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Reserve tickets @ queerprom.org

Let us welcome you.
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Focus ® Mid-South  is all about LGBT + people and their allies… their work, play, 
families, creativity, style, health and wealth, bodies and souls. Our focus is on you.

Focus ® Mid-South  is published bi-monthly and distributed free throughout the 
greater Mid-South area. Focus  reserves the right to refuse to sell space for any 
advertisement the sta� deems inappropriate for the publication. Press releases 
must be received by the �rst of the month for the following issue. All content of 
this magazine, including and without limitation to the design, advertisements, 
art, photos and editorial content, as well as the selection, coordination and 
arrangement thereof, is Copyright ©2021, Focus ® Mid-South . All Rights Reserved. 
No portion of this magazine may be copied or reprinted without the express 
written permission of the publisher. For a full list of our editorial and advertising 
policies, please visit focuslgbt.com/policies .

PICK UP + GIVE FOCUS
Pick up  a copy of Focus ® Mid-South  at locations near you. Check out focuslgbt.com  
for the most up-to-date list of spots where the magazine is distributed. Want to 
carry Focus ® Mid-South ? Call us at 901.800.1172 or email info@focuslgbt.com.

Give  a subscription to someone, or treat yourself. Yearly subscriptions are $25; 
subscribe on focuslgbt.com .

Focus ® Mid-South Magazine  is published by 
Ray Rico Freelance, LLC
2294 Young Avenue  
Memphis, TN, 38104
focuslgbt.com

Let’s be friends. Tag us! 
	 Facebook:  focusmidsouth 

 	 Tw itter : @focusmidsouth, #focusmidsouth #focusmemphis

 	 Instagram: 	@focusmidsouth, #focusmidsouth #focusmemphis

Certifying LGBT Businesses.
Connecting Our Communities.

Proud Member

BE PART OF THE SEPTEMBER+OCTOBER ISSUE

Submit story ideas: editor@ focuslgbt .com.
Editorial submission deadline: August 5, 2022

Advertising inquiries: sales@focuslgbt .com.
Ad space reservation due: August 5, 2022

NERDS+QUEERNESS
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Star McGill
GOUDEY
Artist and writer Star McGill Goudey 
has been creating for nearly her entire 
life.  Since 2013, Goudey has lived in her 
Dresden, TN home that she shares with 
her husband and daughter, along with 
numerous horses, dogs, chickens, ducks, 
and cats. As a bisexual in a rural area 
she is always looking for ways to �nd 
community and help others do the same. 

Robin 
BEAUDOIN OWNBY
Robin is a lifelong Memphian 
by choice. She received 
a B.F.A. from Memphis 
College of Art and studied 
Special Ed at the Univ. of 
Memphis. She enjoys time 
with her husband and two 
teenagers.

We rely on community contributors for Focus  magazine news and stories. 
A huge thanks to these dedicated writers!

FEATURED WRITERS IN THIS ISSUE

CONTRIBUTORS
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Vincent
ASTOR 
Vincent was asked how he 
became Memphis’ uno�cial 
gay historian. He always 
responds, “I’m the original 
queen who remembers too 
much.”

Chris 
REEDER YOUNG 
Chris is an applied 
anthropologist and has lived 
in Memphis for 16 years.

Moth Moth 
MOTH 
Moth Moth Moth is a Drag 
Queen, Writer and Visual 
Artist from Memphis, TN 
where they host drag shows, 
contract for museums, and 
secretly write short stories 
about mastodons while 
cuddling with four cats.

Other Contributors
Chellie Bowman

Anthony Hardaway
Tevin Mathew 

Minnassa
Ray Rico

Have a story that needs to be told? Pitch your story ideas to editor@focuslgbt.com

http://focuslgbt.com
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themetheme

“Not having found love 
and �nding love are wholly 
incommensurable conditions, 
yet you can cross from one to 
the other in a single day.” 
- Kathryn Schulz, Lost & Found: A Memoir

"Red Speedo. High Heart Rate" 
Acrylic on canvas, 11.5" x 14" 

by Moth Moth Moth
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Dear Allie,

I recently ended a 6 year relationship. Things were 
never quite right and I couldn’t take the next step. 
Through the pandemic I spent months isolated and 
during that time I found a good therapist to work 
on myself with. The short story is that I realized and 
embraced that I am gay. I broke up with my girlfriend 
and we are working on staying friends. I don’t know 
how to date gay men! So much of what I know is 
based on straight relationships and that doesn't 
seem to apply here. Or does it? I know how to use 
dating apps and the local gay bar o�ers chances to 
meet new people but I’m feeling so stressed! I have 
recently developed a core group of really great gay 
friends and we have all done a lot of talking about 
dating. I want to gather more perspectives. Do you 
have any tips about dating?

Yours,
Gay Dating Newb 

life

8    Sex+Love   |  focuslgbt.com

Dear
A llie ...

I'm new to gay dating!
by Star McGill Goudey

Prostock-studio /Shutterstock

http://focuslgbt.com


De� GDN,
Thank you for reaching out! I am so happy for you! You 

are out learning about and becoming your truest self! 
Dating is always challenging, and so is learning something 
new at �rst. I applaud you too, for seeking out more 
information. It's a trait that will be appreciated by the right 
partner as well! See? You are already o� to a great start! 
Please don’t feel alone in recognizing how stressful dating 
was becoming for you. Dating can become all consuming 
and overwhelming. It requires much of our time, emotion, 
and thought. I have some tips I think may help. 

First, it helps to think about how queer people usually 
date from a much smaller pool than the straight people 
around us. So we can often end up dating friends, and 
friends of friends, exes of friends, and staying friends with 
those we have dated. This is why it is important to always 
conduct yourself with honesty and empathy and have 
a good knowledge of yourself, are healing any traumas, 
and know how to put solid healthy boundaries in place. 
Because it takes those traits to function in a healthy way in 
a community.  From your letter, it sounds like you are well 
into the self-knowledge journey.

Another one of the challenges of LGBTQ+ dating, 
especially if you are a late-in-lifer, is that growing up most 
of us were surrounded by our straight peers and family 
members who modeled dating and relationship behaviors. 
Although those may not have been healthy relationships, 
they were at least visible to us in ways queer relationships 
were not. Most likely there were very clear cut gender roles 
which actually aren’t required in relationships. We need to 
pay attention to the messages that we have internalized 
and see if they serve who we are now. 

Many of us have had straight relationships that haven't 
been quite right, although we couldn't yet identify why. It 
can make for a rather unbalanced and possibly unhealthy 
view of what partnering is. I feel it’s very important to 
not try to �t your relationship into a heteronormative 
model, as you have experienced.Your relationships can be 
and look like whatever works for you. Maybe it is poly or 
monogamous, or goes through seasons of both. Maybe 
it is a casual relationship, or maybe it is serious. As long 
as all parties are enthusiastically on board then it can be 
anything that works best to meet all needs. 
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Openness and vulnerability can be a challenge. Often, 
if we were raised in the closet or with shaming and 
expectations about our sexuality it can cause us to be 
uncomfortable with intimacy. This may not be true for you, 
but it may be true for someone you are dating. If so, it’s 
going to require compassion and understanding from you, 
so that you are able to be supportive.

Dating apps are a great tool! I suggest verifying that the 
apps you are using focus on the kind of interaction you 
are looking for. Some are known to be more of a one night 
stand arrangement maker and if you are looking for a long 
term relationship that may not be the best place to look. 
Also, be honest in your pro�le!  Many try to doctor their 
pro�le to make it seem more appealing. It can turn out to 
be a waste of time as you may match with someone who 
doesn’t truly share any connection points with you.

You can try meeting prospective partners over a video 
chat �rst. This eliminates the awkward �rst time meeting 
up for drinks that might lead to dinner, might last all night…
or might feel totally wrong and have you looking for a 
polite exit from the get-go. If you are both more relaxed 
and in a low-pressure video chat, the two of you can make 
more plans to meet in person, or to sign o� early without 
wasting anyone's money or emotions.

If you meet over a video chat and it goes well, make 
plans to meet for some kind of beverage. Pick somewhere 
that isn’t so busy and loud that you can’t hear each other 
clearly, but also not so small and quiet that the intimacy 
feels awkward with someone new. Hopefully, you two 
managed to talk about some things in video chat you can 
continue in person. If all else fails, discuss the drink menu 
and location! 

Above all, try to enjoy the process! Don’t see it as an end 
game goal of a serious relationship or marriage. Enjoy the 
new discoveries you will make about your likes and dislikes 
along the way. I hope I have given you some ways to relax, 
just a little. Good luck out there! Somehow I just know you 
will be awesome and �nd the relationship of your dreams!

Your friend,

Allie

To submit your own question, email Allie at 
allie@focuslgbt.com. Focus Mid-South reserves the right to edit letters for length and clarity.
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Get all your LGBT+ content online at focuslgbt.com
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July 1st 1994. 
Crystal Jo Casino steps 

into a spot on a club �oor. 
The distorted stringy 
harpsichord sound of Cher’s 
“I’ve Found Someone” 
pours from an unseen 
speaker. Leather jacket, 
French cut leotard, and 
�shnet tights. A sailor’s hat 
is perched upon a storm of 
luxuriant Reba Mccentire 
red hair. She is a pinup that 
came to life and walked 
out of a locker. Even the 
way she holds her ankles is 
elegant. Clad in sparkling 
black boots, CJ glides from 
person to person in the bar. 
Gently taking dollars into 
one hand and the patron in 
her arm. A kiss on the cheek 
before she saunters over to 
the next friend. 

There is a warmth in the 
way Crystal Jo holds the 
stage. In a time when so 
many found it repulsive to 
touch gay people, here is 
this brilliant drag queen in 
Memphis who’s embrace 
leaves a lasting mark on the 
spirit. 

In old tales, a fairy or an 
angel may kiss someone on 
the cheek to bestow upon 
them a blessing or a bit of 
fortune. I think Crystal Jo’s 
kisses may have buoyed the 
spirits of many who turned 
their eyes to the dance �oor 
when the drag show began. 

lgbt advocate

A Kiss
From 
Crystal Jo 
Casino

by Moth Moth Moth 

photos courtesy of Crystal Jo



We are in the gay 90’s, 
but still in the �res of the 
AIDS Crisis and facing a 
slate of legislative action 
hostile to the queer 
imagination and body. The 
LGBT community is thriving 
through community events 
and the many clubs present. 
People still look back on this 
as a golden era for drag in 
Memphis. Many entertainers 
like Kirby Kinkade, Jo Ann, 
Vonna, Fantasia Bordeaux, 
Roxie Blue, Sofonda Peters, 
Amber Starr, Beverly Hillz, 
and many many more 
were creating culture and 
imagination through their 
expressive and varied drag 
styles. 

