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Several hearing-impaired University
of California-Berkeley (Berkeley, CA)
and University of California-Davis
(Davis, CA) students have filed a lawsuit
against the University of California sys-
tem, saying that they have not been pro-
vided adequate services. The university
has denied the allegations included in
the lawsuit filed earlier this month.
UC maintains it is in full compliance
with state regulations. University
spokeswoman Mary Spletter said
UC will be examining its policies.
She declined to comment on when
the investigation will take place.

Lawyers for New York Univer-
sity (New York, NY) filed a motion
earlier this month requesting that
the University’s name be stricken
from public legal documents nam-
ing it in a $20 million sexual assault
lawsuit, court records showed.
NYU’s attorneys filed a motion two
weeks ago arguing that the Univer-
sity should be referred to as “Anony-
mous”in all public court documents
to shield it from negative publicity
surrounding the suit. The motion
stated that because a judge allowed
the plaintiff, a female student who
was sexually assaulted in a dormi-
tory bathroom to proceed anony-
mously for privacy reasons, the
University should be able to do so
as well. If a judge grants NYU’s
motion, all public court records will
refer to the lawsuit as “Anonymous
v. Anonymous.”

A University of Florida
(Gainesville, FL) adjunct professor
was found dead Friday in her
Gainesville apartment, apparently
beaten to death with a baseball bat.
Her 18-year-old adopted son,
Gainesville High senior Tavares Eu-
gene Williams, was arrested late Fri-
day and charged with the murder of
Barbara Roth, a member of the Po-
litical Science Department. Accord-
ing to an arrest report, Roth was
dead on arrival and appeared to
have trauma to her head and side of
her face. After being charged with
murder and hearing his Miranda
rights, Williams admitted to detec-
tives that he struck Roth in the head
three times with a baseball bat.

American spirit enervates strongest union ever, says Bush

By Amber Shaw
Copy/Layout Editor

The successful war on terror-
ism and an improving economy
contributed to President George
Bush’s statement that the state of
the union has “never been stron-
ger.” The hour-long State of the
Union address Tuesday night cel-
ebrated America’s efforts to eradi-
cate terrorism and the increased
patriotic spirit embraced by the
country after the September 11 at-
tacks. Bush’s three goals of win-
ning the war, protecting freedom,
and reviving the economy were all
addressed and emphasized through-
out the speech.

A decisive victory over terrorism
consumed a majority of Bush’s ad-
dress.. Hamid Karzai, interim leader
of Afghanistan, and Sima Samar, Af-
ghan Minister of Women’s Affairs,
were present in the audience and
recognized for advancing the eradi-
cation of Al Qaeda and the Taliban
within the Middle East. Though
Bush enforced that the war on ter-
ror was only just beginning, his
opinion on the destruction of both
the terrorist camps and the general
Al Qaeda network were positive.
Iraq, another problematic nation
for the United States, was men-
tioned as a deterrent to the elimi-
nation of terrorists. An elaborate
missile system to protect the U.S.
and its allies was cited as one solu-

tion to homeland defense.

Heart-warming stories of a boy
leaving his football at Ground Zero
in New York for his lost father be-
cause “he didn’t want to play foot-
ball again until it could be with his
dad” and a soldier’s widow who said
“semper fi my dear” at his memo-
rial service dotted the address
showing the more humanistic side
of the war. The two female flight
attendants who restrained at-
tempted shoe-bomber Richard
Reid on board the American Air-
lines flight last month were also ac-
knowledged.

The economy and the current
recession were also discussed. Bush
stated that economic security and
a smaller deficit are possible as long
as Congress acts responsibly and
watches spending. “Every American
should have the dignity of a job,”
said Bush of his plan to decrease
unemployment. Stable social secu-
rity to benefit young workers’ retire-
ment accounts as well as a patients’
bill of rights, including coverage of
prescription drugs, also supple-
mented the domestic agenda. A call
for increased unemployment ben-
efits, healthcare benefits, and in-
creased education spending also
strengthened Bush’s commitment to
domestic prosperity.

Bush urged a bipartisan move-
ment toward reaching all of the goals
he discussed in his address. He
pleaded for homeland security

Tennessee-based singer/songwriter Jennifer Daniels performed at Java
City Wednesday, January 23. Rhodes Activities Board sponsored the
event as part of their coffee house series.
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through tracking U.S. visitors, combat-
ing illegal drugs, and doubling spend-
ing on intelligence and military
protection. “Do not act as a Republi-
can, not as a Democrat, but as an
American.” Bush implored Congress.
Time and distance, he stated, will not
make America safer unless we take ac-
tion.

