization" Book of Articles, 
   pp.  87 – 103. 
 
   John Weiss, The Fascist Tradition, Book of Articles, pp.  105 – 130. 
 
   Alan Cassels, "Janus: The Two Faces of Fascism"  Book of Articles, 
   pp.  131 – 146. 
 
   Henry A. Turner, Jr., "Fascism and Modernization" Book of Articles, 
   pp.  147 – 161. 
 
 Book: A. James Gregor, The Ideology of Fascism; the Rationale of  
   Totalitarianism.  New York: Free Press, 1969.  Bur. JC 481 .G69. 
 
21. M 11/12 Fascism as a Metahistorical Phenomenon 
 
 Article: Ernst Nolte, "The Concept of Transcendence" Book of Articles, pp. 
   163 – 170. 
 
 Book: Ernst Nolte, Three Faces of Fascism; Action Française, Italian Fascism 
   National Socialism.  Trans. Leila Vennewitz.  New York:  Holt, Rinehart 
   and Winston, 1966.  Bur.  D762.5  .N613. 
 
22. M 11/16 Fascism and Culture 
 
 Article: George L. Mosse, "Fascism and the Intellectuals"  Book of Articles, 
   pp. 171 – 184. 
 
 Books: Ignazio Silone, Bread and Wine.  Trans. Gwenda Davis and Eric 
   Mosbacher.  New York: Harper and Brothers, 1937.  Bur. 
   PQ 4841 .I4 P33 1937. 
 
   Hans Fallada, Little Man, What Now?  Trans. Eric Sutton.  New York: 
   Simon and Schuster, 1933.  Bur. PT2607  .I6 K613 1933. 
 
23. Th 11/19 Cinematic Views of Fascism 
 
    Interpretive Essays are due. 
 [Viewings to be arranged] 
24. M 11/23 Cinematic Views of Fascism 
 
 [Viewings to be arranged] 
 
 Th 11/26 No class meeting.  Thanksgiving recess. 
 



25. M 11/30 Class Presentations (1) 
 
    Revised Essays are due. 
 
26. Th 12/3 Class Presentations (2) 
 
27. M 12/7 Class Presentations (3) 
 
28. Th 12/10 Class Presentations (4) 