Crystal Jo was the inventor 
of the Hot Cool Girl drag that 
is still popular in Memphis 
today. Without knowing it, 
entertainers like La Mixsi, 
an up-and-coming star, are 
part of a tradition of brave, 
soulful and kind drag artists 
that break the mold while 
maintaining the beauty. 

Crystal Jo truly wrote the 
cookbook on how to wear a 
leather jacket and some red 
lipstick with intent to set the 
world on �re. 

In her own words Crystal 
Jo recounted to me some 
of her favorite stories from 
a career steeped in beauty, 
mystery, and a lotta fun. 

“I started doing drag in 
1987. Climbing over the back 
fence to get into George’s. 
Melissa Mason, Evelyn 
Cooper, Sable Star, and 
Roxie Blue were all the main 
performers then and I loved, 
just loved it.” 

Crystal Jo had originally 
found out about the many 
gay clubs of Memphis 
through the book clubs 
near the airport back in 
the day, a place where 
everyone would buy their 
magazines and sometimes 
exchange knowledge. After 
meeting a new friend there, 
young Crystal was escorted 
to an apartment where 
Beverly Hillz prepared for a 
drag show.  

“Beverly Hillz was the 
�rst drag queen I’d ever 
met. That night we went 
to George’s and the girls 
had a kitty pool �lled with 
chocolate pudding set 
up. They were wrestling 
and throwing pudding on 
everybody—it was a time!” 

“Back then we didn’t 
have the makeup that 
y’all have today. Jo Ann 
would come in and her 
makeup would consist of 
baseline press powder that 
she used for foundation, 
eyeliner, and one shade 
of eyeshadow. She did 
a fabulous Diana Ross. 
All she had was eyeliner, 
lipstick, and a little 
eyeshadow and you would 
swear it was Diana. Then, 
she would take it all o� 
and turn around and do 
Micheal Jackson for her 
next number.” 

Crystal Jo is a history 
maker in the drag 
community. The �rst time 
a drag queen graced 
a mainstream stage in 
Memphis was during a KISS 
concert at the Mid-South 
Coliseum when Crystal and 
her friend Hatti McDaniels 
were scouted to appear on 
stage with the members of 
the band. 

To think Crystal Jo could 
have been Gene Simmons’ 
wife in a di�erent life. 

“Gene Simmons scared 
the hell out of us. We didn’t 
know what to expect. We 

were young drag queens 
way out of our element. 
We were scared to death. 
They sent a limo to our 
house and gave us our own 
dressing room. When we 
were ready we came out to 
the side stage before the 
show. And Gene wants to 
take a picture with the three 
of us. And he has his arms 
around our waists. Right 
before we take the picture 
Gene Simmons picks Hatti 
up and kisses her and sits 
her down and then picks me 
up and kisses me and the 
picture was taken with our 
bewildered expressions. We 
didn’t know what to think!!!” 

“And be sure to write that 
Gene Simmons kissed me. 
Now put that in your drag 
pipe and smoke it!” 

“We also appeared in 
TV commercials. We did 
several commercials for a 
boutique that aired during 
Jerry Springer, my mama’s 
favorite show oh no.” 

You can catch Crystal Jo 
Casino performing to this 
day at Dru’s Place and other 
venues across the Memphis 
area.
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community

by Moth Moth Moth 

You are the result of love. 

Incredible, chaotic, marvelous, intrepid love. The love of a billion years. 

This month Focus encourages you to focus on love. Also sex. And relationships! 
Whether you’re an asexual guitar player into solo tantric masturbation or a 
gorgeous thruple with �uid gender expressions–we see all of you! 

Keep in mind that safe sex is fun sex so always make sure the sling is bolted 
SECURELY INTO THE SUSPENSION POINT! 

And remember that if you and your partner(s) communicate your needs and 
boundaries clearly and honestly then there is a great chance you will walk away 
happy, ful�lled, and supported —and with a limp, given any luck. 

Sometimes love is about growing the relationship you have with yourself. We 
start at the skin but we go so much deeper. People are in�nite on the inside. You 
should meet some of the power bottoms I know. 

But maybe your parents didn’t give a damn about you. Maybe you are more of 
a lone wolf. Maybe you are just crabby and need to eat. And if so, we want you to 
still know that you are a product of deep and ancient powerful love. 

There was a time when asteroids pelted the moon and earth for millennia. The 
moon spilled material onto the earth. All of the planets have shared material. The 
chemicals and circumstances of your body are remarkable. So, love it as such. 

Make time in your life of hustling to love your people, and to love yourself. As 
much as you can.

MOTHIE’S NOTE: 

Love Brought
You Here
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Sexual Health Accessibility 
with OUTMemphis 

health+wellness

I recently met with Jessie Claudio, Senior Manager of Health Services at OUTMemphis and took a tour of the newly 
remodeled community center on Cooper Street. Apart from getting a comprehensive overview of their sexual health 
services—which we will detail below—what stood out the most to me was their dedication to supporting and connecting 
with folks that often fall through the cracks. Here’s eight pieces of important information you should know about how 
OUTMemphis is working to make sexual health more accessible for everyone in the community:

by Chellie Bowman

1	 HIV testing takes place after normal business 
hours, Monday through Wednesday 6 to 9pm, no 
appointment is necessary and no ID required. 

2 	 There’s continued support after diagnosis or 
consultation, until you are connected with a medical 
provider. That goes for HIV testing, PEP & PrEP 
access, and gender-a�rming hormone therapy. 

3 	 Intake forms use community-based language and 
services are in both English and Spanish. 

4 	 The waiting room and Health O�ce at the center 
have been arranged and decorated to be warm 
and inviting—the opposite of cold (and often 
judgmental) medical spaces.

5 	 There are  free at-home testing kits for folks that 
need it. 

6 	 They understand that there is a lot of mistrust of 
the healthcare system so they have been working to 
build rapport in the community, showing up to clubs 
and other gay spaces to reach people who often get 
left out of the equation.

7	 They recognize that HIV research and grants are 
largely centered around gay and bi men of color, 
as well as transwomen and are looking to help �ll 
in the gaps with neglected populations, such as 
Black and Latina cis gender women (both straight 
and queer) who are getting diagnosed with HIV at 
disproportionately high rates.

8 	 OUTMemphis’ new Sexual Health Specialist, Jenieya 
Peterson has been working to organize events 
that are welcoming to LGBTQ+ POC. She recently 
organized a very successful La Spa Bruncheon 
event this past March in which people from the 
community were able to get together, share, engage 
in PrEP discussion, and get tested in a comfortable, 
inclusive, fun atmosphere.

Sexual Health Specialist, Jenieya Peterson 
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	FREE PrEP & PEP NAVIGATION - 1 on 
1 Support for getting medication that 
prevents HIV.

	FREE HIV Testing - A quick blood sample 
or oral swab with same day results.

	FREE In-Home HIV Test - Oral swab in 
the privacy of your own home.

	FREE Condom Packets - A variety of 
textured, �avored, and sizes of condoms 
and lube.

outmemphis.org/programs-services/sexual-heaIth

SEXUAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REVIEW

892 S. COOPER ST., MEMPHIS, TN 38104
For more information on their Sexual Health Services, contact 

Jessie Claudio at jclaudio@outmemphis.org or 
Jenieya Peterson at jpeterson@outmemphis.org.

For Trans Services, contact Alexander Hauptman 
at ahauptman@outmemphis.org.

TRANS SERVICES
@ OUTMEMPHIS

VIRTUAL-T
For anyone who identi�es as trans or GNC.
Tuesday evenings 6:00-8:00pm on Zoom.

Trans Therapy Group
For trans and GNC community members 18+.

This group provides therapeutic support as well as 
emotional regulation and coping skills.

2nd & 4th Mondays 6:30pm-8pm @ 892 Cooper.

ID Workshop & Name 
Change Fund

Name change workshop 1st and 3rd Mondays on 
Zoom. If needed, we provide �nancial assistance for 

�ling name change petitions.
Contact Alex ahauptman@outmemphis.org.

OUT MEMPHIS also o�ers free & con�dential HIV 
TESTING & PrEP NAVIGATION.
Monday & Wednesday 6-9pm.

A volunteer at the center, Victoria Coss, is in the process of creating a mural in the Health O�ce. Photo by Chellie Bowman

ii - \ 



lgbt advocate

 
CONTINUES A LEGACY

of Leather Culture with Safe, Consenting Practices
Special to Focus Mid-South. Photos courtesy of Sir Den
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HOIST has been around 
for seven years. Focus had 
the pleasure of speaking 
with Boy Aaron, this year’s 
president. 

What is HOIST’s 
background?

HOIST is a leather group 
based in Memphis that 
is part of a larger body 
called the Mid-America 
Conference of Clubs 
(MACC). While the group 
has been around locally for 
the past seven years, we 
celebrate the leather culture 
that has thrived in LGBTQ+ 
spaces for decades.

Our group hosts a local 
run where it celebrates 
friendship. We also promote 
and create a community of 
leather enthusiasts which 
is a safe space for gay, 
bisexual, and trans men to 
explore their interests.
Describe the history of 
Leather in the LGBTQ+ 
Community.

Historically speaking, in 
the United States, leather 
communities began after 
WWII. It spawned after a 
large number of soldiers 
returned from war and 

attempted to create 
clubs that captured the 
brotherhood which existed 
during the war. 

Within the straight 
community, clubs like the 
Hells Angels were very 
popular and allowed for 
acceptance. On the gay 
side, various leather groups 
popped up. These leather 
groups were a safe place 
to gather, enjoy each other, 
and explore common 
interests. You might notice 
in many of the leather 
groups' logos there is 
iconography and a presence 
of military symbols. That 
comes straight from this 
military history.

During the ’60s and 
’70s, politics became more 
present in leather culture, 
where you’ll notice police 
and authority �gures 
embodied more. This is 
because during this time 
the leather tribe acted 
as radicals for protecting 
pride–they were considered 
the champions of pride. 