To complete the speech, Bush ac-
knowledged his wife Laura for the
strength she has provided him as well
as the country in this difficult’ time.
With an air of humility, Mrs. Bush

mouthed “you didn’t have to do that,”
as she stood up graciously to be rec-
ognized. Such a statement embodied
the theme of the evening: Americans
performing actions that they did not
have to do, but did in the spirit of en-
during freedom. This spirit was re-
flected in a proposal for all Americans
to complete 4000 hours of service to
their neighbors or their country
within their lifetime. Selfless acts
serve goals larger than the indi-
vidual, said Bush, and Americans
must not let that opportunitypass.

Rhodes Activities Board announces spring semester events

By Georgianna Bowersox
Staff Writer

With the start of spring semes-
ter, several thoughts come to mind
for a Rhodes student: chiefly, Rites
of Spring. While this well-known
and certainly well-attended event
is surely not to be overlooked,
Rhodes Activities Board has sev-
eral other events planned to ease
students into the new year.

The first campus-wide event
already under way is a fight-to-
the-death race also known as As-
sassins. Employing “creative
killing,” RAB Chair Megan

Gaylord has undertaken this

project as a new addition to spring
activities, hopefully to be contin-
ued in the future. “It’s a sort of
make-your-own bomb game in
which people can get ‘killed” with
peanuts or even a banana,” says
Gaylord. Signups are currently tak-
ing place, and, to inspire students
to join the fun, a prize is offered for
the last assassin standing. ‘
For those who prefer less inten-
sive activities, RAB has booked the
well-known comedy troupe Second
City. Based in Chicago, Second City
has served as a launching pad for
several Saturday Night Live come-
dians such as Bill Murray and John

Candy. Scheduled for February 16,
this is an opportunity to see future
stars in action, an event no comedy-
lover should pass up.

Also planned for the month of
February is the annual Faculty/Staff
Dessert Cookoff on February 7 and
Valentine’s Day in the Rat. Claims
Gaylord, “It’s a time when the Rat
will actually serve good food for
once.” Students with or without a
sweetheart are invited to enjoy this
gourmet meal served by candlelight.

With the onslaught of midterms
in March, students will have a
chance to enjoy the yearly Battle of
the Bands wherein participating

groups contend for titles of Critic’s
Choice and People’s Choice. This
year, however, is unique in the re-
spect that new provisions are in
place to bring out the musically in-
clined on campus.

All bands participating are re-
quired to be at least half composed
of Rhodes students in hopes to re-
cruit homegrown talent.

See RAB,
Page 5
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The enslavement of thought in a free society

By Patrick LaRochelle

Guest Columnist

Freedom of thought is a big
deal in America. We like to chal-
lenge the religious, political, and
social orthodoxies which exert
their authority on us. Indeed, our
country began in such a way,
claiming independence from En-
glish rule. In the past century this
freedom of thought has mani-
fested itself most notably in an
intellectual self-scrutiny of
schizophrenic proportions, call-
ing into question even the most
firmly entrenched convictions of
the American mind—moral and
epistemological absolutes, the pu-
rity and superiority of democracy,
the reality of truth, and the exist-
ence and relevance of a God
whose territory seems now to
have diminished to a mere phrase,
an oft-ignored cliché on Ameri-
can coins and currency.

But has our free thought un-
wittingly sold itself into slavery?
When I came to college, I thought
education was all about seeking

the truth. I confess that now I-

Dear editor,

With a few rare exceptions, [ have
been extremely disappointed in the
food service that Aramark provides.
The Refectory and the Lynx Lair are
both difficult, and nearly impossible,
places for a vegetarian to eat. Veg-
etarian dishes seem to be a second-
ary concern to having multiple meat
dishes at every meal. Vegetarian
dishes, both entrees and side dishes,
should be given first priority when
designating a menu.

Vegetarians are vegetarians for a
variety of reasons. Some believe that
meat production is cruel to animals,
and that group has volumes of evi-
dence to support their claims. Some
people are vegetarians due to health
reasons, and that group has valid
claims as well. The higher on the
food chain an organism is, the more
it will concentrate chemicals in tis-
sue. For instance, a school of fish is
poisoned with a non-lethal dose of
mercury. When a shark or tuna eats
hundreds of the smaller fish, the mer-
cury from the smaller fish transfers
to the larger one. A significant por-
tion of the mercury, a poison, re-
mains in the larger fish. For this

have my doubts. Have we sold
out? Have we become the very
fundamentalist bigots that we are
so fond of condemning? Maybe
we need to do a little soul-search-
ing here at Rhodes College.