There have always been 
conservative elements in 
gay pride as well as radical 
movements. For example, 

throughout the ’80s and 
’90s, marriage equality 
was part of the more 
conservative side. Leather 
was more radical with their 
styles of representation.
Why is Leather essential in 
the community?

Gay men’s sexual interest 
is stigmatized. You see it 
in Memphis. You see slut 
shaming. Not just with 
women, but with men. 

You see folks who have 
harnesses or leather in 
their closets, and they feel 
sexy in them. But still, you 
won’t see them wear them 
in public even if that would 
be appropriate. You see 
men who are more like 
bears, men who might feel 
shy or feel not as outgoing 
because they feel like they 
might be rejected.

The leather community 
here at HOIST tries to be 
a home for all of that. We 
are here for folks who are 
doubly stigmatized. Gay 
men are already stigmatized 
as it is. When folks want 
to explore their likes, we 
want to be a safe place that 
allows that community for 
them without judgment.

Many members are in 
poly relationships or have 
interests in various forms 
of fetish and kink and 
they want to meet others 
like them. The leather 
community is a safe place 
where they can do so. 
Beyond that, we are also 
educators. We have a 
tradition that goes back 
many decades. We have 
accumulated knowledge 
of how to perform fetish, 
kinks, and non-traditional 
relationship types in a 
safe, sane, and consensual 
environment. That is critical 
to what we do. We want to 
be able to teach people how 
to engage in life in ways that 
are healthy for all people 
and members involved. 
Safe. Sane. Consensual.

The Leather community is 
growing.

Tell us about Sex & Love in 
the Leather Community.

Relationship types in 
the leather community are 
unique. There are di�erent 
relationship dynamics like 
Daddy/Boy or Master/Slave. 
A lot of these really come 
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out of the military as men 
conform to the roles they 
are derived from. You had 
front-line soldiers who took 
orders from o�cers. When 
the leather groups were 
created, they continued 
similar relationship forms 
because they were exciting 
and people enjoyed it. 

What developed in 
our community was the 
dynamic power fetish 
and how they relate to 
real-world relationships. 
In the straight world, you 
see manifestations of this 
with dominatrixes and 
submissives. During the 80s 
and 90s, there were types 
referred to as Master/Slave 
which now we reference as 
Daddy/Boy. 

What that speaks to is 
someone who may be a 
more submissive personality 
and would be “collared” 
by a more dominant “sir.” 
I want to emphasize that 
this is always a mutual, 
consensual relationship. 
Generally, the Sir is a 
sexual mentor who o�ers 
guidance, romance, and 
training. Over time, Leather 
families develop and 
provide guidance. The Sir 
will often have many subs, 
forming a poly relationship 
with the other subs. 

Generally, the family 
is exchanging power 
dynamics. Giving up some 
power can be highly erotic 
for both the Sir and the 
sub. It can also be a very 
therapeutic place that 
allows one to turn o� their 
brain to control a situation 
in a trusted case. It can be 
a profound experience. It 
is easy to look at the �ogs 
and whips and think it is 
abusive, but everything 
we practice is safe, sane, 
and consensual. In my 
experience, it is a form of 
healing from past traumas.

LEATHER CULTURE LINGO
Poly:  The pre�x “poly” means many, and polysexual 
individuals are attracted to people of multiple genders

IML:  Stands for International Mister Leather and is a 
national yearly competition that celebrates leather 
culture

Bears:  A bear is a larger and often hairier man who 
projects an image of rugged masculinity

Daddy/Boy:  A type of dominant/submissive relationship

Collared:  Refers to when someone wears a collar; a 
device of any material worn by a person around the 
neck to indicate they’re submissive

Daddy:  Older man sexually involved in a relationship or 
wanting sex with a younger male

Sir:  Male dominant

Boy:  Male submissive

Dom/Dominant:  Person in power, with in�uence, 
or in charge

Sub/Submissive:  Obedient or passive, person who 
yields to charge 

UPCOMING EVENTS
HOIST will be hosting the third leather contest for 

Mid-South Kink & Leather Sir in the fall. They will also be 
doing a Leather Run in October. To �nd out more about 
HOIST or the events coming up, visit hoistmemphis.org. 

Sir Den (IML—1st candidate to rep Mid-South since 
the early 90s).

ART AND LEATHER CULTURE
Artists like Tom of Finland helped to de�ne and 

shape masculinity in the gay subculture of leather 
communities. Where TOF succeeded well was 
in creating an aesthetic which called upon male 
archetypes. This was the opposite of the e�eminant gay 
man, a stereotype which misrepresented many in the 
gay male community. Through his art, TOF created a 
series of masculine images which men aspired to be, to 
dress up as, and to live up to in their own identities. 

His work became relevant during the 80s. He was in 
leather circles, worked internationally, and was the IML 
(International Mister Leather).

See more: Watch the 2017 TOF foreign �lm and read 
the TOF: The Art of Pleasure book for more history on 
his art.
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courtesy of Stephanie Norwood
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In today’s world where I am working with Prevention and Wellness, the LGBT community (and those who are perceived as 
heterosexual) are really changing the game of sex and love.

Individuals 25 years of age and younger are not using  labels such as gay, straight, bi, queer, etc. Sex is not just two (or more) 
individuals being physical and having anal, oral, and vaginal intercourse. It’s way beyond just that in 2022. 

The new generation coming up in the world is not labeling themselves at all and no longer accepts what society has deemed 
hetero or gay or normal. 

One of my younger relatives said to their parents, "I am going to love who loves me back... Period!" 
Meaning, upcoming youth and young adults of all races, creeds, cultures, and genders are not going to 
live by or conform to past doctrine and persuasion of sex, love, dating, or physical intimacy.

After COVID-19, people are saying and showing behaviors that they want MORE than just hook-ups, 
one-time social dating �ings, and let's get high and have sex. I witness, as a gatekeeper and a community 
outreach worker, people saying they would like to experience someone special and to feel like they are 
important and really wanted by the other individual. Regardless of gender! Oftentimes I now even hear the 
mature over 60 generation speaking in the same language.

"Connect to my mind, dreams, goals, my good and bad side, and my soul." This is what I am hearing more 
and more in my social settings, online and in apps.

Lastly, male-identi�ed individuals are really wanting more intimate moments than just sex but are made 
to feel bad for even asking or thinking about feeling special by someone. At least 15 self-identi�ed males 
I have spoken to stated that they were taught to NOT ASK FOR intimacy or LOVE from anyone of any 
gender because society deems it as weak and e�eminate. This discussion is a two day session of talking 
and destroying myths that have been passed on through generations of probably some really hurt men.

Can you imagine holding onto a simple human request of Wanting Unconditional Love from another 
human being for years, even decades? Much work to be done and love to be shared.

Blessings,
Anthony Hardaway

health+wellness

"Connect to my mind, dreams, goals, my good and bad side, and my soul." As I read this statement from Anthony, I 
resonate with this deep desire for intimacy that extends beyond physical touch. Physical touch is one of my love languages, 
and I don’t just mean in a sexual way. Gently rubbing my back. Holding my hand. A warm embrace. These physical forms of 
love connect me to an individual (in this case, my partner) and �ll a space within me in ways that words cannot occupy.  

My desire for physical touch, however, is paired with my desire for an emotional and intellectual 
connection. My brain must be stimulated. Period. For me to have a long-term relationship, my physical 
attraction to someone has to be sustained through conversations, vulnerability, dreams, and drive.  

Anthony touches on the stigma surrounding men who ask for intimacy. In my prior relationships before I 
met my partner, I exclusively wanted sex... at least I thought I did. What started as me exploring my “fresh-
out-the-closet” self later turned into a toxic mindset in which I used my body to ful�ll my initial desires, 
but then the emotional pull I wanted in men would only be pushed away. I was left to think that I was not 
desirable, and I beat myself up for putting my desires in the half-opened hands of men. 

Many people can have casual hook-ups and still be �ne after, but I soon realized I was not one 
of those people. Both experiences are valid. Even though I enjoyed my sexscapades while they 
lasted, I learned to realize that emotional and intellectual involvement are what stimulate me in all 
aspects. Intimacy is de�ned by the individual, and for me, it is all-encompassing. If you are going 
to love me, you must love me wholly: mind, body, AND soul.  

Periodt,
Tevin Mathew

ON LOVE:
Perspectives from �e Haven 
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story and photos courtesy of The Haven
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transfocus

by Chris Reeder Young

Brenda Newport  & Will Ryder:

Finding Love On 
& Off Stage
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photos by Drew Parker
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Share a little bit about yourselves.
Brenda:  My name is Brenda Newport, and I’m nonbinary, 

gender �uid. I’m not trans however, and I am a drag queen. 
Performance is an extension of my authentic self. I use she/
her pronouns. 

Will: My name is Will Ryder, and I’m a trans gay man. I 
use he/him pronouns. 
How did you two meet? 

Will:  We met at Dru’s doing shows. We had interacted 
some at gigs. We were sitting beside each other, and 
Brenda was about to go on stage. She had on a Girl Scout 
out�t, but it was SO wrinkly. 

Brenda:  Will asked “do you mind taking o� your shirt 
so I can steam it”? And I just said “uh, it’s ok, it’s �ne!” but 
he so politely persisted. He was so kind and helpful, he 
even said “I always have my steamer, you can reach in my 
bag and just grab it”. It was a very sweet and thoughtful 
moment. 
What has gender identity exploration looked like for 
you two? 

Will : I feel very comfortable sharing about my transition 
story, and it’s come a long way. Always connected to male 
things but never had a term for it until I was older. I guess 
tomboy was the best term I had at the time. The only 
way I knew about di�erent gender expressions was on 
the show Cops… it was always poking fun at transwomen 
sex workers. And those weren’t the best terms or 
understanding for my younger self. Then I watched 
"The L Word." A character named Max was a transman 
getting testosterone through the black market but was 
taking too much and became angry. It was a cisgender 
woman playing the character at the time so the voice 
never changed and he had a fake beard. I didn’t really 
get a chance to see a healthy transman experience and 
realistic lifestyle. The way it was displayed to me made 
me question whether or not I would want to go down 
that route because I’d be more of a target. It wasn’t until I 
competed in the Drag King USofA pageant and met trans 
guys that I saw more real life experiences. They were nice, 
helpful and supportive. I did about 3-5 years of research 
and �nally came around to myself on this. I made the 
doc appointments to go to therapy and began hormone 
replacement therapy on July 27, 2017. I hadn’t come out to 
my parents yet about being a transman. I waited until 2019. 
I was hiding my voice and shaving peach fuzz. They have 
always been supportive before and after my transition, 
I was just nervous about coming out again I suppose. It 
was easier than most trans experiences maybe because 
my mom and dad were already using he/him pronouns 
for Will. I made a shirt for pride that said, “I’m tired of only 
being myself for the weekend, will you accept me as your 
full time son”. Then, I gave them a trans �ag and was on 
stage being Will full-time with their entire support. 

Brenda:  I don’t have a particularly heartwarming story 
when it comes to the parenting relationship like Will, 
but it’s been a journey. I grew up in a very conservative 
household and that, in a way, thrusted me into later-in-life 
growth to become myself. I was put in a box when I was 

younger and was expected to be the standard; like, to 
play sports, and any expression of femininity was frowned 
upon. The thing is, I’ve never been able to hide who I am 
very well. Three days after I turned 18, I got an apartment 
in midtown, and threw myself into liberal and open and 
queer environments. I knew I was gay, and I had been out 
for a while, but it wasn’t until my adult years that I came 
into my queerness and sexuality. I almost had an aversion 
to being myself as a queer person in my younger years. 
I love being queer, it took a long time to �nd my whole 
self. I found drag through Moth’s shows at Growlers. I was 
so infatuated with drag and Moth; she is so out there and 
charismatic and mystical. And drag is so fun, it lets people 
express their feelings and concepts of gender. I saw that 
as an opportunity to follow suit after Moth; I showed up in 
full drag and watched her shows and waited for her to see 
me. Eventually she asked me to join a show and perform 
with her. And I fell in love with it. It felt good to hear people 
say “we gotta keep an eye on that one”. I got to use my 
background in theater characterization and �nd the art of 
it. I put my nose to the grind and elevated my drag. Drag 
and fellow queer people using open terms like “nonbinary” 
made me feel so seen and celebrated. I’ve always had 
feminine urges and feelings, but I never had a chance to 
express myself like that until drag and to be able to say “it’s 
ok, I can be masculine and feminine. I don’t have to put 
myself in a box. I can �oat between!”
From the outside looking in, folx may not know some of 
the challenges that LGBTQ+ couples could experience in 
society. What could you share with allies and even fellow 
LGBTQ+ on how to be better supporters, especially in 
the South? 

Will:  An important thing is that asking questions isn’t 
always a bad thing if you’re coming from a genuine place, 
like asking pronouns. There are lines you don’t cross, like 
asking about genitalia or what surgeries a person has gone 
through. Precluding that, you wanting to ask questions can 
help trans people and couples too. It’s also possible that 
a trans person doesn’t feel comfortable talking to a cis 
person about certain things. So that is important to keep in 
mind. 

Brenda:  It’s complicated for folks who aren’t queer 
to educate themselves or know where to go because 
one queer person isn’t the encyclopedia of all queer 
experiences. It’s expansive but also very personalized. The 
most important thing for me is that the person trying to 
learn has genuine intentions; I think that makes it easier for 
everyone. You’re never too old to learn! 

Will:  Transmen can’t change their gender marker on 
their birth certi�cate in Tennessee. That has a�ected 
a lot of close friends. I was born in Philly, so I have the 
option to change mine but not having that opportunity 
makes it hard for other guys to get other types of legal 
documents like passports. We are impacted by legislative 
proposals, not just in Tennessee but federally. Think about 
the problematic bathroom bills and how it’s an already 
uncomfortable experience for trans and nonbinary people. 
Sometimes I have to use a buddy system where Brenda 



goes ahead of time to navigate and assess if there are 
others in there, stalls, or doors, or privacy. We just want to 
use the restroom. 

Brenda:  The bathroom experience shouldn’t be this 
dreadful situation where we feel like we have to navigate 
with the public because of misconceptions or judgments. 
You know, Pride weekend just happened, and I saw a lot 
of parents with kids. It reminds me just how important it is 
for parents to not hinder who their children authentically 
are, how they experience and express gender, or see how 
others express themselves at a family event like a parade. 
A lot of growth happens in queer children, personal or 
artistic, when parents allow them to be themselves or see 
others being themselves. For example, the Republican 

state representative who is proposing a law to keep kids 
away from drag performers is preposterous. It’s a waste of 
energy, and unfair to call drag performers perverse when 
there are so many safe spaces for families in performance. 
Performing arts can be very important for expression 
and connection. Can you share how performance 
upholds your sense of self and maybe your connections 
as a couple? 

Brenda:  It’s cathartic, and you don’t have a chance to 
do that in your everyday life–to to express emotions, good 
or bad. There are times when I’ve felt overcome with joy, 
and I want to put it out there and share it with others. It’s 
so wonderful to be with someone who gets what I do, 
like running around and connecting and bonding with the 
audience and living this layered life of a performer. We’ve 
both had hiccups in previous lives with other people who 
may not understand this performance life. When you 
perform, you’re sharing yourself with the audience. It’s us, 
but it’s a character of ourselves that we create, an illusion 
or suit of armor for me, sometimes. When I’m in drag, I 
go right for the stage and talk on a mic; but, if I walked 
into a room out of drag, it would be di�erent. Will and I 
are introverts living very extroverted lives; we both yearn 
for being with the audience and expressing ourselves and 
performing music that speaks to us but also spend time 
watching movies and being at home. 

Will:  Performing and dancing have always been a big 
part of me. It allows me to connect in more queer spaces 
but meeting my friends and chosen family have come 
from that. A drag career isn’t just being on stage, there is 
time spent networking and mingling and connecting with 
the audience and exchanging those heartfelt moments. 
I’ve heard people say “I love watching you grow as a 
person on social media and follow your transition story”. 
I’m helping a new generation be themselves while also 
following a legacy of those who gave us the chance to be 
us. It’s nice to be with someone who knows how this all 
can work out and what it looks like. We both have a path of 
performance, but it’s a small part compared to how much 
time we spend with and celebrate each other. 
Will, what's your favorite thing about Brenda? 

Will: We’ve had some shows we hosted together, and 
it’s great how we connect and banter with each other. It’s 
fun, but what honestly drew me to Brenda is the fact that 
she was just herself up there. Her energy was so interesting 
and real because I connected with her authentic self on 
stage. She’s always the party of the show and always 
genuine. It’s so appealing to me to be so full of life and love 
in the drag world. 
Brenda, what's your favorite thing about Will? 

Brenda:  First o�, Will is an icon to me and many others. 
Not just because of the timeline of his career, but the way 
he carries himself as a polished performer. He’s a star; he’s 
so impressive. As a person, he’s treated me so kindly…
with so much patience and gentleness. He treats me like a 
delicate �ower but also encourages me to be strong. What 
a balance to achieve!
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We both have a path of 
performance, but it’s a small 
part compared to how much 

time we spend with and 
celebrate each other.

— Will Ryder
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We offer sexual health wellness check ups, birth control, HIV testing 
and prevention, hormone management, abortion, and birth services.

Your health. Your rights. Your CHOICES.

1203 Poplar Ave. Memphis, TN 

901-274-3550

Make an appointment online today at memphischoices.org

Inclusive health care for

EVERYONE
in our community.
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CELTIC CROSSING -

CHOACES. 
Memphis Center for Reproductive Health 



I’ll Fall if You Fall
by Riley Gordon

Let’s fall in love as a joke,
as a game,
we’ll ignore those who feel compelled to pass shame,
and kiss with the passion of waves crashing
on a beach before a hurricane.
To those naysayers we’ll say,
“If only you could understand,”
gaze into each other’s eyes,
and take each other’s hand.

Cover me,
like a web of ivy grips an old building.
Trace your �ngers down my spine,
like a single drip of wine
crawling down our stemless glasses.
Hold me tightly in your arms,
as if my body has lost all warmth.
Here, wrapped around one another,
we’ll fall in love–as a joke.

Riley Gordon (she/her) is a queer poet residing in Memphis, TN. Her 
poems explore the themes of love, navigating depression, and healing 
amidst struggles faced internally and externally. Her works can be 
found on Instagram @rileygpoetry. 

arts+entertainment
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So what happens now?
Now that I say I’m over you
But deep down I know I’m not

I go through my days wondering why I am the way I am

How did I fall so fast?
How did you move on like that?
Can I see your heart one more time?

Tyler McGee is a local Memphis performance artist dabbling in 
all forms of expression. He is inspired by his own life experiences as 
well as others he comes in contact with.

One More Time
 by Tyler McGee
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I know lesbianism is holy when my girlfriend climbs on 
top of me and kisses me hard. I know lesbianism is holy 
whenever she holds my hand or hugs me or kisses me on 
the cheek or looks my way with her stunning big brown 
eyes. I know it’s holy the way I want to spend my whole 
entire life with her and then a whole lot more than that. I 
know when I get to call her my wife that will be a holy day. 
I know lesbianism is holy the way she makes me cackle 
until my cheeks and belly ache and when I watch in joyous 
awe as she laughs, high pitched and hysterical, while giddy 
tears stream down her face.

Valerie Quin Shelton works in nonpro�t development at 
OUTMemphis and loves to read, paint, write, and garden. She 
lives with her amazing girlfriend Sara and their cat Dexter in 
Midtown Memphis.
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Holy
Valerie Shelton 

Angel Girl
by Lacey Carr

I love you,
sel�sh girl 
with the crooked smile
Meet a sad girl
dreaming of life growing wild
Like the stars
upon the seas
I wish for you and me
and sunsets through pine trees
Dewy mornings
wet bare feet 
Moonlit beaches 
where we could meet
Skin glows pink 
as dawn breaks
You are an angel
My heart is yours to take

Lacey Carr is a born and bred Southerner, a somewhat crazy cat 
lady, and a proud pansexual woman. Poetry is one of her great 
loves in life and she’s grateful to be able to share hers. 

The Prism Pages is a new literary section in the magazine where original works of poetry 
and �ction from the community will be showcased. As a publishing company, we are 

committed to saving space for up-and-coming LGBTQ+ writers. Interested in submitting 
something? Please email editor@focuslgbt.com.