* Dr. Craig Blomberg, who
spoke this weekend on the histori-
cal reliability of the New Testa-
ment, mentioned something that
his college religion professor had
said in class one day. The profes-
sor, with utmost seriousness,
stated: “You cannot be a Christian
fundamentalist without forfeiting
your intellectual integrity.” Dr.
Blomberg decided to check out
that claim. Now he is one of the
many intellectuals who prove that
man wrong.

That is not to say that if you
look into the evidence you will im-
mediately become a Christian. Far
from it. However, let me ask you
a question: Have you ever read a
scholarly work on the evidence for
Christianity by an expert who ac-
tually believes that Christianity is
true? Did you even know that not
all Christians embrace the Bible
with “blind faith,” that not all

churchgoers reject reason and evi-
dence?

My contention is that the Bible
is now the object of a new ortho-
doxy, and not—may I state
clearly—a Christian orthodoxy.
Instead, it seems that almost all
secular (and sadly even church-af-
filiated) colleges and universities
teach an extremely one-sided and
myopic perspective on the Bible, a
perspective that completely denies
a wealth of recent scholarship. Ask
those who heard Craig Blomberg.
I think they will probably tell you
that there is more evidence for
Christianity than they formerly
thought.

I want to emphasize that this is
not a call for Rhodes. College to
commit intellectual suicide. On the
contrary, I would submit that we—
and not just us, but many colleges
and universities—are actually on
the brink of intellectual suicide al-
ready. Are we really thinking freely
about religion, and more specifi-
cally, about Christianity? Or are we
enslaved to an orthodoxy, whose
ideology has insidiously placed
some subjects and some bodies of

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

reason, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration has recommended that preg-
nant women not eat fish more than
once a week. People who choose to
eat meat are similarly concentrating
poisons in their bodies, just as the
animal they are eating did. Others

choose to be vegetarians for environ--

mental reasons, the environmental
impact of eating meat from an indus-
trial standpoint being significant.
Why should vegetarian dishes be
given a priority? People who eat meat
can, and often do, eat vegetarian
dishes, but the converse is not true. If
there are only two vegetarians eating
at the Refectory every day, vegetarian
dishes should still be given priority. I
do not know of one person who has a
problem not eating meat in every dish.
Servery B is not an acceptable
place to stop with the vegetarian
dishes. For instance, this servery is not
open on the weekend, and the Servery
A menu becomes even more limited.
Are vegetarians not supposed to eat
on the weekend? Last time [ checked,
I got just as hungry on Saturday as on
Tuesday. Additionally, the same dishes
are served at both lunch and dinner,
making it difficult for vegetarians to
maintain a balanced diet. The dishes

in Servery B also often contain meat,
including the pasta and the pizza
(where meat is often covered by
cheese). The oriental line almost al-
ways has meat in it, and when it does
not contain meat as the main compo-
nent, it often has meat broth in it.

On January 15, the Refectory was
serving pesto lasagna at lunch. An in-
dividual in front of me asked if the la-
sagna was vegetarian and the server
replied that it was. When we got to the
table, we discovered shrimp in the dish.
People have the right to know what
they are eating. This might not be a
big deal to the average Rhodes student,
but could be possibly deadly for some-
one with a shellfish allergy, for instance,
and it is also offensive to a vegetarian.
I talked to a manager twice. Only after
showing him a shrimp was I able to
confirm that the lasagna was seafood
lasagna, and the lasagna was switched.

Given the state of food service for
vegetarians at Rhodes, I would like to
make the following requests:

1. Vegetarian food is given a pri-
ority in planning the menu in both the
Refectory and Lynx Lair.

2. Alist of ingredients is provided
for every dish.

3. Hot vegetarian food is served at

evidence off limits to free thought?
Are we afraid to think freely about
Jesus today?

Here is a profound thought: Is
rebellion still rebellion if it has be-
come the normal thing to do? I
would submit that it has become
too cool to be a rebel these days,
at least in the ordinary sense of the
word. Maybe the call of bravery is
now different than we think.
Maybe retro pants and marijuana
with a little Darwin and Derrida
thrown in have become the status
quo. So here is my challenge: Be a
genuine rebel. Give Jesus the in-
tellectual respect that he deserves.
I triple-dog-dare you.