This section is brought to you by the Focus Center Foundation 501(c)3. To learn how 
to support this and become a sponsor, please email info@focuscenterfoundation.org.
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Using Radiofrequency 
Energy to Jazz Up 
Your Sex Life
����� ������� ������� ��� ��� ���������� ����� ��� ����� ����
� ��� ���� �����

��
����� ������	� �������	� ��� �������	� ���� ������ �������������� ���

�������	������������������������������������������������
�

����������
� ��������������������	������������������������������
�

•���•�������••�����������������
�������������������•���������
��������������������������������
�•���������������������•�������
����������������������� ����������
�•����������������������­������
������������� ��������������������������������������������
�

���������������€���������������������������������•�������••�
���������	��������������������������������������������������
������������������•�����‚���������•	�•ƒ�„…ƒ����†‡ˆ‰ŠŠ‹‰ŒŽ‘ˆ


Morpheus 8V ���������������
�������������������������
����������
����������
�����
������������������������
	�������������������
�����������������������������
������������
���������
���������
�������������������

�������������������������
����������������������������
����������������������������
����������������������
�����������������	���
���������������������
����
����������������������������
������������������������
��������������	����������
������������•��������������
����������•���•������•�
�����������������������������
•��������������������• ����
��������������������������
����­€�����	����‚�
�������
ƒ��������������������������
�����
��������������������
��������
�����������������
��������������������
��������
�������������������	�����‚„�
�������������������������������
�����������…����������������
����������������������
��������������������

��������������������
�
������������������	����
������������������������
†������������������������
�������	���������������
��������������������������
���������������
�������†���
������������������������
����
����‡‚
̂ ­�������

vTone �����‰�����������������
������������Š‰��‹�����
����������������
����������
������������������	������
Œ�������������†��������������
������������������������	��
ƒ�����������������������
����	�������������������
����
���	���Ž������‘���������†���
�†��������������������
�
’“”
�		������������������
������������������������������
��������������†����†���������
������������������������‘����
��������������������������
��������������
������������
���������������������������
������������������������������
��������������������������
	�����������������������
���•�…����������������������
�������������	�����•�

–���ƒ�������†����—�������
�������������	��	��������
���������������
���������
	���������������������������
�����������������������Š�����
�������‘‹������������������
	���������

FormaV���������
���������
	�������������������������
���������������������������
��������������������������
��������������	�����
��˜�����������†���’����„�
���������������������������
���	������†���’����„������
�	������
���
���	����������
������������������������������
�������
����������������������
���������������������������
����������������������������
��������…����������������������
���������������	��������������
�����������������������‘�����
†���’����„��	������������
���������������	�����������
������������������������������
��
������������������������
������������

•������••����…������
���������������������
�
���������
��������
�����������	�����������
�����™���������•�������

���������������Šš’‹�

����������������

��������������������
��������–�����
�
�����š’��������›�
†�����������
������������
�����������ƒ����
��������������
������	��������
������������������
��������†����������
������	��������
������ƒ���������
���������	�������
�������������
��������ƒ������
–�����������
���������������������
�����	�������������
��������������
���������
��		���������

�����
���������������
Œ�
��������������
����������		��������
���������������������
������������œ������
�
���������������������
ƒ��������������������������
��������������������
�‘��������������
����
�����������‰�	�
���š’�
�������������������
����
�����������������		������
�����������������
����
������������������
	��	������������
����
������������������������
�
���������������������
ž� †���������������

����������������
ž� …����������‘����

	������������
������������

ž� �����������	������
Œ�����������

ž� “��������
���������ƒ���
���������������������

����
�������


���	�†���
�������������������������
	��������
���Ÿ�
ž� ¡�������������
����
ž� ¡�����������������

���������������
ž� „��������������
ž� ‰‘����������������
ž� œ���������ƒ����������

��������������
ž� “�¢������������������

�������
ž� ”����������������������

	������������
�������������������‘•

œ�����‰�	�
���š’�
����������������������›



Using Radiofrequency 
Energy to Jazz Up 
Your Sex Life
����� ������� ������� ��� ��� ���������� ����� ��� ����� ����
� ��� ���� �����

��
����� ������	� �������	� ��� �������	� ���� ������ �������������� ���

�������	������������������������������������������������
�

����������
� ��������������������	������������������������������
�

•���•�������••�����������������
�������������������•���������
��������������������������������
�•���������������������•�������
����������������������� ����������
�•����������������������­������
������������� ��������������������������������������������
�

���������������€���������������������������������•�������••�
���������	��������������������������������������������������
������������������•�����‚���������•	�•ƒ�„…ƒ����†‡ˆ‰ŠŠ‹‰ŒŽ‘ˆ


Morpheus 8V ���������������
�������������������������
����������
����������
�����
������������������������
	�������������������
�����������������������������
������������
���������
���������
�������������������

�������������������������
����������������������������
����������������������������
����������������������
�����������������	���
���������������������
����
����������������������������
������������������������
��������������	����������
������������•��������������
����������•���•������•�
�����������������������������
•��������������������• ����
��������������������������
����­€�����	����‚�
�������
ƒ��������������������������
�����
��������������������
��������
�����������������
��������������������
��������
�������������������	�����‚„�
�������������������������������
�����������…����������������
����������������������
��������������������

��������������������
�
������������������	����
������������������������
†������������������������
�������	���������������
��������������������������
���������������
�������†���
������������������������
����
����‡‚
̂ ­�������

vTone �����‰�����������������
������������Š‰��‹�����
����������������
����������
������������������	������
Œ�������������†��������������
������������������������	��
ƒ�����������������������
����	�������������������
����
���	���Ž������‘���������†���
�†��������������������
�
’“”
�		������������������
������������������������������
��������������†����†���������
������������������������‘����
��������������������������
��������������
������������
���������������������������
������������������������������
��������������������������
	�����������������������
���•�…����������������������
�������������	�����•�

–���ƒ�������†����—�������
�������������	��	��������
���������������
���������
	���������������������������
�����������������������Š�����
�������‘‹������������������
	���������

FormaV���������
���������
	�������������������������
���������������������������
��������������������������
��������������	�����
��˜�����������†���’����„�
���������������������������
���	������†���’����„������
�	������
���
���	����������
������������������������������
�������
����������������������
���������������������������
����������������������������
��������…����������������������
���������������	��������������
�����������������������‘�����
†���’����„��	������������
���������������	�����������
������������������������������
��
������������������������
������������

•������••����…������
���������������������
�
���������
��������
�����������	�����������
�����™���������•�������

���������������Šš’‹�

����������������

��������������������
��������–�����
�
�����š’��������›�
†�����������
������������
�����������ƒ����
��������������
������	��������
������������������
��������†����������
������	��������
������ƒ���������
���������	�������
�������������
��������ƒ������
–�����������
���������������������
�����	�������������
��������������
���������
��		���������

�����
���������������
Œ�
��������������
����������		��������
���������������������
������������œ������
�
���������������������
ƒ��������������������������
��������������������
�‘��������������
����
�����������‰�	�
���š’�
�������������������
����
�����������������		������
�����������������
����
������������������
	��	������������
����
������������������������
�
���������������������
ž� †���������������

����������������
ž� …����������‘����

	������������
������������

ž� �����������	������
Œ�����������

ž� “��������
���������ƒ���
���������������������

����
�������


���	�†���
�������������������������
	��������
���Ÿ�
ž� ¡�������������
����
ž� ¡�����������������

���������������
ž� „��������������
ž� ‰‘����������������
ž� œ���������ƒ����������

��������������
ž� “�¢������������������

�������
ž� ”����������������������

	������������
�������������������‘•

œ�����‰�	�
���š’�
����������������������›

- -



lgbt advocate

MUSINGS BY LADY A:

Do It Yourself
For as long as I have been out, there have been troubles 

in some relationships about where, and with whom, one 
is to be buried (or anything alternate). Families intervene. 
One phrase I constantly use is:  if you use ground-
penetrating radar on any row, in any cemetery, anywhere 
in the world, you are going to �nd pretty much the same 
thing in each grave. Some in a box, some preserved, some 
gone but pretty much the same leftovers. My point is, it’s 
all about the marker. How one wishes to be remembered 
can indeed be set in stone. Really. 

There’s this poem seen in tributes a lot called “The Dash 
Poem” by Linda Ellis. It’s very sentimental but it basically 
says that one’s entire life is only recorded by the dash 
between birth date and death date. Many people, Dorothy 
Parker was a good one, have written about remembrance 
after death. Do it yourself, especially if there is no one 
else who might do it for you. A little epitaph and a little 
planning can make you signi�cant. Someone is gonna 
notice and read it eventually. Even after a century.

Partners or spouses deciding jointly, while alive and 
healthy, can overcome di�culties later on. Columbarium 
niches are usually big enough for two containers. One 
grave plot can almost always hold two containers. Buy the 
marker, put what you want or can a�ord on it. It will be 
there a long, long time so keep that in mind. 

by Vincent Astor

Vincent Astor’s cenotaph at Elmwood Cemetery.
photo by Vincent Astor

Pinky Newby and Beth Clower, Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Midtown. Pinky and Beth were a couple for over 60 years.

photo by Vincent Astor
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Focus
on healing,
we’ve got
everything else.

We offer a wide range of services, so your family is 
assured of receiving the choices you need.

COMMITMENT, COMPASSION, VALUE, HONESTY & PROFESSIONALISM

3774 Summer Ave.  •  Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 458-8575 • HighPointChapel.com

Mid South Mortuary Service
“When You Need Us, We’ll Be There”

3788 Summer Ave. | Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 454-5795

supportlocalcreativity.com 



VOTE OZMENT
FOR 

JUDGE 

CRIM INAL
COURT
DIVISION 2

ELECTION DAY IS
AUGUST 4  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT 

WWW.OZMENTFORJUDGE.COM
OZMENTFORJUDGE@ GMAIL.COM

PA I D  FO R BY  T H E CO M M I T T EE T O  EL ECT  JO E O Z M EN T ,  
M I CH A EL  W O RK I N G,  T REA SU RER 

SHELBY COUNTY
CRIMINAL COURT
DIVISION 2

For more information, visit
www.OzmentForJudge.com or email 
OzmentForJudge@gmail.com

PAID FOR THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT JOE OZMENT,
MICHAEL WORKING, TREASURER

V I S I B I L I T Y  M AT T E R S

VOTE OZMENT
FOR JUDGE

Early Voting 
July 15-July 30

Voting Day August 4



community

In the 1950s, Memphis’ Summer Avenue was “the strip,” where young folks could show o� their newest cars, and look 
at shops and restaurants with their dates. In modern times, Summer Avenue is often overlooked when making plans, 
but this historic haven of Memphis culture has loads in store for an adventurous couple to explore. Mix and match picks 
from our food & fun suggestions to build your perfect date or entire day enjoying what Summer Avenue has to o�er. 

SUMMER!
By Robin Beaudoin Ownby
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FOOD
TACOnganas
4255 Summer Ave.

Voted the best taco in 
Memphis, TACOnganas 
touts an add-on of 
mouthwatering consomé 
dipping sauce to make for 
a special experience.

Elwood's Shack
4523 Summer Ave.

Rebuilt in their original 
location in the Lowe’s 
parking lot at Perkins & 
Summer Avenue, Elwood’s 
brings fantastic, �avorful 
food with a mix of local and 
homemade ingredients. 
Try their ribs, sandwiches, 
or famous �sh tacos. Their 
meat can’t 
be beat! 

Ryu Sushi & Pho
5137 Summer Ave.,
near White Station

Under new ownership, 
Ryu has cut its dining 
space and doubled the 
quality of its menu. Don’t 
miss the Spider Roll or 
their delicious homemade 
pho. Pop in to the market 
next door for some Asian 
specialty foods.

Lotus Vietnamese
4970 Summer Ave.

Yelp voted Lotus “one 
of the best Vietnamese 
restaurants nobody 
knows about”. Vietnamese 
classics, curries, pho, 
and appetizers as well 
as Japanese stir-fry and 
teriyakis. Don’t miss Lotus 
at Chinese New Year- the 
menu expands to serve 
special Lunar New Year 
foods, celebrating the 
holiday.

Don’t Forget



Mortimer’s
590 N Perkins Rd. 
@ Summer Ave.

There’s a reason some 
places withstand the test 
of time. Mortimer’s is 
known as a neighborhood 
bar & grill, but it is home 
to Memphis band Big 
Star, serves fantastic 
plate lunches (meat & 
vegetables), steak & 
seafood dinners, pot 
roast, and tamales. Oyster 
specials repeat every year 
when in season. Come 
for dinner, return for the 
casual vibe.

Bryant’s Breakfast
3966 Summer Ave. 
@ Graham

Legendary for their biscuits 
and fast-paced ordering 
system, Bryant’s leaves an 
indelible mark on Memphis’ 
breakfast history. Know-
before-you-go is the name 
of the game, or you’ll hold 
up the line. Try the city ham 
biscuit with grape jelly – a 
hangover cure, it is told. 

The Pancake Shop
4838 Summer Ave.

Sure, they have breakfast, 
but they’re known for the 
afterparty. Decades of 
Memphians have �ocked 
to the Pancake Shop, open 
24/7, in the wee hours for 
pancakes, French toast, 
country fried steak, and 
decent diner co�ee to 
nourish their partied-out 
bodies.

FUN
Malco Summer 
Drive-In
5310 Summer Ave.

Drive-in movies aren’t just 
a thing of the past, but 
our very own Summer 
Drive-in is one of only a 
handful remaining in the 
region. All showings are 
two-for-one, starting at 
dusk. Visit malco.com for 
shows and showtimes. 
One of the four screens 
is dedicated to their Time 
Warp Drive-In series, 
showing a few movies with 
a common theme. July’s 
theme is Bedtime Stories, 
and August is Bloody 
Highways: the Saga of Mad 
Max. Bring lawn chairs or 
sit in your vehicle. You’ll 
know it by the yellow 
Volkswagen Beetle atop 
the sign at the entrance. 
$25/carload.

Putt-Putt Golf 
& Games
5484 Summer Ave.

Family-friendly, with indoor 
and outdoor games to 
enjoy, Putt Putt Golf & 
Games o�ers mini-golf as 
well as go-karts, laser tag, 
batting cages, and more. 
Win tickets to redeem 
for candy and prizes at 
their arcade, work on your 
skee-ball technique, and 
take sel�es at the funky 
mini-golf obstacles. A 
limited concessions menu 
is available.
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Thinking about sticking with someone new through 
the swim & patio season? Licensed counselors agree 
on certain “green �ags” to look for when considering a 
potential romantic partner.
1.	 They are not afraid to ask what you like, even 

checking in during sex for cues. If you’re giving clear 
“more” or “less” signals, they are responsive to those 
messages.

2.	 You seem interested in each other’s fantasies and 
don’t judge if they’re di�erent from yours. An open-
minded lover can make you feel safe and validated. 

3.	 You are both on the same page regarding 
commitment and exclusivity.  Discuss your 
expectations of this romance, what your long-term 
goals are for the future, and re-evaluate every month 
or two so that you’re in the same head space.

4.	 Safety is a priority! You know your statuses and 
aren’t afraid to regularly retest. You’ve talked about 
PreP and/or birth control, and take medications as 
directed.

5.	 You are respectful of each other’s physical and 
emotional limitations. Physical and mental traumas 
or di�erences might make certain positions, places, 
or even conversations di�cult. Be consistent in your 
behavior to support one another in these moments. 
Ask questions, and give space when asked.

6.	 Hygiene! You wouldn’t eat with dirty utensils, right? 
Keep yourselves and your bedrooms clean and 
decluttered to prevent icky, smelly, or awkward 
moments. 

7.	 Adventuresome partners have the most fun. You 
both/all enjoy trying new things, foods, toys, and 
traveling. All of these keep things interesting.

8.	 They don’t talk smack about their exes. Be assured, 
if they talk bad about their ex, one day they’ll speak 
poorly of you. Keep things polite, and leave the past 
in the past.

9.	 They’re a good listener. A good listener will fully 
listen without forming their own arguments as you 
speak. They will validate your experiences and use 
your chosen name and correct pronouns without fail. 
Listening shows your esteem for your partner.

10.	 They participate equally. A relationship is not 
50/50–it requires 100% from all involved parties. 
This includes coming up with ideas and reservations 
for dates (see our article on Summer Avenue for 
great date suggestions) as well as doing the dishes, 
taking turns driving, and doing the deed.

Based on advice from Je� Guenther, LPC

Summer Lovin’
Green Flags for Summer Romance

by Robin Beaudoin Ownby

Jun Lee Trading 
Company
3397 Summer Ave. 
@ National

Not just for drag queens, 
this open-box, bin-style 
store carries inexpensive 
jewelry, purses, tiaras, and 
accessories for parties, 
fashion, and those who just 
want something sparkly to 
wear to a special occasion. 

City Thrift
5124 Summer Ave. 
@ 240
Sprawling aisles draw the 
eye to fun �nds at City 
Thrift. Color tags indicate 
month-long specials on 
items half o�. Charity 
bins for donations are 
available outside the store, 
which is recognized for 
being eco-friendly. 80% of 
unwanted clothing ends up 
in land�lls—instead, donate 
your unwanted items, then 
shop for new-to-you. 

Junior League Repeat 
Boutique
3586 Summer Ave.

An upscale thrift store, 
the non-pro�t Repeat 
Boutique funds various 
programs for Memphis’ 
Junior League community-
based initiatives. Inventory 
is focused on clothing and 
accessories and includes 
mainly casual and business 
casual clothing for women, 
men, and children, as well 
as a good selection of 
formalwear and wedding 
gowns. Open Tuesday-
Saturday, 10-5. 

Great China Food 
Market
5137 Summer Ave.,
near White Station

One of the older Asian 
markets in Memphis, this 
place is both literally and 
�guratively funky (prepare 
for authentic seafood 
smells). Shop for harder-to-
�nd fresh ingredients for 
Asian cooking, as well as 
packaged foods like agar-
agar, crackers and cookies, 
nori, teas, and treats like 
Pocky. Moon cakes and 
mung bean cakes are not 
to be missed.
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faith+spirituality

�e Diva 
of the Cards

HUNNY
BLUNT
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Meet Hunny Blunt, a drag 
entertainer and true lady 
of wisdom! Hunny directs 
drag shows at Lamplighter 
Lounge every Monday 
night! She also frequents 
Atomic Rose, having won 
the All Star version of a 
popular competition there 
called War of the Roses, 
alongside her fellow winner 
the brilliant Zoey Adams —
Hunny Blunt is set to have a 
very hot summer! 

Before and after shows, 
though, Hunny can be found 
on the Atomic Rose patio 
reading fortunes for people 
via her trusted tarot cards. 
People most often come 
to her with troubles of the 
heart, or sensitive things 
they don’t feel comfortable 
sharing with most of the 
other people in their lives. 
To some, she is the fun 
queen with the best Liza 
impression in the South—for 
many others, Hunny is a 
trusted advisor. 

But beyond city limits, 

by Moth Moth Moth

Hunny Blunt projects out 
into the more grandiose and 
generalized audience of the 
internet through the portals 
of sites like Facebook and 
YouTube. Each week Hunny 
creates new looks and �lms 
herself doing readings for 
the whole world, which is 
making her accessible to 
many audiences including 
those abroad, those with 
disabilities, and those in the 
wider spiritual and tarot 
reading community. 

Her experience with tarot 
and how she came into her 
abilities is the inspiration 
for this article. We are so 
thankful Hunny shared her 
story. 

Hunny Blunt joined me 
over several sessions to 
hash out what she might 
be able to share with this 
issue of Focus mag. While 
we have known each other 
for a long time now, it 
was important to me to 
understand more of how the 
vegetarian sausage is made.  

photo by Drew Parker
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of tarot and she expounds 
on the tool box of 
astrology and numerology. 
Displaying a dizzying 
wealth of knowledge. 

“If I could consider what 
a �ve star Yelp review 
reading would be like, it 
would be the times when 
the person doesn’t yet 
understand that they 
are the solution and 
that everything else in 
their life is actually quite 
powerless to their will, 
you know! Some people 
underestimate their own 
power. I’ve read some 
people and they are in 
a dark place and they 
come back a year later in 
a much brighter happier 
place. People awaken to 
their own gifts to then do 
the work.

“I would love to become 
more involved with the 
spiritual community of 
Memphis as a whole. I’m 
looking to give purpose 
and help others. I feel that 
I can give to people while 
being giving to myself 
through reading.” 