Frankly, Jesus was a terrifying
man. He was not just some itin-
erant coiner of aphorisms and
proverbs that made people feel all
warm and fuzzy. Anyone who
thinks that obviously has not read
the New Testament lately. Jesus
Christ was a wee bit more
hardcore than that. Yes, he was a
man who healed. But he also said:
“Go and sin no more.” And that, [
would submit, is a very scary thing
to hear at a college campus.

every meal in both the Refectory and
the Lynx Lair.

4. Vegan options are served at
every meal.

5. Soymilk is added to the bev-
erage choices.

6. Servers are informed if a dish
contains meat, including all fish,
shellfish, and mussels, and animal
products.

7. All cooked and processed
food is given a label indicating
whether it is vegan, vegetarian, or
contains meat. For instance, raw
apples need not be labeled, but rice
does, as it can be prepared in meat
broth.

8. A representative of Aramark
joins the Rhodes Planning Coopera-
tive in order to allow for student,
faculty, and administrative commu-
nication and coordination in veg-
etarian and environmental concerns
surrounding Aramark.

Sincerely,
Joshua Low

Editor’s note: Tim
VanderMeersch of Rhodes Dining
Services has agreed to meet with
Joshua regarding his conerns.
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Responsibility to Civil Rights continues

KaTIE FRANKLIN
Move it people

istory of the American

and |
South with Dr. Huebner.

On the anniversary of Martin
Luther King, Jr.s birthday, NAACP
legend Julian Bond came to
Rhodes College. Ileft his program
with a deep desire that I could
have lived during the Civil Rights
struggle of the 1960s so that I
could have been a part of that
movement. [ called my parents
that night and told them I wanted
to join the NAACP and work for

that organization when I got out,

of college, and they, as expected,
nodded in support without saying
too much of anything else.

Well, since January of 2000 I

have been on a sort of mini-quest,
more of an inside journey than an
outside journey, to figure out what
I can do to help assuage the “race
problem,” as it has become to be
What I have

[ am a part

known, in Ameﬁca
come to realize is tl
/"'wement,

celebrated annually at this season
and is usually accompanied with
programs and speeches, pictures of
Dr. King, and a general renewed
sense of struggle for the African-
American community. In the past
two years Rhodes has provided an
excellent program to celebrate
King’s life with such powerful ora-
tors as Julian Bond and Michael Eric
Dyson. Personally, I have found this
annual program to be the most well
funded event on Rhodes campus
throughout the entire scholastic
year.

Photographer Ernest Withers
was the honored guest of the
evening for this year’s celebration,

and while his message about King
was somewhat lacking, his photo-
graphs spoke louder than words.
What struck me most about the pro-
gram, however, was the reminder
that this event warrants the annual
dark faces in the
I do not even

occasion of more
audience than light.
want to think about how many were
bribed to attend by some promise
i redit from a professor, so

that aside I will just say that
ddenly seemed to be a-com-
parable ratio of non-white to white
students on Rhodes carapus (you
know, like they show on the
website).

Did this mean that Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day is only of im-
portance to the non-white portion
of our society? Do we celebrate the
life of Martin Luther King, Jr. as
something of the past, and as some
dream that is exclusive to a single
race?

Indeed, America has come a
long way since the 1950s and ‘60s in
race relations. We no longer have
separate public restrooms for “col-
ored” and “white;” we no longer at-
tend officially segregated schools;
and we will occasionally sanction

the union of a couple that is bira-
cial. While these developments
seem concrete and permanent for
our generation, it is a fact that they
are relatively recent phenomena. A
movement for Civil Rights did not
instantaneously erupt in 1954 — it
had been an ongoing struggle since
African slaves stepped foot
on North American soil.

the day

The dream that Dr. King spoke
f was not exclusive to his genera-
tion, but was the dream of genera-
tions before him and generations
after him. The fact is that although
America today does not have offi-
cially segregated puplic areas and
officially segregated schools, our so-
ciety is still segregated. We still sit
in clumps of black and clumps of
white in public places. We still at-
tend public schools that are com-
posed primarily of students of our
individual race. We are so obviously
not finished with the struggle for
racial equality, and yet we have al-
lowed it to plateau.

In his “Letter from a Birming-
ham Jail,” Dr. King wrote in 1963, “I
have almost reached the regrettable
conclusion that the Negro’s great
stumbling block in the stride toward

freedom is not the...Ku Klux
Klanner, but the white moderate
who...prefers a negative peace
which is the absence of tension to a
positive peace which is the presence
of justice...” King’s message here
cannot be watered down to suit the
agenda of our indifferent genera-
tion.