Looks like Miss Cleo has 
some true competition 
these days!!! 

You can follow Hunny 
Blunt on all platforms and 
�nd her regular digital 
readings on YouTube!!! 

If an in-person visit is 
in order then you can 
catch this gorgeous and 
talented being reading 
on the patio of Atomic 
Rose and in the booths at 
Lamplighter Lounge. 

“Of course of course, I 
love to tell the stories!!!,” 
Hunny Blunt begins in her 
sumptuous diction: “I was 
ten years old —we went 
to the Dollar Tree and in 
the kids toy section there 
was a black and red tarot 
deck. The black and red 
were not very inviting—you 
know there are warmer 
tarot decks you can come 
across than this really very 
dark looking deck. I’ve seen 
some at Spirit Halloween 
that are light and fun 
compared to this one that 
is actually supposed to be 
a toy.” 
So when you came across 
this deck, was this the �rst 
time you had ever seen 
anything like that or had 
you seen the one King of 
the Hill episode where 
Bobby plays around with 
cards and magic? 

“I knew that was the set 
that fortune tellers used. I 
knew that was the T. We all 
love Lily Tomlin’s psychic 
skit. I remember Peewee 
Herman and the crystal ball 
and the medium. Through 
cartoons and media I kinda 
knew that fortune tellers 
used these. I was allowed 
to be artistic and di�erent 
but I wasn’t encouraged 
to experiment with my 
religion. My parents 
informed me that what I 
was playing with was of the 
devil and it really made me 
nervous and trepidated. My 
parents did not make me 
throw them away but they 
sort of coerced me into 
throwing them away. But I 

did end up going back and 
saving the top card which 
was The Lovers card.” 
You’ll never forget about 
the image on that tarot 
card. 

“I just grabbed a random 
card. I didn’t know anything 
about it being one of the 
BIG cards. One of the major 
arcane. It’s The Lovers. It’s 
a man and woman on each 
side with the garden of 
Eden between them, and 
sort of this angelic �gure 
overhead but all in red and 
black so there really was a 
satanic vibe. Even the back 
of the cards were black and 
red pentagrams. I actually 
don’t have any decks now 
that would invite that kind 
of darkness. 

The fact that I pulled 
The Lovers was signi�cant 
because so often the 
lovers represents a choice. 
It was a choice to pick that 
card up. 

Also included on many 
cards is the Archangel 
who throws the lovers out 
of the garden. The idea of 
having so much fun in the 
garden that you must be 
kicked out. You know The 
Devil card is the other side 
of The Lovers. On the Devil 
card you see the man and 
the woman chained up 
on each side of the devil. 
It represents the extreme 
materialistic side of the 
choices made within The 
Lovers card. Very twin 
�ame cards.” 

Hunny Blunt then opens 
the dialogue into some of 
the long division qualities 
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JUNE 21 - JULY 22

CANCER
Element: Water

Quality: Cardinal

Ruling Planet: The Moon

Traits: Intuitive, 
nurturing, sensitive, 
protective, and loyal

New Moon in Cancer: 
June 28

Still in the afterglow of Pride, we now Still in the afterglow of Pride, we now 
step into the deep �ow of the water step into the deep �ow of the water 
sign Cancer.  All astrological signs sign Cancer.  All astrological signs 
are invited to move into the deep are invited to move into the deep 
intuitive and sensitive energy of this intuitive and sensitive energy of this 
nurturing and loving water sign. As nurturing and loving water sign. As 
we focus on sex and dating in this we focus on sex and dating in this 
issue, the moon which rules Cancer issue, the moon which rules Cancer 
bids us all to get in touch with our bids us all to get in touch with our 
Divine Feminine (creative, nurturing, Divine Feminine (creative, nurturing, 
and powerful). Whether it’s a romp and powerful). Whether it’s a romp 
in the sheets or a meet & greet, in the sheets or a meet & greet, 
move and groove from a place of move and groove from a place of 
self-nurturance and deep connection self-nurturance and deep connection 
to your inner knowing. The month to your inner knowing. The month 
ends with Jupiter retrograde in Aries: ends with Jupiter retrograde in Aries: 
this is the time to focus on where you this is the time to focus on where you 
want to grow, and expand your life.want to grow, and expand your life.

JULY 23 - AUGUST 22

LEO
Sign of the Month: Leo

Element: Fire

Quality: Fixed

Ruling Planet: The Sun

Traits: Big hearted, 
compassionate, 

courageous, humorous, 
and a natural leader

New Moon in Leo: July 28

Fire! Fire! Fire! All Hail the King Fire! Fire! Fire! All Hail the King 
of Jungle – Leo is in the house!! of Jungle – Leo is in the house!! 
Leo is ruled by the Sun and this Leo is ruled by the Sun and this 
month is the time, honey, to let month is the time, honey, to let 
your light shine!! One thing that your light shine!! One thing that 
many people don’t know is that many people don’t know is that 
Leo rules the heart chakra; we Leo rules the heart chakra; we 
are invited to open our heart are invited to open our heart 
to the warmth of the sun that is to the warmth of the sun that is 
represented by our friends, family, represented by our friends, family, 
and community. This heart chakra and community. This heart chakra 
energy will be ampli�ed when energy will be ampli�ed when 
Venus enters Leo on August 11th.  Venus enters Leo on August 11th.  
This transit has the potential to This transit has the potential to 
increase the a�ection in existing increase the a�ection in existing 
relationships over the coming relationships over the coming 
weeks. Additionally, the joy you weeks. Additionally, the joy you 
feel spending time with loved feel spending time with loved 
ones will also be enhanced.ones will also be enhanced.

Minnassa  Tarot Professional and Reiki Healer • minnassa.com  • Text: 901.257.9816 •  @minnassa

HOROSCOPES
 Astrology Readings by Minnassa 

7 DAYS A WEEK
DINE IN, TAKE OUT 

& DELIVERY

HAPPY HOURS
MON-SAT 3-7 PM

SUN 12-7PM

MIDTOWN 
901.347.3965  2149 Young Ave.

COLLIERVILLE
901.850.5288  2059 S. Houston Levee

EAST MEMPHIS
901.609.8680  4698 Spottswood Ave.

BOOK  OUR PARTY ROOM
 FOR GATHERINGS & EVENTS

PARTY
ROOM!

MULANBISTRO.NET
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* The Pumping Station is a 21+ only bar and smoking is allowed only in the Backdoor Lounge.

Follow Us for Updates

901.272.7600  1382 Poplar Ave. Memphis, TN, 38104

HOURS SUN 3p-1a; MON-THURS 7pm-1a;  FRI & SAT 7p-3a

BEER BUST Fridays & Sundays, 

PBR BUST $7 Friday, $8 Sunday

PREMIUM DRAFT BUST $11 Friday, $12 Sunday 

UNDERWEAR NIGHT every 4th Saturday

LEATHER NIGHT every 3rd Saturday

NEW FOOD MENU ITEMS!

thepumpingstationmemphis.com
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attorney at law
collaborative law

susanmackenzielaw.com | 2157 Madison Avenue | 901-272-2729 

LGBT LAW • FAMILY LAW • PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Focused on helping LGBTQ families.

Experienced in family law, adoption, estate planning, 
personal injury, automobile accidents, and more.

What is PrEP?
It’s a simple step you can add to 
your daily routine in order to take 
control of your sexual health.

What is PEP?
PEP, or Post-Exposure Prophylaxis, is 
medication taken by individuals who 

may have been recently exposed to HIV, 
in order to avoid contracting the virus.

Follow us @getpreptn

Take PrEP. Take Control.
LEARN MORE | FIND A LIST OF NAVIGATORS & PRESCRIBERS

getpreptn.com

Love Confidently With Just
ONE Pill ONCE a Day.

Studies have shown the medication approved for PrEP 
to be at least 99% effective when taken as prescribed.

ET 



THE REVIVAL OF RE:FOCUS

We’re Baaack and Packing 
a Punch with PrEPPED!

community

42     Sex+Love   |  focuslgbt.com

Did you know that Focus Magazine had a podcast? 
Well you might have heard of us before with our former 
hosts Goldie Dee and Allysun Wunderland. Together we 
had three years of great content. During the pandemic 
things got really dicey and we decided to safely put the 
podcast on hold. 

As time went on, our publisher spoke with the hosts 
and decided to take the podcast in another direction 
and do so amicably. For the past three years, we owe a 
great thanks to Goldie Dee and Allysun Wunderland for 
making us laugh, giggle, and even cry. They have helped 
us lay a foundation for a wonderful podcast–thanks to 
you both and to everyone who we worked with. 

As we progress the Focus brand, we have looked for 
more ways to connect with our audience. With Shelby 
County being #5 in new HIV transmissions across the 
country and #1 in AIDS cases, we thought what better 
way to reach folks than to use our platforms. 

So, as we re-envisioned the platform our podcast 
has with re:focus, we wanted to make more meaningful 
and impactful content that could be directly aimed 
at improving those stats. Earlier in 2022, we made a 
deal with The Haven to revive the pod and present its 
re-debut with our 4th season. Our new agenda: HIV 
prevention with PrEP.

This season, with our partners at The Haven, we are 
presenting PrEPPED: Sex, Stigma, Science and the South. 
This initiative comes with new guest hosts ‘Drea & Misha 
who are sex-perts at The Haven. In these new episodes, 
we speak with some amazing guests 
and explore di�erent aspects of 
PrEP through sex, the stigma that 
can be associated with HIV 
prevention, the science that 
supports the reduction in new 
HIV cases with those who 
use PrEP, and the things that 
we encounter on the daily 
throughout the South.

The season launches Summer 2022 and will have new 
and fresh episodes bi-weekly. Find us anywhere you 
stream podcasts. Follow us online at @refocuspod on FB, 
Instagram and Twitter.

Know your status and get tested today. Free and 
con�dential HIV testing options are available including at-
home kits. For resources on HIV testing or where to �nd 
PrEP, visit The Corner at thecorner806.org or The Haven 
at thehaven901.org.