The movement for civil
.’ji’(‘ cl(w}l €

can be achieved thro ”"’1 the efforts

of one half of the

by each ut us, Dlm k and white. In
2002, I am a part of the Civil Rights
Movement. In my personal jour-
ney, I have learned that as a
caucasian member of humanity, it
is my duty to remember daily the
dream we commemorate each year
and actively pursue it.

Our government can only do
so much in helping to ameliorate
the pangs of past discrimination;
our community organizations can
only superficially integrate our
children and our cultures. The re-
sponsibility ultimately rests with
each of us, as individuals, to main-
tain the daily struggle toward
equal justice for all.

The American family can still be saved

CHAD JONES
Speed Racer |

“I'm a single dad. I have cus-
tody of my son, and I haven’t re-
ceived one cent from the mother.
Do I care? No, because I love my
child. He didn’t ask to be born, so
I will take care of him and provide
for him to the best of my ability.
Everything I do for him is from
love. He is a very happy child. Pa-
rental greed distorts the confi-
dence of the child.”

This quote appeared in a
reader-submitted opinion column
in The Charleston Daily Mail (my
home newspaper) in the last week.
While many of the snippets in the
forum are humorous or random,
there are a few, like this one, that
merit additional consideration.

I applaud this man for his
commitment to his son and his

willingness to provide loving care
in spite of not receiving support
from the mother (a quick dis-
claimer: I use the genders as they
appear in the article, though it
seems more frequent that the sexes
are reversed in most of these same
situations). Moreover, I am
amazed how he neither resents his
role nor the mother’s abandon-
ment. Clearly, this man feels
something unique towards his
child—a bond, as it were, that is
conspicuously absent in many
families.

This paternal bond is some-
thing extraordinarily special, and
I believe this man to be right-on
with his sentiments regarding a
parent’s implicit love for his or her
child. Too often, it seems, the
“family” deteriorates into a house
of self-serving individuals. Evi-
dence to support this claim is
plentiful: radio ads for divorce
lawyers, billboards encouraging
women to seek refuge from do-
mestic violence, and programs to
steer young children away from

drugs, to list only a very few.
Though I could (and would) never
make the claim that “things are
worse now than they once were,” I
certainly believe that ANY disso-
lution of the family is too much.
So what is the cause of this dis-
banding? The answer, I think, is
simple enough while still being
difficult to believe: dissolution in
the parent’s family. People thirst
for life and would crawl through
the desert for even a sip of it.
However, when there is no water,
they will drink anything that fs
offered to them instead, for they
know no better. Remarkably, most
children grow up and act towards
their own progeny as their parents
did to them. Why? Because that
is the only way they know. This is
how we observe generational pat-
terns of domestic violence, apathy
towards family, and abandonment.
Like a drug dependence, this
problem is hard to resolve. The
remedy lies in stopping the mali-
cious cycle and casting its revolu-
tion in a new direction. In a sense,

that is what this man is trying to
do for his son. This is effective
because good patterns are per-
petuated just as the bad.

It is in this way that the role of
the family in a child’s development
is iiber important. In the region
where I grew up, it was not neces-
sarily the best-funded schools that
produced the best students. Rather,
the schools with the most parent in-
teraction shaped the brightgst chil-
dren. Reading to the kids, helping
out in the classroom, and serving as
a mentor are critical for the enrich-
ment of the children. Obviously the
man is right: a parent’s persistent
love and attention makes a “very
happy child” I add to this that very
happy children grow into very
happy parents.

I also think that he is correct
when he says that, “parental greed
distorts the confidence of the child.”
Growth, on all levels, requires a nu-
tritive learning that is only achiev-
able through some degree of
assertive confidence. Imagine, for a
moment, that no one thought you

were worth even a smile, let alone
encouragement. I dare say that un-
der these conditions, most of us
would either turn our tails and flee
or writhe in a pit of self-despair.
This is a very unhappy life, indeed.

I dare say that most of us at
Rhodes grew up as happy children
in supportive homes. Therefore, it
becomes easy for us to hold this
man’s story at arm’s length, saying
“yeah...yeah...yep...yeah...NEXT”
However, it should not be dismissed,
for his thoughts are not limited to
the sphere of the parent-child, but
also to that of friend-friend. When
you take the risk of making a friend
or falling in love, you assume the
same responsibilities that the man
did when he fathered a child.

Take care of your relationships
and provide for them to the best of
your ability. Greed destroys these
relationships, confidence builds
them. Remember that the things
you oughtto do are rarely the things
that you haveto do. Someday, if not
already, the circle will come back
around to you, too.


