Special to Focus Mid-South

What is PrEP?
PrEP is a once-a-day pill that 
when taken can e�ectively

reduce transmission
of HIV to any negative person

 95%
Read more about PrEP at whatisprep.org

by
up to



Utopia proudly 
supports the Focus 

Community in
all seasons

MENTION THIS AD FOR 25     YOUR FIRST VISIT%
OFF

1157 Madison Ave.
901-746-8758
UtopiaAnimalHospital.com
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1474 MADISON AVE. 
MEMPHIS, TN

FOR MORE INFO:
901.275.8082
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WED. . . . 5P �1 2A
THURS�SAT. . . . 5P � 2A
SUNDAY. . . . 1P � 8P

WEDNESDAY $5 BURGER NIGHT
 KARAOKE
THURSDAY PAPA BEAR TRIVIA . . . . . . . .7P
 $5 WELL DRINKS . . . . . .8P�11P
 DRAG TIME . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9P
FRIDAY SPECIAL SHOWS . . . . . . . . . .9P
 FOLLOWED BY KARAOKE
SATURDAY DRAG SHOW . . . . . . . . . . . . .10P
SUNDAY SPECIAL EVENTS
 KARAOKE
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SEX + LOVE RESOURCES
health+wellness
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BOOKS
As a lesbian, these are a few books which are very valuable and special to me. In particular, I cannot recommend Emily 

Nagoski’s book enough. It is wonderful, even life-changing. I’ve included some titles in the “self-help” genre, but also two 
graphic novels that speak to some of the same experiences. Get to reading! - Chellie Bowman

Come as You Are by Emily Nagoski, Ph.D.

In this book, Nagoski teaches us everything 
we need to know about desire and our body’s 
sexual response. Although the book is catered 
toward cis women, the revised and updated 
version (2021) does make some strides to 
include and represent trans and non-binary 
folks as well. I honestly think anyone interested in human 
sexuality can and will learn so much from this multi-layered 
exploration into the intricacies of sexual experience. 

My Lesbian Experience with Loneliness
by Nagata Kabi

A manga tell-all of a young woman’s struggle 
with depression and sexuality. It’s so, so good–
you will consume at a rapid pace! 

PODCASTS
When I’m going through it, what really helps me is hearing about other people’s relationship problems 

that I can relate to. These two podcasts do just that. Even if you’re single with no problems or in a healthy 
relationship, there are so many things to learn from both of these pods. We can all stand to question how 
society and heteronormativity have in�uenced our understandings of sex and love. 

SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS

Lesbian Couples: A Guide to Creating Healthy 
Relationships  by D. Merilee Clunis, Ph.D.
and G. D. Green, Ph.D.

Because my girlfriend and I are very gay, we read this book 
together. It’s a classic, and while some of the advice is a 
little dated it’s probably the only book on love and sex 
I’ve ever come across which actually speaks to the unique 
circumstances of wlw relationships. It might have been 
written in 1988 (though was updated in the early 2000s), 
but some things never change!

On Loving Women by Diane Obomsawin

A short graphic novel I picked up by chance from a lesbian 
book sale. A collection of stories about �rst love and sexual 
identity. Completely charming.

@queersextherapy: An account that helps you navigate 
and explore your sexuality in an nonjudgmental, safe place 
by providing language and education we need in order to 
understand our queerness. 

@autostraddle:  Their instagram account is a great place 
to stay informed when new articles drop. However, just 
head over to their website (autostraddle.com)—they have 
an entire section on Love + Sex and its got everything from 
sex advice to erotica to personal essays on identity and 
queer culture, etc. 

@alokvmenon:  It feels like everything this trans author 
& activist shares with their followers are beautiful love 
poems to, about, and for us. ALOK has some profound 
and inspirational things to say about gender—and they live 
them out for us to see. 

@heyitzsarai:  Local Memphian passionate 
about adult sex education. She engages 
with sexual wellness in a fun, approachable 
way—but also keeps it real! 

Where Should We Begin? With Esther Perel
Where Should We Begin is a bit more serious and more 
of a deep dive. Esther is a licensed psychotherapist and 
the podcast episodes are one-time counseling sessions 
with di�erent couples, covering a wide array of issues and 
topics. It feels like you’re a �y on the wall during someone 
else’s most intimate or vulnerable moments. 

Just Break Up  
Just Break Up is hosted by two queer millennials 
who answer letters sent in from listeners about 
their predicaments in love and heartbreak. Great 
advice, with some levity.

EDITOR’S PICKS
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Our publisher, Ray Rico, is passionate about HIV prevention and care. The resources he wanted to share re�ect this 
work. Here are some informative and helpful websites to help you learn more about PrEP, a safe and e�ective daily pill 
that can greatly reduce your risk of HIV infection. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT PREP

PUBLISHER’S PICKS

LOCAL RESOURCES:
Planned Parenthood
Nonpro�t organization that provides reproductive 
health care.
plannedparenthood.org

The Corner
Same day access to PrEP and PEP regardless of income, 
insurance, or immigration status.
thecorner806.org

The Haven
Fast, free and con�dential testing PrEP and PEP 
prescriptions.
thehaven901.org 

GetPrEPTN
Get PrEP Tennessee helps you understand PrEP and 
see if its right for you.
getprep.org 

NATIONAL  RESOURCES:
AIDS.gov
PrEP information page
aids.gov/hiv-aids-basics/prevention/reduce-your-risk/
pre-exposure-prophylaxis

AIDSinfoNet
Reliable, Up-To-Date Treatment Information 
aidsinfonet.org/fact_sheets/view/160

AVAC
Global Advocacy for HIV Prevention
avac.org/ht/d/sp/i/262/pid/262

Avert
AVERTing HIV and AIDS
avert.org/pre-exposure-prophylaxis.htm

CDC
Questions and Answers from the U.S Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
cdc.gov/hiv/prevention/research/prep

PrEP4Love
The PrEP4Love campaign is brought to you with love by 
members of the Chicago PrEP Working Group. 
prep4love.com

PrEP Facts
San Francisco AIDS Foundation PrEP information in visual 
format for MSM and heterosexual individuals, with an 
option for Spanish.
prepfacts.org

PrEP Locator
An interactive website that helps people locate 
PrEP providers.
preplocator.org

PrEP Watch
Interactive webpage with information and resources 
on gaining access to PrEP.
prepwatch.org)

PrEParing for HIV
An Epidemic Interventions Initiative by the University 
of California.

Project Inform - Videos, publications and resources
projectinform.com/prep

SFHIV
City and County of San Francisco Department of 
Public Health’s PrEP information page.
sfhiv.org/resources/prep

Talk PrEP
AIDS Action Committee’s new PrEP campaign 
encouraging everyone to Do It Daily.
talkprep.org
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calendar

July 6
Trivia Night • 6:30-8:30
Grind City Brewing • 76 Waterworks Ave. • Memphis
Wednesdays at Grind City mean trivia. The �rst teams with 
100% correct answers in a round win a round of beer.

July 8
Optic Sink, Composer 4, and 
General Labor • 9pm-12mid
Lamplighter • 1702 Madison Ave. • Memphis
A special sampling of local electronic �avor for your Friday 
night. Doors at 9. $7. 

July 9
Saturday Morning Rewind • 12-5pm
Black Lodge Video • 405 N. Cleveland St. • Memphis
Saturday mornings at Black Lodge, chill on a sofa, grab some 
cereal or hot breakfast, and reminisce over ’80s and ’90s 
cartoon favorites, such as TMNT, Tom & Jerry, G.I. JOE. Don’t 
forget the vintage classic commercials!

July 15
Chemistry & Cocktails with the 
Blue Suede Sisters • 6-11pm
MoSH • 3050 Central Ave. • Memphis
On the third Friday of each month from July to September 
join the Blue Suede Sisters (in collaboration with the Museum 
of Science & History) in a one of a kind night of shenanigans 
that combines cocktails, drag nuns, and science experiments! 
Tickets are $25; purchase from MoSH’s website.  

July 23
Mama Honey’s “Out of Darkness” 
Album Listening Party • 6:30-8pm
Memphis Listening Lab • 1350 Concourse Ave. 
Ste. 269 • Memphis
Mama Honey just released their �rst full-length album and 
are gathering folks to listen and celebrate. Free and open to 
the public. 

by Robin Beaudoin Ownby

July 30
Overton Square Music Series: 
BLVCK HIPPIE • 7pm
Chimes Square • 2101 Madison Ave. • Memphis
Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy this free music series 
in the heart of Overton Square. FREE.

August 6
Memphis Chicken & Beer Festival
6-10pm
Liberty Bowl Stadium • 335 S Hollywood St. • Memphis
Ticket price bene�ts Dorothy Day house and includes all beer 
samples and a souvenir glass.  Food from local restaurants 
available for purchase. Entertainment, music, and games. 
21+, $40 at memphischickenandbeer.com

August 11
Orpheum Memphis Presents:
Foreigner • 7:30-11:30pm
Orpheum Theatre Memphis • 203 S. Main St. • Memphis
Familiar moving Billboard top tunes “I Want to Know What 
Love Is,” “Jukebox Hero,” and “Cold as Ice” solidi�ed 
Foreigner a place in America’s hearts in the 1980s. Missing 
this show would surely leave one “Hot Blooded!”
Tickets start at $49.50, at ticketmaster.com

photo by Jamie Harmon



Join the ADVANCE Study, an FDA pilot study to 
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901-569-4567

GROUNDBREAKING STUDY

Are you...?

 A gay or bisexual man 

 Between 18 and 39 years old

 Interested in becoming a 
blood donor

 Able & willing to travel to a 
local study site to participate

 EARN UP TO $85 FOR 
PARTICIPATING IN THE STUDY

CHANGE 
CONTINUES

WITH YOU
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MEMPHISPREVENTION.ORG

HIV & HEP-C
TESTING EVERY FRIDAY

1207 PEABODY AVENUE
Memphis, TN 38104

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
• Anonymous and con�dential
• Testing also available at both 

needle exchange locations

ANY QUESTIONS? CONTACT SAM TUBIKH - HIV PREVENTION COORDINATOR
@ 901-378-2828

• Harm reduction supplies
• Overdose reversal training and 

Narcan kits
• Treatment & recovery resources
• Education materials

NEEDLE
EXCHANGE

CONTACT AUSTIN CARROLL @ 901-649-2171 FOR MORE INFORMATION

EVERY WEDNESDAY
28 N. CLAYBROOK STREET

Memphis, TN 38104
1:00 - 3:00 PM

3628 SUMMER AVENUE
Memphis, TN 38122
6:30 - 8:30 PM


